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November 2020

Sunday, November 22nd

10:00 am Meeting
via Zoom

To join the online meeting,
click the link below:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5348041177
?pwd=SHRqMU5BRkZkRk9wMFh6Z

HhCYkw0UT09

Online Meeting and Passcode:
Meeting ID: 534 804 1177

Passcode: 1JTpm2

If  you plan on joining by phone (not 
recommended), you can find a phone 
number by clicking the link below (or 

check the list in your Post E-Mail): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/
kzoUnPmU5

Telephonic Meeting and Passcode:
 Meeting ID: 534 804 1177

Passcode: 874451

NEXT POST MEETINGNEXT POST MEETING

Date   Time  Event
Sunday November 22  1000*** Post Meeting
Thursday November 26  Thanksgiving
Thursday December 10  First Night of Chanukah
Sunday December 20  1000***  Post Meeting
Thursday December 31  New Year’s Eve
Friday January 1, 2021  Happy New Year!
Sunday January 10    0930 Dept. of FL Quarterly Meeting (location
    TBD)
Sunday January 17    0930** Post Meeting
Monday January 18  Martin Luther King Day
Thursday January 28  NEC Meeting (Virtual)
Friday January 29   NEC Meeting (Virtual)
Sunday February 14  Valentines Day
Sunday February 21   0930** Post Meeting

MARK YOUR MARK YOUR 
CALENDARCALENDAR**

Commander Larry Jasper • lmjasper@reagan.com • (813) 404-5616

*   Dates and Times are subject to change
**  Meeting begins at 0930 at James A. Haley VA
*** No Breakfast Provided for the November Meeting due to 
COVID-19 outbreak.

For the latest updates:

Check out all of  our websites:
Post 373 — www.jwvtampa.org
Dept of  FL  — www.jwv-fl.org
JWV National  — www.jwv.org
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CC MMANDER’SMMANDER’S          
                      CC RNERRNER

I hope everyone voted.  As you all know, the election results so far 
are tight and although the media has declared a winner, until all 
the court challenges are completed, the results cannot be certified.  
Therefore, we do not really know who the winner is.
Despite this, I hope everyone will continue to refrain from political 
comments at JWV meetings and functions and will also continue to 
treat one another with respect, regardless of  their political affinity.
Our next meeting is on Sunday November 22nd.  We will be moving 
to a new platform (new for us).  We will begin using Zoom.  The 
prior concerns about security etc. seem to have been resolved and 
the Federal Government has once again accepted Zoom for use 
except for classified discussions.  Details for login can be found on 
the 1st page of  this newsletter.
We will be honored to have a guest speaker, Dr. Charles Sand.  
Some of  you may know him through Congregation Beth Am.  Dr. 
Sand is an accomplished physician with exceptional knowledge in 
the areas of  emergency care, stroke care and prevention, and he is 
a local expert on the current pandemic.  As I am writing this, Dr. 
Sand is on a conference call with the CDC.  He will brief  us on the 
up to date information regarding the pandemic to include some 
information you probably have not heard from the normal media 
outlets.  He will take questions during the presentation.  Please join 
us and invite others to do so.
As I write this it is not yet Veterans Day – so I want to wish all 
the veterans an enjoyable day and we should all take a moment to 
remember those who, as a result of  their service, are still in harms 
way, those who are hospitalized, those who are suffering long term 
effects of  their service, those who are homeless veterans, and of  
course, those who are no longer with us.  May we never forget our 
fellow veterans and always continue our efforts to bring aid and 
comfort to those at the James A. Haley VA Hospital.
Due to the pandemic we are not able to fund raise as we normally 
do, but that has not stopped us from giving.  We recently donated 
$500 in canteen gift certificates to be distributed to the patients at 
Haley to use for essentials and other things they need or want.
I want to offer on behalf  of  the Post our sincere condolences to 
our Patrons, Steve and Tracy Falkowitz, and our new life member, 
Danny Falkowitz, on the passing of  Steve’s mother (Danny’s wife).  
May she forever rest in peace.
I also want to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  
I know not everyone will be on the virtual meeting but please try 
and join in if  you are able to.  You can join via your computer or 
phone, with or without video.
L’Shalom,
Larry Jasper

JWV National: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans 

State of Florida: 
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv

Post 373: 
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa

We have changed the dates for 
NEC 2021 to make this a virtual 
convention. We will no longer 
be traveling to Orlando, Florida 
because of  ongoing issues related 
to the coronavirus. Instead, the 
meetings will take place Thursday, 
January 28 - Friday, January 29. 
More information to come!

https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa


Vietnam Veterans Memorial: Why 
Listing the Names of the Fallen Matters

3 Nov 2020 | We Are The Mighty | By Jessica Evans

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial was dedicated on November 
10, 1982, with 57,939 names. Since then, more names have 
been added. Currently, there are 58,282 names listed. Ten new 
names were engraved in 2020, 
including the name of  a Marine 
corporal whose 2006 death was 
determined to be the result of  
wounds received in action in 
1967.

Listing the names of  the fallen 
matters for all the obvious 
reasons and the way returning 
veterans were treated in the US 
after coming home from war. 
The memorial is dedicated to 
honoring the courage, sacrifice, 
and devotion to duty and 
country of  all who served in 
one of  the most divisive wars in 
US history.

The memorial was built without 
using any government funds.

Items are gathered by park staff. Non-perishable items are archived 
in a storage facility. Tens of  thousands of  items have been left at 
the memorial since its opening. These so-called artifacts include 
letters, POW/MIA bracelets, photographs, military insignia, and 
religious items. Someone once left a motorcycle. Rangers from 
the National Park Service collect items every day. Except for 
unaltered US flags and perishable items, all artifacts are sent to a 
storage facility in Maryland. The facility isn’t open to the public, 
but sometimes certain memorial artifacts are put on view as part 
of  traveling exhibits. A virtual collection can be seen at www.
vvmf.org/items.

The names are arranged chronologically by date of  casualty. The 
first names appear at the center of  the wall at the top of  panel 1E. 
The panels are filled like pages of  a journal listing the men and 
women’s names as they fell. Upon reaching the farthest east end 
of  the memorial at panel 70E, the pattern continues from the far 
west end of  the memorial at panel 70W, continuing back to the 
center at panel 1W. In this manner, the memorial evokes a theme 

of  closure or completion; the first are with the last.

As part of  the Wall’s 30th commemoration in 2012, all 58,282 
named were read out loud 
just before Veterans Day. This 
was done five times – in 1982, 
1992, 2002, 2007, and 2012. 
Volunteers, Vietnam veterans, 
family members of  the deceased, 
and employees from the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund read 
the names. In 2012, the team 
began reading on a Wednesday 
afternoon and didn’t finish until 
Saturday night.

Printed registries available at 
the memorial are organized 
alphabetically by last name. 
Electronic registries available 
online or accessible by park staff  
in the information kiosk at the 
memorial allow users to search by 
several data including first name, 
last name, branch of  service, 

rank, date of  birth, date of  casualty, state, and/or city where they 
enlisted.

Registry entries include a panel number and row number 
corresponding to its location in the memorial. Panel numbers are 
engraved in the memorial at the bottom of  each panel. For row 
number, count down from the highest row on the panel. Each row 
contains five names (six where a name has been added since the 
wall was originally installed). 

A young girl walks along the wall at the Vietnam War Memorial 
before a wreath laying ceremony in Washington, D.C., March 29, 
2018. (U.S. Marine Corps/Cpl. Daisha R. Sosa)

Help support the JWV with a 
USAA Visa Credit Card.

Go to JWV.org or USAA.com to apply.

http://JWV.org
http://USAA.com


VA Says It Has Already Awarded 
More Than Half a Billion in ‘Blue 

Water Navy’ Claims

27 Oct 2020 | Military.com | By Richard Sisk

Nearly half  of  the more than 69,000 claims for “Blue Water 
Navy” Agent Orange benefits have been processed, and about 
71% of  those have thus far been approved for more than $664 
million in retroactive benefits, the Department of  Veterans 
Affairs announced Monday.

The Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act signed into law by 
President Donald Trump in June 2019 extended Agent Orange 
benefits already in effect for veterans who served on land or the 
inland waterways of  Vietnam to veterans who served on ships 
that came within 12 nautical miles of  the Vietnam coast.

Read Next: Navy Orders Aviation Stand-Down After Plane 
Crash Kills 2 in Alabama

“As of  Sept. 30, VA has processed 34,415 [48%] of  69,570 
claims received, of  which 24,328 [71%] have been granted 
-- awarding more than $664 million in retroactive benefits to 
eligible veterans and families,” officials said in the Monday 
release.

Those whose claims have not been granted can resubmit them 
with added documentation or can ask for a review of  the initial 
claim, said Chris Slawinski, executive director of  the Fleet 
Reserve Association.

He said the main reasons for a claim not being granted would 
be a lack of  documentation on the sailor’s service record or lack 
of  medical records.

“VA will continue to get the word out via our social media 
channels, public service announcements and Veterans Service 
Organizations -- to ensure every veteran who is eligible applies 
as soon as possible,” VA Secretary Robert Wilkie said in a 
statement.

To aid in claims, the VA also collaborated with the National 
Archives and Records Administration to digitize all Navy and 
Coast Guard deck logs for ships with known Vietnam service 
to make the information available at the National Archives 
Catalog.

A Vietnam veteran listens as Agent Orange expert and military 
historian Paul Sutton addresses the group during a town hall 
meeting held at the New Jersey State council, Vietnam Veterans 
of  America, at VFW Post 809 in Little Ferry, N.J., on Sept. 27, 
2015. (Jim Anness/Northjersey.com via AP)

FIRST TIME SEX
A girl asks her boyfriend to come over Friday night to meet 
and have dinner with her parents. Since this is such a big 
event, the girl announces to her boyfriend that after dinner, 
she would like to go out and make love for the first time.
The boy is ecstatic, but he has never had sex before, so he 
takes a trip to the pharmacist to get some condoms. He 
tells the pharmacist it's his first time and the pharmacist 
helps the boy for about an hour. He tells the boy everything 
there is to know about condoms and sex. At the register, 
the pharmacist asks the boy how many condoms he'd like 
to buy, a 3-pack, 10-pack, or family pack. The boy insists on 
the family pack because he thinks he will be rather busy, it 
being his first time and all.
That night, the boy shows up at the girl's parents house and 
meets his girlfriend at the door. "Oh, I'm so excited for you 
to meet my parents, come on in!" The boy goes inside and is 
taken to the dinner table where the girl's parents are seated. 
The boy quickly offers to say grace and bows his head. A 
minute passes, and the boy is still deep in prayer, with his 
head down. 10 minutes pass, and still no movement from 
the boy. Finally, after 20 minutes with his head down, the 
girlfriend leans over and whispers to the boyfriend, 'I had 
no idea you were this religious.'
The boy turns, and whispers back, 'I had no idea your father 
was a pharmacist.'



NCA Unveils “Find A Veteran, 
Post A Tribute” Campaign

Posted on 4 November 2020 | Honoring Vets, Memorial Affairs, 
Top Stories | Veterans Legacy Program  

VA’s National Cemetery Administration (NCA) launched its new 
“Find A Veteran, Post A Tribute” campaign. The effort intends 
to increase awareness 
of  the Veterans Legacy 
Memorial (VLM) – the 
nation’s first digital 
platform dedicated 
entirely to memorializing 
more than 3.7 million 
Veterans interred in VA’s 
national cemeteries.

Launched in 2019 with 
Veteran service and 
cemetery information, 
VLM now allows family, 
friends and others to post 
tributes to a Veteran’s 
page and to share Veteran 
pages using email, 
Facebook and Twitter.

“VLM is the future of  memorialization,” said Under Secretary for 
Memorial Affairs Randy Reeves. “With this awareness campaign, 
we encourage visitors to find a Veteran on the website and post 
a tribute on the Veteran’s page during the month of  November. 
This is a great way for members of  the public to help make sure 
that No Veteran Ever Dies.”

The site, which can be accessed at www.va.gov/remember, allows 
visitors to “find a Veteran” using a search box by entering the 
Veteran’s first and last name, or an advanced search option using 
middle name and service branch. Each page publicly displays 
available information gathered from VA records, including 
service branch with logo, dates of  birth and death, rank, war 
period, highest decoration, emblem of  belief, and grave location. 
The image above shows the service page for WWII Veteran and 
Medal of  Honor recipient Daniel K. Inouye.

How to Post a Tribute

Visitors can “post a Tribute” (text comment) on a page as a guest 
user or by registering and logging into VLM using an ID.me 
account. Tributes can be made in three ways: as a direct entry 
on a Veteran’s page; as a reply to someone else’s tribute on a 
Veteran’s page; or as a direct entry to a memento (photo) on a 
Veteran’s page. Once a Tribute is reviewed by VLM moderators 

to determine if  it complies with the VLM User Policy, it will be 
posted to the Veteran’s page – typically within two business days. 
Visitors can also share their Veteran’s VLM page, including Tributes 
to email and social media sites, Facebook and Twitter, by clicking 

one of  the share buttons 
in the upper right of  the 
Veteran’s page.



28 Oct 2020 | Military.com | By Patricia Kime

Some good news for Tricare beneficiaries facing increasing 
costs in Tricare enrollment fees and premiums, next year: Your 
prescription drug costs will not change.

Under the fiscal 2018 National Defense Authorization Act, 
copayments for medications available at retail pharmacies and 
through the Tricare mail-order system will not increase next year. 
Under the fee structure, 30-day prescriptions at Tricare network 
pharmacies for 
generic drugs will 
remain at $13, and 
for brand names, 
$33.

Copayments for 
p r e s c r i p t i o n s 
available through 
Tricare’s home 
delivery program 
also will remain 
the same, a 90-
day supply of  
a generic drug 
delivered by 
mail will be $10, 
a brand-name 
medication, $29 
for a 90-day 
p r e s c r i p t i o n , 
and $60 for a 
medication not 
listed in the 
Tricare formulary.

Prescriptions remain available to no cost for those who can use 
a pharmacy at a military treatment facility.

The fiscal 2018 defense policy bill set the rates for Tricare 
pharmacy copayments through 2027. By law, they will increase 
next year by $1 to $8, depending on the type of  prescription, 
unless Congress changes the fee schedule.

The stabilization for 2021, also set by law, comes on the heels of  
a 2020 increase that took many military retirees by surprise. That 
spike raised each quantity and drug category by several dollars 
per refill.

Earlier this year, Defense Department health officials announced 
that most retirees using Tricare Select will be required to pay 
enrollment fees for the health program beginning in January. 
Military retirees under age 65 who joined the military before 2018 
will pay an annual enrollment fee of  $150 for an individual, or 
$12.50 per month, or $300 ($25 per month) for a family.

Until now, they have been required to make copayments and 
cost shares as 
well as some 
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n 
and other fees for 
health services, 
but no enrollment 
fees. The new fees 
were set into law 
by the fiscal 2017 
National Defense 
A u t h o r i z a t i o n 
Act but they were 
delayed until 2021.

The Defense 
Health Agency 
also announced 
M o n d a y 
that military 
dependents who 
use Tricare Young 
Adult for their 
health coverage 
will see their health 

care costs rise next year. Monthly premiums for those on TYA 
Prime will increase by $83, to $459, and for those on TYA Select, 
by $29, to $257.

Enrollment fees for retirees and their family members who use 
Tricare Prime, as well as premiums, catastrophic caps, deductibles 
and copays for other Tricare programs have yet to be announced 
for 2021. These fees are based on the annual retiree cost-of-living 
adjustment, or COLA, which was projected to be 1.3% as of  late 
summer.

Tricare officials said any new out-of-pocket expenses determined 
by the COLA increase will be published before the start of  open 
enrollment Nov. 9. The enrollment window closes Dec. 14.

Tricare Prescription Drug 
Costs Won’t Rise in 2021

Prescription pill bottles sit on a shelf, Oct. 23, 2020, at Beale Air force Base, California. (Luis A. 
Ruiz-Vazquez/U.S. Air Force)



Preserving Veterans’ Digital Legacy: 
A Free Offer from GoodTrust

Posted on 9 November  2020 | #VetResources, Guest Posts, 
Vets Experience | VAntage Point Contributor

Do you know what will happen to your digital “stuff ” when you 
die?

Perhaps no one understands the importance of  technology 
connecting people more than 
the men and women who 
serve in the military across 
the country and around 
the world. Technology 
has extended a once-
unimaginable lifeline across 
any distance around the 
globe and opened up entirely 
new ways for families to stay 
in touch and share precious 
memories. GoodTrust would 
like to extend a special 
offer to all Veterans to help 
preserve their digital legacy 
in a new, easy way at no cost.

The GoodTrust digital 
legacy platform gives you control over what happens to your 
digital assets and reputation when you pass away. Think of  it 
like a digital safety deposit box for your digital accounts and 
information.

Your Premium GoodTrust Plan will include:

• Save websites and online accounts

• Create and store your social media will

• Store important documents

• Create and store (free) last will and testament

• Create and store (free) medical and funeral directives

• Share all accounts and documents now or when you pass away

The importance of a digital legacy

At GoodTrust, we offer anyone the opportunity to delete, 
preserve or transfer the contents of  their digital life. And, yes, 
most of  us now have a digital life – the average person spends 
over six hours per day online.

Staying connected with family and friends via social media, 
sending and receiving emails, searching for information, storing 

photos and documents, 
shopping and paying bills, 
managing banking and 
insurance, and connecting 
with healthcare is mostly 
done online today.

You may want to keep all 
of  your digital life intact. Or 
you might prefer to erase 
some or all of  your digital 
life. Regardless of  your 
decision, which is personal 
to you, we are here to help.

Eligibility: All Veterans: 
GoodTrust is offering all 
Veterans the Premium 

GoodTrust Plan for FREE for the next 10 years (value $500) 
starting on 11/11/2020.

Sign up now on www.MyGoodTrust.com – be sure to check 
the “Veteran” box to claim the offer. It only takes 2-3 minutes. 
Offer expires on 12/31/2020.

In addition, all Veteran families will receive a 50% discount 
on GoodTrust service fee when helping to manage the digital 
accounts of  a Veteran that passed away. Using promotion code: 
“GoodTrustVeteran”.

For further information or to sign up, go to: www.MyGoodTrust.
com, and follow the simple steps:

GoodTrust keeps your data secure and uses two-factor 
authentication security.



VET TEC Pilot Program Helps 
Veterans Improve IT Skills

Posted on 9 November 2020 | Benefits, Education, Top Stories 
| VAntage Point Contributor 

Employer Consortium bridges the gap between VET TEC 
program completion and meaningful employment

Veterans Employment 
Through Technology 
Education Courses (VET 
TEC) is a five-year, $75 
million pilot program that 
helps Veterans improve their 
IT skills through courses 
offered by industry-leading 
training providers, both in-
person and virtual.

Since the pilot’s inception, 
over 1,500 students have 
started or are currently in a 
VET TEC Program. With a 
90% successful completion rate and high program popularity, 
VET TEC offers opportunity and support to Veterans, with 
more than 530 VET TEC students who have found employment 
upon graduation.

In support of  VET TEC program participants, VA created the 
VET TEC Employer Consortium, partnering with employers 
committed to hiring high-tech skilled Veteran talent. The 
VET TEC Employer Consortium helps Veterans bridge the 
gap between VET TEC program completion and meaningful 
employment, while also fostering a network of  employers and 
training providers for graduates to leverage at the beginning of, 
and throughout, their careers.

To kick off  the new VET TEC Employer Consortium, VA 
partnered with Hiring our Heroes and Accenture to host a 
Summit launch event Oct. 27. This event brought together 
students, employer partners, training providers, and other VA 
partners, with keynote remarks delivered remotely by Under 
Secretary for Benefits Paul R. Lawrence, Ph.D. The thought 
leadership portion of  the session was followed by a networking 
session for VET TEC students and employers.

“We look forward to continued success with the VET TEC 
program and celebrating an expansion of  students, employers, 
and training providers to our network,” said Lawrence.

The VET TEC Employer Consortium will provide a diverse 
range of  events for VET TEC students to connect with employer 
partners and VA, including job previews, lunch & learn sessions, 

day in the life, and panel discussions.

More information

Are you interested in learning more? There are a variety of  ways 
to get involved with the VET TEC program and Employer 
Consortium.

• Veterans interested in a technology industry career should 
visit the VET TEC website 
to learn more about the VET 
TEC program, eligibility 
requirements, and how to 
apply.

• Training providers 
interested in being included 
as a VA-approved provider 
should visit the VET TEC 
Training Provider website, 
and then complete the 
application packet.

• Employers interested 
in the technology industry who would like to join the 
VET TEC Employer Consortium should send an email to 
VETTECpartners@va.gov.

One Yom Kippur after morning services, the rabbi 
noticed little David was staring up at the large 
plaque that hung in the foyer of  the synagogue. It 
was covered with names and small American flags 
were mounted on either side of  it. The seven-year 
old had been staring at the plaque for some time, so 
the rabbi walked up, stood beside the boy, and said 
quietly, "Good day, David."
"Good day, Rabbi," replied the young man, still 
focused on the plaque. "Rabbi, what is this?" Alex 
asked.
"Well, son, it's a memorial to all the young men and 
women who died in the service."
Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large 
plaque.
 Little David's voice was barely audible when he 
asked, "Which one, the Rosh Hashanah or the Yom 
Kippur service?"



1 November 2020 4| #VetResources, Honoring Vets, Top 
Stories | VAntage Point Contributor 

Veterans and Gold Star Families will be granted free access to 
national parks, wildlife refuges and other Federal lands managed 
by the Department of  the Interior starting on Veterans Day this 
year and every day onward.

“With the utmost respect and gratitude, we are granting Veterans 
and Gold Star Families free access to the iconic and treasured 
lands they fought to protect starting this Veterans Day and every 
single day thereafter,” said Secretary of  the Interior David L. 
Bernhardt.

Entrance fees for the National 
Park Service and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and 
standard amenity recreation 
fees for the Bureau of  Land 
Management and the Bureau 
of  Reclamation sites will be 
waived for Veterans and Gold 
Star Families. They will have 
free access to approximately 
2,000 public locations spread 
out across more than 400 
million acres of  public lands, 
which host activities to fit any 
lifestyle, from serene to high octane, including hiking, fishing, 
paddling, biking, hunting, stargazing and climbing.

Many Department managed lands have direct connections to 
the American military, such as frontier forts, Cold War sites, 
battlefields, national cemeteries, and memorials. These special 
places pay tribute to our veterans and serve as reminders of  
their courage and sacrifice throughout the history of  our nation, 
from Minuteman National Historic Park where colonists stood 
in defense of  their rights, to Yellowstone National Park, which 
was protected from vandalism and poaching by the 1st U.S. 
Cavalry before the National Park Service was established, to 
Mount Rushmore where modern warriors attend reenlistment 
ceremonies.

Details on program

For purposes of  this program, a Veteran is identified as an 
individual who has served in the United States Armed Forces, 
including the National Guard and Reserves, and is able to present 
one of  the following forms of  identification:

• Department of  Defense Identification Card

• Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC)

• Veteran ID Card

• Veterans designation on a state-issued U.S. driver’s license or 
identification card

Gold Star Families are next of  kin of  a member of  the United 
States Armed Forces who lost his or her life in a “qualifying 
situation,” such as a war, an international terrorist attack, or a 
military operation outside of  the United States while serving 
with the United States Armed Forces.

The Interagency America the Beautiful National Parks and 
Federal Recreational Lands Pass Program already includes a 
free annual pass for active duty members of  the U.S. Military 

and their dependents. 
Other free or discounted 
passes are available for 
persons with permanent 
disabilities, fourth grade 
students, volunteers, and 
senior citizens age 62 years 
or older.

The Department also 
offers free entrance days 
for everyone throughout 
the year to mark days 
of  celebration and 

commemoration including the birthday of  Martin Luther King, 
Jr., National Public Lands Day, Veterans Day, and the signing of  
the Great American Outdoors Act.

Veterans, Gold Star Families Get Free 
Entrance to National Parks, Refuges, 

Other Public Lands

The Veterans 
Administration (VA) 

offers 
Veterans Community 

Care Program

Under the Veterans Community Care Program 
(replaces the Veterans Choice Program), Veterans can 
work with their VA health care provider or other VA 
staff  to see if  they are eligible to receive community 
care based on new criteria. Please go to the following 
website for further information:

https://missionact.va.gov

https://missionact.va.gov


2 Nov 2020 | Military.com | By Patricia Kime

After several 
m o n t h s - l o n g 
delays, the 
Department of  
Veterans Affairs 
has announced a 
major milestone 
in adopting a new 
electronic health 
records system: 
the launch of  
the Cerner 

Millennium EHR at a hospital in Spokane, Washington.

VA officials said last week that the new system is up and running 
at Mann-Grandstaff  VA Medical Center and its affiliated clinics, 
as well as VA’s West Consolidated Patient Account Center in 
Las Vegas.

This step to modernize the VA’s medical records system 
has been decades in the making: after a lengthy debate with 
the Department of  Defense over which platform to use, VA 
announced in 2017 it would buy the same one as DoD, the 
Cerner system, which DoD calls MHS Genesis.

The launch last week follows the rollout of  new Cerner-built 
appointment scheduling software in Ohio in September and 
adoption of  the MHS Genesis platform at four Coast Guard 
facilities in March.

“This is an historic step toward creating a seamless health care 
experience for veterans, from the time they enter the military 
through their care at VA,” VA Secretary Robert Wilkie said in 
a release.

Rollout of  the system at Mann-Grandstaff  was first delayed in 
February to ensure that the department’s IT framework could 
support the program and employees had time to train on it.

It was delayed again in April so staff  could focus on treating 
patients and maintaining safe clinical environments during the 
pandemic.

Congressional lawmakers, who have frequently chastised VA 
and DoD for their inability to establish a common electronic 
medical record that can track a service members’ medical 
record from recruitment through their lives as veterans, have 
been supportive of  the delays, encouraging VA to focus on 
a trouble-free rollout rather than pushing it through, only to 
experience delays later.

“VA’s road to initial operating capability in Spokane, Washington, 

After 8 Months of Delays, VA Launches 
New Electronic Medical Records System

The Veterans Health ID Card 
for Military Base Access 

The Defense Department announced expanded Commissary, 
Military Service Exchange and MWR access as of  January 1, 
2020. Veterans who are eligible and want to take advantage of  
in-person benefits must have a Veterans Health Identification 
Card (VHID). Veterans must be enrolled in the VA health 
care system to receive a VHIC. To enroll, you can complete 
an application for enrollment in VA health care by telephone 
without the need for a signed paper application. Just call 1-877-
222-8387 Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 
Eastern. You can also apply for VA healthcare benefits online 
at www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll, or in person at your 
local VA medical facility. Once your enrollment is verified, you 
can have your picture taken at your local VA medical center, 
and VA will mail you a VHIC.

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/
veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-

military-exchange-and-mwr-access/-for-in-person-
commissary-military-exchange-andmwr-access/ 

has been a long and winding road, to put it mildly. But after 
three delays, I am now confident that about one month from 
now the Mann-Grandstaff  VA Medical Center will be using 
the Cerner Millennium EHR,” said Rep. Jim Banks, R-Indiana, 
at a hearing of  the House Veterans Affairs subcommittee on 
technology modernization.

“This is obviously a major investment of  taxpayer dollars and a 
program that we hope will have long-range effects, not just for 
veterans but for our country. In this effort, no half-measures 
can be accepted, and I know we hope that all of  you will be 
as successful as possible,” said the subcommittee’s chairwoman, 
Rep. Susie Lee, D-Nevada.

Mann-Grandstaff  was selected because it is a smaller facility that 
serves roughly 24,000 veterans and can accommodate the initial 
operating capability set of  the system, which will be expanded 
later with new software.

At Mann-Grandstaff, the Millennium EHR will be used in 
conjunction with VA’s traditional system, the Veterans Health 
Information Systems and Technology Architecture, or VistA, 
and the Computerized Patient Record System.

VA expects the Cerner system, estimated to cost nearly $16 
billion, to be in place nationwide at all VA facilities by 2028.

http://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-


Blue Angels’ Classic F/A-18 Hornets Take 
Final Flights After 34 Years

4 Nov 2020 | Military.com | By Gina Harkins
The legacy F/A-18 Hornets 
that have wowed Blue Angels 
spectators for more than three 
decades will make their final 
flight Wednesday November 
11th..
The Navy’s flight 
demonstration squadron 
will take to the skies in the 
F/A-18 A/B/C/D Hornets 
for the last time during a 
30-minute flight over Florida 
and Alabama. The flight will 
mark the Blue Angels’ official 
transition to F/A-18E/F 
Super Hornets.
The team got its first Super 
Hornet in July.
“We are incredibly honored to have the opportunity to salute those 
teams who have flown, maintained and supported this platform 
for over three decades of  service,” Cmdr. Brian Kesselring, the 
Blue Angels’ commanding officer and flight leader, said in a 
statement about the flight. “We deeply appreciate the expertise 
and operational knowledge Blue Angels past and present have 
brought to the team, and we look forward to enhancing our 
operations as we fully transition to flying the Super Hornet.”

Blue Angels pilots fly their F/A-18 Hornets in a delta formation during 
a training flight over Pensacola, Florida, on Oct. 23, 2013. (U.S. Navy hoto 
by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Terrence Siren)

The Blue Angels will kick off  
the 2021 season, which will be 
the team’s 75th anniversary, 
in their new Super Hornets. 
They’re scheduled to start 
their winter training syllabus 
in Pensacola on Nov. 16, with 
plans to head to their winter 
training site in El Centro, 
California, in January.
and military groups support 
the proposals.
Many of  the senators 
who signed the letter have 
constituents affected by 
at least one of  the three 
conditions. Tester has 
pressed the VA for years to 

announce a decision.
diplomatic ties with some of  its wartime Asian foes. It restored 
ties with South Korea in 1965, and with China in 1972, though 
disputes over wartime history continue to affect Japan’s ties with 
its neighbors.
Japan has yet to sign a peace treaty with Russia because of  
territorial disputes and has not established diplomatic ties with 
North Korea.

First Soldiers to Ride Horses 
into Battle Since WWII

Nineteen years ago on October 20 2001, a nighttime 
infiltration into Afghanistan was conducted by a US Army 
Special Forces Detachment (ODA 595) in which they 
were instructed to link up with the Northern Alliance 
resistance forces. Just to the south, another Special Forces 
Detachment (ODA 555) was inserted into the Panjshir 
Valley. ODA 595 would ride on horse back through the 
mountainous terrain of  Northern Afghanistan and would 
become the first soldiers to ride horses into battle Since 
World War II.



Navy Awards $9.47 Billion to Start 
New Class of Nuclear Submarine

6 Nov 2020 |  Military.com | By Gina Harkins
The Navy awarded a massive contract to General Dynamics 
Electric Boat on Thursday to build its first Columbia-class 
ballistic missile submarine and start work on its second.
Electric Boat won the $9.47 billion bid to build the first-in-
its-class Columbia sub, which 
Navy leaders have long called a 
top acquisition priority for the 
service. The contract also calls for 
continued advanced construction 
on the second Columbia-class 
sub, the Wisconsin, which leaders 
said will start in full in fiscal 2024 
as long as Congress grants the 
funding.
The subs will replace the aging 
Ohio-class force. The Navy plans 
to buy at least a dozen Columbia-
class subs, with the first one 
expected to be delivered to the 
service in fiscal 2027.
“Today’s contract award marks 
a significant milestone toward 
delivering at least 12 Columbia 
class submarines, the first of  which 
will ... be on its first patrol early 
and [fiscal 2031],” Rear Adm. Scott Pappano, the Columbia’s 
program executive officer, told reporters on Thursday.
James Geurts, assistant Navy secretary for research, development 
and acquisition, said the contract award is a huge milestone for 
the program, but challenges remain.
“There’s a whole lot of  effort to get the first ship out, and 
get the first ship out right,” he said. “That’s necessary, but not 
sufficient. We’ve got to make sure your enterprise is ready to 

execute the full scope of  the program so that we can meet the 
nuclear-deterrent requirements of  the nation.”
Capt. Jon Rucker, the Columbia-class program manager, noted 
that the Navy hasn’t launched full construction of  a new ballistic 

missile submarine since the 1970s. 
That leaves little room for error 
when it comes to construction on 
the Columbia-class subs, given the 
age of  those they’re set to replace.
Electric Boat also built the 
Ohio-class subs. With the 
Navy’s ballistic submarine force 
carrying more than two-thirds of  
the country’s deployed nuclear 
weapons, Pappano called the subs 
the “nation’s ultimate insurance 
policy.”
The Columbia-class submarines 
are slated to remain in the fleet 
into the 2080s. Rucker said the 
lead ship will cost $9.2 billion.
The Navy has plans to begin 
buying one Columbia-class sub 
per year later this decade, and an 
October Congressional Research 

Service report noted that observers are concerned about the 
industrial base’s ability to keep up with that demand at the same 
time the Defense Department is prioritizing the Virginia-class 
fast-attack submarine.
When unveiling Battle Force 2045, the Navy’s plan for a 500-
ship fleet, Defense Secretary Mark Esper said if  the Pentagon 
prioritizes nothing else, it “must begin building three Virginia-
class submarines a year as soon as possible.”

An artist rendering of  the future U.S. Navy Columbia-
class ballistic missile submarines. The 12 submarines of  the 
Columbia-class will replace the Ohio-class submarines which 
are reaching their maximum extended service life. It is planned 
that the construction of  USS Columbia (SSBN-826) will begin 
in fiscal year 2021, with delivery in fiscal year 2028, and being 
on patrol in 2031. (U.S. Navy illustration)



5 Oct 2020 | Military.com | By Matthew Cox
Israel’s Ministry of  Defense has delivered the first of  two “Iron 
Dome” indirect-fire protection systems to the U.S. Army, but it’s 
still uncertain whether the technology will fit into the service’s 
modernization vision.
Rafael Advanced Defense System Limited’s Iron Dome features 
the Tamir interceptor missile, produced by Raytheon, which 
is capable of  engaging incoming 
threats launched from up to 40 
miles away. Rafael announce the 
system’s delivery to the Army Sept. 
30.
“The Iron Dome system, as a 
part of  [Israel’s] multi-layered 
missile defense system, reflects 
the strength of  the Israeli defense 
establishment,” Israeli Defense 
Minister Benny Gantz said in a 
Rafael news release. “As a result 
of  the effectiveness of  this system, 
many deaths were prevented on the 
home front of  southern Israel. ... I 
am proud that this advanced system 
will also protect U.S. Army troops.”
The Army announced its plans to 
purchase Iron Dome in February 2019 to comply with the fiscal 
2019 National Defense Authorization Act, which required the 
service to equip ground forces with two Iron Dome Batteries 
by 2020. The U.S. signed the formal deal with Israel in August 
2019, according to the release.
Rafael officials said that Iron Dome has participated in multiple 
Army tests at White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico.
“To date, we have conducted three demonstrations and 

intercepted targets chosen by the U.S. Army for the Iron Dome 
system,” Pini Yungman, Rafael executive vice president and 
head of  its Air and Missile Defense Division, said in the release.
But it’s unclear whether Iron Dome will meet the Army’s 
need for an interim indirect-fire protection capability, which 
modernization officials say will have to demonstrate its ability 
to plug into the Integrated Air and Missile Defense Battle 

Command System, or IBCS, that 
the service has chosen to manage 
all of  its air defense sensors and 
interceptor systems.
The Army expects to receive 
the second Iron Dome battery 
by February and plans to spend 
next spring trying to ensure that 
the systems can work effectively 
with IBCS, according to service 
modernization officials.
The Iron Dome systems will then 
compete in an Army shoot-off  
event in fall 2021; the event is 
open to all defense firms that can 
demonstrate that their systems can 
plug into IBCS.

Next year, Iron Dome will complete 10 years of  operational 
activity with more than 2,400 target interceptions, according to 
the Rafael release.
“It is a great privilege for the State of  Israel to deliver the first 
out of  two Iron Dome batteries to the U.S. Army,” Moshe Patel 
Rafael, the head of  the Israel Missile Defense Organization, 
said in the release. “The very fact that we are handing over 
the first battery, a year after the agreement was signed, is an 
achievement in itself.”

Army Gets First Iron Dome 
Battery from Israel

The Iron Dome air-defense system fires to intercept a rocket 
over the city of  Ashdod on July 8, 2014, in Ashdod, Israel. 
(Ilia Yefimovich/Getty Images)

Safe Travels —What to know about Medicare when 
traveling abroad:

In general, Medicare will not pay for health care services or supplies if  you travel 
outside the United States.  Please go to the following website to see Medicare 
Traveling Rules:

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?


9 Nov 2020 | The Associated Press | By The Associated Press
WARSAW, Poland — Polish President Andrzej Duda has 
signed a deal that enhances U.S. military presence in the 
central European country and said it should be a symbol of  a 
partnership that continues regardless of  political developments.
Poland’s right-wing leadership has had close ties with the 
administration of  President Donald Trump, signing defense 
and energy deals.
Duda indicated Monday he would like the partnership to 
continue under the new administration.
“I believe that our partnership is above political divisions,” Duda 
said during the ratification ceremony at the Presidential Palace.
The Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement that he ratified 
raises the number of  U.S. troops in Poland to some 5,500 
and moves from Germany the U.S. Army V Corps overseas 
headquarters. It strengthens the U.S. defense presence in central 
and eastern Europe at a time of  increased Russian military 
activity.
Trump decided on the move last year, when he was reducing 
troop numbers in Germany.

Polish Leader Signs Deal 
Enhancing US Military 

Presence
4 Nov 2020 | The Canadian Press
SEOUL, South Korea — South Korean troops captured a 
North Korean man who crossed the heavily fortified border on 
Wednesday, the military said.
The Joint Chiefs of  Staff  
said that government 
agencies will launch a 
joint investigation to 
find out why and how 
the man crossed the 
mine-strewn border 
into South Korea.
Earlier Wednesday, 
the military said South 
Korea’s surveillance 
equipment spotted an 
unidentified person on 
the eastern section of  
the land border and 
launched a search operation. Hours later, it said the military 
“safely” took custody of  the man.
More than 30,000 North Koreans have fled to South Korea in 
the past two decades, mostly via China, but a small number of  
North Koreans still occasionally escape through the land border. 
At the height of  Cold War rivalry, both Koreas routinely sent 
agents and spies to each other’s territory through the border, 
but no such incident have been reported in recent years.
South Korea’s media reported the military boosted its anti-
infiltration readiness level in the eastern front-line area on 
Wednesday, but the Defense Ministry said it couldn’t confirm 
the report.
North Korea’s state media didn’t immediately comment on the 
man’s border crossing. South Korea said it hasn’t detected any 
unusual activities by North Korea’s military.
The reported border breach came as South Korea’s government 
reopened the southern side of  an inter-Korean border village to 
civilian visitors after halting tours for a year due to the spread 
of  African swine fever in the region that forced workers to 
cull around a half  a million pigs. That border village, called 
Panmunjom, is located on the western part of  the land border.
Seoul’s Unification Ministry has said the tours to Panmunjom 
will begin on a trial basis on Wednesday before officially 
reopening on Friday.
The two Koreas remain split along the 248-kilometer (155-mile) 
long border, the world’s most heavily guarded, since the end of  
the 1950-53 Korean War.

South Korean Military Captures 
North Korean Man at Heavily 

Armed Border

In this June 14, 2019, photo, South 
Korean army soldiers patrol while 
hikers visit the DMZ Peace Trail in the 
demilitarized zone in Goseong, South 
Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)

U.S. Army soldiers hold an 
American flag as they attend the 
official welcoming ceremony of  
the U.S. troops in Zagan, Poland, 
Saturday, Jan. 14, 2017. (AP Photo/
Krzysztof  Zatycki)

The November 
meeting of Post 
373, scheduled for 
Sunday, November 
22nd at 10:00 
am will be held 
either by phone or 
videoconference.  
See page 1 for 
more details.



can’t be adapted for launching surface-to-surface missiles instead 
of  interceptor missiles, which Moscow has been concerned about.

In its turn, Russia would offer NATO access to inspect Russian 
units in the nation’s westernmost Kaliningrad exclave, to make 
sure they aren’t equipped with 9M729 ground-launched cruise 
missiles.

The U.S. has accused Russia of  violating the INF treaty by 
deploying these missiles, a claim Russia has denied. Putin on 
Monday reiterated that Russia had not breached the pact by fielding 
the missiles, but said Russia could refrain from deploying them in 

the western part of  the country “in the 
spirit of  good will” for as long as NATO 
doesn’t station weapons previously 
banned by the INF in Europe.

Putin’s move comes amid uncertainty 
surrounding the New START arms 
control treaty that expires in February. 
Moscow and Washington have inched 
toward agreement to extend the pact, 
their last remaining arms control 
agreement, but differences have 
remained. New START dates from 2010, 
limits each country to no more than 
1,550 deployed nuclear warheads and 
700 deployed missiles and bombers, and 
envisages sweeping on-site inspections 
to verify compliance.

The INF Treaty, which was signed by U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 
banned the production, testing and deployment of  land-based 
cruise and ballistic missiles with a range of  500 to 5,500 kilometers 
(310 to 3,410 miles).

and pressured other nations to offset the harm of  U.S. sanctions, 
while insisting it does not want to develop a nuclear weapon.

Putin Offers NATO Site Inspections 
to Avoid Missile Buildup

26 Oct 2020 | The Associated Press | By Vladimir Isachenkov

MOSCOW — Russian President Vladimir Putin proposed 
Monday that NATO and Russia should conduct mutual 
inspections of  each other’s military bases to secure a moratorium 
on the deployment of  new missiles in Europe following last year’s 
demise of  a U.S.-Russian nuclear arms pact.

The United States and Russia both pulled out of  the 1987 
Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty last year, blaming 
each other for violations. Nevertheless, Putin has pledged not to 
deploy the weapons that were outlawed by the treaty, for as long 
as the U.S. doesn’t deploy such arms to Europe.

Washington has scoffed at Putin’s 
statements, charging that Russia already 
has deployed missiles that violate the 
INF treaty’s provisions — a claim 
Moscow has rejected.

On Monday, Putin followed up on his 
earlier statements by offering to allow 
the U.S. and its NATO allies to conduct 
on-site inspections to make sure that 
the weapons previously banned by the 
INF aren’t deployed to Europe.

The U.S. pulling out of  the INF Treaty 
“was a serious mistake that exacerbated 
the risks of  a missile weapons race, 
growth of  the confrontation potential 
and slide into uncontrolled escalation,” 
Putin said in a statement.

“In a situation like this, vigorous efforts are needed to ease the 
shortage of  trust, to strengthen regional and global stability, 
and to reduce the risks stemming from misunderstandings and 
disagreements in the field of  missile weapons,” the Russian 
president added.

He said that as part of  mutual inspections, Russian experts could 
visit the U.S. missile defense facilities in Europe to make sure they 

Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures while 
speaking at the annual meeting of  the Valdai 
Discussion Club via video conference at the Novo-
Ogaryovo residence outside Moscow, Russia, 
Thursday, Oct. 22, 2020 (Alexei Druzhinin, Sputnik, 
Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)



accepted him.

King was described as being 6’2” tall and blind in one eye. By all 
accounts, he was still energetic and able, having a lot of  stamina, 
the vigor of  youth and a willingness to accept the hardship of  a 
soldier’s life.

He left behind at least 21 children 
when he enlisted. He had to leave 
the unit in 1863 due to illness and 
died a few weeks later.

Graybeards were used to guard 
prison camps, supply trains and 
other guard posts throughout the 
war and across the Union, from 
St. Louis to Cincinnati. They were 
never intended to be in combat, 
but did see action one time, as they 
were repositioned to Memphis to 
guard on-the-move supply wagons.

Once back up north, they returned 
to guarding Confederate prisoners. 
By all accounts, they were among 
the best of  any Union prison 

guards, allowing very few escapes while treating prisoners well.

The Graybeards were disbanded in May 1865 after the war’s end. 
The biggest threat to the regiment wasn’t Confederate raiders or 
prisoner revolts; it was disease. Like the rest of  the men fighting 
the Civil War, the Graybeards lost more men to disease than 
anything else. Of  the 1,041 men who served in the unit, 145 lost 
their lives to disease.

The ‘Graybeards’ Were an Infantry Unit 
Just for Men Too Old for Military Service

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell

The 37th Iowa Infantry Regiment was never supposed to see 
combat. Its formation was more of  a political and propaganda 
move from the War Department than anything else.

The Union Army wanted to show the American people that men 
who weren’t of  draft age were ready, willing and able to answer 
the call of  duty.

It was called the “Graybeard 
Regiment,” and it included 
more than 1,000 men who were 
considered unfit for military 
service.

Men in the 37th had to be at least 
45 years old to join, but they still 
had to be capable of  performing 
the duties of  soldiers, even if  
those duties were mostly guarding 
prison camps.

While many men in the unit were 
in their 40s and 50s, there were 
some who enlisted in their 60s 
and 70s. The average age of  a 
Graybeard was 57 years old.

Curtis King, who enlisted in November 1862, was the oldest 
among them. King was the son of  a veteran of  the Revolutionary 
War. Born in 1783, he made his way west through Ohio and 
Indiana, eventually ending up in Iowa. By the time he enlisted 
into the Graybeards, he had just celebrated his 80th birthday.

He had been turned away by two other units before the 37th Iowa 

Thomas Weatherwax was 55 and had 11 children when he 
enlisted in the Union Army in 1863.

Two Armies
“I’d like to have two armies: one for display, with lovely guns, tanks, little 
soldiers, fanfares, staffs, distinguished and doddering generals, and 
dear little regimental officers who would be deeply concerned over their 
general’s bowel movements or their colonel’s piles: an army that would be 
shown for a modest fee on every fairground in the country.
The other would be the real one, composed entirely of young enthusiasts 
in camouflage battledress, who would not be put on display but from whom 
impossible efforts would be demanded, and to whom all sorts of tricks 
would be taught.  That’s the army in which I should like to fight.
-Jean Larteguy, Soldier/Writer (nom de plume of Jean Pierre Lucien Osty, a 

French writer, journalist, and former soldier – 1920-2011)



Sean Connery Recently Passed Away At Age 90.  
Following are 7 Military Roles That Weren’t James Bond

1. The Hunt for Red 
October (1990)
Sean Connery, Alec Baldwin 
and Scott Glenn star in the 
movie version of  Tom Clancy’s 
“The Hunt for Red October.” 
(Paramount)

The first of  Tom Clancy’s Jack Ryan movies remains the best of  
the lot and it’s not because of  Alec Baldwin’s performance as 
the CIA analyst. Sean Connery’s Soviet submarine Capt. Marko 
Ramius is every bit as iconic a character as James Bond and the 
actor nails his performance.

2. The Man Who Would 
Be King (1975)
Sean Connery and Michael Caine 
star in “The Man Who Would Be 
King.” (Columbia Pictures)

Written and directed by the 
legendary John Huston (“The 

Maltese Falcon,” “The Treasure of  the Sierra Madre,” “The 
African Queen”), co-starring Michael Caine and adapted from a 
Rudyard Kipling novella, the movie follows two British military 
veterans who take off  from India and find themselves in the 
Kafiristan region of  Afghanistan.

3. The Presidio (1988)
Sean Connery stars in the 
military thriller “The Presidio.” 
(Paramount Pictures)

“The Presidio” is an excellent 
military thriller about the 
conspiracy behind the murder 

of  an MP on the San Francisco Army base. Connery plays Lt. 
Col. Alan Caldwell, the base’s Provost Marshal, and Meg Ryan is 
Donna Caldwell, the wayward daughter who’s struggling under 
her father’s close eye.

4. A Bridge Too Far 
(1977)
Sean Connery stars in “A Bridge 
Too Far.” (United Artists)

A three-hour epic about a failed 
Allied campaign during World 
War II was not the movie that 

critics or audiences were looking for in the late 1970s. Considered 
a failure upon its release, director Richard Attenborough’s “A 
Bridge Too Far” has found its 
audience via television and home 
video and has now joined the list 
of  beloved war movies.

5. The Hill (1965)
Sean Connery stars in the military 
drama “The Hill.” (MGM)

By the time Connery starred in British military prison drama “The 
Hill,” he was at the peak of  his international Bond fame. Filmed 
on his break between “Goldfinger” and “Thunderball,” this brutal 
film tracks a group of  British 
soldiers sentenced to a military 
prison in North Africa.

6. The Longest Day (1962)
Sean Connery has a small role but 
makes a big impression in “The 
Longest Day.” (20th Century Fox)

Producer Darryl F. Zanuck set out to make the greatest epic film 
of  all time with his three-hour drama about the Allied D-Day 
invasion of  France on June 6, 1944. Zanuck insisted that his 
movie be filmed in black-and-white long after technicolor had 
become the preferred medium for epic movies. The producer 
believed that audiences around the world had experienced the war 
via black-and-white newsreels so 
a black-and-white movie would 
seem more “real” to everyone.

7. Operation Snafu (1961)
Sean Connery and Alfred Lynch 
star in the comedy “On the 
Fiddle,” released in the United 
States as “Operation Snafu.”

Originally released as “On the Fiddle” in the U.K., this is the first 
movie to feature Connery as an above-the-title star and the last 
thing he made before launching his Bond career with “Dr. No.”


