
CC NNECTIONSNNECTIONS
November 2021

Sunday, November 21st

9:30 am Breakfast at Publix Apex
16560 N Nebraska Ave, Lutz, FL 33549

10:00 am Meeting
In-Person and Also Available via Zoom

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5348041177?pwd=S
HRqMU5BRkZkRk9wMFh6ZHhCYkw0UT09

Online Meeting and Passcode:
Meeting ID: 534 804 1177 / Passcode: 1JTpm2

If  you plan on joining by phone (not recommended), you 
can find a phone number by clicking the link below (or 

check the list in your Post E-Mail): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kzoUnPmU5

Telephonic Meeting and Passcode:
 Meeting ID: 534 804 1177 / Passcode: 874451

NEXT POST MEETINGNEXT POST MEETING

Sunday November 21   0930** Post Meeting at Publix Apex and Zoom
Thursday November 25     Thanksgiving Day
Sunday November 28   1733 Chanukah Begins at Sundown 
Saturday December 4   1800 Post Meeting and Chanukah Party 
Saturday December 25  Christmas Day
Friday December 31  New Year’s Eve
Saturday January 1   New Year’s Day
Sunday January 9    0900 Dept of  FL Meeting in Delray Beach
Sunday January 16    0930** Post Meeting at Publix Apex and Zoom
Thursday-Saturday January 27-29 National Executive Committee Mtg. in
    Orlando

MARK YOUR MARK YOUR 
CALENDARCALENDAR**

Commander Larry Jasper • lmjasper@reagan.com • (813) 404-5616

*   Dates and Times are subject to change
**  Meeting begins at 1000 both in-person and virtually via 
Zoom, or if  available. Breakfast begins at 0930 at the Apex 
Publix.

For the latest updates:

Check out all of  our websites:
Post 373 — www.jwvtampa.org
Dept of  FL  — www.jwv-fl.org
JWV National  — www.jwv.org

JEWISH WAR VETERANS POST #373
ALBERT ARONOWITZ CHAPTER, Tampa, Florida
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CC MMANDER’SMMANDER’S          
                      CC RNERRNER

We will be meeting in person for those comfortable 
attending.  The meeting will also be on Zoom for those 
who are not comfortable attending in person. We will meet 
at the Publix Apex as we did before the summer. Please 
plan to wear a mask unless otherwise instructed.  Also 
please let me know if  you will be attending in person so 
we can have enough food. 
Our annual Chanukah party will be on Saturday, December 
4th. If  you have not yet RSVP’d, please do.  Menu and price 
will be announced at the upcoming meeting.
There is a committee working on re-writing the National 
Constitution and By-Laws.  The goal is to have a draft ready 
for the NEC in January and a final ready to be voted on at 
the next National Convention in Savannah. The purpose 
is to make the Constitution sync with the By-Laws and to 
add language to bring the JWV into the 21st Century.
The Florida Veteran’s Council (on which I represent JWV) 
is meeting in Tallahassee this month to discuss Veteran 
Legislation with the State Lawmakers.
On Sunday January 9th we will  have the Department of  
Florida Quarterly meeting in Delray Beach during which 
we will host the National Commander, Alan Paley, and 
the National President of  the Auxiliary, Sandra Cantor. 
Information will be coming soon. Please try to attend.
Also January 27th – 29th will be the National Executive 
Committee (NEC) meeting in Orlando. The NEC meets 
twice a year – at the National Convention and in January. 
The meeting is open to any JWV member who wish to 
attend. It will be at the Embassy Suites Orlando Airport.  
You can sign up on the JWV.org website.
I have sent an email regarding all the events (some will 
occur prior to our meeting).  If  you did not receive the 
email, please let me know so I can check your email address.
We have 3 Veterans’ Day events:
- Friday, November 12th at Temple Beth David in Spring 
Hill. 
- Saturday, November 13th at Congregation Beth Shalom 
in Clearwater.
- Saturday, November 20th at Congregation Rodeph 
Shalom in Tampa. 

JWV National: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans 

State of Florida: 
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv

Post 373: 
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa

The Veterans 
Administration (VA) 

offers 
Veterans Community 

Care Program

Under the Veterans Community Care Program 
(replaces the Veterans Choice Program), Veterans can 
work with their VA health care provider or other VA 
staff  to see if  they are eligible to receive community 
care based on new criteria. Please go to the following 
website for further information:

https://missionact.va.gov

If  you have not already signed up to attend and would like 
to, please let me know ASAP.
(We also had requests from Congregation Beth Shalom 
in Brandon and Congregation Kol Ami in Tampa, but we 
were already committed for the dates they requested.  Nice 
to be wanted….)
On Thursday, December 2nd we will present the colors on 
the ice at the Lightning game at the Amalie Arena.  This will 
be during their Chanukah celebration. If  you would like to 
attend and have not signed up yet, let me know ASAP.
Hope to see all of  you at the meeting on the 21st!
L’Shalom,
Larry

https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa
https://missionact.va.gov
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China: Military Drills, Flights Were Needed 
to Defend Taiwan

In this undated file photo released by the Taiwan Ministry of  
Defense, a Chinese PLA J-16 fighter jet flies in an undisclosed 
location. (Taiwan Ministry of  Defense via AP)

13 Oct 2021 | Associated Press
BEIJING — China’s recent increase in military exercises and 
warplane missions near Taiwan — which have raised concerns 
around the region — were necessary to defend the nation’s 
sovereignty and territory, a Chinese official said Wednesday.
China’s military flew 56 planes off  the southwest coast of  Taiwan 
on a single day earlier this month, a single-day record that capped 
four days of  a sustained pressure campaign involving 149 flights. 
All were in international airspace, but the display raised fears that 
any misstep could provoke an unintended escalation in the region.
Taiwan views China’s moves as advertising its threat to bring the 
island it claims as its own territory under its control by military 
means as necessary. The sides split amid civil war in 1949 and have 
no official contacts.
The purpose of  the maneuvers was to “fundamentally safeguard 
the overall interests of  the Chinese nation and the vital interests 
of  people on both sides of  the Taiwan Strait,” said Ma Xiaoguang, 
spokesperson for the Cabinet’s Taiwan Affairs Office.
“The People’s Liberation Army exercises are necessary actions 
to defend national sovereignty and territorial integrity,” Ma told 
reporters at a biweekly news conference in Beijing.
Ma blamed actions by Taiwan’s independence-leaning democratically 
elected government and its relations with “external forces” for 
heightening tensions.
Outside observers say the military maneuvers are intended to 
degrade Taiwan’s physical defense capabilities through wear and 
tear, while turning the citizenry against their leaders through a form 
of  psychological warfare.
Taiwan, a close U.S. ally, scrambled jets to intercept the Chinese 
aircraft and activated its missile air defense systems. It is also 
working to boost its defenses by buying new technology from the 
U.S. and developing domestic systems, including submarines.
Public opinion surveys show the vast majority of  Taiwanese in favor 
of  maintaining their de facto independent status without giving in 
to China’s demands for political unification.
Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen on Sunday vowed to defend the 
island from China’s rising pressure after a week of  unprecedented 
tensions with Beijing.
She spoke a day after Chinese leader Xi Jinping said annexing 
Taiwan “must be realized,” while saying that was best brought about 
by peaceful means.
However, Xi also added that, “No one should underestimate 
the Chinese people’s strong determination, will and capability to 
safeguard national sovereignty and territorial integrity.”
While such rhetoric is familiar, many see an increased possibility of  

conflict arising from Xi’s desire to resolve what China refers to as 
the “Taiwan question,” and the Taiwanese leadership’s resolve to 
maintain the status quo of  de facto independence.
Taiwanese Defense Minister Chiu Kuo-cheng earlier this month 
called the situation the most severe in the 40 years since his 
enlistment and that he believed China would have “comprehensive” 
capabilities to invade Taiwan by 2025.
In a talk this week with journalists, political scientist Shelley Rigger 
said while the situation seemed more intense, it was more likely 
being used as a deterrent.
“So trying to deter Taiwan from imaging that there is some kind of  
opportunity to make a change in its own position and also trying 
to deter the U.S. from providing support or creating the impression 
in Taiwan that this might be a moment for Taiwan to push the 
envelope harder,” said Rigger, a longtime observer of  Taiwanese 
politics at Davidson College in North Carolina.
“I also think that there is an element of  the PLA kind of  testing 
its own operational capabilities, and so its kind of  killing two birds 
with one stone — you’re sending a strong message to Taiwan and 
to the U.S. and you’re also getting a lot of  flight hours at a minimum 
for your military personnel,” Rigger said.
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Pentagon Rattled by Chinese Military Push 
on Multiple Fronts

Air Force Gen. John Hyten, outgoing commander of  US 
Strategic Command, speaks during a change of  command 
ceremony at Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Monday, Nov. 18, 
2019. (AP Photo/Nati Harnik)

1 Nov 2021 | Associated Press | By Robert Burns
WASHINGTON — China’s growing military muscle and its drive 
to end America predominance in the Asia-Pacific is rattling the 
U.S. defense establishment. American officials see trouble quickly 
accumulating on multiple fronts — Beijing’s expanding nuclear 
arsenal, its advances in space, cyber and missile technologies, and 
threats to Taiwan.
“The pace at which China is moving is stunning,” says Gen. John 
Hyten, the No. 2-ranking U.S. military officer, who previously 
commanded U.S. nuclear forces and oversaw Air Force space 
operations.
At stake is a potential shift in the global balance of  power that 
has favored the United States for decades. A realignment more 
favorable to China does not pose a direct threat to the United 
States but could complicate U.S. alliances in Asia. New signs 
of  how the Pentagon intends to deal with the China challenge 
may emerge in coming weeks from Biden administration policy 
reviews on nuclear weapons, global troop basing and overall 
defense strategy.
For now, officials marvel at how Beijing is marshaling the 
resources, technology and political will to make rapid gains — so 
rapid that the Biden administration is attempting to reorient all 
aspects of  U.S. foreign and defense policy.
The latest example of  surprising speed was China’s test of  a 
hypersonic weapon capable of  partially orbiting Earth before 
reentering the atmosphere and gliding on a maneuverable path 
to its target. The weapon system’s design is meant to evade U.S. 
missile defenses, and although Beijing insisted it was testing a 
reusable space vehicle, not a missile, the test appeared to have 
startled U.S. officials.
Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of  the Joint Chiefs of  Staff, said the 
test was “very close” to being a Sputnik moment, akin to the 1957 
launching by the Soviet Union of  the world’s first space satellite, 
which caught the world by surprise and fed fears the United States 
had fallen behind technologically. What followed was a nuclear 
arms and space race that ultimately bankrupted the Soviet Union.
Milley and other U.S. officials have declined to discuss details 
of  the Chinese test, saying they are secret. He called it “very 
concerning” for the United States but added that problems posed 
by China’s military modernization run far deeper.
“That’s just one weapon system,” he said in a Bloomberg 
Television interview. “The Chinese military capabilities are much 
greater than that. They’re expanding rapidly in space, in cyber and 
then in the traditional domains of  land, sea and air.”
On the nuclear front, private satellite imagery in recent months 
has revealed large additions of  launch silos that suggest the 
possibility that China plans to increase its fleet of  land-based 
intercontinental ballistic missiles, or ICBMs.

Hans Kristensen, a nuclear weapons expert at the Federation of  
American Scientists, says China appears to have about 250 ICBM 
silos under construction, which he says is more than 10 times the 
number in operation today. The U.S. military, by comparison, has 
400 active ICBM silos and 50 in reserve.
Pentagon officials and defense hawks on Capitol Hill point to 
China’s modernization as a key justification for rebuilding the U.S. 
nuclear arsenal, a project expected to cost more than $1 billion 
over 30 years, including sustainment costs.
Fiona Cunningham, an assistant professor of  political science at 
the University of  Pennsylvania and a specialist in Chinese military 
strategy, says a key driver of  Beijing’s nuclear push is its concerns 
about U.S. intentions.
“I don’t think China’s nuclear modernization is giving it a capability 
to pre-emptively strike the U.S. nuclear arsenal, and that was a 
really important generator of  competition during the Cold War,” 
Cunningham said in an online forum sponsored by Georgetown 
University. “But what it does do is to limit the effectiveness of  
U.S. attempts to pre-emptively strike the Chinese arsenal.”
Some analysts fear Washington will worry its way into an arms 
race with Beijing, frustrated at being unable to draw the Chinese 
into security talks. Congress also is increasingly focused on China 
and supports a spending boost for space and cyber operations 
and hypersonic technologies. There is a push, for example, to 
put money in the next defense budget to arm guided-missile 
submarines with hypersonic weapons, a plan initiated by the 
Trump administration.

See Multiple Fronts— continued on page 11
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North Korea Says It Tested 
Rail-Launched Ballistic Missiles

16 Sep 2021 | Associated Press | By Kim Tong-Hyung and 
Hyung-Jin Kim
SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea said Thursday it 
successfully launched ballistic missiles from a train for the first 
time and was continuing to bolster its defenses, after the two 
Koreas test-fired missiles hours apart in dueling displays of  
military might.
Wednesday’s launches underscored a return of  the tensions 
between the rivals amid a prolonged stalemate in U.S.-led 
talks aimed at stripping North Korea of  its nuclear weapons 
program.
Pyongyang’s official Korean Central News Agency said the 
missiles were launched during a drill of  a “railway-borne missile 
regiment” that transported the weapons system along rail tracks 
in the country’s mountainous central region and accurately 
struck a sea target 800 kilometers (500 miles) away.
State media showed what appeared to be two different missiles 
streaking up from rail-car launchers engulfed in orange flames 
along tracks surrounded by dense forest.
A rail-based ballistic system reflects North Korea’s efforts 
to diversify its launch options, which now includes various 
vehicles and ground launch pads and may eventually include 
submarines. Firing a missile from a train could add mobility, but 
some experts say North Korea’s simple rail networks running 
through its relatively small territory would be quickly destroyed 
by enemies during a crisis.
“Our military assesses that North Korea is continuously 
developing various mobile launch equipment,” said Col. Kim 
Jun-rak, a spokesman for South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of  Staff. 
He said the South Korean and U.S. militaries were continuing 
to examine the North’s launches.
The South Korean and Japanese militaries said earlier that North 
Korea’s two short-range ballistic missiles landed inside Japan’s 
exclusive economic zone but outside its territorial waters. The 
last time a North Korean missile landed inside that zone was in 
October 2019.
Pak Jong Chon, a senior North Korean official who has been 
seen as influential in the country’s missile development, said 
Wednesday’s tests were successfully conducted in line with the 
“strategic and tactical design and intention” of  the North’s 
ruling Workers’ Party.
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un vowed at a party congress 
in January to bolster his nuclear deterrent in the face of  U.S.-
led sanctions and pressure and issued a long wish list of  
sophisticated weaponry, including longer-range intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, nuclear-powered submarines, spy satellites and 
tactical nuclear arms.

See Missiles— continued on page 8

This photo, provided by the North Korean government 
Thursday, Sept. 16, 2021, shows a test missile launched 
from a train on Sept. 15, 2021, in an undisclosed location 
in North Korea. The content of  this image is as provided 
and cannot be verified independently. (Korean Central 
News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)

In another weapons display over the weekend, the North 
said it tested new cruise missiles, which it intends to make 
nuclear-capable, that can strike targets 1,500 kilometers (932 
miles) away, a distance putting all of  Japan and U.S. military 
installations there within reach.
Hours after the latest North Korean launches, South Korea 
reported its first test of  a submarine-launched ballistic missile. 
As President Moon Jae-in and other top officials watched, 
the missile flew from a submarine and hit a designated target, 
Moon’s office said.
Kim Yo Jong, the powerful sister of  the North Korean leader, 
threatened a “complete destruction” of  bilateral relations over 
Moon’s comments while he observed the test, when he said 
the South’s growing conventional missile capacities would be a 
“sure deterrence” against North Korean provocation.
South Korea, which doesn’t have nuclear weapons and instead 
is protected by the U.S.’s, has been accelerating efforts to build 
up its conventional arms, including developing more powerful 
missiles. Observers say Moon’s government, which has been 
actively pursuing reconciliation with North Korea, may have 
wanted to appear tougher in response to criticism that it’s too 
soft on the North.
Kim Yo Jong took offense to Moon describing North Korean 
weapons demonstrations as a provocation and said warned of  
dire consequences in inter-Korean relations if  he continues on 
with what she described as slander of  North Korea.
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See Spy Reveal— continued on page 8

A North Korean Spy Reveals Details of 
Kim Jong Un’s Secretive Spec Ops Force

In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, second from left, meets fighter pilots 
who made the demonstration flight at the opening of  an exhibition 
of  weapons systems in Pyongyang, North Korea, Monday, Oct. 
11, 2021. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)

28 Oct 2021 | Business Insider | By Stavros Atlamazoglou
North Korea frequently taunts its rivals with a nuclear destruction, 
and despite its own dire economic and social situation, Pyongyang 
certainly has the military capabilities to instigate a war that could 
kill hundreds of  thousands, if  not millions.
Nuclear weapons, ballistic missiles, thousands of  artillery pieces, 
and millions of  fanatical troops are the core of  the North Korean 
threat. But Kim Jong Un has another ace up his sleeve: potent 
special-operations forces.
Not much is known about this force, but recent revelations by a 
senior North Korean spy who defected offer some insight into 
how Pyongyang’s commandos train and fight.
North Korea’s Commandos
The Korean People’s Army (KPA) is one of  the largest in the 
world, with an active-duty force of  about 1.3 million. Pyongyang 
also has more than 200,000 special operators organized in 
standard formations, such as brigades, regiments, battalions, and 
in even smaller, more specialized outfits.
The typical special-operations unit has between 3,000 and 5,000 
commandos and falls under the different branches of  the North 
Korean military and under Pyongyang’s intelligence service, the 
Reconnaissance General Bureau.
North Korean special-operations units can be divided by specialty.
Reconnaissance units specialize in collecting intelligence and 
passing it back to headquarters. Airborne units can infiltrate by 
air and seize and hold targets like airfields or bridges. Maritime 
units can infiltrate from submarines or ships and conduct littoral 
raids. Commando units can conduct direct-action operations, 
such as raids.
North Korean troops may appear very well equipped during 
parades in Pyongyang, but those weapons and gear aren’t 
necessarily distributed to the rest of  the force. Because of  their 
special mission, North Korean special-operations units receive 
the best equipment and training.
In a recent report, the US Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) 
said “North Korean SOF are highly trained and well-equipped in 
comparison to other units, and, if  successfully infiltrated into the 
South, would be capable of  disruptive attacks in the rear area.”
That gear is rudimentary compared to other countries’ special-
operations units, but even with technological or logistical 
shortcomings compared to US and South Korean special-
operations units, North Korean commandos are a dedicated and 
dangerous foe.

Crossing the Line
According to the US military, KPA doctrine and tactics for ground 
operations have largely remained the same since the Korean War 
in the 1950s. Special-operations forces play an important part 
in KPA’s war-fighting doctrine, which seeks to attack an enemy 
target simultaneously from numerous angles.
North Korean special-operations doctrine emphasizes speed and 
surprise. Pyongyang’s special-operations forces have two strategic 
missions: to infiltrate South Korea and conduct unconventional 
warfare and sabotage on the US and South Korean rear lines 
and to defend North Korea against US or South Korean special-
operations units.
If  a major war broke out, the North Korean play would be to 
swiftly cross the Demilitarized Zone and flood South Korea with 
troops, attempting a repeat of  the early stages of  the Korean 
War, when communist forces almost drove South Korean and 
UN troops into the sea.
In such a scenario, North Korean heavy infantry or mechanized 
units would strike at South Korean and US forces’ frontlines. 
North Korean special-operations forces, organized in commando 
or light infantry units, would conduct unconventional warfare to 
the rear or on the flanks, attacking supply lines, command-and-
control centers, and other strategic facilities.
By design, North Korea’s commandos are aggressive and would 
prefer to be on the offensive, which is in line with special-
operations doctrine around the around.
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South Korean Officials Launch Last-Ditch Effort 
with US to Formally End Korean War

Republic of  Korea Army soldiers stand resolute at the iconic Joint 
Security Area where South and North Korean soldiers stand face 
to face across the Korean Demilitarized Zone, Panmunjom, South 
Korea, June 19, 2018. (U.S. Army photo/Richard Colletta)

15 Oct 2021 | Stars and Stripes | By David Choi

South Korean government officials confirmed they were holding 
discussions with the United States about formally ending the 
Korean War, just a few months before a new administration will 
preside over the country.

South Korean Ambassador to the U.S. Lee Soo Hyuck brought 
up the subject Wednesday while briefing Korean lawmakers at 
the embassy in Washington, D.C., telling them that senior U.S. 
officials were “approaching the issue seriously and understands 
its rational purposefulness.”

The U.S. and South Korea technically remain at war with North 
Korea after the signing of  an armistice agreement following the 
1950-53 Korean War.

National Security Office director Suh Hoon also traveled to 
Washington this week for high-level talks with U.S. officials. 
South Korea’s top national security official told reporters 
he planned to broach the topic of  ending the war with Jake 
Sullivan, President Joe Biden’s national security adviser.

“We think it is time for consultations ... and to check inter-
Korean relations or North Korea-U.S. relations at least once,” 
Suh told reporters at the airport Monday.

South Korea’s interest in putting a ceremonial end to the war 
has peaked in recent weeks. President Moon Jae-in, who has 
long supported the issue during his tenure, urged the signatories 
of  the armistice agreement to “come together and declare that 
the war on the Korean Peninsula is over,” in a speech before the 
United Nations General Assembly last month.

“When the parties involved in the Korean War stand together 
and proclaim an end to the war, I believe we can make irreversible 
progress in denuclearization and usher in an era of  complete 
peace,” he said in reference to the U.S., North Korea, South 
Korea and China.

Kim Yo Jong, the North Korean leader’s sister and a high-
ranking official within the ruling party, described the idea as 
“interesting” and “good.”

“We have discussed the end of  war declaration ... which can be 
the beginning of  the establishment of  a system to ensure peace 
on the Korean Peninsula,” she said in a statement issued last 
month by the state-run Korean Central News Agency.

A formal end to the Korean War would mark a major political 
victory for Moon and the ruling Democratic Party. The 
president, who is limited to a single five-year term under Korean 
law, will step down in March.

However, an analyst on the Korean Peninsula raised some 
concerns over the issue.

“A step towards the direction of  ending the Korean War could 
spell a dramatic change in regional dynamics,” Soo Kim, a policy 
analyst for Rand Corp. and an adjunct instructor at American 
University, told Stars and Stripes in an email Thursday. “It’s a 
short-lived political ‘success’ — and even that is questionable.”

Soo Kim said an end-of-war declaration would “mark the first 
of  many strategic victories” for North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un, whose regime frequently rails against the stationing of  U.S. 
troops in South Korea.

“It will lay the groundwork for a peace declaration, not to 
mention challenge the grounds for the presence of  U.S. troops 
on the peninsula and the U.S.-South Korean alliance,” she said.

Help support the JWV with a 
USAA Visa Credit Card.

Go to JWV.org or USAA.com to apply.

http://JWV.org
http://USAA.com
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Kim Dong-yub, a professor at the University of  North Korean 
Studies in Seoul, said the North Korean photos indicated the 
rail-fired missiles were a solid-fuel, short-range weapon the 
North first tested from truck launchers in 2019. The missiles, 
likely modeled on Russia’s Iskander missiles, are designed to fly 
at relatively low altitudes where the air is dense enough to allow 
for maneuverability in flight, making interception by missile 
defense systems more difficult.
While the North is trying to broaden its launch systems, the 
analyst Kim questioned whether rail-mobile missiles would 
meaningfully improve the country’s military capabilities when 
the North’s simple rail networks would be easy targets during 
crisis.
Experts say North Korea is building up its weapons systems 
to apply pressure on the United States in the hopes of  winning 
relief  from economic sanctions aimed at forcing the North to 
abandon its nuclear arsenal. U.S.-led talks on the issue have been 
stalled for more than two years.
Kim Jong Un’s government has so far rejected the Biden 
administration’s overtures for dialogue, demanding that 
Washington abandon what it calls “hostile” policies first — a 
reference to the sanctions.
The United States said it had no hostile intent and called for 
North Korea to return to talks. “What we seek to do is to reduce 
the threat to the United States, to our allies in the region, ... and 
we think we can do that through diplomacy,” State Department 
spokesman Ned Price told reporters in Washington.
While testing various short-range weapons recently, North 
Korea has maintained its self-imposed moratorium on nuclear 
and long-range missile tests, a sign it may not want to scuttle 
chances for diplomacy entirely.

They “would be a fierce enemy” if  a war broke out, a former 
Green Beret who served in South Korea told Insider.
The Kim regime has cultivated a cult of  personality around its 
leaders, with public pledges of  loyalty by troops and military elites.
“We have the technological advantage and our planes and missiles 
can bomb them back to the Stone Age, but they will be fighting for 
their ‘god,’” the former Green Beret said. “Since birth, they have 
been brought up in this cultish environment where the supreme 
leader is their ‘god.’ They are fanatical and tough. Korean winters 
are no joke, and these guys have been trained to survive and 
operate in such environments. They would fight to the last man.”
Pyongyang might also use conventional military operations 
to distract US and South Korean forces and allow its special-
operations units to infiltrate the South successfully.
In 2010, 46 sailors were killed when a South Korean vessel was 
sunk in a suspected North Korean submarine attack. A few 
months later, North Korean artillery shelled a South Korean 
island near the two countries’ maritime boundary, killing four 
people.
In a recent interview with the BBC, Kim Kuk-song, a senior 
North Korean intelligence officer who defected to South Korea, 
described how Kim Jong Un uses North Korea’s military and 
intelligence resources for personal enrichment or revenge against 
real or perceived enemies. North Korean special-operations 
forces may also facilitate such “gang-style” operations.
In the event of  a war with South Korea, North Korean commandos 
would also likely attempt a strike against South Korea’s leaders 
and command-and-control centers, seeking to decapitate South 
Korean leadership and sow confusion in the initial hours of  the 
conflict.
It wouldn’t be the first time North Korean commandos have tried 
something like that. On January 31, 1969, a North Korean special-
operations assault force infiltrated into South Korea with the goal 
of  assassinating South Korean President Park Chung-hee.
The commando team moved fast and aggressively and managed 
to reach Park’s residence in Seoul, even though they were spotted 
by some farmers along the way. That’s when everything unraveled, 
however, as the North Koreans didn’t know the code word to 
enter the residence and got into a running firefight with South 
Korean troops.
In the end, only one North Korean commando managed to get 
back into North Korea, with the rest captured or killed.
The threat of  infiltration and of  other attacks by North Korean 
commandos remains. North Korea may exaggerate its military 
capabilities regularly, but its special-operations forces are no joke.

Spy Reveal— continued from page 6 Missiles — continued from page 5

Rabbi Rabinovitz went in to beg his board of  directors to buy 
a new synagogue chandelier. Arguing and pleading for over an 
hour, he eventually sat down believing he had failed.

Suddenly, the president of  the board said, "Why are we wasting 
time talking?” "First of  all, a chandelier, ... why, we haven’t got 
anyone who could even spell it. Second, we haven’t got anyone 
who could even play it. And lastly, what we really need in the 
shul is more light!"



9

Hezbollah and other groups fighting alongside Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s forces.
The al-Tanf  attack came in a period of  rising tensions with 
Iran. The Biden administration this week said international 
diplomatic efforts to get Iran back into negotiations to return to 
a 2015 nuclear deal were at a “critical place” and that patience 
Is wearing thin.
The last major Iranian attack on U.S. forces was in January 2020, 
when Tehran launched a barrage of  ballistic missiles on al-Asad 
air base in Iraq. U.S. and coalition troops were warned of  the 
incoming missiles and were able to take cover, but more than 
100 U.S. service members received traumatic brain injuries as a 
result of  the blasts.
The Iran attack was in response to the U.S. drone strike earlier 
that month near the Baghdad airport that killed Iranian Gen. 
Qassem Soleimani and Iraqi militia leader Abu Mahdi al-
Muhandis.
Two months after the al-Asad assault, U.S. fighter jets struck 
five sites in retaliation, targeting Iranian-backed Shiite militia 
members believed responsible for the January rocket attack.

Officials: Iran Behind Drone Attack 
on US Base in Syria

25 Oct 2021 | Associated Press | By Lolita C. Baldor and 
Robert Burns
WASHINGTON — U.S. officials say they believe Iran was 
behind the drone attack last week at the military outpost in 
southern Syria where American troops are based.
Officials said Monday the U.S. believes that Iran resourced and 
encouraged the attack, but that the drones were not launched 
from Iran. They were Iranian drones, and Iran appears to have 
facilitated their use, officials said, speaking on condition of  
anonymity to discuss details that have not been made public.
Officials said they believe the attacks involved as many as five 
drones laden with explosive charges, and that they hit both 
the U.S. side of  al-Tanf  garrison and the side where Syrian 
opposition forces stay.
There were no reported injuries or deaths as a result of  the 
attack.
U.S. and coalition troops are based at al-Tanf  to train Syrian 
forces on patrols to counter Islamic State militants. The base is 
also located on a road serving as a vital link for Iranian-backed 
forces from Tehran all the way to southern Lebanon and Israel.
Pentagon spokesman John Kirby declined to provide details 
when asked about the report during a news conference 
Monday. He called it a “complex, coordinated and deliberate 
attack” and said the U.S. has seen similar ones before from Shia 
militia groups that are backed by Iran. But he would not go into 
specifics and said he had no update on the munitions used in 
the attack.
Kirby also declined to say if  troops were warned ahead of  time 
or whether the U.S. intends to make a military response.
“The protection and security of  our troops overseas remains 
a paramount concern for the secretary,” Kirby said, referring 
to Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, “and that if  there is to be a 
response, it will be at a time and a place and a manner of  our 
choosing, and we certainly won’t get ahead of  those kinds of  
decisions.”
Pro-Iran media outlets have been saying that the attack on Tanf  
was carried out by “Syria’s allies” — an apparent reference to 
Iran-backed groups — in retaliation for an attack days earlier 
near the historic Syrian town of  Palmyra. Israel has been blamed 
for the attack, but U.S. officials say America was not involved 
with it.
“You can consider that the strike on Tanf  was an implementation” 
of  previous promises by Syrian allies to retaliate for Palmyra, 
according to an official with the so-called Axis of  Resistance, an 
anti-Western political-military alliance that includes Iran, Syria, 

Pentagon spokesman John Kirby speaks during a media briefing 
at the Pentagon, Monday, Oct. 25, 2021, in Washington. (Alex 
Brandon/AP Photo)
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This undated image 
provided by Rewards For 
Justice shows a wanted 
posted of  Adnan Abu Walid 
al-Sahrawi, the leader of  
Islamic State in the Greater 
Sahara. (Rewards For Justice via 
AP)

that it would be reducing its military presence in the region, with 
plans to withdraw 2,000 troops by early next year.

France Kills Islamic State Leader Who Attacked 
US Military Personnel in Niger in 2017

16 Sep 2021 | Associated Press
PARIS — France killed the leader of  Islamic State in the 
Greater Sahara because the group attacked French aid workers, 
African civilians and U.S. troops, French officials said Thursday, 
calling him “enemy No. 1” in protracted anti-terrorism efforts 
in the Sahel.
French President Emmanuel Macron announced the death of  
Adnan Abu Walid al-Sahrawi overnight. According to Macron’s 
office, al-Sahrawi personally ordered the killing of  six French 
aid workers and their Nigerien colleagues last year, and his 
group was behind a 2017 attack that killed U.S. and Niger 
military personnel.
He was killed in a strike by France’s Barkhane military operation 
“a few weeks ago,” but authorities waited to be sure of  his 
identity before making the announcement, French Defense 
Minister Florence Parly told RFI radio Thursday.
She did not disclose details of  the operation or where al-Sahrawi 
was killed, though the Islamic State group is active along the 
border between Mali and Niger.
“He was at the origin of  massacres and terror,” French Foreign 
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said Thursday on France-Info 
radio. He urged African governments to fill the void and seize 
back ground taken by the Islamic State extremists.
Rumors of  the militant leader’s death had circulated for weeks 
in Mali, though authorities in the region had not confirmed 
it. It was not immediately possible to independently verify the 
claim or to know how the remains had been identified.
Al-Sahrawi had claimed responsibility for a 2017 attack in Niger 
that killed four U.S. military personnel and four people with 
Niger’s military. His group also has abducted foreigners in 
the Sahel and is believed to still be holding American Jeffrey 
Woodke, who was abducted from his home in Niger in 2016.
The extremist leader was born in the disputed territory of  
Western Sahara and later joined the Polisario Front. After 
spending time in Algeria, he made his way to northern Mali 
where he became an important figure in the group known as 
MUJAO that controlled the major northern town of  Gao in 
2012.
A French-led military operation the following year ousted 
Islamic extremists from power in Gao and other northern 
cities, though those elements later regrouped and again carried 
out attacks.
The Malian group MUJAO was loyal to the regional al-Qaida 
affiliate. But in 2015, al-Sahrawi released an audio message 
pledging allegiance to the Islamic State group in Iraq and Syria.
France, the region’s former colonial power, recently announced 

            

Important Resources to 
Support Our Nation's Heroes

(Click on any of  the links below or head to www.jwv-fl.org 
and click on the link at the top of  the page.)

Courtesy of: Ryan MacKenzie from Thankyouveteran.com

Matching Career Options with Personality Types

Veterans Employment Assistance

Career Advice for Veterans: Interviewing Tips

What is a VA Home Loan?

Mortgage Assistance Programs for Veterans

Moving Companies with Military Discounts

At-Home Services That Can Help Senior Veterans

Veterans' Health Care: Costs & Co-Payments

Military & Veterans Mental Health Issues

Counseling, Crisis Help, & Suicide Prevention for Our Military 
Community
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This image released on Wednesday, Nov. 3, 2021 by the 
Israel Ministry of  Defense Spokesperson’s office shows a 
High Availability Aerostat System. (Israel Ministry of  Defense 
Spokesperson’s office via AP)

4 Nov 2021 | Associated Press
JERUSALEM — Israel said Wednesday it has begun testing a 
massive inflatable missile detection system designed to hover at 
high altitudes and detect long-range threats.
Israel already boasts an array of  sophisticated missile defenses, 
which were used successfully during the 11-day Gaza war this 
year.
The High Availability Aerostat System resembles a giant blimp 
or zeppelin. The Defense Ministry says it’s one of  the world’s 
largest systems of  its kind. It was developed in cooperation 
with a subsidiary of  state-owned Israel Aerospace Industries 
and TCOM, a U.S. aerostat manufacturer.
Israel has moved aggressively in recent years to counter potential 
threats from Iran, the Hezbollah militant group in Lebanon and 
Gaza’s militant Hamas rulers, all of  which boast large arsenals 
of  rockets capable of  hitting major cities.
During the Gaza war, Hamas fired barrages of  rockets at Tel 
Aviv in an attempt to overwhelm Israel’s Iron Dome defense 
system, but Israeli officials say it shot down around 90% of  the 
projectiles it targeted.
Israel carried out hundreds of  airstrikes against what it said were 
militant targets. The fighting killed more than 250 Palestinians, 
including 129 civilians, according to the United Nations. There 
were 13 deaths on the Israeli side.

Israel Tests Massive 
Inflatable 

Missile Detection System
For decades, the United States tracked China’s increased defense 
investment and worried that Beijing was aiming to become a 
global power. But for at least the last 20 years, Washington was 
focused more on countering al-Qaida and other terrorist threats 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. That began to change during the Trump 
administration, which in 2018 formally elevated China to the 
top of  the list of  defense priorities, along with Russia, replacing 
terrorism as the No. 1 threat.
For now, Russia remains a bigger strategic threat to the United 
States because its nuclear arsenal far outnumbers China’s. But 
Milley and others say Beijing is a bigger long-term worry because 
its economic strength far exceeds that of  Russia, and it is rapidly 
pouring resources into military modernization.
At the current pace of  China’s military investment and achievement, 
Beijing “will surpass Russia and the United States” in overall 
military power in coming years “if  we don’t do something to 
change it,” said Hyten, who is retiring in November after two years 
as vice chairman of  the Joint Chiefs of  Staff. “It will happen.”
The Biden administration says it is determined to compete 
effectively with China, banking on a network of  allies in Asia 
and beyond that are a potential source of  strength that Beijing 
cannot match. That was central to the reasoning behind a Biden 
decision to share highly sensitive nuclear propulsion technologies 
with Australia, enabling it to acquire a fleet of  conventionally 
armed submarines to counter China. Although this was a boost 
for Australia, it was a devastating blow to Washington’s oldest 
ally, France, which saw its $66 billion submarine sale to Australia 
scuttled in the process.
Taiwan is another big worry. Senior U.S. military officers have 
been warning this year that China is probably accelerating its 
timetable for capturing control of  Taiwan, the island democracy 
widely seen as the most likely trigger for a potentially catastrophic 
U.S.-China war.
The United States has long pledged to help Taiwan defend itself, 
but it has deliberately left unclear how far it would go in response 
to a Chinese attack. President Joe Biden appeared to abandon 
that ambiguity when he said Oct. 21 that America would come to 
Taiwan’s defense if  it were attacked by China.
“We have a commitment to do that,” Biden said. The White 
House later said he was not changing U.S. policy, which does not 
support Taiwanese independence but is committed to providing 
defensive arms.

Multiple Fronts — continued from page 4
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US Marines Hit the Beach in Israel as Central 
Command Solidifies Ties with Longtime Ally

2 Nov 2021 | Stars and Stripes | By John Vandiver

Some 500 U.S. Marines staged a beach-storming exercise in 
Israel during some of  the first bilateral military drills since a 
major Pentagon realignment for the longtime allies.

On Monday, the Israeli Defense Force and the Bahrain-based 
U.S. Naval Forces Central Command launched the amphibious 
assault in Eilat, a Red Sea port town near Jordan, the 51/5th 
Marine Expeditionary Brigade said in a statement.

“This exercise is part of  the next chapter in the U.S. Navy’s 
and Marine Corps’ long-standing relationship with Israel that is 
so vital to stability and security in the region,” said Brig. Gen. 
Farrell Sullivan, commander of  the Marine task force.

The three-week training also involves urban combat exercises, 
bomb disposal drills and firing the High Mobility Artillery 
Rocket System.

The exercise began days after Israeli fighters escorted a U.S. Air 
Force bomber on a patrol flight.

In September, U.S. Central Command took control over 
American military relations with Israel. For decades, this had 
been covered by U.S. European Command, based in Stuttgart, 
Germany.

The transfer of  responsibilities to U.S. Central Command was 
touted by the military as a means of  ensuring better coordination 
between the U.S., Israel and the Arab Gulf  states.

The realignment was brought about in part by a 2020 diplomatic 
breakthrough brokered by the U.S. known as the Abraham 
Accords, which resulted in the normalization of  relations 
between Israel and the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain.

Historically, the adversarial relationship between Israel and U.S. 
partners in the Gulf  region was seen as an obstacle to aligning 
U.S. Central Command with Israel.

But some security analysts have long argued that U.S. Central 
Command is the better strategic fit for Israel, given that Iran is 
the main security threat in its area, while EUCOM’s principal 
focus is countering Russia.

Some of  that expected coordination among the U.S., Israel and 
various Arab states was on display Saturday, when a U.S. Air 
Force B-1B Lancer conducted a “presence patrol” with fighter 
plane escorts from Bahrain, Egypt, Israel and Saudi Arabia.

The five-hour, nonstop patrol originated in the Indian Ocean 
and flew over various strategic waterways.

Israeli Air Force F-15 Strike Eagles move into formation 
with a U.S. Air Force B-1B Lancer over the Mediterranean 
Coast as part of  a presence patrol above the U.S. Central 
Command’s area of  responsibility, Oct. 30, 2021. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Senior Airman Jerreht Harris)

Some items from HonestReporting.Com:

The Israeli Air Force will begin to practice launching a strike 
on Iran’s nuclear facilities amid mounting uncertainty about 
reviving the 2015 nuclear deal and fears Tehran may be 
readying a dash towards the bomb.

The United Arab Emirates Air Force Major General Ibrahim 
Nasser Mohammed al Alawi is visiting Israel to observe the 
‘Blue Flag’ military exercise and discuss future collaboration 
opportunities for the two countries’ air forces.

Sweden’s National Agency for Education is recommending 
students complete classroom exercises in which they attempt 
to prove the Holocaust never happened.

One of  the largest newspapers in Chile published a tribute 
to former Nazi leader Hermann Göring in a move that drew 
widespread condemnation from Jewish groups.
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Marines, Special Ops Troops Secretly Deploying to 
Taiwan Amid China Tensions, Report Says

7 Oct 2021 | Military.com | By Rebecca Kheel and Travis Tritten
U.S. special operations forces and Marines have been deployed 
to Taiwan and secretly training its military for at least a year as 
China becomes increasingly aggressive with its territorial claim 
on the island, The Wall Street Journal reported Thursday.
A couple of  dozen special operators and support troops 
are training small units of  Taiwan’s ground forces, while a 
contingent of  Marines is working with local maritime forces 
on small-boat training, according to the report, which cited 
unnamed U.S. officials.
The news report came amid a record-setting number of  Chinese 
military flights around the island. The People’s Liberation Army 
made a total of  149 military flights over four days, including 56 
on Monday, The Associated Press reported.
It also comes at a time of  heightened U.S.-China tensions over 
issues ranging from trade to human rights to COVID-19 and 
seems sure to further stoke Beijing’s ire.
In a statement to the Journal, the Chinese foreign ministry 
said the country “will take all necessary steps to protect its 
sovereignty and territorial integrity.”
The Marine Corps on Thursday directed questions to the 
Pentagon, which declined to comment directly on the report 
when contacted by Military.com. A spokesman did release a 
general statement on the Pentagon’s position toward China and 
Taiwan.
“I don’t have any comments on specific operations, engagements, 
or training, but I would like to highlight that our support for 
and defense relationship with Taiwan remains aligned against 
the current threat posed by the People’s Republic of  China,” 
spokesman John Supple wrote in an email statement.
Supple said the U.S. urges a peaceful resolution to the tensions 
over Taiwan, an island democracy just off  the coast of  the 
Chinese mainland that signed a mutual defense pact with 
America in 1954. Beijing considers it a breakaway province 
and increasingly has been asserting claims to the island despite 
tolerating some independence in the past.
The Global Times, a Chinese tabloid considered to be a 
mouthpiece for the Communist Party, in August warned that 
a U.S. troop presence on Taiwan would lead China to “destroy 
and expel U.S. troops in Taiwan by military means, and at the 
same time realize reunification by force.” The editorial was 
a response to a since-deleted tweet from Sen. John Cornyn, 
R-Texas, which incorrectly stated 30,000 U.S. troops were 
stationed in Taiwan.
Under a decades-old policy, the United States maintains 

“strategic ambiguity” toward Taiwan, meaning Washington 
does not explicitly say it would come to the island’s defense in 
a conflict with China.
The policy is designed to avoid provoking Beijing while also not 
emboldening Taiwan into formally declaring independence, a 
move that could lead to a Chinese invasion.
As part of  the “One China” policy, the United States also does 
not formally have diplomatic relations with Taiwan. But U.S. 
ties with Taipei City, the capital of  Taiwan, have deepened in 
recent years. In the defense sphere, that has included billions 
of  dollars in arms sales.
Defense officials also have issued increasingly stark warnings 
about China’s designs toward Taiwan, including Adm. 
John Aquilino, head of  U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, telling 
lawmakers earlier this year that the possibility of  a Chinese 
invasion of  Taiwan is “much closer to us than most think.”
On Wednesday while arguing for a new arms spending package, 
Taiwan’s defense minister, Chiu Kuo-cheng, also warned that 
military tensions with China are the worst in 40 years and that 
Beijing could be able to launch a “full-scale” invasion by 2025.
During his confirmation hearing in May, Christopher Maier, 
the assistant secretary of  defense for special operations, 
told senators he believed Taiwan could benefit from special 
operations training for irregular warfare, but did not indicate 
such training was already being conducted.
“I do think that is something that we should be considering 
strongly as we think about competition across the span of  
different capabilities we can apply,” Maier said.

Chinese Air Force personnel march past the Chinese military’s 
J10C fighter and JH-7A2 fighter bomber during 13th China 
International Aviation and Aerospace Exhibition, Wednesday, 
Sept. 29, 2021, in Zhuhai, China. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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US Warships Sail to Black Sea, Drawing Russian 
Ire

The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Porter 
arrives in Batumi, Georgia, for a scheduled port visit, June 23, 
2020. (Photo by Lt. Col. Karl Wethe)

2 Nov 2021 | Stars and Stripes | By Alison Bath

NAPLES, Italy -- The arrival of  U.S. warships in the Black Sea 
in support of  NATO allies has once again sparked the anger 
of  Russian President Vladimir Putin, who said one of  the ships 
was in the “crosshairs” of  the Russian military.

Putin made the comment to military leaders on Monday in 
emphasizing Russia’s need to bolster its air defenses. He cited 
the deployment of  NATO’s U.S.-led missile defense system in 
Eastern Europe and missions by alliance ships in the Baltic and 
Black seas, The Associated Press reported.

“Even now, a U.S. warship has entered the Black Sea, and we can 
see it in binoculars or crosshairs of  our defense systems,” Putin 
said during the meeting in the southern Russian city of  Sochi.

Meanwhile, Russia’s Black Sea Fleet said Tuesday that its warships 
had practiced destroying enemy targets, Reuters reported.

The destroyer USS Porter entered the Black Sea on Saturday 
for a routine patrol after participating in NATO exercises in the 
Aegean Sea, U.S. 6th Fleet said in a statement.

“The crew of  USS Porter looks forward to entering the Black 
Sea to maintain safety and stability throughout the region,” said 
Cmdr. Christopher Petro, the destroyer’s commanding officer. 
“Our ability to work alongside our NATO allies and partners 
enhances our collective readiness and overall maritime security.”

The USS Mount Whitney, the flagship of  the U.S. 6th Fleet, 
arrived Monday for a port visit in Istanbul and will soon join 
Porter, U.S. 6th Fleet said in a separate statement.

Mount Whitney remained in port Tuesday, said Lt. Cmdr. Karl 
Schonberg, a fleet spokesman. The port is considered to be the 
entrance of  the Black Sea.

The destroyer USS Arleigh Burke also recently completed 
NATO exercises in the Baltic Sea, the Navy said.

Russia has long complained about NATO and U.S. warships 
in the Black Sea, especially when they sail near the Crimean 
Peninsula, which Moscow annexed in 2014. The international 
community still considers Crimea a part of  Ukraine.

Six nations border the Black Sea, including several that hold 
training exercises with the United States or participate in patrols 
in its international waters.

In June, tensions increased just before an annual NATO military 
exercise in the Black Sea, with a Russian ship reportedly firing 
warning shots at a British destroyer traveling near Crimea. 
Some analysts characterized that and other actions, such as 
low overflights of  a Dutch frigate by Russian warplanes, as an 
escalation in Moscow’s efforts to control the region.

Still, some analysts said Putin’s latest comments appeared less 
hostile than previous ones.

“Remember, Moscow threatened to attack NATO warships 
that pass within 12 nautical miles of  Crimea, even legally as 
part of  an innocent passage,” said James R. Holmes, the J.C. 
Wylie Chair of  Maritime Strategy at the U.S. Naval War College 
in Newport, R.I. “Putin did have a cutesy line about being able 
to see USS Mount Whitney through the crosshairs, but that’s 
less over the top.”

Holmes said U.S. strategy is to “’fly, sail, and operate’ wherever 
the law of  the sea permits, in order to preserve the right of  way 
in waters such as the Black Sea.”

Secondary objectives include contesting Russian claims to 
sovereignty over Crimea, although freedom-of-navigation 
cruises may not be as effective for that, he said.

“We are showing support for Ukraine and making a statement 
that we can project power from the sea, even (near) Russia,” 
Holmes said.

Jorge Benitez, an expert on European security with the Atlantic 
Council, a Washington-based think tank, warned that Russia’s 
behavior shows an escalatory pattern that “will lead to more 
provocations and perhaps even a confrontation with NATO.”

“I believe that Putin’s direct threats to U.S. naval vessels are 
proof  that Russia’s military aggression against NATO ships is 
approved at the highest levels in Moscow,” Benitez said.
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Ben Cohen had been drinking at a pub all night. 
The bartender finally said that the bar was closing. 
So Ben stood up to leave and fell flat on his face. 
He tried to stand one more time; same result. Ben 
figured he'll crawl outside and get some fresh air 
and maybe that would sober him up.

Once outside, Ben stood up but fell flat on his face 
again. So he decided to crawl the 4 blocks to his 
home. When he arrived at the door, Ben stood up 
and again fell flat on his face. He crawled through 
the door and into his bedroom. When he reached 
his bed Ben tried one more time to stand up. This 
time he managed to pull himself  upright, but he 

quickly fell right into bed and fell sound asleep as soon as his head hit the pillow.

He was awakened the next morning to his wife, Yente, standing over him, shouting, "So, you've been out drinking again!"

"What makes you say that?" Ben asked, putting on an innocent look.

Yente replied "The pub called - you left your wheelchair there again."

US Says it Will Pay the Family of the 10 Afghans Killed in 
a Failed Drone Strike and Help Them Relocate to US

Pentagon Press Secretary John F. Kirby briefs reporters from 
the Pentagon Press Briefing Room, Washington, D.C., Oct. 12, 
2021. (DoD photo by Lisa Ferdinando)

16 Oct 2021 | Business Insider

The U.S. offered payments this week to the family of  the 10 
Afghan civilians, including seven children, who were killed in 
error by a U.S. drone strike on August 29.

The Pentagon announced the payments in a statement on 
Friday night but did not say how much was offered, The New 
York Times reported. The statement also said the U.S. would 
help the surviving family members relocate to the United States 
if  they are interested.

Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby told The Associated Press 
the offers were made Thursday during a meeting with the aid 
organization that employed Zemari Ahmadi, the driver who 
the Pentagon mistakenly believed was an ISIS-K member and 
whose car was struck by the drone.

“Dr. Kahl reiterated Secretary of  Defense Lloyd Austin’s 
commitment to the families, including offering ex gratia 
condolence payments,” Kirby told AP.

The U.S. military believed Ahmadi was an ISIS-K militant filling 
his car with boxes of  explosives, but he was actually loading 
water containers, footage obtained by The Times showed. U.S. 
Gen. Mark Milley, head of  the Joint Chiefs of  Staff, initially 
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called the attack a “righteous strike.”

Weeks later, the U.S. acknowledged that the strike had killed 
civilians, including Ahmadi and his family. But Gen. Kenneth 
McKenzie, head of  of  U.S. Central Command, said that the 
military learned the casualties were civilians within hours of  the 
strike.
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Pentagon Official Says He Resigned Because US 
Cybersecurity Is No Match for China

12 Oct 2021 | Business Insider | By Bill Bostock
A senior cybersecurity official at the Pentagon said he quit 
because he thought it was impossible for the US to compete 
with China on AI.
Nicolas Chaillan joined the U.S. Air Force as its first chief  
software officer in August 2018. He worked to equip it and the 
Pentagon with the most secure and advanced software available.
But Chaillan quit on September 2. In his departing LinkedIn 
post, he cited the Pentagon’s reluctance to make cybersecurity 
and AI a priority as a reason for his resignation.
Speaking to the Financial Times in his first interview since 
leaving, Chaillan said China was far ahead of  the US.  “We have 
no competing fighting chance against China in fifteen to twenty 
years. Right now, it’s already a done deal; it is already over in my 
opinion,” he said.
Chaillan went on to say that the AI capabilities and cyber defenses 
of  some government departments were at “kindergarten level,” 
the FT said.
A number of  US departments have been subject to hacking 
attempts and ransomware attacks in recent years.

In April 2020, the US Treasury, Department of  Homeland 
Security, State Department, and Department of  Defense were 
compromised in the SolarWinds hack. Hackers were able to spy 
on the digital activities of  staff  and access some of  their emails.
Chaillan also told the FT that US national security was being 
compromised by Google’s refusal to work with the Pentagon 
on AI.
Google stopped working with the Pentagon in 2018 after 
12 employees quit over a project where Google helped the 
Pentagon make software that could improve the accuracy of  
drone strikes.
In China, Chaillan said, private cyber and AI companies were at 
Beijing’s beck and call.
China is aiming to becoming the leading AI superpower by 2030, 
and a March report from the National Security Commission on 
Artificial Intelligence said the US was “not prepared to defend 
the United States in the coming artificial intelligence (AI) era.”
Chaillan said it didn’t matter whether the US spent three times 
as much as China on defense because it was being allocated to 
the wrong areas, the FT reported.
In the LinkedIn post announcing his departure, Chaillan said 
he was frustrated with the Pentagon’s reluctance to commit to 
cybersecurity.  “I am just tired of  continuously chasing support 
and money to do my job. My office still has no billet and no 
funding, this year and the next,” he wrote.
Chaillan told the FT that he planned to testify to Congress 
about the threat posed by China.
The Pentagon did not immediately respond to Insider’s request 
for comment.

Nicolas Chaillan. (U.S. Air Force)

Safe Travels —What to know about Medicare when 
traveling abroad:

In general, Medicare will not pay for health care services or supplies if  you travel 
outside the United States.  Please go to the following website to see Medicare 
Traveling Rules:

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?
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Army Hopes Identifying Suicide ‘Red Flags’ Earlier 
Will Finally Ease Crisis

Patrice Sullivan helps to remove 5,000 small U.S. flags 
representing suicides of  active and veteran members of  the 
military at the National Mall, Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018. (AP 
Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)

12 Oct 2021 | Military.com | By Steve Beynon

Army leaders are pleading with the rank and file to be more 
attuned to signs, or so-called “red flags,” of  impending mental 
health breakdowns among fellow soldiers that could lead to 
suicide attempts.

It’s the latest thinking by the service as it faces a crisis of  soldiers 
taking their own lives, with little evidence years of  previous 
efforts are having an effect. Suicides rose by 15% in 2020 within 
the U.S. military, according to a report released by the Pentagon 
in October that Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin described as 
“troubling.”

The bulk of  suicides are tied to poor finances or failed 
relationships, so checking for warning signs could mean staying 
connected to a soldier’s family life, or making sure they’re 
paying their bills on time, Sergeant Major of  the Army Michael 
Grinston said Tuesday during the annual Association of  the 
United States Army conference.

“We have to go as far upstream as we can,” Grinston said. “We 
have to recognize someone’s struggling with something and get 
them the help they need.”

The Army saw 175 suicides in 2020, a rate of  36.4 per 100,000, 
up from 30.7 per 100,000 in 2019. Of  those, 42 were Reserve 
soldiers and 103 were Army Guardsmen.

Grinston, the top enlisted leader for the service, told reporters 
that suicide prevention has mostly been reactionary and often 
comes too late.

Instead of  the force introducing yet another prevention program 
or mandatory training, he said, the focus should be on frequently 
checking in with soldiers and identifying life struggles early.

The idea is to catch life issues early, so they don’t have a chance 
to snowball, according to Grinston.

The effort also needs to go beyond behavioral health, he 
said. The Army approach should involve general quality-of-
life upgrades and setting soldiers up to make better financial 
decisions and be better partners in relationships.

Money problems often are a factor in suicide attempts, so 
financial literacy courses are being added to noncommissioned 
officer academies for all ranks. Grinston noted that the 2nd 
Infantry Division in South Korea launched life skills courses, 
such as how to handle a breakup, for newly arriving soldiers.

The National Guard and Reserve face their own unique 
challenges with suicide.

“Last week, we had two suicides, and possibly more,” Command 

Sergeant Major John Sampa, the top enlisted leader for the 
Army National Guard, told Military.com in an interview. “Some 
other deaths are still being investigated.”

Sampa said it’s important for Guard leaders to be aware of  
soldiers’ personal lives and be able to intervene at the first 
sign of  trouble -- most notably a slipping financial status. But 
Guard leaders may struggle to stay connected to soldiers who 
aren’t on active duty, he said.

“As Guard leaders, we don’t see our soldiers all the time, and 
for us to identify those soldiers who really need help is hard,” 
Sampa said. “They can clearly mask what’s going on sometimes.”

Access to resources such as mental health providers can be 
confusing for those troops, who serve two to four days a 
month on average and don’t live on a base that might have 
those resources.

Guardsmen also are not entitled to free health care, which Gen. 
Daniel Hokanson, the chief  of  the National Guard Bureau, has 
been lobbying Congress to change.

Command Sergeant Major Andrew Lombardo, the top enlisted 
leader for the Army Reserve, told reporters Tuesday that 
commanders have started bringing soldiers on duty to help a 
fellow service member in crisis get behavioral health care and 
other support. Putting a soldier on payroll can make it easier to 
take off  civilian work to respond.

See ‘Red Flags’— continued on page 20
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For 112-Year-Old Veteran’s Daughter, Care Is a 
Labor of Love

In this Sept. 12, 2019 file photo, World War II veteran Lawrence 
Brooks sports a lipstick kiss on his cheek, planted by a member 
of  the singing group Victory Belles, as he celebrates his 110th 
birthday at the National World War II Museum in New Orleans. 
(AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)

31 Oct 2021 | Associated Press | By LEAH WILLINGHAM

Vanessa Brooks was gentle as she held the face of  her 112-year-
old father in her hands.

She patted the shaving cream carefully on his cheeks and along 
his jaw before sliding the razor across his face to make a clean 
strip.

Lawrence Brooks sat quietly in his big armchair in their double 
shotgun house, a New Orleans Saints blanket draped over the 
back. The oldest living U.S. veteran’s arms were clasped together 
in his lap and his eyes were closed. Around him were banners 
from the National World War II Museum and the Veterans 
Affairs hospital celebrating past birthdays. A portrait of  him in 
his Army uniform, three-quarters of  a century old, sat on the 
dresser.

“I want him to be comfortable, happy and himself,” Vanessa, 
61, had said the day before, lying on the couch for a break in 
between feeding him and giving him therapy for his swelling 
legs. “If  I can keep him in his right state of  mind until God calls 
him home, that’s my intent.”

For the past 13 years, she has been her father’s primary caregiver, 
providing round-the-clock attention. It’s a full-time job, one 
she’s tried to balance with her work as a neighborhood security 
patrol officer — the job that pays the bills. But as her father has 
aged, that balancing act has become trickier.

The centenarian Brooks is still mentally sharp — he can tell 
decades-old stories of  his childhood in Louisiana and rural 
Mississippi, of  being drafted to join WWII. But his body is 
weak. Brooks’ hearing is becoming more limited, he has lost 
his sight in one eye, and his vision is fading in the other. Several 
hospitalizations in the past year have been taxing physically and 
emotionally.

Each day, Vanessa starts early, bringing him medications, cleaning 
him and his space, loading his wheelchair onto the electric lift 
when he has doctor’s appointments.

“Taking care of  him, it’s sun up to sundown,” she said.

Brooks recently qualified for a program that will allow a VA 
home-health care aide come to their house during the day to 
help Vanessa. But she said there are a lot of  personal care needs 
that he only feels comfortable with her attending to, keeping 
most of  the responsibility on her.

In late September, Vanessa took indefinite leave from her job 
of  nine years. Too young to begin collecting Social Security, she 
knows the loss of  income will take a toll. But she considers 
caring for her father the most important job in the world.

“I don’t work; I don’t get paid — bottom line,” she said. 
“Basically, I just made that sacrifice. I just stepped out on faith 
and decided to do what I felt in my heart that I need to do, and 
that’s stay here and take care of  my dad.”

A concerned friend set up a GoFundMe page to help support 
Vanessa and her dad while she cares for him at home.

The Brooks family isn’t alone in trying to juggle priorities. One 
in five full-time workers in the U.S. is a caregiver, according to 
a Rosalynn Carter Institute for Caregivers survey released last 
month. About 45% of  family caregivers who are employed full 
time said they had to go part time at some point and roughly 
two in 10 said they had to quit their jobs altogether.

“It’s a very common story, and the people who are affected 
the most are those people who are in low wage, hourly wage 
jobs,” said Howard Gleckman, a retirement policy expert with 
the Urban Institute think tank.

A year ago, Vanessa shifted to part time. She had been working 
patrol shifts from 3 to 11 p.m. and contracted with an agency 
for an aide to care for the elder Brooks while she worked. But 
with a shortage of  health care workers during the pandemic, 
the help was inconsistent.

She found herself  increasingly exhausted and having to take 
more and more time off  work to meet her dad’s needs.

See Labor of Love— continued on page 20
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Leadership Hasn’t Done Enough to Protect 
Patients at the VA, Watchdog Says

VA Eastern Oklahoma 
Health Care System. 
(VA.gov)

27 Oct 2021 | Military.com | By Patricia Kime
Last summer, a veteran in Las Vegas died by suicide two hours 
after he was discharged from a Department of  Veterans Affairs 
inpatient mental health facility, despite having told a family member 
while he was hospitalized that maybe he “should just die.”
An investigation found that the facility failed to address the 
patient’s complaints and didn’t flag him as high risk.
Furthermore, the facility didn’t fully examine the circumstances 
that led to the death and never listed it as a “sentinel event” -- 
in effect, hiding the death from scrutiny up the leadership chain, 
according to the VA’s Office of  Inspector General.
In the past five years, the Veterans Health Administration has 
grappled with several high-profile patient safety issues, including 
the murder of  seven veterans at a Clarksburg, West Virginia, VA 
hospital; an alcoholic pathologist who went unchallenged on his 
job, resulting in 3,000 diagnostic errors; and a VA gynecologist who 
made graphic and lewd comments to patients while conducting 
pelvic examinations.
While these cases center on errors or malfeasance by individuals, 
they demonstrate a systemic failure of  leadership and indicate 
a need to accelerate the VA’s efforts to overhaul its health care 
culture, according to the top watchdogs for the VA and the federal 
government.
Dr. Julie Kroviak, deputy assistant inspector general for health 
care inspections in the VA’s Office of  the Inspector General, 
told members of  the House Veterans Affairs Subcommittee on 
Health on Wednesday that while the department has undertaken 
initiatives to improve its reliability, the effort is still in its infancy 
and mistakes continue.
“OIG oversight work has shown that these missed opportunities 
were nearly always due in large part to the actions and, even 
more often, inactions, of  leaders,” Kroviak said. “Changes to 
[Veterans Health Affairs’] patient safety approaches are necessary 
and overdue, but impossible without the dedication of  strong 
leaders who recognize that a cultural transformation is required to 
support meaningful and sustainable change.”
Sharon Silas, director of  the health care team at the Government 
Accountability Office, noted that VA health care, which has been 
on the GAO’s “high-risk list” since 2015 -- a designation that 
means the department requires transformation or is vulnerable 
to waste, fraud, abuse or mismanagement -- has failed on several 
accounts to improve its standing.
Silas noted that the VA lacks the capacity, including personnel 
and resources, to effectively institute changes to reduce risk to 
patients; has not developed a comprehensive plan to improve 
performance; and has failed to demonstrate progress.
She added that the VA also lacks leadership commitment across 
the board -- a lapse most notable in its failure to name a permanent 
head of  the Veterans Health Administration, a position that has 

not had a Senate-
confirmed leader for nearly five years.
“The number and repetition of  recommendations we have 
made to address deficiencies in oversight and accountability are 
symptomatic of  deeper issues underlying these efforts to oversee 
[VA’s] delivery at health care,” Silas said.
VA officials noted that the department has undertaken steps to 
improve the entire health system.
They say the department has introduced and will expand its 
“high reliability” patient training initiative to improve treatment 
and care. It has reorganized the Veterans Health Administration’s 
headquarters to better support medical centers. And it has revised 
its action plan to address shortcomings identified by the GAO 
this year.
“In our ongoing efforts to identify which processes work and 
which do not, VA continues to examine how our [medical 
centers] are designed and functioning and how processes can 
be configured to function in a manner that ensures the highest-
quality and safest care possible,” said Renee Oshinski, assistant 
health under secretary for operations.
Lawmakers expressed skepticism over the VA officials’ pledges 
that a culture change is underway.
Subcommittee Chairwoman Rep. Julia Brownley, D-Calif., began 
the hearing noting that the Veterans Health Administration 
“needed to change.”
“The tone of  the testimony seems to be one of  defensiveness, 
not an organization that has taken a hard look at itself  and 
embraced the kind of  humility and individual accountability it is 
seeking from its frontline employees,” Brownley said.
“The testimony is quite frankly damning,” said Michigan Rep. 
Jack Bergman, the top Republican on the subcommittee. “I have 
said before that many of  VA’s problems are the result of  lapses 
of  leadership. This is as true today as it ever was.”
Subcommittee members urged VA Secretary Denis McDonough 
to fix what Kroviak called a “broken culture” at the VA and 
promised additional oversight in the coming months on patient 
safety and the under secretary search.
VA officials pledged that the work is underway.
“One bad outcome is too many,” Oshinskii said. 
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“When I’m driving, I can’t really go out tired and exhausted, 
either, because I can injure myself  or someone else,” she said. 
“I felt like I was in a tug of  war.”

Even with an aide from the VA coming to help care for her 
father, she doesn’t think she can go back to work anytime soon.

A VA stipend program covers caregivers only for veterans who 
are suffering from service-related injuries.

Lawrence Brooks, who was in the mostly-Black 91st Engineer 
General Service Regiment, never had a combat job, a legacy 
of  racist policies that relegated many Black soldiers to service-
oriented jobs in the then-segregated U.S. Army. Brooks was a 
caretaker for three white officers in Australia and was discharged 
in August 1945 as a private first class. When he left the service, 
he worked as a forklift driver before retiring in his 60s.

In May of  this year, he had surgery, which required Vanessa to 
take time off  to stay with him in the hospital. Then, two and 
a half  months ago, her father had a fall. A doctor said he was 
suffering from a kidney infection.

She spent the past week caring for him after he was transferred 
to the VA hospital intensive care unit. The doctors said fluid 
had built up in his lungs, and his kidneys were again at risk.

When she’s tried to go back to work recently, her father became 
depressed and started regressing. He did not want to eat or 
drink water, she said. He is in his best health when she is able 
to stay home with him.

“That’s what makes him happy, and that’s what keeps him 
living,” she said. “It’s like, I am his lifeline. When I’m not 
around, he’s sad, he’s depressed, he falls into delirium.”

She said she and her father enjoy going out for chocolate frozen 
yogurt, watching television — especially sports, like wrestling 
and football — and playing solitaire.

He loves sitting on their porch directly in the sun. People from 
the neighborhood, who all know him by name, will wave and 
leave little treats for him.

“I just want him to have a good life,” Vanessa said. “He worked 
hard. He took care of  our family. Now, I take care of  him.”

“That’s the immediate action we’re taking now,” Lombardo 
said. “Commands can make that decision to save a life.”

A Brown University study published in June found the number 
of  troops and veterans who have died from suicide over the 
past 20 years -- 30,177 in total -- is more than four times the 
number killed in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.

The Army knows who is committing suicide, James Helis, 
director of  the Army Resilience Directorate, told reporters at 
the Army conference Monday.

“These are typically soldiers that are between E-3 and E-6, 
in their 20s, combat arms, male and have access to privately 
owned firearms,” Helis said.

The Defense Department’s recent annual report found that 
troops who commit suicide often are in struggling relationships 
or have troubled finances and disciplinary issues.

But Helis said there are a lot of  unanswered questions the 
Army is still studying, such as why troops in combat arms are 
especially vulnerable.

While post-traumatic stress disorder from overseas deployments 
is a serious concern in the force, mental trauma from time in 
combat factors in a minority of  suicides. Helis said the bulk of  
suicides were among soldiers who never deployed to a combat 
zone.

“Is there something we’re not seeing that can help us focus 
our prevention efforts?” he asked. “We expect to have some 
answers to that next calendar year.”

Labor of Love— continued from page 18 ‘Red Flags’ — continued from page 17
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 Cost QTY. Amount

                         Rooms - Check one:          King bed         2 beds                                                                   $172.00 per night

JWV National Convention Raffle Tickets $5 each or 
3 for $10

                                                                                                           Total:
 One night’s stay and raffle tickets must be paid when registering.One night’s stay and raffle tickets must be paid when registering.
                                                                                                                            Amount paying now: 

I am paying by:        Check             American Express         Visa             Mastercard            Discover

Card No.                                                                             Exp.            /

 Signature                                                                                             

JWV Member Name: ____________________________________________________ Post #: _______________  

Address: ________________________________________________________     Dept.: _______________

City: ________________________________________     State: ____________   Zipcode: _______________

Phone: __________________________________    Email: ________________________________________

Room will be shared with: _______________________________________________

Arriving on: ________/_________      Departing on: ________/__________    Total nights: ___________

 I need a Handicap room.

Meetings will 
begin on 
Thursday 
afternoon 

and conclude 
on Saturday 
afternoon.  

Policy Committee
(Thursday)

NEC Committee
(Friday)

* Days for other 
meetings TBD 

Museum:
NMAJMH        

Board 
of Directors 
(Saturday)

Workshop:
Legislative 
Advocacy

Last date to 
Register is 

December 20.
Sign and mail this completed form, 

along with your payment to:

This year’s NEC meeting will be held at the 
Embassy Suites by Hilton Orlando Airport
5835 T G Lee Blvd, Orlando, FL 32822

Hotel Reservations must 
be made through JWV. 
You can register online at 
www.jwv.org or you can fill 
out this form and send it 
along with your payment to 
the address listed below.

Attn: NEC 
Jewish War Veterans  
1811 R Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20009  Jewish War Veterans 

of the United States of America

Room cost is $172.00 per night and includes: Room taxes /
Breakfast Daily / Manager’s Reception Every Evening / Free 
Parking / Free Transportation to and from the Airport

National Executive Committee 
January 27-30, 2022
Orlando, Florida

JWV Annual 
Event
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VA Extends Disability Deadline for Gulf War Vets
Kuwaiti military 
personnel and 
d i g n i t a r i e s 
celebrate the 
20th anniversary 
of  the liberation 
of  Qaruh Island, 
Kuwait, Jan. 
25. Qaruh was 
liberated by U.S. 
and Kuwaiti 
forces on Jan. 24, 
1991, and was the first territory to be restored to Kuwaiti sovereignty 
from Iraqi occupation during the Gulf  War. (U.S. Navy Photo by Petty 
Officer 1st Class Elisandro Diaz)

28 Oct 2021 | Military.com | By Jim Absher

The Department of  Veterans Affairs has extended the time 
limit for Gulf  War veterans to claim presumptive disability for 
certain chronic illnesses related to their military service.

The illnesses, commonly referred to as “Gulf  War Syndrome,” 
are considered “presumptive” by the VA, meaning veterans 
claiming a disability related to them are not required to prove 
they were caused by military service. 

While there is no time limit for claiming disability benefits from 
the VA in normal circumstances, some presumptive conditions 
do come with time restrictions.

According to the Disabled Veterans Of  America (DAV) Gulf  
War Syndrome affects approximately 200,000 veterans of  the 
650,000 service members who served in operations Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm.

To qualify as disabling, a covered illness must have caused illness 
or symptoms in the veteran for at least six months and:

• Occurred during service in the Southwest Asia theater of  
military operations from Aug. 2, 1990, to the present. This also 
includes Operation Iraqi Freedom (2003-2010) and Operation 
New Dawn (2010-2011), or;.

• Been diagnosed as at least 10% disabling by the VA after 
service.

Originally the VA was scheduled to stop awarding benefits to 
new Gulf  War veterans with a related disability diagnosis that 
was given after Dec. 31, 2021. However, the VA has extended 
that cutoff  date to Dec. 31, 2026.

In a Sept. 14, 2021, Federal Register posting, the VA gives two 
major reasons for this change:

1. As yet, no end date for the Persian Gulf  War has been 
established;

2. Medical evidence is still unclear as to how long illnesses caused 
by Persian Gulf  service take to show up in affected veterans.

Normally, for a disability or illness to be considered “service-
connected” by the VA it must have either occurred, or been 
diagnosed while the member was in the service. However, the 
group of  illnesses covered by this ruling may develop after 
leaving the service, even if  there were no symptoms while on 
active duty.

This is similar many Vietnam veterans seeing new health 
conditions related to Agent Orange exposure decades after 
the fact. It took years before researchers could connect those 
illnesses to military exposure.  

Related: US Ending Combat Role in Iraq By Year’s End

According to the VA, Gulf  War Syndrome can manifest itself  
in various ways in affected veterans. The VA currently lists the 
following illnesses as related to Gulf  War service:

• Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome -- a 
condition of  long-term and severe fatigue that is not directly 
caused by other conditions.

• Fibromyalgia -- a condition characterized by widespread 
muscle pain. Other symptoms may include insomnia, morning 
stiffness, headache and memory problems.

• Functional gastrointestinal disorders -- a group of  conditions 
marked by chronic or recurrent symptoms related to any part 
of  the gastrointestinal tract. Functional condition refers to an 
abnormal function of  an organ, without a structural alteration 
in the tissues. Examples include irritable bowel syndrome (IBS), 
functional dyspepsia and functional abdominal pain syndrome.

• Undiagnosed illnesses with symptoms that may include but 
are not limited to: abnormal weight loss, fatigue, cardiovascular 
disease, muscle and joint pain, headache, menstrual disorders, 
neurological and psychological problems, skin conditions, 
respiratory disorders and sleep disturbances.

If  you have any of  these, or other, unexplained illnesses and 
served in the Gulf  War, or related area, contact the VA for a 
medical exam to see whether you may be eligible for free health 
care or disability benefits related to your service.
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Colin Powell RIP, and Forever Hold the Sauerkraut

Gen. Colin Powell, chairman of  the Joint Chiefs 
of  Staff, testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
Sept. 27, 1991 before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee which is holding hearings on his 
nomination to be reappointed. (AP Photo/John 
Duricka)

18 Oct 2021 | Military.com | By Richard Sisk
The opinions expressed in this op-ed are those of  the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of  Military.com. 
Back in February 2013, Colin Powell was at the State Department to 
preside over the official unveiling of  the portrait commemorating 
his time as secretary of  state.
But, first, the retired general and former Joint Chiefs chairman 
wanted to talk about hot dogs.
“I’m a New York guy,” said Powell, who grew up on curving 
“Banana Kelly” Street in the South Bronx. “Whenever I go back 
to New York, I love walking up one of  the great avenues, usually 
Park, and admiring the buildings and see[ing] all of  humanity 
going by.
“And I always stop at one of  the numbered cross streets to buy a 
hot dog from the hot-dog peddler, one of  those New York dirty-
water dogs that so many of  you are familiar with,” he continued. 
“But it has to have the mustard, the Sabrett mustard, and the red-
onion relish. That’s what makes a New York hot dog. And I do it 
all the time. And not too long ago, I was walking up Park Avenue. 
And I was going to follow my traditional pattern of  going over to 
the hot-dog peddler ...”
But the vendor wouldn’t take his money.
He was an immigrant, now a citizen, and he knew that Powell’s 
parents were immigrants from Jamaica. Powell said the guy told 
him, “You can’t pay me. I’ve already been paid. America has paid 
me. I’m here.”
Powell was told by a bystander at the State Department event that 
he had it all wrong: A New York City dog minus the sauerkraut 
ain’t a real city dog, they opined. But he was firm on the relish -- 
the kraut was out, at least for him. And then he cracked up.
Giving a discourse on hot dogs at a formal State Department event 
was typical of  Powell, who mixed an innate sense of  fierce pride 
with a sometimes self-deprecating attitude that communicated an 
air of  accessibility, despite the high positions he held.
He could admit mistakes, although that might take a while, as 
he did about being wrong on the presence of  weapons of  mass 
destruction in Iraq. And he didn’t hold a grudge, although that 
also might take a while.
Powell famously had a blowup with Hillary Clinton over her emails 
but went on to support her for president over Donald Trump.
He also had practical sense in his makeup, an ability to see where 
others wanted to go or could be convinced to go, that made him 
a leader despite his admittedly “C” average at City College in New 
York.
Powell carried that common sense with him through two tours in 
Vietnam, the rebuilding of  the Army after the war, and his rise to 
chairman of  the Joint Chiefs. He was the first person to hold that 
position to come from the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps, or 
ROTC, as opposed to the “ring knockers” of  West Point or the 

other service academies.
He was a car nut, rebuilding old models, and always wanted to be 
at the wheel -- to the dismay of  his drivers when he was the top 
uniformed officer in the military.
He loved telling the story of  ordering his driver into the back and 
driving up to the gate himself  on a trip to the CIA. As related by 
Powell, the flabbergasted guard at Langley could be overheard 
telling a buddy: “I don’t know who that guy in the back is, but he 
must be somebody really big. Colin Powell’s his driver.”
Powell brought to the positions he held a sense of  the limitations 
of  power and his ability to control events, and he spoke to those 
limitations on the way to address the Harvard Business School in 
June 1993.
The military at the time still had a ban on LGBTQ Americans 
serving in the ranks, and there was concern that Harvard, 
which was a hotbed of  anti-war protest during Vietnam, might 
be confrontational about Powell’s appearance. But the future 
masters of  the universe at the Business School gave him a rousing 
welcome.
Somebody in a scrum of  reporters, looking for a superlative out 
of  Powell, asked his opinion on the best or worst thing about 
being Joint Chiefs chairman.
Powell said the worst thing was knowing that right then somebody, 
somewhere, in the chain of  command was doing something so 
stupid -- something that might even start a war -- that it defied 
belief, “and there’s not a damn thing I can do about it.”
In November 2015, Powell was back at Harvard, this time for a 
panel discussion at the Law School, where he spoke about his 13 
rules for great leadership. One of  the rules was, “It ain’t as bad as 
it looks. It will look better in the morning.”
Powell added a caveat: Sometimes, it’s worse in the morning, but 
you have to stay positive despite the mess. “You have to keep 
your team up,” he said.



Gulf War Registry Health Exam 
for Veterans

VA’s Gulf  War Registry Health Exam alerts Veterans to possible long-
term health problems that may be related to environmental exposures 
during their military service. The registry data helps VA understand and 
respond to these health problems more effectively.

Contact your local VA Environmental Health coordinator about getting 
a Gulf  War registry health exam: 

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/coordinators.asp 

About the Gulf War Registry health exam
This comprehensive health exam includes an exposure and medical 
history, laboratory tests, and a physical exam. A VA health professional 
will discuss the results face-to-face with the Veteran and in a follow-up 

letter.

Important points about registry 
health exams
• Free to eligible Veterans and no co-payment

• Not a disability compensation exam or 
required for other VA benefits

• Enrollment in VA’s health care system not 
necessary

• Based on Veterans’ recollection of  service, not on their military 
records

• Veterans can receive additional registry exams if  new problems 
develop

• Veterans’ family members are not eligible for registry exams

Eligibility for Gulf War Registry health exam
Veterans who served in the Gulf  during Operation Desert Shield, 
Operation Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, or Operation New 
Dawn are eligible for the Gulf  War Registry exam.

You do not need to be enrolled in VA health care to take part.

Burn Pit Registry
Veterans who are eligible for the Gulf  War Registry may also join 
the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry, which includes 
additional data related to airborne hazards.

Check your eligibility and sign up through an online questionnaire:

https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/
home

Interested in disability compensation?
The registry evaluation is separate from VA’s disability compensation 
process.

Veterans who want to be considered for disability compensation for 
health problems related to Gulf  War service must file a claim for 
disability compensation:  https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/
homepage

During the claims process, VA will set up a separate exam for 
compensation if  necessary.

2021 marks JWV’s 125th anniversary.  We are celebrating 
JWV every day this year with the #JWV125.  Follow us 
on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for fun facts about 
JWV history.
To celebrate this milestone, order the 125th Anniversary 
commemorative pin! The pins are $5 each and a minimum 
of  5 pins per order is required. Post Commanders please 
consolidate your requests and e-mail or call Ben Kane at 
National: bkane@jwv.org; 202-448-5410.

JWV Celebrates 125 Years

Read The Jewish Veteran

Click on the picture above to read the latest issue of  the 
JWV online National newspaper — The Jewish Veteran.
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