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OUR NEXT MEETINGOUR NEXT MEETING

Date   Time  Event

Sunday November 17  0930** Post Meeting
Saturday December 21  1830 Post Meeting/Chanukah Pary
Sunday December 22  Chanukah begins (sundown)
Monday December 23  1900 Lightning Color Guard
Wednesday January 1      Happy New Year!
Sunday January 19         0930** Post Meeting
Sunday February 2  Super Bowl Sunday
Friday February 14  Valentines Day
Sunday February 16  0930** Post Meeting
Sunday March 8    0300 Daylight Savings Begins
Monday March 9   Purim begins (Sundown)
Sunday March 15    0930** Post Meeting
Sunday March 29   Vietnam Veterans Day
Wednesday April 8  Passover begins (Sundown)
Sunday April 19   0930** Post Meeting
Monday April 20   Yom Hashoah begins (Sundown)
Tuesday April 28   Israel Independence Day (Sundown)
Sunday May 10   Mother’s Day
Saturday May 16  Armed Forces Day
Sunday May 17   0930** Post Meeting
Sunday May 24   Collections — locations TBA
Monday May 25   Memorial Day
    Collections — locations TBA
Saturday June 6   D Day
Sunday June 14   Flag Day and Army’s Birthday
Sunday June 21   0930** Post Meeting and Father’s Day

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
IMPORTANT IMPORTANT 

DATESDATES**

Commander Larry Jasper
lmjasper@reagan.com • (813) 404-5616

*   Dates and Times are subject to change
** Breakfast at 0930; Meeting begins at 1000

To find our meeting room, go in the main entrance of  the SCI 
Unit. There is a stained glass window ahead of  you. Take a left 
at the stained glass window.  Our meeting room is the second 
sliding door on your left.
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JWV National  — www.jwv.org

244 YEARS STRONG!



COMMANDER’S     COMMANDER’S     
                      CORNERCORNER

At our upcoming meeting on November 17th, we will be honored 
to have 2 speakers. Mr. Mitra Gobin, Chief, James A. Haley VA 
Hospital Volunteer Services and Mr. Geoff  Hopkins, Chief  of  
Recreational Therapy at James A. Haley VA Hospital.  We will 
learn about volunteer opportunities, the Mission Act, and the 
recreational therapy provided to the veterans at Haley.  There will 
be an opportunity for questions.

There have been some changes at the Department of  Florida.  
Department Commander Scott Wilson has resigned his position 
due to personal reasons.  I have assumed the duties of  Department 
Commander; Harvey Charter has moved to the Senior Vice 
Commander position; Steve Jockers has moved to the 1st Junior 
Vice Commander position; Bernard Nachimson has moved to the 
2nd Junior Vice Commander position; Richard Berg has moved 
to the 3rd Junior Vice Commander position; the 4th Junior Vice 
Commander position will remain vacant for now.

If  you have not already seen the new Department of  Florida 
website, check it out: JWV-FL.org.  Articles and other info of  
interest is welcome for both the Post and Department websites.  
Forward your submissions via email to me or to Steve Falkowitz, 
stevefalk@gmail.com.

The Department holds quarterly meetings with the next one on 
January 12th in Delray Beach.  We will be honored to have at 
our meeting Harvey Weiner, JWV National Commander, and 
Sandra Cantor, President of  the JWV Auxiliary.  Future dates: a 
quarterly meeting on April 26th on the West Coast of  Florida, 
exact location to be announced; State Convention on June 3rd, 
location to be announced.  All JWV members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend the quarterly meetings as well as the state 
convention. As with our post, at the Department of  Florida there 
is also a need for more participation and members willing to hold 
positions, both elected and appointed.  If  you are interested in a 
position, please contact me.

Our December Post meeting will be during our Annual Chanukah 
Party on December 21st.  See the flyer for information and I hope 
to see everyone there for a great celebration!

On Monday December 23rd our Post Color Guard will present the 
colors on the ice at the Tampa Bay Lightning Game, celebrating 
the 2nd night of  Chanukah. Join in and encourage friends and 
relatives to do the same!

I would like to close with a reminder that I previous published: 

 The Jewish War Veterans of  the USA is the only 
group in the country to honor those of  the Jewish 
faith who served our military and nation. The 
organization serves to protect this unique heritage and 
contributions of  Jewish Americans who served in the 
Wars of  the United States of  America for peace and 
freedom.  Jews have served since before the founding 
of  our great country and continue to do so today in 
many places around the world and have always served 
in higher that proportionate numbers. Remember, 
you once served proudly and the JWV needs you to 
continue to do so.

I would also like to thank our Patron members, who, although 
may not have served in our military, are volunteering and serving 
alongside us and giving of  their time and treasure to help the 
veterans of  this great country.

A sober reminder to the Jewish Community: As of  May 2019, the 
American Jewish Community has lost 58 service members in the 
Iraq and Afghanistan Wars.

Wear you cap proudly and bring in new members!

Shalom,

Larry Jasper

JWV National: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans 

State of Florida: 
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv

Post 373: 
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa



Soldier Dies 10 Years After 
Being Shot in the Head While 
Looking for Bowe Bergdahl

SPOTLIGHT

14 Oct 2019 | Task & Purpose | By Jeff  Schogol
Editor’s Note: This article by Jeff  Schogol originally appeared on Task & Purpose, 
a digital news and culture publication dedicated to military and veterans issues.

Retired Army Master Sgt. Mark Allen has died 10 years after 
he was shot in the head while searching for deserter Pvt. Bowe 
Bergdahl in Afghanistan.

Allen died on Saturday at the age of  46, according to funeral 
information posted online.

He had been unable to walk or speak since he was a sniper shot 
him in the head in July 2009 while he was looking for Bergdahl, 
who had walked off  his base in Afghanistan and was held by 
the Taliban for five years, the Walton Tribune reported.

At Bergdahl's trial, Allen's wife Shannon testified that it would 
take up to 90 minutes each morning to get her husband out 
of  bed, showered, and dressed. She had to use a pulley system 
attached to the ceiling to move him.

His young daughter liked to climb into his wheelchair and sit on 
his lap, Shannon Allen said.

Bergdahl was reduced in rank for sergeant to private, ordered 
to forfeit $1,000 in pay for 10 months, and given a dishonorable 
discharge, but he did not serve any prison time.

(U.S. Air Force/Leah Ferrante)

Pregnant Florida Mom Uses 
AR-15 to Kill Home Intruder

4 Nov 2019 |  NY Post.com  | By Joe Tacopino

A pregnant woman is credited with saving the lives of  her hus-
band and daughter after she used an AR-15 to fatally gun down 
a home intruder, a report said.

The hero mom sprung into action when two intruders entered 
the family’s Lithia, Fla. home last week and pistol whipped her 
husband while violently grabbing their daughter, according to 
the Hillsborough County Sheriff ’s Office.

“They came in heavily hooded and masked,” the husband, Jere-
my King, told Bay News 9.

“As soon as they had got the back door opened, they had a pistol 
on me and was grabbing my 11-year-old daughter.”

The robbers then pistol-whipped King and kicked him while 
the man’s wife, who is eight months pregnant, retreated into the 
bedroom.

“When he came toward the back door in her line of  sight, she 
clipped him,” King told the outlet. “He made it from my back 
door to roughly 200 feet out in the front ditch before the AR 
did its thing.”

Police said in a press conference that they found the man’s dead 
body lying in the ditch nearby. The second suspect was on the 
loose.

The homeowner said he took a “severe beating,” but credited 
his wife for saving him.

“I’ve got a fractured eye socket, a fractured sinus cavity, a con-
cussion, 20 stitches and three staples in my head,” said King.

“Them guys came in with two normal pistols and my AR 
stopped it. [My wife] evened the playing field and kept them 
from killing me.”

The sheriff ’s office added that the firearm was in the home le-
gally.



WASHINGTON -- A bill requiring the POW/MIA flag to be 
flown with the American flag is on the verge of  becoming law.

The bipartisan bill -- the National POW/MIA Act, introduced in 
the Senate by Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Massachusetts, requires 
the POW/MIA flag to be flown with the American flag at certain 
memorials and federal buildings, including the White House 
and the U.S. Capitol, to honor unaccounted for servicemen 
and servicewomen from across more than 50 years of  wars and 
conflicts.

The bill passed through both chambers of  Congress, and now 
President Donald Trump must sign it into law.

“We owe it to those service members and their families to ensure 
that our nation never forgets their sacrifices,” said Sen. Pat 
Toomey, (R-PA).

More than 81,000 American troops are still unaccounted for from 
conflicts since World War II, according to federal data.

Under current law, the POW/MIA Flag is required to be displayed 
by the federal government on certain prominent federal properties 
only six days a year: Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, 
Independence Day, National POW/MIA Recognition Day and 
Veterans Day.

“The POW/MIA Flag is representative of  profound courage 
and sacrifice,” said Rep. Chris Pappas, D-New Hampshire, who 
introduced the House version of  the bill. “By proudly displaying 
this symbol outside of  our federal buildings, memorials, and 
national cemeteries, we are reaffirming our commitment to those 
service members and their families who have sacrificed beyond 
measure.”

I felt this subject was germane to the hearing and I asked 
Representative Levin about making this a national priority.  He 

Bill Requiring POW/MIA Flag Be Flown with 
US Flag Heads to Trump’s Desk

The U.S. flag flies above the POW/MIA flag. (Getty Images)

24 Oct 2019 | Stars and Stripes | By Steve Beynon

acknowledged a concern about this but informed me that it 
actually falls under another Sub-committee, Disability Assistance 
and Memorial Affairs, chaired by Representative Elaine Luria 
(D-VA). Representative Bilirakis is also a member of  this sub-
committee.  Representative Levin will have his legislative aide 
contact me with who to speak with on the sub-committee.

Additionally, I spoke with Representative Bilirakis and his Outreach 
Director, Rob Fleege, about what my post, the Department of  
Florida, and the JWV as a whole, can do to help with the homeless 
veteran issue. Rob Fleege will contact me for a meeting to discuss 
what we can do in addition to what the JWV is already doing.

I feel this Congressional Field Hearing was an excellent example 
of  bi-partisan cooperation for the benefit of  veterans, especially 
homeless veterans.  It was apparent that all concerned hold 
veterans in high esteem and are genuinely interested in honoring 
veterans in any way possible.

What Is This???
What Is This??? This QR Code leads you directly to the online JWV National Membership 

Application. Open your camera app on your smartphone as if  to take a picture 
of  it. Your smartphone will automatically open the Uniform Resource Locator 
(URL) in the web browser. On the top of  the screen you will see a block that reads, 
“l.ead.me,” so go ahead and simply tap the worded block. Your smartphone will 
automatically scan the QR Code and take you to the Online JWV Membership 
Application. You can fill out the Online Membership Application and forward it 
within minutes to JWV USA. Also consider placing this QR code on the back side of  
your business card to use to sign up new members to your Post.  As an alternative, 
you can store the URL on your phone, which will also take you to the online 
application.  That URL is:  
www.jwv.org/online_membership/users/membership.
Thanks to the JWV USA Professional Career Staff  for helping make this process easier.



5 Oct 2019 | Army.mil/News | By Gary Sheftick

PITTSBURGH -- Korean War veteran Ed Portka, 90, was 
honored along with his stepson Monday night as the Pittsburgh 
Steelers hosted the Cincinnati 
Bengals on national television.

Former Maj. David Reeser, who 
commanded an Army diving 
company in Europe 28 years ago, 
accompanied his stepfather, a 
former first lieutenant, onto the 
field for the Steelers' "Salute Our 
Heroes" recognition during a short 
break following the third quarter 
of  the game.

"I'm excited about it," Portka said 
about his upcoming recognition, 
just before the game, offering that 
he was "looking forward to it," but 
a little hesitant.

Portka served as a platoon leader 
in an engineer unit under the 1st 
Cavalry Division in Korea. He was responsible for breaching 
minefields and other obstacles during offensive operations and 
installing minefields to protect U.S. defensive positions.

"We did a lot of  dirty work," Portka said. "It was specialized work."

He said every chance they got, they detonated mines by firing 
their M-1 rifles at them rather than risking lives.

Portka served in Korea from 1952-
53. One of  his memories was of  
meeting Gen. Matthew Ridgway, 
8th Army commander, during a 
battlefield circulation, just after 
Portka's platoon finished clearing 
a minefield near Pusan, Korea.

The Korean War armistice 
agreement was signed on Portka's 
24th birthday, July 27, 1953, just 
before he redeployed home. He 
said it was quite a birthday present.

Reeser was stationed in Europe 
in the early 1990s, where he 
served as a platoon Leader and 
then as commander of  a diving 
detachment. After leaving the 
military, he founded an engineering 
firm, Infrastructure Engineers, 

that performs underwater bridge inspections.

Reeser now lives in Florida and his stepfather in Atlanta, but 
said he returns to Pittsburgh every chance he gets to take his 
stepfather to Steeler games.

90-Year-Old Korean War Vet Was Honored 
During Monday Night Football

Korean War veteran Ed Portka and his stepson, former Maj. David 
Reser, stand on the football field in Pittsburgh Sept. 30, 2019, to 
be recognized following the third quarter of  a game the Pittsburgh 
Steelers won 27-3 against the Cincinnati Bengals. (Photo courtesy of  the 
Pittsburgh Steelers)

USS Indianapolis Sets Sail for Home Port in Florida
The future USS Indianapolis (LCS 
17) transits Lake Michigan toward 
Naval Station Great Lakes for a 
Sail by and Salute. (U.S. Navy/Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class 
Camilo Fernan)   

30 Oct 2019 | The Times, Munster, Ind. | By Joseph S. Pete

The USS Indianapolis Littoral Combat Ship set sail for its home 
base in Florida.

The $450 million ship tasked for mine warfare, the fourth to bear 
the USS Indianapolis name, will travel up Lake Michigan, through 
the Straits of  Mackinac, across the Great Lakes and through the 
St. Lawrence Seaway that opens into the Atlantic Ocean northeast 
of  Quebec City in Canada. The warship and its crew of  70 sailors 
will then travel south down the coastline to the Naval Station 
Mayport near Jacksonville, Florida.

"Their families will be there to welcome them when they pull 
into the home port," said Ray Shearer, chairman off  the USS 
Indianapolis Commissioning Committee, which spent years 

planning Saturday's ceremony.

More than 12,000 people total are estimated to have attended 
the commissioning in which the Freedom-class ship made in 
Wisconsin was officially placed into U.S. Navy service. Speakers 
included Gov. Eric Holcomb, Under Sec. of  the Navy Thomas 
Modly and Department of  Defense Deputy Chief  Management 
Officer Lisa W. Hershman.

"We decided to go big," Shearer said. "Most other commissioning’s 
have 1,200 people to 2,000 people. We had 12,000 people 
honoring our veterans and supporting our military."

Only a few Navy ship commissioning’s have taken place on the 
Great Lakes, where the mostly coastal Navy typically does little 
more than basic training and the periodic goodwill tour. Barges 
were required to perform the ceremony on the Detroit River, and 
commissioning ceremonies in Milwaukee and Buffalo were beset 
by blizzards.

But organizers were determined to bring the pomp and pageantry 
of  a Navy ship commissioning to Indiana, especially since the 
USS Indianapolis was being built at a shipyard on Lake Michigan.



104-Year-Old Vet Still 
Won’t Talk About 

Her Classified WWII Work

World War II poster by 
Seymour R. Goff  (US War 
Information Office)

30 Oct 2019 | The Bakersfield 
Californian | By Steven Mayer

They used to say, "Loose lips sink 
ships," and Elizabeth "Betty" Petrie 
still lives by those words.

A lieutenant junior grade in the 
U.S. Navy women's auxiliary, Petrie 
worked in highly classified military 
communications during World War 
II, and Tuesday on the occasion of  
her 104th birthday, she still wouldn't 
breathe a word about the details of  
her work.

"I can't tell you anything," Petrie 
said, raising her hands, smiling.

The World War II veteran, who was born in 1915 and enlisted in 
the WAVES in 1942, celebrated her 104th birthday at Brookdale 
Riverwalk assisted living center in southwest Bakersfield. And 
talk about a party.

There were reporters and news cameras, political luminaries, 
members of  the military and dozens of  her fellow residents 
present to honor her and thank her for her service.

"I was completely surprised," she said. "But pleasantly 
surprised."

Petrie, who later taught school in Shafter, had been invited to 
fly to Washington, D.C. with Honor Flight Kern County to 
tour the war memorials with a planeload of  her fellow veterans. 
But her health wouldn't allow, so the organization decided to 
give her a virtual Honor Flight by showing her a video on the 
National World War II and presenting her with an official blue 
Honor Flight jacket, along with other gifts.

U.S. Navy Chief  Petty Officer Ricardo Ybarra presented Petrie 
with a folded American flag, and Bakersfield Mayor Karen 
Goh, Assemblyman Vince Fong, R-Bakersfield, and field 
representatives from the offices of  several other local politicians 
were there to honor her.

Clarence Hosey, who has served as a guardian on 17 Honor 
Flights, said the word went out Monday night for volunteers, 
and he couldn't say no.

"I said, 'Hey, sign me up,'" he said Tuesday.  "This isn't about 
me, it's about this veteran," he said of  the woman everyone 
calls, "Ms. Betty."  "When I heard she's 104? Oh, man, I just 
had to be here."

World War II Vet, 100, 
Honored for Guarding 

Tomb of Unknown Soldier

Jack Eaton, 100, the oldest living 
sentinel of  the Tomb of  the Unknown 
Soldier, salutes the Patriot Guard 
Riders as he walks off  the airplane at 
the Detroit Metropolitan Airport in 
Romulus, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2019. 
(Junfu Han/Detroit Free Press via AP)

24 Oct 2019 | Detroit Free 
Press | By Omar Abdel-
Baqui

A 100-year-old World War 
II veteran finally got to 
scratch a much-deserved, 
long-awaited bullet point 
from his bucket list.

Jack Eaton, the oldest 
living sentinel of  the 
Tomb of  the Unknown 
Soldier, arrived at Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport 
Wednesday afternoon after 
spending the morning in 
Arlington, Virginia, where he saw, for the first time, a recently 
erected plaque recognizing his guardianship of  the monument 
from January 1938 to December 1939.

"I really like (knowing) that it's happened," Eaton said. "This 
is a thing I've been wanting."  The former U.S. Army sergeant 
and current Burton, Michigan, resident was met at American 
Airlines Gate D28 by dozens of  cheering, clapping and saluting 
veterans, public servants and other supporters, all while 
"America the Beautiful" played.

"I appreciate everything you people are doing here," Eaton said. 
"I just can't believe that this is happening. I don't think I did that 
much -- I was just doing what I was supposed to do."

In 2017, Eaton toured the back barracks of  the guards of  the 
Tomb of  the Unknown Soldier, where plaques of  every living 
soldier who guarded the tomb are displayed.  A plaque honoring 
Eaton was nowhere to be found, so he inquired.  Following 
an investigation, it was found that Eaton did in fact serve, and 
a plaque with Eaton's name and dates of  guardianship was 
erected.

When he returned to Arlington in 2018 via the Mid-Michigan 
Honor Flight, his plaque was displaced, leaving him disappointed 
a second time.  "He was very upset," said Eaton's stepdaughter, 
Brenda Warburton. "Someone described it as a five-year-old 
who was told their birthday party had been cancelled."

The president of  Mid-Michigan Honor Flight contacted 
American Airlines last month and was able to secure flight 
arrangements to and from Washington, where Eaton ultimately 
received his due honor Wednesday.

— Continued on Page 7



Unknown Soldier (Continued from page 6)

"It was great to finally see his name there," Warburton said. "He 
even got a little choked up, and that's kind of  unusual for Jack."  
The spry 100-year-old received gifts from American Airlines 
and other organizations and stood for seemingly every person 
that shook his hand.

Eaton marched with the Honor Guard and the Patriot Guard 
Riders across North Terminal as hundreds of  travelers, some 
visibly emotional, erupted in cheers as he walked by.

Scott Hungerford of  the Patriot Guard Riders said the event 
was special because of  Eaton's status as a Tomb sentinel and a 
centennial.

Corinne Shields is part of  the Willow Run Tribute Rosies, who 
dress up as Rosie the Riveter and greet veterans at events like 
this one. A few Rosies followed the procession through North 
Terminal.   Shields says she's glad Eaton "got a kick" out of  the 
event.  "I'm very proud to do something, however tiny, for that 
amazing generation," Shields said.

Safe Travels —What to 
know about Medicare when 

traveling abroad:

In general, Medicare will not pay for health care services or 
supplies if  you travel outside the United States.  Please go to 
the following website to see Medicare Traveling Rules:

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?

The VA Is Processing More 
Appeals, Decisions Thanks 

to New System
Week of  October 28, 2019  | Military.com

The results are in: The Board of  Veterans' Appeals processed 
11% more decisions and held 38% more hearings in fiscal 2019 
than 2018 thanks, in part, to a new congressionally-mandated 
appeals structure, officials reported this month. That new 
process, combined with hiring more staff, helped the board 
process 96,000 rating appeals, of  which 35% were granted and 
30% denied, BVA Chairman Cheryl Mason said. 

Military Retirees, Those Who 
Receive Disability or Other Benefits 
from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, Federal Retirees and Social 

Security Recipients:
You will see a 1.6% increase in your monthly checks for 2020. 
This means that you will get an additional $16 for every $1,000 in 
government benefits you receive.

The average VA disability check will go up about $2 per month 
for those with a 10 percent rating, and $49 for those rated at 100 
percent.

The Department of  Labor determines the annual COLA 
by measuring the Consumer Price Index (CPI), which is a 
measurement of  a broad sampling of  the cost of  consumer 
goods and expenses. The CPI is compared to the previous year, 
if  there is an increase there is a COLA. If  there is no increase, 
there is no COLA.

Help support the JWV with a 
USAA Visa Credit Card.

Go to JWV.org or USAA.com to apply.



1 Nov 2019  | Military.com | By Matthew Cox

The U.S. Army just awarded a contract worth $162 million to 
General Dynamics Land Systems to produce remote-controlled 
robotic mule vehicles to transport heavy combat necessities so 
small units won't have to carry them into battle.

After months of  testing, Army robotic officials selected the 
GDLS Multi-Utility 
Tactical Transport 
(MUTT), which will 
become the service's 
Small Multipurpose 
Equipment Transport 
(SMET). The Army 
plans to start fielding 
it to infantry brigade 
combat teams (IBCTs) 
by early fiscal 2021.

GDLS will make 
some changes to the 
system, however, 
before it is fielded, he 
said, describing how 
the generator will 
be moved to reduce 
noise.

"It is all electric, but there is a generator that charges the battery, 
so that generator was sitting on the outside of  the vehicle and it 
was loud," Brown said. "They are going to take that generator, 
put it under the deck and soundproof  it so it's a lot less noisy."

The SMET will be capable of  hauling more than 1,000 pounds 
of  soldier gear at a speed of  about eight miles per hour.

"It's generally supposed to go at walking speed with the squad; 
that's why it's eight miles per hour," Brown said.

The SMET will also generate three kilowatts of  power to charge 
the growing number of  tactical electronic devices soldiers carry.

"Having that power generation forward with multiple battery 
chargers was really 
important to the 
soldiers," Brown said.

On the current 
contract, the Army 
plans to buy 624 
SMETs and begin 
fielding them to 
IBCTs between the 
fourth quarter of  
fiscal 2020 and the 
first quarter of  fiscal 
2021, he added.

Initially, the SMET 
was intended to 
go to every squad, 
but Army officials 
decided that such a 
small unit doesn't 

have the resources to maintain the mule or to transport it when 
not on foot, Brown said.

The plan now is to make SMET a battalion asset so squads, 
platoons and companies can benefit from the new vehicle but 
don't have to keep up the maintenance.

Army Selects GDLS' Robotic Mule to 
Haul Soldier Gear into Battle

The Veterans Administration (VA) offers 
Veterans Choice Program

It stipulates that Veterans who have to wait more than 30 days to see a doctor, or who live more 
than 40 miles from their closest VA site can receive health care from community providers.  The 
provider must be part of  the VA’s network of  community providers.  Please go to the following 
website for further information:

https://www..va.gov/opa/choiceact/documents/choice-act-summary.pdf



Iran Student Leader 
Says He Regrets 

1979 US Embassy Attack
In this Oct. 29, 2019, photo, 
Ebrahim Asgharzadeh, one of  
the Iranian student leaders of  
the 1979 U.S. Embassy takeover, 
speaks in an interview with The 
Associated Press, in Tehran, Iran. 
Asgharzadeh says he now regrets 
the seizure of  the diplomatic 
compound and the 444-day 
hostage crisis that followed. (AP 
Photo/Vahid Salemi)

2 Nov 2019 | The Associated Press | By Nasser Karimi and 
Mohammad Nasiri

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — His revolutionary fervor diminished by 
the years that have also turned his dark brown hair white, one of  
the Iranian student leaders of  the 1979 U.S. Embassy takeover 
says he now regrets the seizure of  the diplomatic compound and 
the 444-day hostage crisis that followed.

Speaking to The Associated Press ahead of  Monday's 40th 
anniversary of  the attack, Ebrahim Asgharzadeh acknowledged 
that the repercussions of  the crisis still reverberate as tensions 
remain high between the U.S. and Iran over Tehran's collapsing 
nuclear deal with world powers.

Asgharzadeh cautioned others against following in his footsteps, 
despite the takeover becoming enshrined in hard-line mythology. 
He also disputed a revisionist history now being offered by 
supporters of  Iran's Revolutionary Guard that they directed the 
attack, insisting all the blame rested with the Islamist students 
who let the crisis spin out of  control.

"Like Jesus Christ, I bear all the sins on my shoulders," Asgharzadeh 
said.

At the time, what led to the 1979 takeover remained obscure to 
Americans who for months could only watch in horror as TV 
newscasts showed Iranian protests at the embassy. Popular anger 
against the U.S. was rooted in the 1953 CIA-engineered coup that 
toppled Iran's elected prime minister and cemented the power of  
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi.

The shah, dying from cancer, fled Iran in February 1979, paving 
the way for its Islamic Revolution. But for months, Iran faced 
widespread unrest ranging from separatist attacks, worker revolts 
and internal power struggles. Police reported for work but not for 
duty, allowing chaos like Marxist students briefly seizing the U.S. 
Embassy.

In this power vacuum, then-President Jimmy Carter allowed 
the shah to seek medical treatment in New York. That lit the 

fuse for the Nov. 4, 1979, takeover, though at first the Islamist 
students argued over which embassy to seize. A student leader 
named Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who later became president in 
2005, argued they should seize the Soviet Embassy compound in 
Tehran as leftists had caused political chaos.

But the students settled on the U.S. Embassy, hoping to pressure 
Carter to send the shah back to Iran to stand trial on corruption 
charges. Asgharzadeh, then a 23-year-old engineering student, 
remembers friends going to Tehran's Grand Bazaar to buy a bolt 
cutter, a popular tool used by criminals, and the salesman saying: 
"You do not look like thieves! You certainly want to open up the 
U.S. Embassy door with it!"

"The society was ready for it to happen. Everything happened so 
fast," Asgharzadeh said. "We cut off  the chains on the embassy's 
gate. Some of  us climbed up the walls and we occupied the 
embassy compound very fast."

Like other former students, Asgharzadeh said the plan had been 
simply to stage a sit-in. But the situation soon spun out of  their 
control. Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the long-exiled Shiite cleric 
whose return to Iran sparked the revolution, gave his support to 
the takeover. He would use that popular angler to expand the 
Islamists' power.

"We, the students, take responsibility for the first 48 hours of  the 
takeover," Asgharzadeh said. "Later, it was out of  our hands since 
the late Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini and the 
establishment supported it."

He added: "Our plan was one of  students, unprofessional and 
temporary."

As time went on, it slowly dawned on the naive students that 
Americans as a whole wouldn't join their revolution. While a rescue 
attempt by the U.S. military would fail and Carter would lose to 
Ronald Reagan amid the crisis, the U.S. as whole expressed worry 
about the hostages by displaying yellow ribbons and counting the 
days of  their captivity.

As the months passed, things only got worse. Asgharzadeh said 
he thought it would end once the shah left America or later with 
his death in Egypt in July 1980. It didn't.

"A few months after the takeover, it appeared to be turning into a 
rotten fruit hanging down from a tree and no one had the courage 
to take it down and resolve the matter," he said. "There was a lot 
of  public opinion support behind the move in the society. The 
society felt it had slapped America, a superpower, on the mouth 
and people believed that the takeover proved to America that 
their democratic revolution had been stabilized."

It hadn't, though. The eight-year Iran-Iraq War would break out 
during the crisis. The hostage crisis and later the war boosted the 
position of  hard-liners who sought strict implementation of  their 
version of  Islamic beliefs.

Seizing or attacking diplomatic posts remains a tactic of  Iranian 

— Continued on Page 10
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issue – it is formatted as 
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content/uploads/2019/10/
The-Jewish-Veterans-2019-
Issue-3.pdf.

ISIS Names Baghdadi's 
Successor, Threatens US

This file image made from 
video posted on a militant 
website April 29, 2019, 
purports to show the leader 
of  the Islamic State group, 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, being 
interviewed by his group's 
Al-Furqan media outlet. (Al-
Furqan media via AP)

31 Oct 2019 | Agence France Presse | By Laure al-Khoury

The Islamic State jihadist group confirmed the death of  its 
leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi in a statement Thursday and 
named his replacement as Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Quraishi.

"We mourn you... commander of  the faithful," said Abu Hamza 
al-Quraishi -- presented as the jihadist group's new spokesman 
-- in an audio statement.

Baghdadi, who led ISIS since 2014 and was the world's most 
wanted man, was killed in a U.S. special forces raid in Syria's 
northwestern province of  Idlib on Sunday.  The group also 
confirmed the killing in another raid the following day of  the 
group's previous spokesman Abu Hassan al-Muhajir.

"The Islamic State shura council convened immediately after 
confirming the martyrdom of  Sheikh Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 
and the elders of  the holy warriors agreed" on a replacement, 
said the seven-minute message.

Little is known about Hashimi, whose name was seldom 
mentioned as a possible successor the multiple times that 
Baghdadi was reported killed in recent years.

"We don't know much about him except that he is the leading 
judge of  ISIS and he heads the Sharia (Islamic law) committee," 
said Hisham al-Hashemi, an Iraqi expert on ISIS.

The ISIS spokesman also issued a stark warning to the United 
States, whose President Donald Trump announced Baghdadi's 
death in a televised address from the White House.

"Do not rejoice America," he warned, "the new chosen one will 
make you forget the horror you have beholden... and make the 
achievements of  the Baghdadi days taste sweet".

The spokesman also referred to an earlier call by Baghdadi for 
the thousands of  ISIS fighters held in Syrian and Iraqi prisons 
to be freed.

Syrian Kurdish forces run prisons in northeastern Syria where 
they say around 12,000 ISIS suspects are held.  Most of  those 
prisoners are Iraqi and Syrian but the detainees also include 
more than 2,000 foreigners who hail from more than 50 
different countries.

With aerial and logistical assistance from an international 

coalition led by the US, Iraqi and Syrian forces have wrested 
back all the territory lost to ISIS in 2014.

ISIS has a very horizontal structure, analysts say, and the impact 
of  a decapitation strike may be more symbolic than operational, 
leaving the group's global jihadist brand and efficiency as an 
insurgency largely intact.

hard-liners to this day. A mob stormed the British Embassy in 
Tehran in 2011, while another attacked diplomatic posts of  Saudi 
Arabia in 2016, which led to diplomatic ties being cut between 
Tehran and Riyadh.

However, Asgharzadeh denied that Iran's then-nascent 
Revolutionary Guard directed the U.S. Embassy takeover, 
although he said it was informed before the attack over fears that 
security forces would storm the compound and retake it. Many at 
the time believed the shah would launch a coup, like in 1953, to 
regain power.

"In a very limited way, we informed one of  the Guard's units and 
they accepted to protect the embassy from outside," Asgharzadeh 
said. "The claim (by hard-liners) on the Guard's role lacks credit. I 
am the main narrator of  the incident and I am still alive."

In the years since, Asgharzadeh has become a reformist politician 
and served prison time for his views. He has argued that Iran 
should work toward improving ties with the U.S., a difficult task 
amid President Donald Trump's maximalist campaign against 
Tehran.

"It is too difficult to say when the relations between Tehran and 
Washington can be restored," Asgharzadeh said. "I do not see any 
prospect."

Embassy (Continued from page 9)



In Congress, Veteran Suicide Prevention Is a 
Bipartisan Topic. Here’s the Plan:

Airmen from the 476th Fighter Group participate in the POW/
MIA Recognition Day ruck march Sept. 20, 2019, at Moody Air 
Force Base, Ga. (U.S. Air Force/Erick Requadt) 

31 Oct 2019 | Military.com | By Robert Wilkie

Robert Wilkie (@SecWilkie) is the 10th U.S. secretary of  Veterans 
Affairs.
When American men and women put on our nation's uniform, 
they don't fight for one political party or just some of  the states.

They fight for all of  America. And that's why it's important for 
us to work together and find solutions to the most daunting 
challenge of  our time: preventing veteran suicide.

Thankfully, Republicans and Democrats in Congress are trying 
to pass the Improve Well-Being for Veterans Act, legislation 
that we at the Department of  Veterans Affairs believe will 
provide a lifeline to veterans everywhere. It's a plan that has 
the potential to finally help us reach the roughly 60 percent 
of  veterans who die by suicide each day without any recent 
connection to VA care.

The proposal comes from Reps. Jack Bergman of  Michigan and 
Chrissy Houlahan of  Pennsylvania, and Sens. John Boozman 
of  Arkansas and Mark Warner of  Virginia. Introduced in the 
House of  Representatives, the bill has almost an equal number 
of  Republican and Democratic co-sponsors, but we are 
concerned it faces an uncertain future in the House Committee 
on Veterans' Affairs, led by Chairman Mark Takano.

Like most good ideas, this legislation is elegant in its simplicity. 
It recognizes a fact about suicide that we at the VA have known 
for some time now -- the federal government by itself  cannot 
prevent veterans from performing this last tragic act.

To make progress, the government needs to reach far beyond 
its walls and work with as many partners as we can. We need 
to work with veteran service organizations, caregivers and 
nonprofits at the state and local level who know these veterans 
and know their stories. This isn't about building up an army 
of  federal workers; this is about finding ways to reach out to 
veterans in the communities where they live and work, through 
people and groups who know the most about what these 
veterans are going through and understand better than anyone 
when they might be at risk of  hurting themselves.

And it's about finding partners who can more quickly identify 
the risk factors that put veterans at risk, such as addiction, 
homelessness or mental health.

The Improve Well-Being for Veterans Act would allow the VA 
to support each of  these current and potential partners and get 
veterans the help they need more quickly than ever before.

It would do so by allowing the VA to offer direct grants to these 
organizations, and letting these groups use these resources to 
tailor aid to the veterans in their communities.

And it would allow the VA to make informed decisions 
about grant funding without adding new, unneeded layers of  
bureaucracy.

How do we know we will have success with a decentralized plan 
such as this that relies on community engagement instead of  
big, expensive new layers of  government?

One reason is that we have already had real success reducing 
veteran homelessness using the same approach. By reaching 
out to state and local partners, we've seen a steady decline in 
veteran homelessness -- 78 communities and three states have 
effectively eliminated this problem, and we are adding new 
communities all the time.

Another reason is the changing reality of  caring for veterans. 
Many live too far away from our brick-and-mortar health care 
facilities to get effective help and will require help locally. 
Others may be struggling with the stigma of  a condition that 
puts them at risk, and will be reluctant to seek help at the VA. 
Some may even have a distrust of  government that keeps them 
away from the VA.

During the Civil War, in summertime, President Abraham 
Lincoln rode with injured Union troops as they were carted 
to hospitals north of  the White House. He said once in 
exasperation, "I am indeed surrounded, as is the whole country, 
by very trying circumstances."

Veterans today face a different set of  trying circumstances. But 
the answer is the same as it has always been -- all of  us, working 
together, will win this fight. We hope Chairman Takano will 
agree.



Bobby Daniels, foreground, and other veterans await the start of  a 
Sept, 24, 2019 Capitol Hill press conference during which lawmakers 
and veterans urged urged the administration to provide health care and 
benefits to Vietnam-era veterans living with the effects of  exposure 
to Agent Orange. (JOE GROMELSKI/STARS AND STRIPES)

Lawmakers Question Whether VA Can Process 
Blue Water Claims in Time

31 Oct 2019 | Stars and Stripes | By Steve Beynon

WASHINGTON — "Blue water" Vietnam veterans have to wait 
until next year before the Department of  Veterans Affairs will 
start processing Agent Orange disability claims, but lawmakers 
are skeptical the VA will be ready.

"Between now and January, the VA has a lot of  work to do," Rep. 
Mike Bost, R, Ill., ranking member on the House subcommittee 
on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs, said Wednesday 
at a hearing on blue water claims.

The Blue Water Navy Act of  2019 was signed into law in June 
and is set to go into effect Jan, 1 2020. The law says that veterans 
aboard American vessels offshore in Vietnam between Jan. 9, 
1962, and May 7, 1975, are presumed to have been exposed to 
Agent Orange and might be entitled to disability benefits.

A key issue at the hearing was logistics, most notably involving 
a tool the VA is creating to catalog ship logs to prove veterans 
were in certain locations. Some lawmakers are skeptical of  
how accurate the verification could be, and it isn't ready for 
veterans’ advocates or lawmakers to see. If  further verification 
is required, it can be a tall order for veterans to prove where they 
were deployed.

Beyond verification, lawmakers are concerned about the 
labyrinth of  potentially confusing forms a veteran must 
navigate to start applying for disability. In some cases, veterans 
can be denied or their claims process can be prolonged if  the 
wrong form is submitted, and they can get conflicting answers 
on which forms they might need.

"We've gotten feedback that veterans trying to submit these 
claims are very confused. Do we really need to quibble about 
if  they're submitting an old form, new form or having them 
resubmit forms multiple times?" Rep. Elaine Luria, D-Va., 
chairwoman of  the subcommittee, asked a VA representative. 
"At what point … after 40 years do people need to actually get 
these benefits?"

The VA says its workers still aren't trained to process blue water 
claims despite the tight timeline.

"Our folks are not trained to do this work yet," said Willie Clark, 
deputy undersecretary for field operations, citing logistical 
issues plaguing the process. "We want to make sure we get it 
right. We have rushed to do things sometimes." He added the 
aging of  the former service members is increasingly a concern 
to get them the benefits they deserve while they are alive.



North Korea Says it Test-Fired New 
Multiple Rocket Launcher

This Thursday, Oct. 31, 2019, photo provided by the North Korean government, 
shows what it says a test firing of  a super-large rocket launcher by the Academy 
of  Defense Science in North Korea. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service 
via AP)

1 Nov 2019 | The Associated Press | By Kim Tong-Hyung

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea confirmed Friday it 
conducted its third test-firing of  a new "super-large" multiple 
rocket launcher that it says expands its ability to destroy enemy 
targets in surprise attacks.

The latest launches extended a month long streak of  weapons 
displays by the North, which continues to use a standstill in 
nuclear negotiations to advance its military capabilities while 
pressuring Washington for concessions.

Pyongyang's official Korean Central News Agency described 
the tests a day after the South Korean and Japanese militaries 
said they detected two projectiles launched from an area near the 
North Korean capital traveling more than 321 kilometers (200 
miles) cross-country before landing in waters off  the North's 
eastern coast.

Experts say the North could continue to ramp up weapons 
demonstrations ahead of  an end-of-year deadline set by leader 
Kim Jong Un for the U.S. to offer mutually acceptable terms 
to salvage a fragile diplomacy strained by disagreements over 
exchanging sanctions relief  and disarmament steps.

Thursday's launches followed statements of  displeasure by top 
North Korean officials over the slow pace of  nuclear negotiations 
with the United States and demands that the administration of  

President Donald Trump ease crippling sanctions and pressure 
on their country.

KCNA said Kim expressed satisfaction over what North Korea 
described as a successful test of  its new rocket artillery system, 
but it wasn't clear whether the leader observed the launches 
on site. The North previously tested the system in August 
and September. The latest test verified the "perfection" of  
the system's continuous firing ability that allows it to "totally 
destroy" enemy targets with "super power," the agency said.

Kim Eun-han, spokesman of  Seoul's Unification Ministry, said 
South Korea has "strong concern" over the North's weapons 
activity, but avoided a straightforward answer when asked about 
the possible impact on inter-Korean dialogue.

Chung Eui-yong, the presidential national security director, 
downplayed the threat posed by North Korea's new weapons 
during a parliamentary hearing while also mentioning South 
Korea's missile defense systems.

Earlier this month, the North test-fired an underwater-launched 
ballistic missile for the first time in three years. The North has 
also tested new short-range ballistic missile and rocket artillery 
systems in recent months in what experts saw as an effort to 
advance its military capabilities and increase its bargaining power.



If  you have any other questions, please contact Christy Turner at: 
cturner@jwv.org or 202-265-6283.

To find out more information, go to:
https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/

JWVs-2020-Mission-to-Israel.pdf, 

or you can simply use a QR code reader to scan 
the code on the right.

Jewish War Veterans of the USA

33rd Mission to Israel
March 22-March 31, 2020

Join us on our 33rd Mission to Israel! Witness the wonderful 
achievements of theis small Jewish country. America’s friend and ally. We visit places 

other groups do not visit. Get updated briefings. Meet Israelis and their leaders. Enjoy fun and comradeship 
with fellow veterans. Feel at home! You do not have to be Jewish or a veteran to travel with us, so bring your 
family and friends!



Naval Aviator Who Survived 6 Years in 
Hanoi Hilton Dies at 91

Overview of  the Hanoi prison camp, nicknamed the Hanoi Hilton. (Courtesy 
photo via U.S. Air Force)

16 Oct 2019 | The Florida Times-Union | By Matt Soergel

Navy pilot Byron Fuller spent almost six years as a prisoner 
of  war in North Vietnam, 
where his battered body 
was tortured and starved, 
where he endured more 
than two years in solitary 
confinement in a 4-by-7-
foot cell.

Upon his release in 1973 
from Hoa Lo, a prison 
camp known to the world 
as the Hanoi Hilton, he 
strode across the tarmac 
at Jacksonville Naval Air 
Station, a huge smile on 
his face, with his wife and 
four children by his side. 
He briefly addressed the 
crowd gathered to greet 
him: "America, America, 
how beautiful you are ... Tonight my cup runneth over."

He then promptly took up again the life that was his: As 
husband, father, Navy man.

After leaving the Navy base following his speech, the family 
drove to the house in Jacksonville's Venetia neighborhood that 
his wife, Mary Anne, had bought while he was gone, when she 
didn't know if  was alive or dead. After a quick walk-through, 
he and Mary Anne drove to the beach to spend a few days 
together, to get to know each other again.

Then he came home to his children, his son, Bob Fuller, said. 
He rode horses with his three girls, went to a car race near 
Tallahassee with his son. He'd been gone from them some 
seven years, and there was a lot to catch up on.

"There wasn't a Little League baseball game he wouldn't go to, 
a school play, a birthday party," Bob Fuller said.

Byron Fuller, who rose through the Navy ranks before retiring 
as a rear admiral, died Friday afternoon at Fleet Landing in 
Atlantic Beach, with his family around him. He was 91.

Rear Adm. Fuller was a much-decorated veteran. He was awarded 
the Navy Cross, the military's second-highest decoration for 
valor, for his "extraordinary heroism" as a prisoner of  war. 
He also received two Silver Stars, four Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, two Bronze Stars, two Purple Hearts and the POW 
Medal.

In a 2008 story in the Times-Union, as former Hanoi Hilton 

prisoner John McCain was running for president, Fuller told 
how he was forced to eject from his downed A-4 Skyhawk over 

North Vietnam on July 14, 
1967. In the process, he 
broke his right arm, injured 
his left arm and damaged 
his left knee enough that he 
wasn't able to walk.

His captors put him a net 
of  vines suspended from a 
bamboo pole. He recalled 
how villagers threw rocks 
at him, and how one elderly 
man chanted "U.S. dollar! 
U.S. dollar!" as he chucked 
his rocks at Fuller.

After being taken to Hoa 
Lo, he was tortured for 
10 days and left for dead. 
An American pilot named 
Wayne Waddell took care 

of  him for 100 days, nursing him back to health -- only to 
see Fuller thrown into solitary confinement in a tiny cell, on 
starvation rations, for the next 25 months. Fuller and Waddell 
remained lifelong friends.

Fuller said he passed the long hours in solitary by designing 
houses in his head, cataloging every piece of  wood and every 
nail he would need. He later built one of  those houses in 
Jacksonville Beach, complete with the ocean view that he had 
dreamed of  during those long years at the Hanoi Hilton.

Fuller was born in Mississippi on Nov. 23, 1927, but was raised 
in Jacksonville, largely by his mother. After high school, he 
joined the Navy toward the end of  World War II and served 
on a destroyer, USS Waldron. After going to Emory University, 
he got an appointment at the Naval Academy, from which he 
graduated in 1951.

The next year, at NAS Jacksonville, he married Mary Anne 
McGinley, whom he'd known since they were each in ninth 
grade at Landon High School. She's 91, and still lives in the 
beach house he designed while in solitary confinement. They 
have four children and six grandchildren.

Fuller deployed to Vietnam on board USS Bon Homme Richard, 
where he commanded an attack squadron of  fighter planes. He 
was shot down on his 110th combat mission.

— Continued on Page 15



After his release from the Hanoi Hilton, during which he was 
promoted to captain, he commanded the USS Detroit, a fast 
combat support ship, and the USS America, an aircraft carrier. 
Years later his son Bob was a Navy pilot on the USS America 
during Operation Desert Storm.

Byron Fuller served in the Pentagon after being elevated to rear 
admiral, and then commanded Carrier Battle Group Four out 
of  Virginia. In 1982, after 37 years of  service, he retired from 
active duty.

In private business, he rose to become president of  Sun State 
Marine, a tug and barge company that was based in Green Cove 
Springs. He was on the board of  directors at Wolfson Children's 
Hospital and a founding board member of  Fleet Landing, an 
Atlantic Beach retirement community.

Family life gave him the most joy, said a son-in-law, Matt 
Tuohy, a retired Naval flight officer who is head of  the aviation 
department at Jacksonville University.

"I don't think I ever met anybody who enjoyed family dinners 
and family functions as much as Byron did. I think part of  it was 
his time away. I never saw him happier than when we were all 
together," he said.

Peggy Fuller, the youngest of  Byron Fuller's three daughters, 
agreed. "You think he's such a big strong man when you hear 
about his career, but he's really a gentle person," she said. "Any 
excuse to have a party, an occasion. His happiest times are when 
we all got together."

Peggy Fuller, who is a veterinarian, was 6 when he left for 
Vietnam and about 12 when he came home. She recalled getting 
used to saying "dad" again.

"For so many years you don't say the word around the house," 
she said. "Now you say 'dad,' and you had to look around. Was 
it an echo? Having him there, getting used to saying his name, 
took some getting used to."

She said he sometimes spoke of  his imprisonment, where he, as 
one of  the more senior officers, was a prime target for torture. 
"We used to call him the Great Resister," she said.

Byron Fuller confirmed that in his 2008 Times-Union interview, 
saying that no matter how bad the torture got he had the same 
mantra for his interrogators: name, rank, service number, date 
of  birth: "Fuller, Robert B. Commander. 542942. 11-23-27."

The reaction was the same, he said: "You say that a number of  
times, they get sick and tired and break the ropes out."

Peggy Fuller said that after her father came home, a classmate 
pressed her to ask him: Did he hate the enemy? So she asked 
him.

"He told me, 'They were doing their job. I was doing mine.' For 
him to say that to a 12-year-old kid, looking back, I realized that 
was the right answer -- instead of  what he could have said."

Hanoi Hilton (Continued from page 15) Russian Soldier Kills 
8 Fellow Servicemen 

in Siberia
This undated photo shows 
Ramil Shamsutdinov, a 
soldier who has gone on a 
shooting spree in Siberia on 
Friday, Oct. 25, 2019 at a 
military base in the town of  
Gorny in the Baikal Lake 
region about 150 kilometers 
(93 miles) north of  the 
border with Mongolia. (Project 
Baza via AP)

25 Oct 2019  | The Associated Press

MOSCOW — The Russian Defense Ministry says a soldier killed 
eight of  his comrades and wounded two others in a shooting 
outburst at a base in Siberia before being apprehended.

The ministry said the attack happened Friday at a military base 
in the town of  Gorny, 150 kilometers (93 miles) north of  the 
border with Mongolia.

Two of  those killed were officers and the others were enlisted 
men. The two wounded soldiers reportedly were in serious 
condition.

Russia's Investigative Committee said it had opened a murder 
case against the suspect, whom it identified as 20-year-old Ramil 
Shamsutdinov.

The Defense Ministry said the soldier apparently opened fire in 
a "nervous breakdown over personal problems unrelated to his 
military duties." A deputy defense minister was heading to the 
base to conduct an investigation.

Shootings and other violent outbursts plagued the Russian 
military in the 1990s and early 2000s when it suffered from 
desperate cash shortages and low morale. They have become 
relatively rare in recent years as conditions in the Russian military 
have improved.



‘Midway’ Director Profiles Unknown Heroes 
Behind Navy’s Greatest Comeback

14 Oct 2019 | We Are The Mighty | By Chase Millsap

Roland Emmerich is the writer and director behind some of  the 
most badass military movies of  our time. He loves to combine 
state of  the art computer graphics with amazing battle sequences.

You can thank him for the dogfights in “Independence Day” and 
for the famous "Aim Small, Miss Small" quote from “The Patriot” 

(I still whisper this line every time I snap in at the rifle range). But 
now, Emmerich is taking on the most pivotal moment in the U.S. 
Navy's 244 year history: the Battle of  Midway.

We Are The Mighty joined the director for a sneak peak into the 
film's key scenes and to discuss how he had to convince the Navy 
that he was the right man to direct a film about their greatest 
comeback — a film that he's been trying to make for over 19 
years.

"You can't tell the story of  Midway without Pearl Harbor," 
Emmerich explains before we watch the opening sequence. He's 
right. That infamous day, December 7, 1941, was arguably the 
U.S. Navy's greatest defeat, but it was also the first key moment 
that led the American Navy towards their victory at Midway.

The film's depiction of  the surprise Japanese attack is incredibly 
accurate — especially the scenes on battleship row, as well as the 
salvage operations afterwards. The U.S. carriers were away from 
Pearl Harbor that day and this stroke of  luck would come back to 
haunt the Japanese fleet.

"The Navy is a family and I wanted to show that," Emmerich tells 
us. Many of  the Naval Aviators who would be pivotal during the 

Battle of  Midway returned to Pearl Harbor as the fires still raged 
and oil slicks covered the water.

In the following hours and days, the sailors of  the carriers USS 
Enterprise and USS Hornet would learn that their friends from 
basic training, prior deployments, and even the Naval Academy 
had been killed in the attack. “Midway” depicts the personal toll 

that the attack took on these sailors and we watch the seeds of  
revenge being planted.

In the aftermath of  Pearl Harbor, the U.S. Navy and the entire 
military struggled to determine a response. With only a few carriers 
and support ships left to fight against the massive Japanese Navy, 
there could be no room for mistakes. The U.S. needed to make a 
comeback and fast. "It's important for the audience to understand 
how bad the situation really was for Nimitz… morale was low," 
Emmerich describes.

He goes on to explain how Admiral Nimitz, played by Woody 
Harrelson, took command of  the Pacific Fleet facing not only 
a daunting enemy but also a shortage of  experienced sailors to 
strike back. The coming battle would depend upon a series of  
unknown heroes.

Even members of  the Navy Band were pulled in to help with 
the effort. However, the codebreakers could only guess as to 
the location of  the Japanese fleet and the leaders in Washington 
decided it was time to hit the Japanese homeland instead.

Despite their desire for revenge on the Japanese fleet, the crews 
— Continued on Page 18



The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency (DPAA) and U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Command conduct an honorable carry 
ceremony at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam (JBPH-H), Hawaii, Aug. 1, 2018. 
Carry teams will move fifty-five transfer 
cases, containing what are believed to be 

the remains of  American service members lost in the Korean War, to 
the DPAA facility at JBPH-H for identification. North Korea recently 
turned over the remains to the U.S. and is the first mass turnover of  
remains since the early '90s. (Apryl Hall/U.S. Air Force)

Midway (Continued from page 17)

of  the carriers Enterprise and Hornet were assigned to escort 
duty, and to make matters worse they would be escorting Army 
Bomber pilots. The mission known as the "Doolittle Raid" is a 
key moment both in history and in the film.

As the massive waves of  the North Pacific rage over the carrier 
decks, we are transported into the ready room where dive bomber 
pilot Lieutenant Dick Best, played by Ed Skrein, is frustrated that 
the Army pilots are given the chance to strike the Japanese first.

The entire scene is incredibly powerful and only reinforces 
Emmerich's reputation for blockbuster filmmaking. While this is 
a scene we can watch over and over again, it was a moment the 
carrier crews would never forget. They wanted their own piece 
of  history and it would soon come with a gamble from a gutsy 
Admiral Nimitz.

With only one chance left for a strike on the Japanese fleet, Nimitz 
relied on Layton's codebreakers to determine the exact location 
of  the next battle so that the U.S. could surprise the enemy just as 
they had surprised the U.S. months before. Layton and his team 
were not able to directly read the Japanese code, but they could 
make predictions based on bits of  information.

All signs pointed to Midway as the target, and even with the risk 
of  failure, Nimitz ordered the two carriers into battle. In addition, 
Nimitz knew that his Naval Aviators, especially Lt. Dick Best, 
were prepared for the gloves to come off.

With enemy aircraft swarming overhead and massive fires from 
anti-aircraft guns below, Emmerich's “Midway” shows the insane 
odds these pilots faced as they thrust their aircraft into nosedive 
attacks. In a matter of  minutes, a series of  bombs strikes the 

Japanese fleet. The explosions and smoke remind us of  the 
first few moments of  the movie, when the Americans are left 
bruised, but not broken. As the lights come on, it's obvious that 
Emmerich has indeed created a film that honors the U.S. Navy's 
greatest comeback.

However, as we discuss the challenges of  making a movie of  such 
epic portions and detail, Emmirch recounts how the production 
was a series of  endless problems. "None of  the carriers from that 
time still exist, and it's hard to even find aircraft… I knew we 
would need the Navy's help," Emmerich explains. But the Navy 
had to make sure Emmerich was the right man for the job.

The Battle of  Midway is such a pivotal moment in U.S. Navy 
history that it had to be told right. When Emmerich met with the 
U.S. Navy Admiral he'd have to convince, he explained that this is 
"a movie about Dick Best and the other unknown heroes of  the 
Enterprise and Hornet."

That's what the Admiral needed to hear, and the Navy agreed to 
support the production and even provided current Naval Aviators 
to ensure every scene was as accurate as possible. In some cases, 
Emmerich had to start from scratch to rebuild 1942-era planes 
and carrier decks.

From first look, “Midway” is poised to not only to be an iconic 
depiction of  the Navy's greatest comeback but also a film that 
depicts the human variables that are so crucial in determining the 
fate of  battles. Roland Emmerich's film “Midway” releases on 
November 8th, 2020, and will be an amazing way to honor the 
sacrifices of  all service members this Veteran's Day.

So Far, 41 US Troops Have Been ID'd from Remains Returned by North Korea, 
DPAA Says

26 Oct 2019 | Stars and Stripes | By Kim Gamel

SEOUL, South Korea -- At least 41 American troops have been 
identified among the remains returned from North Korea last 
year, officials said Friday, paving the way for them to be returned 
to their families nearly seven decades after the Korean War.

North Korea turned over 55 cases of  bones and artifacts to the 
United States in July 2018, weeks after its leader, Kim Jong Un, 

agreed to do so as a goodwill gesture during his first nuclear 
summit with President Donald Trump.  One soldier -- Army 
Master Sgt. Charles H. McDaniel, who was killed in 1950 -- 
was quickly identified after his dog tag was included among the 
remains.

Army Cpl. Lloyd B. Odom, 19, of  Odessa, Missouri, was the third 
missing soldier whose identity was announced this week. The 
Pentagon said Friday that Odom was accounted for on Sept. 12.  
Odom, a member of  the 7th Infantry Division, 31st Regimental 
Combat Team, was reported missing in action on Dec. 2, 1950, in 
the vicinity of  the Chosin Reservoir when his unit was attacked by 
enemy forces in one of  the fiercest battles of  the three-year war.  
Odom will be buried at Arlington National Cemetery, although 
the date has yet to be determined, according to the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency, or DPAA.  A rosette also will be 
placed next to Odom's name on the Courts of  the Missing at the 

— Continued on Page 20



Meet Ripsaw M5, Textron's Unmanned Battle Wagon

A team made up of  Textron Systems, Howe & Howe and 
FLIR Systems, Inc. is debuting the new Ripsaw M5 unmanned 
vehicle it intends to offer for the U.S. Army’s Robotic Combat 
Vehicle effort at the 2019 Association of  the United States 
Army’s annual meeting. (Courtesy Textron)

14 Oct 2019 | Military.com | By 
Matthew Cox

A team led by Textron Systems 
today publicly unveiled a new 10-
ton, unmanned battle wagon that 
it plans to enter into the Army's 
Robotic Combat Vehicle effort.

Textron, its subsidiaries Howe 
and Howe Technologies and 
FLiR Systems Inc., will display 
the Ripsaw M5 unmanned tracked 
vehicle on the exhibit floor of  the 
2019 Association of  the United 
States Army's annual meeting in 
Washington, D.C.

As part of  the Army's 
modernization effort, the service 
plans to develop and field light, 
medium and heavy versions of  a Robotic Combat Vehicle, 
giving commanders the option of  sending unmanned vehicles 
into combat against enemy forces.

Howe and Howe started developing the Ripsaw platform 
shortly after the attacks of  9/11, but the M5 version is far from 
being the "status quo," Geoff  Howe, senior vice president of  
the firm, told defense reporters recently.

"Every bit of  energy that we put into systems has to be 
innovative and has to be in the future it has to show progress, 
and in that, help protect the American warfighter," he said. 
"In 2006, we were at the D.C. auto show with one of  our first 
Ripsaws, and we bounce forward 13 years later and we have we 
think one of  the best vehicles out there."

One of  the advantages Ripsaw will brings to the robotic combat 
vehicle effort is that its "DNA sits right smack dab in the center 
of  the two requirements" for the light and medium RCV, Mike 
Howe, senior vice president of  Howe and Howe.

"It's very easy engineering-wise to move the Ripsaw into the 
heavier scale and completely fulfill the requirements for the 
medium and then downscale to the light," he said, calling 
Ripsaw the first truly scalable vehicle of  its kind.

"Nobody has ever done that for the U.S. Army before, making 
it truly scalable, so you can say this mission set requirement is 
going to be we are going to need a payload of  6,000 pounds, 
it's going to need this suspension package, it's going to deliver 
this payload at this time. Or it's going to need a 1,000-pound 

[remote weapons station] system, 
it's going to use the same chassis, 
same suspension components with 
slight variations and you can scale 
it down."

The light version will have a slightly 
smaller chassis to so it can be 
slingload-carried from helicopters, 
but both versions use common 
components and common drive 
systems, Mike Howe said.

"We have built the solution that is 
ruggedized for wartime situations 
... that gives the customer complete 
360-degree coverage," Ray said.

The FLiR systems will also use 
artificial intelligence "to do things 
like object detection and really 

being able to recognize people from animals to bring a greater 
sense of  understanding to the warfighter," Ray said.

The design also features a ramp on the front of  the vehicle 
where a smaller, FLiR robot can come out and do smaller-scale 
reconnaissance, Mike Howe said.

"We know that marsupial-type robotics is going to be really 
important for this RCV," he said. "You are going to need to 
have smaller robots come out of  this robot for [situational 
awareness] purposes."

Currently, the M5 is capable of  performing lead-follow 
movement and moving offroad, relying on waypoint navigation.

"It will be a hybrid from a tele-operated [system], moving to 
autonomy as we grow with the Army's requirement," said Lisa 
Atherton, president and CEO of  Textron Systems.

The Army has not released its request for prototypes for the 
RCV, but the Textron team is confident it's working prototype 
is ready to compete, Atherton said.

"Textron systems brings decades of  armored vehicle experience," 
said Atherton, who added that the Textron has more than 
15 programs of  record and more that 1.5 million hours of  
unmanned systems and command and control operational 
experience.

"We have built a working prototype ... it's working, it's built and 
its moving."



A soldier from the U.S. Army John F. Kennedy Special Warfare 
Center and School checks a 
compass while completing a 
land navigation course during 
Special Forces Assessment 
and Selection near Hoffman, 
North Carolina, on May 7, 
2019. (Ken Kassens/U.S. Army 
via AP)

US Troops ID’d (Continued from page 18)

National Memorial Cemetery of  the Pacific in Honolulu.

Several more identifications followed, but scientists cautioned 
that they may need years to confirm the rest using a painstaking 
process that involves DNA and other forensic tools. "We are up 
to 41," Air Force Lt. Col. Kenneth Hoffman, a spokesman for the 
Defense Department agency overseeing the effort, told Stars and 
Stripes in an email. "We can't speculate at this point about how 
many more soldiers may be identified."

Earlier this week, the DPAA announced the identification of  two 
other soldiers -- Cpl. Charles H. Grubb, 21, of  War Eagle, West 
Virginia, and Sgt. James Ernest Smith, 21, of  Sedgwick, Kansas.

More than 7,600 Americans remain missing since the 1950-53 
war ended in an armistice instead of  a peace treaty, leaving the 
two Koreas divided by one of  the world's most heavily fortified 
frontiers.

Some 5,300 were believed lost in the North. Some progress in 
recovering remains was made with joint searches between 1996 
and 2005 until former President George W. Bush called off  
the efforts, saying the safety of  American participants was not 
guaranteed.

Big Changes to Grueling Special Forces Course Draw Scrutiny

15 Oct 2019 | The Associated Press | By Lolita C. Baldor
Deep in the dark North Carolina woods, a small white light flickers in 
the heavy underbrush. It's after midnight, and a soldier is taking a risk 
by turning on his headlamp to find his way.
The overnight land navigation test is just one hurdle in the grueling, 
months-long course to join the Army's elite Special Forces, and using 
the light violates the rules. Just the night before, at least 20 commando 
hopefuls had either committed a disqualifying failure or given up in 
the drenching rain.
"We got a light!" barks an Army instructor from the front seat of  his 
truck as he patrols the woods. Almost instantly the tiny white beacon 
goes out as the soldier spots the truck headlights and tries to escape 
detection.
For the nearly 200 candidates scrambling through Hoffman Forest 
at Camp Mackall, the struggle to become a Green Beret is real. But 
Army commanders are making sweeping changes to shorten and 
revamp the course. The aim is to meet evolving national security 
threats and to shift from a culture that weeds out struggling soldiers 
at every point to one that trains them to do better.
The changes that are beginning now have led to resentment among 
some Special Forces that the brass wants to make it easier to pass the 
qualification course as a way to boost lagging recruiting numbers and 
ensure that women will eventually qualify. The fear, such critics say, is 
that Green Berets will become weaker and "dangerously less capable 
than ever before."
Army leaders insist the changes reflect the military's need to adapt 
to evolving security threats from Russia, China, Iran and other foes. 
They say the nearly two-year course had to be shortened, so some 
training will be done when soldiers get to their units, where it can be 
tailored to the specific needs of  the region.
"Today's qualification course is for exactly the type of  Green Beret 
we needed for 2008. It is not what we need for 2028," said Maj. 
Gen. Kurt Sonntag, who until recently was commander of  the Army 
Special Operations Center of  Excellence, which includes all the 
Special Forces training. "We need to reestablish our forte, which is 
our ability to work with partner forces, developing their capabilities 
to provide an advantage for them and the United States against our 
adversaries -- North Korea, Iran, and China and Russia."
Sonntag and other commanders, current and former instructors and 
students at the Special Forces training base at Camp Mackall spoke 
with The Associated Press during a rare, two-day look at the course, 
including observation of  the overnight land navigation test.
The more than 6,700 Army Green Berets are highly trained 
commandos who usually work in 12-person teams that are often used 
for specialized combat and counterterrorism operations and to train 

other nations' forces in battle skills. About a dozen died in combat 
this year, mainly working with Afghan forces fighting the Taliban; 
others are training troops in up to 60 countries.
The changes were driven by discussions with senior leaders, including 
Maj. Gen. John Deedrick, head of  1st Special Forces Command, 
who told Sonntag he wanted soldiers to come out of  the course with 
solid basic skills that can be sharpened when they get to their units.
"If  you try to make them an expert in everything, you're gonna give 
me a Swiss Army knife that can do a little bit of  everything but 
isn't real good," he said in an interview in his Fort Bragg office. "I'd 
prefer to have him very good at the basics and then let me tailor 
what he's gonna do in the long run."
The new course drops some training, shifts some around and 
eliminates gaps in the schedule. For example, language training will 
now come after soldiers graduate the course, becoming a skill to 
learn rather than one needed to pass to stay in the course.
Also, because the new Pentagon strategy is focused on threats 
from China and Russia rather than wars against insurgents, some 
counterterrorism skills will be tailored to specific regions and taught 
after soldiers are in their units.
Senior Army leaders endorse the changes.
Army Secretary Ryan McCarthy said Sonntag "really grinded through 
this to make adjustments to the course to make it more effective and 
streamline the amount of  time they're in the schoolhouse" so they 
get to their assigned units more quickly. The new training, he said, 
will be more relevant to current threats.



Air Force Want to Make its Moves More Stealthy 
by Hiding in Plain Sight

A C-17 Globemaster III from the 60th Air Mobility 
Wing is parked near the flightline at the Henri Coanda 
International Airport May 25, 2019, in Bucharest, 
Romania. (U.S. Air Force/ 2nd Lt. Richard Longoria)

14 Oct 2019 | Military.com | By Oriana Pawlyk

JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-LAKEHURST, N.J. In 
the social media age, U.S. military planners know it is near 
impossible to move large equipment, like ships and aircraft, 
without being spotted and having the activity broadcast to the 
world.

As the Defense Department continues to posture itself  
to counter China and Russia, one Air Force command is 
strategizing ways to throw off  the enemy by doing everything 
in plain sight, according to the top general for the Air Force's 
Air Mobility Command.

"That may mean not going into the predictable places or setting 
up new predictable places," Gen. Maryanne Miller said. Miller 
spoke with Military.com during a trip with Chief  of  Staff  Gen. 

Executing that strategy could be as simple as sending a C-5 
Supergalaxy aircraft instead of  a C-17 Globemaster III, on a 
cargo mission, or by placing cargo in spots the U.S. typically 
doesn't operate in, making movements more difficult for 
observers to interpret.

"An example is, if  you drive by a 7-11 [store], is that really a 
7-11, or what's really going on in there?" Miller said. "We land 
places all the time. You can land at MidAmerica [St. Louis] 
Airport and there may be some customers that are using some 
of  those hangars that do some very special things. But yet 
when you see that place operate every day, it looks normal."

She continued, "We need the capacity and the capability to just 
get to where we need to get to, [and that may be] off  the beaten 
track sometimes."

The initiative is part of  a larger effort to actually shrink the Air 
Force's footprint while expanding its reach, added Goldfein. 

The service has been working on modular bases that would act 
as small hubs designed to house a quick-reaction force. The 
Air Force has conducted exercises in Eastern Europe in recent 
months to see how effectively it can build up, tear down and 
move to get closer to a potential crisis.

The Air Force may also be able to make use of  positions and 
infrastructure not designed for military purposes.

"For me, the number one [thing] is, 'Do we have the right 
amount of  basing and access to be able to perform the global 
mobility mission?'" Goldfein said. "The global mobility 
mission requires a number of  bases ... military and civilian, that 
we routinely exercise and use. Because in a time of  crisis or 
conflict, you don't want to start building your basing access at 
that point. You actually have to have it."

The Defense Logistics Agency, for example, is working fuel 
contracts with civilian ports to get more fuel access for Air 
Force planes, he said.

"We're going to all these different places all the time to make 
sure that we can move an airplane; every three minutes, there's 
somebody taking off  or landing to do that," Goldfein said.

There are also lessons to be learned from close international 
partners, Goldfein said.

For example, "India, in the global mobility business, actually 
operates the highest-altitude C-17 operations on the planet," 
Goldfein said.

"We have a lot to learn from India in high altitude and mobility 
operations. And we have a lot to offer India when it comes to 
global mobility and how we operate back and forth. So that's 
one example where ... we're more competitive because we ... 
build trust and confidence at a different level," Goldfein said.



US Begins Drone Operations Out of New Niger Air Base

U.S. Air Force Staff  Sgt. Dustin Cote bumps fists with Staff  Sgt. John Bouscher 
after the first C-130 landing at Nigerien Air Base 201, Agadez, Niger, Aug. 3, 2019. 
(U.S. Air Force/Staff  Sgt. Devin Boyer)

1 Nov 2019 | Military.com | By Oriana Pawlyk

The U.S. military has officially begun drone operations out of  
a new Niger air base.

In an announcement Friday, U.S. Africa Command officials 
said they are conducting intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance flights from "Air Base 201" in Agadez in a new 
effort to counter violent extremism in the region.

"We are working with our African and international partners to 
counter security threats in West Africa," U.S. Army Gen. Stephen 
Townsend, head of  the command, said in a news release. "The 
construction of  this base demonstrates our investment in our 
African partners and mutual security interests in the region."

In partnership with Niger's government, "armed and unarmed 
air assets" will be stationed at the centrally located base to 
"improve our combined ability to respond to threats and other 
security issues," according to the release.

The 6,200-foot runway is capable of  supporting both U.S. and 
Nigerien aircraft, officials said.

"Flexible and diverse postures across the African continent 
enable us to facilitate operational needs and better support 
our partners in the region," added U.S. Air Force Gen. Jeff  
Harrigian, U.S. Air Forces Europe-Africa commander. "The 
location in Agadez was selected in conjunction with Niger due 
to the geographic and strategic flexibility it offers to regional 
security efforts."

The newly constructed airfield is estimated to have cost $110 

million, according to Stars and Stripes.

During his visit to Niger in September, Townsend said the 
partners needed Air Base 201 to conduct additional overwatch.

The "base will offer tremendous capability, agility, versatility 
and provides a range of  security options to Niger," he said at 
the time.

In November 2017, the Nigerien government gave the U.S. 
permission to begin armed drone flights from the country. The 
approval closely followed a deadly ambush in Niger that left 
four U.S. soldiers dead.

Islamic State militants killed Army Sgt. La David Johnson, 25, 
of  Miami Gardens, Florida; Staff  Sgt. Bryan C. Black, 35, of  
Puyallup, Washington; Staff  Sgt. Jeremiah W. Johnson, 39, of  
Springboro, Ohio; and Staff  Sgt. Dustin M. Wright, 29, of  
Lyons, Georgia.

The ambush, which occurred Oct. 4, 2017, near the village of  
Tongo Tongo in northwestern Niger, led to allegations that a 
low-risk joint training patrol by U.S. and Nigerien troops was 
turned into a poorly planned, last-minute raid, lacking backup 
and air cover, to capture a terror suspect.





Come celebrate Hanukkah 
in Italy* with 

Jewish War Veterans Post 373
(Open to all members and their guests)

Saturday, December 21st, 6:30 pm
at the home of Georgi and Larry Jasper

23532 Vistamar Court, Land O Lakes

We will sing songs, eat, and sing and eat some more!
We will have Italian-inspired appetizers, main dishes, latkes, desserts, and beverages 

served buffet style.

Cost will be $15 per person (Adults), no charge for children
Please RSVP to Larry Jasper at LMJasper@reagan.com by December 1st

Thanks to Jordan Schacht and Glenn Yancey for helping with this feast!

*The JWV will not host this event in Italy.  
We are only serving Italian-inspired dishes 
as well as traditional Hanukah fare.


