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COMMANDER’S     COMMANDER’S     
                      CORNERCORNER

“THESE are the times that try men’s souls. The summer 
soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from 
the service of  their country; but he that stands by it now, 
deserves the love and thanks of  man and woman. Tyranny, 
like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation 
with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the 
triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it 
is dearness only that gives everything its value. Heaven knows 
how to put a proper price upon its goods; and it would be 
strange indeed if  so celestial an article as FREEDOM should 
not be highly rated.”  Taken from “The Crisis” by Thomas 
Paine, December 23, 1776.
Those words seem appropriate today – we are facing an 
enemy that is invisible but poses a threat to our life, liberty, 
and freedom no less that that of  the British in 1776.  We are 
forced to deal with difficulties and a threat that are real and 
deadly.  
I hope everyone is coping and remains safe and healthy.  This 
threat will be with us for some time to come and we will have 
to endure our own difficulties to get through it.  
If  you, or any fellow member of  JWV is affected by the 
Covid-19 outbreak, please let me know so JWV can reach out 
to render assistance.
As I am sure you know, the Federal restrictions regarding 
travel and gathering, are remaining in place at least until April 
30th.  Therefore, we will not be able to hold our traditional 
Post meeting.  We will however have a meeting.  It will be 
by tele-conference and will take place at the usual date and 
time – Sunday April 19th at 10 am.  Sorry, but you will have to 
provide your own breakfast.
Please see the notices posted throughout this month’s 
Connections Newsletter for details on how to join the meeting, 
either by telephone or videoconference. In the meantime, let 
me know if  you have any agenda items for the meeting.
I will conclude with another quote from “The Crisis”:  “If  
there must be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child may 
have peace;”  Our Nation will defeat this virus, America will 
once again return to normal and thrive, and future generations 
will have a vaccine to protect from this scourge.
Stay safe and healthy,
Larry Jasper

Coping with the Stress of
Social Distancing
Social distancing recommendations by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention are now in place across the 
nation in response to COVID-19. It’s understandable that 
during this time, people may experience increased anxiety and 
stress levels as they limit social interactions and spend long 
stretches of  time at home. The Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration or SAMHSA recently issued 
a tip sheet with advice and resources to support behavioral 
health during periods of  social distancing or quarantine that 
result from a disease outbreak.

Ways to Cope
1. Limit COVID-19 media consumption: Avoid 24/7 
watching of  news programming for updates on COVID-19 
because it may lead to increased anxiety.
2. Find credible news sources: Constant media reporting 
during a public health crisis may create impressions of  
increased risk and danger to people. Look to credible sources 
issuing guidelines and recommendations, such as the CDC 
and World Health Organization, which often serve as the 
primary source for media outlets. Sign up for emergency 
alerts through local governments.
3. Use technology to connect with others: Talking with 
loved ones while in isolation can help reduce levels of  anxiety 
and boredom. In today’s digital age, there are a variety of  
ways to stay in contact with people, including phone, email, 
text, and social media. Video calling platforms allow face-to-
face interactions from the comfort of  your home. Playing 
online games with friends and family can also offer an 
engaging way to feel connected.
4. Practice self-care: Physical health can play a role in 
mental health. Take time to relax by stretching, practicing 
deep-breathing exercises, or meditating. Enjoy fun activities. 
Keep a journal listing the positive things in life.
Anxiety and fear over personal health or the health of  
loved ones are typical reactions to a global pandemic. Other 
feelings can include anger, frustration, and boredom over 
the uncertainty of  when life will return to “normal.” Be 
aware that in situations of  high stress and loneliness, some 
people may experience symptoms of  depression or post-
traumatic stress disorder. Anyone experiencing a concerning 
or significant level of  anxiety or stress, or if  any of  these 
symptoms last for two or more weeks, should call a health 
care provider or behavioral health professional.
For more information, including a helpful list of  resources 
and hotlines, refer to SAHMSA’s four-page publication, Tips 
for Social Distancing, Quarantine, and Isolation During an 
Infectious Disease Outbreak at the following link:  

https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/tips-
social-distancing-quarantine-isolation-031620.pdf



(U.S. Army National 
Guard/Staff  Sgt. Brian 
A. Barbour)

6 Deadly Bioweapons the US Army 
Has Fought Since 1969

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell

Few things are more frightening as a weapon than infectious 
diseases. The idea of  a creeping, invisible death that will 
probably make you bleed from places you’d rather not is much 
worse than the idea of  getting shot.

In this veteran’s opinion, anyway.

In any case, it’s a good thing the U.S. Army has its Medical 
Research Institute of  Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID) to 
counteract the development or weaponization of  superbugs 
and viruses for use against the United States.

Since the 1960s, USAMRIID has been on the front lines of  
disease research and testing in order to keep the communists, 
terrorists, Mother Nature or anyone else from using biological 
weapons against America and its allies.

It’s one of  the only places in America that can handle Biosafety 
Level 4 viruses, the highest levels of  safety containment for 
some of  the world’s deadliest diseases and toxins.

Here are just a few of  the menaces USAMRIID is helping to 
nip in the bud before they get out of  hand -- or into the wrong 
hands.

1. Q-Fever
In the 1950s, the precursor to USAMRIID, the Army Medical 
Unit, conducted tests on human volunteers to determine 
the cause of  Q-Fever, an aggressive pneumonia first seen in 
Australian slaughterhouses. It was believed the agent could be 
used as a biological weapon. Long story short, they were right. 
Only instead of  fighting it, they weaponized it.

The United States created more than 5,000 gallons of  Q-Fever 
because it was easily disbursed, could survive up to 60 days on 
some surfaces, and requires only one bacilli to infect someone. 
The cache was destroyed after the U.S. signed the U.N. Biological 
Weapons Convention of  1972.

2. Botulism
During the first Gulf  War, Saddam Hussein’s Iraq was known 
to have produced more than 19,000 gallons of  botulinum toxin. 
The threat against American troops in Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm was very real. It was up to USAMRIID to 
protect allied forces in case Saddam used the weapon against 
coalition troops. Iraq had an estimated 100 R-400 bombs 
loaded with the toxin.

Botulism is naturally rare, but in a botulism weapon, it can be 
extremely lethal, causing paralysis, death and long-term hospital 
care for those who survive. Just one gram of  botulinum toxin is 
enough to kill a million people when inhaled.

3. Hantavirus
When the U.S. Army saw 3,000 troops in the Korean War 
suddenly come down with an extremely virulent haemorrhagic 
fever, officials assumed it was a biological weapon. No evidence 
of  a weapon was ever found, but they discovered a family of  
diseases called “Bunyaviridae.”

Hantavirus is the common name for Hantavirus Hemorrhagic 
Fever with Renal Syndrome, a condition with a 50% mortality 
rate. Though no vaccine exists, the researchers at USAMRIID 
recently identified a key receptor that could lead to a treatment.

4. Anthrax
Anthrax is probably No. 1 on the list of  most likely biological 
agents because it’s naturally found in soil, is easily produced and 
lasts for a long, long time once disbursed. It’s odorless, colorless 
and tasteless, meaning it’s bad news as a sneaky weapon of  mass 
destruction.

USAMRIID’s work against anthrax includes an effective, FDA-
approved field test for identifying anthrax as well as an advanced 
vaccine that could protect people from inhalation anthrax, the 
deadliest form of  the disease and the one most likely to be used 
as a biological agent.

5. Marburg Hemorrhagic Fever
Marburg virus is in the same family as the Ebola virus. It’s 
important to note that the Marburg virus is a Class-A bioweapon 
agent, meaning it can be isolated from African fruit bats and 
turned into a weapon. The Soviet Union weaponized Marburg 
virus in an aerosol form and noted its mortality rate could be as 
high as 90 percent.

In 2014, USAMRIID, the CDC and other pharmacological labs 
developed a drug that protected primates and guinea pigs from 
Marburg, preventing it from spreading inside its host.

— Continued on Page 4



Bioweapons (Continued from page 3)

6. Ebola Virus
With a mortality rate as high as 67% and its origin in the 
same virus family as Marburg, Ebola was an ideal virus to be 
weaponized by the Soviet Union, which was able to isolate Ebola 
in much the same way as Marburg Hemorrhagic Fever. Luckily, 
the Soviets never used it.

During the recent Ebola outbreaks in West Africa that saw an 
incredible number of  infections between 2014 and 2016, Army 
researchers helped develop four different multi-drug therapies 
to combat the virus and contain its spread. As of  2019, two of  
those are still under development -- and USAMRIID is one of  
very few labs in the U.S. capable of  handling Ebola research.

Both sides are likely to continue to limit attacks in hopes of  a 
cease fire will take hold in coming weeks. The U.S. and its allies 
are planning training and better equipping Afghan army and 
police while the talks are under way. And the U.S. military says it 
will continue to carry out counter-terrorism operations against 
Islamic State, which has fighters in eastern parts of  the country.

The U.S. could also delay additional withdrawals if  the Oslo talks 
collapse or the Taliban refuses to negotiate in good faith, though 
it’s unclear whether Trump would decide to halt the pullout in 
that case.

“If  the talks fail there is nothing in the agreement that obliges 
the United States to withdraw its troops,” said the official, who 
briefed reporters on the condition of  not being named. “That’s 
not to say that president doesn’t have prerogatives as commander-
in-chief  to make any decision he feels is appropriate.”

Army Veteran Elizabeth Jane Thurness
Army Veteran Elizabeth 
Jane Thurness, who was 
one of  the inspirations for a 
character on the television 
series M*A*S*H.
(Courtesy U. S. Department 
of  Veterans Affairs

After graduating from Ohio State School of  Nursing in 1936, 
Elizabeth Jane Thurness worked as a district nurse for the city 
of  Columbus, Ohio. In March 1941, she enlisted in the Army 
and commissioned as a second lieutenant.
During World War II, Thurness served as a nurse in Iceland, 
England, Germany, France and Austria. She worked in 
both evacuation hospitals and assisted victims rescued from 
concentration camps. One of  Thurness’s final deployment 
destinations in Europe was in Austria, where she nursed 
prisoners from the Nazi concentration camp in Ebensee. After 
World War II, Thurness transferred to Japan to care for those 
injured in the blasts at Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
Upon her return to the United States, Thurness received 
specialized Army training to be a nurse anesthetist. In 1950, that 
training led her to the Korean War, where she deployed as one 
of  13 Army nurses assigned to the First Mobile Army Surgical 
Hospital. During the war, Thurness helped care for 120 severely 
wounded civilians in a makeshift clinic. As a specialized Army 
nurse, Thurness followed the mobile hospitals along the front 
lines that treated wounded soldiers.
In October 1950, she was with the 1st Mobile Army Surgical 
Hospital when it came under attack following its removal from 
Incheon to Busan, South Korea. Thurness was not injured 
during the attack and helped other uninjured nurses with treating 
the newly wounded. After the attack, in November, Thurness 
moved north to the Chinese border to treat wounded soldiers 
from the Battle of  Chosin Reservoir. She remained there until 
the evacuation of  Hungnam in December. For her work during 
the attack and throughout the war, Thurness later received a 
Bronze Star Medal.
After the Korean War, Thurness worked in a military hospital 
at Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, that specialized in treating burn 

victims. She also served 
for two years at a military hospital in Heidelberg, Germany. In 
1957, she received her bachelor’s degree in nursing education 
from the University of  Pittsburgh.
In 1959, Thurness became a nurse at Walter Reed Hospital in 
Bethesda, Maryland. She spent the remainder of  her career 
there teaching doctors and working in anesthesiology. Thurness 
retired from the military in 1965 as a lieutenant colonel.
In popular culture, Thurness is considered to be one of  three 
nurses who inspired the character Margaret “Hot Lips” Houlihan 
on the television series M*A*S*H.

JWV National: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans 

State of Florida: 
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv

Post 373: 
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa



Miami VA Hospital Employees Being Told to 
Wear, Reuse One Surgical Mask Per Week

30 Mar 2020 | Miami Herald | By Ben Conarck

Healthcare workers at the Miami VA hospital are being 
told to reuse one surgical mask for a week at a time starting 
Monday, guidance issued after a federal report on VA hospital 
preparedness for the novel coronavirus pandemic found the 
facility had shortages of  personal protective equipment.

Administration officials at the Miami VA told employees to 
check out a surgical mask and return it at the end of  each 
week in order to receive a new one, according to people 
familiar with operations at the hospital. A spokesperson for the 
facility confirmed the guidance on Sunday but said it applied 
only to employees who are not dealing directly with patients 
suspected of  having COVID-19, the disease caused by the 
novel coronavirus.

Shane Suzuki, the Miami VA spokesperson, said the guidance 
was issued out of  “an abundance of  caution.”

“Staff  who need replacement masks are instructed to contact 
their supervisor,” Suzuki said.

A report by the Veterans Affairs Office of  Inspector General, 
released Thursday, examined all VA facilities for their 
preparedness to combat the highly contagious respiratory 
disease. In Miami, Bruce W. Carter Department of  Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center had “inadequate supplies” of  N95 
masks, air-purifying respirators, gloves, gowns, as well as face 
and eye protection, the report said.  The report also found 
that the facility could improve upon its staff  screening process 
and had inadequate staffing levels for its police and janitorial 
services, though it found no issues with staffing for nurses and 
other practitioners.

Lastly, the VA watchdog hit the Miami facility for having no plans 
in place to share information with community leaders about its 
intensive care unit bed capacity or its supply management for 
personal protective equipment.

Despite the report’s findings, Suzuki said the Miami VA 
healthcare system “has always had enough essential COVID-
related items and supplies to protect patients and staff  in 
accordance with [U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention] guidelines.”  “Additionally, the facility is continually 
monitoring the status of  those items to ensure a robust supply 
chain,” he said.

Multiple people familiar with operations at the Miami facility 
have contacted the Miami Herald to express their concerns. 
One employee, who said he was not authorized to speak to 
the media, told the Herald that the healthcare system director, 

Miami VA Hospital. 
(Department of  Veterans 
Affairs)

Kalautie JangDhari, “continues to thank everyone for their 
efforts and what a good job we are doing” and other executives 
“continue to say we are ready.”

“Staff  do not feel ready and lack confidence that VA is working 
to protect staff,” the employee said.

Suzuki listed numerous steps the Miami VA Healthcare 
System is taking to mitigate the mounting pandemic, including 
restricting all visitation except for end-of-life visits and allowing 
telework for employees who can work from home.

“VA will continue to take all necessary actions to protect our 
healthcare systems and provide care to patients,” he said.  Last 
week, a veteran died at the Miami VA medical center from 
COVID-19. As of  Saturday, the VA was tracking 778 veterans 
who have tested positive for COVID-19, including four in 
Miami, one of  them hospitalized.

Help support the JWV with a 
USAA Visa Credit Card.

Go to JWV.org or USAA.com to apply.



Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) & The VA
What is the VA doing?
VA has implemented an aggressive public health response 
to protect and care for Veterans in the face of  this emerging 
health risk. We are working directly with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and other federal partners to 
monitor the outbreak of  the virus.

VA has administered over 1,524 COVID-19 tests nationwide 
while taking aggressive steps to prevent COVID-19 
transmission.

These measures include outreach to Veterans and staff, clinical 
screening at VA health care facilities, and protective procedures 
for patients admitted to community living centers and spinal 
cord injury units.

What should Veterans do?
Any Veteran with symptoms such as fever, cough or shortness 
of  breath should immediately contact their local VA facility. 
VA urges Veterans to call before visiting – you can find contact 
information for your closest VA facility.

 Alternatively, Veterans can sign into My HealtheVet (https://
www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/home) to send a 
secure message to VA or use telehealth options to explain their 
condition and receive a prompt diagnosis.   Upon arriving at 
VA, all patients will be screened for flu-like symptoms before 
they enter in order to protect other patients and staff. A VA 
health care professional will assist you with next steps once this 
screening process is complete.   At this time, VA is urging all 
visitors who do not feel well to please postpone their visits to 
VA facilities.

VA national cemeteries adjusts operations 
in response to COVID-19

Posted on Monday, March 23, 2020 2:05 pm 
All VA national cemeteries are open and will continue to provide 
interments for Veterans and eligible individuals. However, 
effective March 23 — as part of  the agency’s response to 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) — committal services and the 
rendering of  military funeral honors will discontinue until 
further notice.
Immediate family members (limited to no more than 10 
individuals) of  the deceased may witness the interment if  
requested.
“We are committed to the safety of  our Veterans, their families 
and employees, and have implemented an aggressive public 
health response to COVID-19,” said VA Secretary Robert 
Wilkie. “At the same time, we continue to take steps to provide 

How to protect yourself
Currently, there is no vaccine to prevent the COVID-19 infection 
and no medication to treat it. CDC believes symptoms appear 
2 to 14 days after exposure. Avoid exposure and avoid exposing 
others to an infection with these simple steps.

• Learn to use VA Video Connect through the VA mobile app 
store or by contacting your VA care team, before any urgent 
problems arise.

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds. An easy way to mark the time is to hum the “Happy 
Birthday” song from beginning to end twice while scrubbing.

• Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed 
hands.

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

• Stay home when you are sick or becoming sick.

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue (not your hands) and 
throw the tissue in the trash.

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.

• Getting a flu shot is recommended.

To find a VA facility near you, use the following link:

https://www.va.gov/find-locations?utm_
source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_
campaign=VAntage??

flexibility to Veterans and their loved ones, where possible.”
Families choosing to continue with interment may schedule a 
committal service for a later date. Families wishing to postpone 
an already scheduled interment to a later date should contact the 
cemetery as soon as possible to convey their wishes.
VA national cemeteries remain open to visitors. However, guests 
are strongly urged to obey local travel restrictions and avoid 
unnecessary travel. Certain portions of  a cemetery typically open 
to the public, such as public information centers or chapels, may 
be closed to the public. Contact your local cemetery for updates 
regarding closures.
For more information, contact NCA at 202-891-9987. Veterans 
can call the National Cemetery Scheduling Office at 800-535-
1117 or schedule a burial arrangement online.



VA Workers Sue for Hazardous Duty Pay During Pandemic
Visitors stroll 
through a 
long, glass-
walled corridor 
that connects 
a dozen 
buildings at 
the new Rocky 
M o u n t a i n 
Regional VA 
Medical Center 
in Aurora, CO, 

after a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the hospital on July 21, 2018. 
The $1.7 billion medical center replaces an aging and crowded 
facility in Denver. (AP Photo/Dan Elliott)

30 Mar 2020 | Military.com | By Richard Sisk

The union representing more than 260,000 civil service 
employees at the Department of  Veterans Affairs filed a lawsuit 
Monday, claiming they are owed hazardous duty pay of  25% 
above their typical salaries for working during the coronavirus 
epidemic that has infected more than 770 veterans nationwide.

The suit, by the American Federation of  Government Employees 
filed in the U.S. Court of  Federal Claims in Washington, D.C., 
also included plaintiffs from the Bureau of  Prisons and the 
Department of  Agriculture and said they also were entitled to 
hazardous duty pay under sections of  the U.S. Code.  

In addition, the lawsuit alleged that “there are likely thousands 
of  other federal employees who have been exposed to the 

coronavirus while performing their official duties and are 
entitled to hazard pay pursuant to federal law.”

“It is our hope that the government does right by these employees 
and pays them the hazardous duty pay they’ve earned,” AFGE 
National President Everett Kelley said in a statement announcing 
the filing of  the suit.

There was no immediate response from the VA to the lawsuit. 
As of  Saturday, the VA had reported a total of  more than 770 
confirmed cases of  coronavirus among veterans nationwide and 
at least 16 deaths.

The lawsuit named as a plaintiff  Jason Phillips, a diagnostic 
radiology technologist with the Portland, Oregon, Veterans 
Affairs health care system.  Earlier this month, Phillips was told 
to diagnose a patient, but was not informed that the patient was 
COVID-19 positive, the lawsuit said.  Phillips “was not apprised 
of  the patient’s condition prior to performing the procedure 
on him. With the exception of  gloves, plaintiff  Phillips was not 
provided, nor did he wear, any personal protective equipment,” 
the lawsuit said.

The suit was filed on behalf  of  AFGE by the law firm of  
Kalijarvi, Chuzi, Newman & Fitch in Washington, D.C.  “Federal 
employees are risking their lives and the lives of  their families 
every day when they leave their homes,” Heidi Burakiewicz, a 
partner at the firm, said in a statement.

At the VA, “employees, including janitorial and maintenance 
staff, have also been working for weeks in facilities where there 
have been documented cases of  COVID-19,” Burakiewicz said.

Two Chinese Men Plead Guilty to Photographing US Navy Base

Future U.S. Navy ship USS Billings 
(LCS 15) arrives at Naval Air Station 
Key West's Truman Harbor in 
preparation for her commissioning 
ceremony Aug. 3, 2019. (U.S. Navy/
Mass Communication Specialist 3rd 
Class Arnesia McIntyre)

4 Mar 2020 | By The Associated Press

KEY WEST, Fla. — Two Chinese men pleaded guilty Tuesday 
to illegally taking photographs at a Florida Navy base.

Court records show Jielun Zhang and Yuhao Wang, both 24, 
pleaded guilty in federal court in Key West to a single count of  
illegally photographing a U.S. defense installation.

They could get up to a year in prison and a $100,000 fine. 
Sentencing is set for May 11.

An FBI affidavit says Wang and Zhang drove up to a Key West 
Naval Air Station annex entrance on Jan. 4 and were told by 
a security officer they could not enter the property without 
military identification. But the FBI says the two drove onto 
the base anyway and started taking pictures before they were 
stopped and arrested.

Since 2018, four Chinese nationals have been caught taking 
pictures of  portions of  Key West military bases.

One of  them, Lyuyou Liao, 27, pleaded guilty in February to 
taking photos of  the Navy’s Truman Annex in downtown Key 
West on Dec. 26. He also faces up to a year in prison and fines 
when sentenced in May.



Trump’s IRR Recall Order: What You Need to Know
30 Mar 2020  Military.com | By Jim Absher

You may have heard that President Trump signed an executive 
order Friday, March 27 allowing the military to recall members 
of  the selected reserve and some former service members to 
active duty in support of  the government’s response to the 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.

Read: Trump Authorizes DoD to Bring Reservists and Some 
Former Troops on Active Duty for COVID-19 Response.

While this sounds ominous, the executive order is mainly a 
formality giving the Pentagon the authority to recall reserve 
members as necessary. A federal law (10 U.S. Code § 12302) 
that has been around since 1953 authorizes the president to 
recall up to one million reservists for up to two years in times 
of  national emergency.

The military branches have also started to gauge interest from 
recently separated members on volunteering to return to active 
duty in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Army, for 
example, recently contacted 800,000 retired members asking 
about their willingness to return to active duty and help 
the service fight the pandemic. More than 17,000 retirees, 
representing various specialties, have responded at the time of  
this writing.

Who Will Be The First To Be Recalled?
If  the coronavirus pandemic worsens and requires a major 
military mobilization, an involuntary recall would begin only if  
there aren’t enough active-duty members, selected reserve and 
guard members and volunteers returning to active duty. The 
order of  recall is as follows:

1. Retirees and inactive reservists under 60 who have been off  
active duty for less than five years

2. Retirees and inactive reservists under 60 who have been off  
active duty for five years or more

3. Retirees and inactive reservists, including those retired for 
disability, who are over 60 years old

Again, the needs of  the service are tantamount, and some 
military specialties may have different rules than others. A 
medical officer who has been out of  the military for 15 years 
may be recalled before an aircraft mechanic who separated last 
month.

10 U.S. Code §12302 also says that recall consideration will be 
given to:

1. the length and nature of  previous service, to assure such 
sharing of  exposure to hazards as the national security and 
military requirements will reasonably allow;

2. family responsibilities; and

3. employment necessary to maintain the national health, safety, 
or interest.

New York Army National Guard medics who will be helping 
with information collection at a drive-thru” coronavirus testing 
station in Westchester County, receive instruction on how to 
wear protective clothing from Westchester County health 
sanitarian Stefan Goreau at the New York State Department of  
Health officers in New Rochelle, N.Y. on March 14, 2020. (U.S. 
Air National Guard photo by Major Patrick Cordova)

That means if  you are a health care professional and can do 
society more good as a civilian, you may be exempted from 
recall. Also, if  you have serious family responsibilities you may 
be exempted.

The law may also exempt veterans with some disabilities or 
medical conditions from any involuntary recall. Those with 
less than honorable discharges and certain separation codes 
may also be exempted from involuntary recall.

What Happens If You Are Recalled?
You will most likely get a certified letter from the military 
directing you to an intake center. If  you don’t answer the letter, 
they will send another one to your home of  record. If  you still 
don’t respond, you will be identified as a deserter and possibly 
face legal action.

If  you are recalled, you have the same responsibilities as any 
active-duty member: no drug use, adherence to grooming 
and physical readiness standards, support of  the needs of  the 
military and obedience to the chain of  command.

Even if  you meet those obligations, you won’t be eligible for 
any promotions as a recalled member. Instead, you will be paid 
at your current rank or the rank at which you separated. Your 
retirement pay and any VA disability benefits will also stop for 
the duration of  your revitalized active duty service.



Al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb allegedly had the same fears 
over the outbreak of  plague in its Algerian training camp. It 
was afraid followers would return to their Afghan cells with a 
disease they could neither fight nor contain.

That Time an Al-Qaida Training Camp Was 
Allegedly Wiped Out by Plague

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell

In 2009, the body of  an al-Qaida militant left by a roadside in 
Algeria was supposedly determined to have died of  bubonic 
plague. His body was found in Tizi Ouzou province, 90 miles 
from Algiers.

The discovery led authorities to believe he was from an al-Qaida 
training camp, one that had been working to create a biological 
weapon using the plague.

Using infectious diseases to attack unsuspecting populations 
and sow fear is nothing new. In 1985, a religious group in 
Oregon tried to sway a local election using salmonella. In 1993, 
the religious cult Aum Shinrikyo released anthrax in densely 
populated Tokyo.

Anthrax was also used in the days following the 9/11 attacks 
in an attempt to cause further panic in the United States and 
among its top lawmakers. This time, it was mailed via the U.S. 
Postal Service. The FBI determined that a researcher at the 
U.S. Army’s Medical Research Institute for Infectious Diseases 
was responsible for mailing letters laden with anthrax. Those 
attacks killed at least five people and hospitalized another 17. 
The bureau concluded that the researcher acted alone, but no 
one would have been surprised if  the culprit was a foreign 
terrorist group.

Bioweapons can be an easy way to incite mass panic and can 
spread very far, very quickly.

Unfortunately for terrorists, bioweapons are also notoriously 
hard to control -- as the al-Qaida militants in Algeria allegedly 
discovered.

The disease that wrecked Europe in the Middle Ages, killing 
at least 25 million people, was absolutely devastating to the 
terrorist training camp, according to reports from the Daily 
Mail. The camp, hidden in Algeria’s Yakouren Forest, was 
quickly turned into a mass grave for the 40 terrorists who died 
there. It was subsequently abandoned by the group.

Though the reports were denied by the Algerian government, a 
state security source told the Telegraph that terrorists linked to 
the al-Qaida cell, members of  al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb, 
would not have had the necessary medical resources to combat 
an outbreak.

This is the same reason the leadership of  the Islamic State 
in Afghanistan recently warned its followers against travel to 
Europe and to halt attack operations there, lest they become 
infected with the novel coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Plague under a microscope. (Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention)

Safe Travels —What to 
know about Medicare 

when traveling abroad:

In general, Medicare will not pay for health care 
services or supplies if  you travel outside the United 
States.  Please go to the following website to see 
Medicare Traveling Rules:

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?



This QR Code leads you 
directly to the online JWV 
National Membership 
Application. Open your 
camera app on your 
smartphone as if  to take a 
picture of  it. Your smartphone 
will automatically open the 
Uniform Resource Locator 
(URL) in the web browser. On 
the top of  the screen you will 

see a block that reads, “l.ead.me,” so go ahead and simply tap the 
worded block. Your smartphone will automatically scan the QR 
Code and take you to the Online JWV Membership Application. 
You can fill out the Online Membership Application and forward 
it within minutes to JWV USA. Also consider placing this QR 
code on the back side of  your business card to use to sign up 
new members to your Post.  As an alternative, you can store 
the URL on your phone, which will also take you to the online 
application.  That URL is:   www.jwv.org/online_membership/
users/membership.
Thanks to the JWV USA Professional Career Staff  for helping make 
this process easier.

9 Mar 2020  Military.com | By Gina Harkins

Marines and sailors who put their lives at risk to save their 
comrades during a December terrorist attack on a Florida 
military base will receive awards for heroism and those killed 
or injured in the shooting will also be awarded Purple Hearts, 
Navy announced Monday.

Ensign Joshua Watson, Naval Aircrewmen (Mechanical) 3rd 
Class Mohammed Haitham and Cameron S. Walters, who were 
killed by a Saudi officer who opened fire at Naval Air Station 
Pensacola on Dec. 6, will posthumously be awarded Purple 
Heart medals. Eight others injured in the attack will also receive 
the award, since federal investigators determined the attack was 
an act of  terrorism after the shooter was found to have been 
inspired by jihadi ideology.

“The awards to be presented include the Purple Heart, Secretary 
of  Defense Medal for Valor, Secretary of  Defense Medal for 
the Defense of  Freedom, Navy Distinguished Public Service 
Award, Navy and Marine Corps Medal, Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal, and Life Saving Award,” officials with 
Naval Education and Training Command said in a release.

The ceremony is set for March 16 at 10 a.m. at Pensacola’s 
National Naval Aviation Museum.

Others who shielded colleagues from the gunfire or who 
charged into the chaos unarmed to render lifesaving aid to 
shooting victims will receive heroism awards for their bravery.

The attack has led to a host of  new security protocols for 
international troops training on U.S. military installations.

Twenty-one Saudi troops were kicked out of  the U.S. after they 
were found to have inappropriate materials -- including jihadi 
or anti-American content -- on their computers. The Navy and 
Marine Corps have also restricted base access for all foreign 
troops and their family members. The services have also barred 
them from carrying or purchasing any personal firearms while 
assigned to American military installations.

The troops killed or injured in the attack qualify for the Purple 
Heart because federal investigators determined the shooting to 
be a terrorist attack. The Saudi officer, who was killed by law 
enforcement personnel on the scene, was found to have shared 
jihadi and anti-U.S. military posts on social media ahead of  the 
attack.

The shooter also posted a message stating, “the countdown has 
begun,” after visiting the 9/11 memorial site in New York days 
before he opened gunfire on a classroom at Pensacola, where 
he was training.

Marine Gunnery Sgt. Ryan Masel and Staff  Sgt. Samuel Mullins 
ran into the building where the shooting was taking place 

What Is This???
What Is This???

Troops Wounded in Pensacola Shooting to Be 
Awarded Heroism Medals, Purple Hearts

The Purple Heart medal. (Photo by 
Army Sgt. William Frye)

unarmed. They grabbed a fire extinguisher off  the wall and 
prepared to fight.

Barr said while they didn’t confront the shooter, they provided 
CPR and other live-saving aid to several victims. Masel is a UH-
1Y crew chief  and Mullins a 36-year-old CH-53E Super Stallion 
helicopter crew chief. Both are instructors with Marine Aviation 
Training Support Group 23 at Pensacola.

And Navy Airman Ryan Blackwell is credited with jumping 
on top of  another sailor to shield her from gunfire when the 
shooter opened fire on an office. Blackwell was shot several 
times, but still helped lead other sailors to safety.

The Purple Heart was also posthumously awarded to Marine 
Gunnery Sgt. Thomas Sullivan, Staff  Sgt. David Wyatt, Sgt. 
Carson Holmquist, Lance Cpl. Squire Wells and Navy Logistics 
Specialist 2nd Class Randall Smith in 2016. The five were killed 
in a 2015 terrorist attack on a military recruiting office and naval 
Reserve center in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

A Marine sergeant who’d been wounded at the recruiting station 
during that attack also received a Purple Heart.



House Bill Would Direct ‘Purple Heart Flag’ 
to Be Flown on National Holidays

20 Mar 2020  Military.com | By Richard Sisk

A bill has been introduced in the House that would officially 
designate a “Purple Heart Flag” and direct that it be flown at 
federal buildings and memorials on national holidays.

The legislation, introduced last November by Rep. Brian 
Higgins, D-New York, would amend the U.S. Code to allow for 
the designation of  a flag modeled on the insignia of  the Military 
Order of  the Purple Heart.  If  passed by the House and Senate 
and signed by President Donald Trump, the bill would have 
the Purple Heart Flag flown at the World War II Memorial, the 
Korean War Memorial, the Vietnam War Memorial, national 
cemeteries, selected federal buildings and Department of  
Veterans Affairs hospitals.

The flag should fly on holidays including Armed Forces Day, 
Memorial Day, National POW/MIA Recognition Day and 
Veterans Day, according to the bill’s language.

In a statement, Higgins, whose district includes the Buffalo, 
New York, area, said, “Raising the Purple Heart Flag would 
provide a visual reminder of  the wounds our warriors endured 
and the soldiers who have laid down their lives to uphold the 
liberties this nation was founded on and continues to hold 
dear.”

(U.S. Marine Corps)

In an interview Wednesday, Russ Ward, senior vice commander 
of  Chapter 187 of  the Military Order of  the Purple Heart 
in Buffalo, acknowledged that “the nation has more urgent 
matters to attend to now,” referring to the novel coronavirus 
pandemic. But he said the Purple Heart Flag issue eventually 
deserves the attention of  Congress.

Membership in the Military Order of  the Purple Heart is 
restricted to those who have received the Purple Heart medal.

Ward, 73, is a Purple Heart recipient who was wounded in the 
left leg while serving as a specialist with the Army’s 1st Cavalry 
Division in Vietnam during the Tet offensive of  1968.

Estimates vary on the total number of  awards of  the Purple 
Heart, the oldest U.S. combat decoration still given out, but the 
National Purple Heart Hall of  Honor in New Windsor, N.Y., 
puts the number at more than 1.5 million.

The Veterans Administration (VA) offers 
Veterans Choice Program

It stipulates that Veterans who have to wait more than 30 days to see a doctor, or who live more 
than 40 miles from their closest VA site can receive health care from community providers.  The 
provider must be part of  the VA’s network of  community providers.  Please go to the following 
website for further information:

https://www..va.gov/opa/choiceact/documents/choice-act-summary.pdf



A memorial patch is worn 
by a Vietnam veteran during 
the Vietnam Security Police 
Association’s 25 anniversary 
held at Joint Base Andrews, 
Md., Oct. 10, 2019. (U.S. 
Air Force/Airman 1st Class 
Spencer Slocum)

Vietnam, Gulf War Vets Get One Step Closer to New Benefit
5 Mar 2020  | Military.com | By Amy Bushatz
Vietnam-era and other pre-9/11 veterans are one step closer 
to accessing a program designed to pay their spouses or other 
family support for in-home care even as rules tighten for who 
can enroll, as part of  a highly anticipated proposed rule release 
from the Department of  Veterans Affairs.
Among the changes laid out in the 231-page proposal is a shift 
in the level of  care veterans must require to qualify; a change 
to monthly payment amounts and how they are calculated; a 
downsizing of  benefits tiers; and a benefits grace period for 
caregivers who leave the program due to domestic or intimate 
partner violence.
No start date was given for the proposed changes. Their rollout, 
however, is tied to an already delayed IT upgrade needed to 
handle the anticipated influx of  applicants. That update is 
expected by late this fall, VA officials said in a release.
The VA’s caregiver stipend program has long been available only 
to caregivers of  post-9/11 veterans. The program currently 
pays stipends to about 18,000 caregivers, with dollar amounts 
based on a three-tiered system tied to Bureau of  Labor Statistics 
(BLS) rates for in-home health aids. 
But the program is notoriously inconsistent, with enrollment 
standards varying widely by region. To curtail that problem, VA 
officials have repeatedly closed and reopened enrollments as 
they worked to tighten guidance on what injuries require such 
care.
Meanwhile, some advocates for veterans decried the program 
as unfair because it did not allow pre-9/11 veteran access at all. 
A 2018 law, known as the VA Mission Act, laid the groundwork 
to open enrollment for the program to veterans of  other eras. 
The law requires the VA to first complete an IT overhaul for 
administering the program, a process that is still ongoing, and 
issue new policy rules governing its administration.
The proposed rules, released March 4, are the VA’s response to 
that policy requirement.
While newly qualifying veterans will benefit from the 
expanded access, the changes could drastically impact those 
who are currently enrolled. And while the proposal includes 
a grandfather clause that would protect their enrollment for a 
year, some caregivers may find they no longer qualify under the 
new, tightened regulation.
Currently, veterans qualify for the program by needing assistance 
with “activities of  daily living” identified by the VA. Those 
include dressing and undressing; bathing; grooming; adjusting 
special prosthetics or orthopedic appliances; toileting; feeding; 
and mobility. But the current rules do not specifically dictate 
how often that assistance is required.
The new policy would instead require that the veteran need 
assistance with the identified activities each time they are 

completed. That change would in effect block veterans who 
only need periodic help from the program.
Those who qualify under the old rules would be grandfathered 
into the program for a year, during which time they would be 
reassessed for enrollment.
Rather than a three-tiered system currently in place with payment 
amounts based on estimates of  time spent providing care, the 
revamped program would instead include only two tiers. They 
would be divided into those who need assistance with at least 
three of  those daily living activities and those who need help 
with no more than two.
Monthly stipends would then be based purely on those tiers 
and tied to the government’s GS-4, step 1 rate plus locality pay, 
instead of  the BLS calculated rate for home health aids currently 
used. The proposal estimates that, in most cases, the change will 
result in a slightly increased caregiver payment.
For example, the proposal states, the 2020 GS-4 step 1 rate 
is about $27,000 annually, while the BLS rate in use as of  
December was about $25,000.
Caregivers in tier one of  the proposed scale would receive 
about $2,250 monthly before locality pay, while those in tier two 
would receive 62.5% of  the full rate, or about $1,410.
Caregivers who currently receive a higher payment than the 
proposed change to GS-4 gives would be grandfathered into 
the old payment system for one year, the proposal states.
The new proposal also expands protections for caregivers who 
are victims of  domestic violence or intimate partner violence. 
Currently, those who drop from the program because of  those 
issues are given a 30-day grace period. But how that is actually 
implemented depends on a wide variety of  factors, including 
the local program administrator and whether the veteran 
immediately designates a different caregiver.
But the new rules add specific, broad protections for domestic 
and partner violence victims, granting a 90-day payment grace 
period for caregivers who report violence or abuse. By doing 
so, the authors state, they hope to encourage caregivers to keep 
themselves safe.

— Continued on Page 13



“We have found that oftentimes, a caregiver may remain in a 
[domestic violence] ... situation due to financial concerns,” the 
proposal states. “They may choose to not leave such a situation 
because doing so would result in financial insecurity, including 
loss of  caregiver benefits such as the stipend payment and 
health care benefits. We propose to extend caregiver benefits 
for a period of  90 days after discharge in such instances. .... 
We do not want to encourage caregivers to remain in such 
situations.”
The rules will be published to the Federal Register on Friday 
and are subject to a 60-day public comment period.

New Benefit (Continued from page 12)

Airlines’ Proposed Emotional Support Animal Rules 
Divide Veteran Advocacy Groups

Close-up on the vest of  a service dog. (Getty image/andresr)

19 Mar 2020 | Military.com | By Dorothy Mills-Gregg

Some veterans and disability advocates are divided over a rule 
proposed by the Department of  Transportation (DoT) that 
would let airlines treat emotional support animals as pets.

Until April 6, the DoT is soliciting 
comments from the public on 
whether it should let airlines stop 
recognizing emotional support 
animals as service animals, and 
instead only accept trained 
psychiatric service dogs under 
that definition. The current policy 
has been heavily criticized by the 
public as too lax.

In recent years, passengers 
have brought miniature horses 
onboard, and one woman tried 
to bring a peacock onto a plane. 
College Humor latched onto 
the issue two years ago with an 
"emotional support pterodactyl."

"We're not far away from a legitimate service animal getting 
into a fight with an iguana, [while a plane is] up in the air," said 
K9s for Warriors CEO Rory Diamond. "Let people understand 
the distinction that there's service dogs and there's pets."

Diamond's organization trains shelter dogs to work as service 
animals for veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder, 
traumatic brain injury and military sexual trauma. He sees the 
proposed change as an "all-around knock-out win," as does 
American Humane, which does similar work.

"Everybody loves their dogs," Diamond said, "[But] there is 
a victim when you take that animal on that plane, and it is the 
service animal."

His concerns over safety were also raised by the DoT in its 
proposal, but groups such as the National Disability Rights 
Network (NDRN) and Paralyzed Veterans of  America (PVA) 
think DoT's current rules provide enough of  a deterrent for 
abuse and worry the proposed changes would be too limiting.

"The proposed rule would mean 
big changes for all service animal 
users," Heather Ansley, PVA 
associate executive director of  
government relations, said in a 
statement when the proposal 
was announced in January. "If  
implemented, these measures 
would create a new burden 
for catastrophically disabled 
veterans who already have to 
deal with damaged wheelchairs, 
lack of  accessible lavatories, 
and bodily harm caused from 
being transferred on and off  the 

aircraft."

Ken Shiotani, NDRN senior staff  attorney, said the proposed 
policy would create a paperwork burden, such as requiring 
someone who's blind to provide paperwork showing they need 
the service animal.

Shiotani said veterans might find it hard to accommodate the 
proposed size requirements for service animals, which call for 
them to fit in the passenger's foot space or be placed on the 
passenger's lap.

The DoT said this shouldn't be a problem as "these animals are 
often trained to fit into small spaces."

The April meeting 
of Post 373, 
scheduled for 
Sunday, April 19th 
at 10:00 am will 
be held either 
by phone or 
videoconference.  
See page 1 for 
more details.



The Veterans Health ID Card for Military Base Access 
The Defense Department announced expanded Commissary, Military Service Exchange and MWR access as of  January 1, 
2020. Veterans who are eligible and want to take advantage of  in-person benefits must have a Veterans Health Identification 
Card (VHID). Veterans must be enrolled in the VA health care system to receive a VHIC. To enroll, you can complete an 
application for enrollment in VA health care by telephone without the need for a signed paper application. Just call 1-877-
222-8387 Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. Eastern. You can also apply for VA healthcare benefits online at 
www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll, or in person at your local VA medical facility. Once your enrollment is verified, you can 
have your picture taken at your local VA medical center, and VA will mail you a VHIC.

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-
exchange-and-mwr-access/-for-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-andmwr-access/ 

Blue Water Navy Update
Blue Water Navy Veterans and survivors who filed compensation 
claims in January and February 2020 have so far received over 
$140 million in retroactive benefits. This information can be 
found in a new monthly report published on the 10th business 
day of  each month to inform Veterans and other stakeholders 
about BWN claims decisions.
These figures show the latest results from VA directly acting 
upon the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veteran Act of  2019 that 
went into effect on Jan. 1, 2020.
The BWN Act extends the presumption of  herbicide exposure, 
such as Agent Orange, to Veterans who served in the offshore 
waters of  the Republic of  Vietnam between Jan. 9, 1962, and 
May 7, 1975, as well as Veterans who served in the Korean 
Demilitarized Zone between Sept. 1, 1967, and Aug. 31, 1971. 
Prior to this law, only Veterans who served on the ground in 
Vietnam or within Vietnam’s inland waterways were eligible 
to receive disability compensation based on a presumption of  
herbicide exposure.
How to file
Filing a claim for BWN benefits is a straightforward process. 
Veterans who wish to file an initial claim for an herbicide-related 
disability that have not been previously decided by VA can use 
VA Form 21-526EZ, Application for Disability Compensation 
and Related Compensation Benefits, online at https://www.
va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim.
However, BWN Veterans who were previously denied will 
be able to reapply using VA Form 20-0995, Decision Review 
Request: Supplemental Claim. As of  Jan. 1, VA began processing 
BWN claims that were stayed in the VA review process or under 
appeal.
Survivors and dependents who have never filed a claim but want 
to file a claim now can use VA Form 21P-534EZ. Survivors and 
dependents who have been previously denied a Dependency and 
Indemnity claim and want to file another claim now can use VA 

Form 20-0995. 
For additional 
Dependency and 
Indemnity claims 
i n f o r m a t i o n , 
visit https://
w w w. v a . g o v /
d i s a b i l i t y /
d e p e n d e n c y -
indemnity-compensation
Additional assistance
If  Veterans or survivors need help determining the location 
of  the vessel a Veteran traveled on, VA has collaborated with 
the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
to digitize the deck logs of  more than 1,800 Navy and Coast 
Guard vessels.
VA also developed an internal claims-related technical 
processing system which incorporates data from the digital 
deck logs and identifies vessels that may have traveled within 
the offshore waters of  the Republic of  Vietnam. While there 
are others claiming to be able to help BWN Veterans locate their 
ship positions, VA strongly discourages Veterans from relying 
on any unauthorized service or tool as VA cannot guarantee 
the accuracy of  the information. VA was also not involved in 
developing any publicly available online tools currently being 
advertised.
VA encourages any Veteran who thinks that they may be eligible 
for Blue Water Navy benefits to contact an accredited Veterans 
Service Organization (VSO) to assist with the application 
process. Veterans can also contact their state Veterans Affairs 
Office.
Additional information and resources about the Blue Water 
Navy Vietnam Veterans Act, eligibility requirements and how 
to file an initial or supplemental claim can be found online at  
https://benefits.va.gov/benefits/blue-water-navy.asp.



PETA to Marines: Stop Guzzling Snake Blood 
During Jungle Training

A U.S. Marine drinks 
cobra blood during 
jungle survival 
training, Feb. 19, 
2018, in Sattahip, 
Chonburi province, 
Thailand. (U.S. 
Air Force/Staff  Sgt. 
Micaiah Anthony)

Editorial Note: Perhaps some PETA members should consider 
joining the Marines or Army and put their lives on the line for 
the freedom they enjoy instead of  criticizing those that risk it all 
to give them the freedom to protest as they do.
5 Mar 2020 | Military.com | By Gina Harkins
A top animal rights group wants Marines to trade the reptiles 
and other animals they’re eating during an annual jungle training 
exercise for plants and other vegan survival options.
People for the Ethical Treatment of  Animals sent a letter to 
the Marine Corps’ top general this week pleading with him to 
ban the crude killing of  animals during the annual Cobra Gold 
exercise in Thailand. This year’s exercise, which includes lessons 
on jungle survival, will wrap up Friday.
Photos of  past iterations show Marines drinking snake blood, 
eating scorpions and killing chickens during the training. 
Commandant Gen. David Berger’s office did not immediately 
respond to questions about whether the service will ban those 
practices.
“The photos showing giddy Marines swallowing scorpions and 
guzzling cobra blood are more reminiscent of  a frat party gone 
wrong than a military drill,” PETA Vice President Shalin Gala 
said in a statement.
A post on PETA’s website titled “Training or Animal Abuse? 
U.S. Marines Behead Cobras, Drink Their Blood,” adds, “No 
one needed to die for U.S. and Thai forces to strengthen their 
alliance.”
Cobra Gold is in its 39th iteration, making it the longest-running 
international military exercise in the world, Michael Heath, the 
deputy chief  of  mission at the U.S. Embassy in Thailand, said 
during this year’s opening ceremony.
This year’s Cobra Gold includes a cyber exercise, amphibious-
assault training, a humanitarian-relief  drill and a live-fire event.
Those options are more in line with what PETA says Marines 
should be eating during jungle training.
“Clearly, there are precedents for troops to learn food 
procurement survival skills without having to use live animals in 
abhorrent training drills,” Gala wrote in her letter to Berger. “... 
As the Daily Mail notes, ‘There are also vegan options too with 
the jungle being rich in fruit and other lush, edible vegetation.’”
PETA noted that the U.S. military had ended other training 
involving animals after the organization urged leaders to stop.In 
2011, for example, the Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training 
Center stopped using live animals in its survival training courses 
following discussions with PETA, the letter states. The Army 
also canceled a survival-skills training course at Dugway Proving 
Ground after PETA asked then-Defense Secretary Les Aspin to 
intervene in the 1990s.

Royal Thai Marine Chief  Petty Officer First 
Class Pairoi Prasarnsai shows how to handle 
king cobras during exercise Cobra Gold 
2020 at Ban Chan Khrem, Chanthaburi, 
Kingdom of  Thailand, March 2, 2020. (U.S. 
Marine Corps/Lance Cpl. Hannah Hall)

And yes, Marines 
were photographed 
drinking blood of  a 
king cobra snake on 
Monday -- the day 
before PETA’s letter 
to the commandant. 
But photos also show 
the members of  1st 
Battalion, 5th Marines, 
drinking water from 
plants, eating coconuts 
and other fruit, and 
watching a Royal Thai 
Marine dig into a 

pineapple with his teeth -- tough skin and all -- to stay hydrated.U.S. 
Marines observe as a Royal Thai Marine instructor eats a pineapple 
as part of  jungle survival training during exercise Cobra Gold 2020 
at Ban Chan Khrem, Chanthaburi, Kingdom of  Thailand, March 2, 
2020. (U.S. Marine Corps/Lance Cpl. Hannah Hall)



She Helped Save Capt. Phillips from Somali Pirates, 
Then Became the First Female 4-Star Admiral

Adm. Michelle J. Howard, then-commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa and commander, Allied Joint Forces Command 
Naples, delivers remarks during the 2017 Eurasia Partnership 
Senior Non-commissioned Officer Development Symposium 
in Gricignano, Italy, Sept. 22, 2017. (U.S. Navy photo/Ryan Riley)

4 Mar 2020 | The Virginian-Pilot | By Brock Vergakis
Michelle Howard had a Navy career filled with firsts.  She was 
the first black woman to command a warship when in 1999 she 
took the helm aboard the USS Rushmore, an amphibious dock 
landing ship.  She was the first woman to graduate from the 
Naval Academy to achieve the rank of  rear admiral.  She was 
also the first black woman to command an expeditionary strike 
group at sea, where she made her mark on a global stage.
In 2009, she led the Virginia Beach-based Expeditionary Strike 
Group 2 when it was deployed off  the coast of  Africa.
The Norfolk-based cargo ship Maersk Alabama had been 
boarded by Somali pirates and its captain was being held 
hostage aboard a life raft for ransom. It was Howard’s job to set 
him free. She had only been on the job aboard the amphibious 
assault ship USS Boxer for a week.
“That’s an eye-opening way to start a new job. Very quickly 
we had several ships, special forces, aircraft and it seemed like 
everyone in the world was focused on one American and trying 
to make sure he didn’t end up on shore in Somalia,” Howard 
said in 2012. “Synchronizing that kind of  might and capability 
was pretty amazing.”
Like so many other times in life, Howard succeeded. The episode 
was later turned into the Tom Hanks film “Captain Phillips.”  
Howard’s career continued to flourish after that.

She became the first black woman promoted to the three-
star rank in the U.S. Armed Forces when she became deputy 
commander of  Fleet Forces Command, based in Norfolk.
She then became the first woman to become a four-star admiral 
in the Navy in 2014 when she was named vice chief  of  naval 
operations, the second highest-ranking officer in the Navy.
Howard retired from the Navy in 2017 after completing her last 
assignment as the commander of  naval forces in Europe and 
Africa.

In Israel, a Time to Pray Amid a Health Crisis
When an emergency medical 
team had a break, they stopped 
to pray, one member facing 
Mecca and the other Jerusalem. 
A  photo of  it struck a chord.  
The workers taking a moment 
to pray. “The whole world is 
battling this,” one said. (Courtesy 
Magen David Adom)

25 Mar 2020 | By David M. Halbfinger  

JERUSALEM — The Israeli ambulance system normally fields 
about 6,000 calls a day. Since the coronavirus crisis began,  it has 
been averaging an astounding 100,000 calls a day.

In the southern town of  Beersheba, a pair of  emergency 
medical technicians were about 40 minutes into their  shift on 
Tuesday afternoon when things suddenly grew quiet. Nopanic 
attacks, no elderly people running out  of  medicine, no kitchen 
accidents involving people stuck at home. So they stepped out 
of  the ambulance to pray.

Avraham Mintz, 43, a Jew from Beersheba, wrapped himself  
in his prayer shawl and turned north toward Jerusalem. Zoher 
Abu Jama, 39, an Arab from nearby Rahat, unfolded his prayer 
rug and knelt facing south toward Mecca. A co-worker snapped 
and posted a picture, which appeared to strike a chord far and 
wide.  But the two men said their back-to-back worship was 
nothing new.

“We try to pray together, instead of  each one of  us taking 
the time for himself, because we have a lot of  situations we’re 
dealing with right now,” Mr. Mintz said. Five people have died 
of  the virus in Israel so far and one in the occupied West Bank.

“The whole world is battling this,” Mr. Abu Jama added. “This 
is a disease that doesn’t tell the difference between anybody, any 
religion, any gender. But you put that aside. We work together, 
we live together. This is our life.”  Mr. Abu Jama said he’d had 
his aging mother in mind as he prayed: She is frail, and he has 
been keeping his distance from her even though they live under 
the same roof. Mr. Mintz said he had asked God “to let me see 
the end, the good end. Because I know that it’s a good end. 
And I hope to be there.”



U.S. Actor Chuck Norris signs an 
autograph for a Marine admitted 
to the Task Force 399th Combat 
Support Hospital aboard Al Asad 
Air Base, Iraq, on Sept. 15, 2007. 
The "Walker, Texas Ranger" star 
visited the hospital to meet with 
patients and hospital staff  during 
a tour with the United Services 

Organization. (Photo by Sgt. Sheila Brooks/Defense Imagery Management 
Operations Center)

On the lighter side….
Celebrate USAF Veteran 

Chuck Norris’ 80th Birthday 
With 20 Unbeatable Facts

1. Chuck Norris threw a grenade and killed 50 people, then it 
exploded.

2. Chuck Norris' leg was once bit by a cobra. After five days of  
excruciating pain, the cobra died.

3. Chuck Norris doesn't try to survive a zombie apocalypse. The 
zombies do.

4. Chuck Norris can kill your imaginary friends.

5. Chuck can set ants on fire with a magnifying glass. At night.

6. Chuck Norris once went to Mars. That's why there are no 
signs of  life.

7. Chuck Norris knows Victoria's secret.

8. Chuck Norris doesn't wear a watch. He decides what time it is.

9. Chuck Norris created giraffes when he uppercutted a horse.

10. Chuck Norris doesn't cheat death. He wins fair and square.

11. Chuck Norris puts the "laughter" in "manslaughter."

12. Chuck Norris can kill two stones with one bird.

13. Chuck Norris has a diary. It's called the Guinness Book of  
World Records.

14. Chuck Norris found the last digit of  pi.

15. Chuck Norris can hit you so hard your blood will bleed.

16. Chuck Norris doesn't worry about high gas prices. His 
vehicles run on fear.

17. Chuck Norris can delete the Recycling Bin.

18. Chuck Norris can strangle you with a cordless phone.

19. Chuck Norris can squeeze orange juice out of  a lemon.

20. Jack was nimble, Jack was quick, but Jack still couldn't dodge 
Chuck Norris' roundhouse kick.

Russian Court Approves Law that 
Could Extend Putin's Reign

Russian President Vladimir Putin listens to 
Education Minister Sergei Kravtsov during 
their meeting in the Kremlin in Moscow, 
Russia, Thursday, March 12, 2020. (Alexei 
Druzhinin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)

17 Mar 2020 | The Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russia's Constitutional Court on Monday 
approved a law on constitutional amendments that could allow 
Vladimir Putin to remain in power for another 16 years.

The law still must be approved in a national referendum that has 
been scheduled for April 22. The court's approval came just two 
days after Putin signed the law.

Under current law, Putin wouldn't be able to run for president 
again in 2024 because of  term limits, but the new measure 
would reset his term count, allowing him to run for two more 
six-year terms. He has been in power since 2000.

Other constitutional changes further strengthen the presidency 
and emphasize the priority of  Russian law over international 
norms — a provision reflecting the Kremlin's irritation with 
the European Court of  Human Rights and other international 
bodies that have often issued verdicts against Russia.

The changes also outlaw same-sex marriage and mention “a 
belief  in God” as one of  Russia's traditional values.

The April meeting 
of Post 373, 
scheduled for 
Sunday, April 19th 
at 10:00 am will 
be held either 
by phone or 
videoconference.  
See page 1 for 
more details.



Extremists See Global Chaos from Virus as an Opportunity
2 Apr 2020 The Associated Press | By Cara Anna

JOHANNESBURG — Both the Islamic State group and al-
Qaida see the coronavirus as a threat, but some of  their fighters 
also see the upheaval from the pandemic as an opportunity to 
win over more supporters and strike harder than before.

Messages from the Islamic extremist groups show concern 
about the virus mixed with bravado, asserting that it is 
punishment for non-Muslims while also urging followers to 
repent and take care of  themselves.

Al-Qaida suggested in a statement Tuesday that non-Muslims 
use their time in quarantine to learn about Islam.

But in a sharp commentary in its al-Naba newsletter in mid-
March, ISIS urged followers to show no mercy and launch 
attacks in this time of  crisis.

In a commentary Tuesday, the International Crisis Group 
warned that the pandemic threatens the global solidarity that 
is key to fighting extremists.  “It is almost certainly correct 
that COVID-19 will handicap domestic security efforts and 
international counter-ISIS cooperation, allowing the jihadists 
to better prepare spectacular terror attacks,” it said.

Though analysts said it was too soon to say which attacks can 
be blamed on militants exploiting the coronavirus, Islamic 
extremists in late March carried out their deadliest assault 
yet against the military of  Chad, a significant contributor to 
Africa’s growing counterterrorism efforts, killing at least 92 
soldiers near the border with Nigeria and Niger.

In Egypt, two military officials reported a spike in ISIS attacks 
in March in the restive northern part of  the Sinai Peninsula but 
security forces foiled at least three other major assaults. The 
officials spoke on condition of  anonymity because they were 
not authorized to brief  the media.

While Syria and Iraq have seen no uptick in attacks by ISIS 
since the virus spread there, the pandemic has prompted 
the U.S.-led coalition to halt training activities in Iraq amid a 
planned pullout from several bases.

There are signs elsewhere that the U.S., British and other 
militaries are pulling back because of  the virus, leaving a 
possible opening for the extremists.  That’s a danger in Africa’s 
hot spots of  the Sahel, the Lake Chad region and Somalia, 
where the U.S. military already worried allies in recent months 
by contemplating cuts to focus on threats from China and 
Russia.  “Any state that was interested in pulling back in Africa 
will take the opportunity to do so,” said Clionadh Raleigh, 
executive director of  the Armed Conflict Location & Event 
Data Project, which tracks extremists’ activities worldwide. 
“That will be unbelievably bad.”

A U.S. Africa Command spokeswoman, Lt. Christina Gibson, 
told The Associated Press that “while the size and scope 

In this Feb. 18, 2020, file photo, Nigerian Navy Special 
Boat Service troops exercise under the supervision of  
British special forces during U.S. military-led annual 
counterterrorism exercise in Thies, Senegal. (AP Photo/
Cheikh A.T. Sy)

of  some AFRICOM activities have been adjusted to ensure 
the safety and protection of  forces — both U.S. and partner 
nation — our commitment to Africa endures.” She did not 
give details of  affected operations but said AFRICOM still has 
about 5,200 forces on the continent at any given time.

The British army mission in Kenya, which provides 
counterterrorism training and other skills, this week announced 
that all army families are returning to the U.K. because of  the 
virus.

But France’s largest overseas military mission, Barkhane 
in West Africa’s sprawling Sahel region south of  the Sahara 
Desert, is keeping its 5,100 troops there, the French Defense 
Ministry said. A pro-al-Qaida French organization issued a 
statement Tuesday urging French forces to stay home and save 
lives instead.

African military units, already stretched thin and under attack, 
are likely to take protective measures as the virus threatens 
their ranks.

In Nigeria, which has struggled against the Boko Haram 
extremist group and an assertive ISIS-linked offshoot, the 
military has called for suspending much of  its activities 
including large gatherings and training.  A leaked memo signed 
by Nigerian army’s policy chief  says its vehicles might have to 
be used for mass burials or transferring the sick to hospitals as 
the virus spreads.

While security forces are targets, under-guarded prisons could 
be too, said Laith Alkhouri, a counterterrorism adviser who 
researches extremists in West Africa. Both ISIS and al-Qaida-
linked fighters have turned the Sahel into Africa’s most urgent 
extremism crisis, and even have engaged in some unprecedented 

— Continued on Page 19



“The Jewish Veteran” 
Here is a link for the current issue – it is formatted as a 
PDF.  Please feel free to email the link to a member of  
our faith who might be a potential JWV member.  Also, 

ask you Shul/Temple/
Synagogue/JCC to post 
a copy of  “The Jewish 
Veteran” on their bulletin 
board.  It serves as an 
ideal way to market the 
JWV USA and what we 
represent.
https://www.jwv.
org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/03/The-
Jewish-Veteran-2020-
Issue-1.pdf.

cooperation.  Their fighters are likely to exploit the pandemic 
by accusing governments of  mismanaging the crisis to try to 
win popular support, he said.  Alkhouri said that under another 
scenario, individuals may believe that only religion can keep 
them safe from the virus “and ignore scientific advice, which 
could lead to an increase in infections.”

Some extremist groups are showing signs that, like the rest of  
the world, they are trying to understand the coronavirus and 
respond.

In Somalia, the al-Qaida-linked al-Shabab held a rare five-day 
meeting of  its leaders in March that discussed the virus. In a 
communique, the group recognized its “emergency threat” to 
the world, including Muslims.

An al-Shabab spokesman later told the AP it was too soon to 
comment on whether the group would heed a U.N. plea to halt 
attacks, which have continued, or whether it would allow health 
workers access to areas it controls.

In Afghanistan, the Taliban have gone even further, putting out 
videos on disinfection and photos of  its fighters handing out 
face masks and soap. It also has offered security guarantees to 
any aid group assisting victims of  the virus or helping to stop 
its spread.  Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahed told the AP 
that “if, God forbid, the outbreak happens in an area where we 
control the situation, then we can stop fighting in that area.”

Extremists (Continued from page 18)

A United Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket lifts off  from launch 
complex 41 at the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station with a payload 
of  a high frequency satellite Thursday, March 26, 2020, in Cape 
Canaveral, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)

Space Force Launches its 
First Satellite

26 Mar 2020  The Associated Press | By Marcia Dunn

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.  — The newly established U.S. Space 
Force launched its first national security satellite Thursday with 
a leaner staff  because of  the coronavirus pandemic.

“Nothing stops the space launch mission!” the 45th Space 
Wing tweeted from Cape Canaveral.

The approximately $1 billion satellite is the sixth and final one in 
the U.S. military’s Advanced Extremely High Frequency series. 
Upgraded from the older Milstar satellites, the constellation 
has provided secure communication from 22,000 miles (35,400 
kilometers) up for nearly a decade.

A powerful Atlas V rocket hoisted the 13,600-pound (6,168 
kilogram) satellite. The new Space Force seal adorned the 
United Launch Alliance rocket.

The Space Force officially became a new branch of  the U.S. 
military in December.

With the viewing area closed because of  the coronavirus 
outbreak, fewer people than usual watched the liftoff  from 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station.

United Launch Alliance chief  executive Tory Bruno said non-
essential personnel were banned from the launch control room 
to reduce the size of  the crowd.

“Can’t quite get 6 ft everywhere. Surfaces will be cleaned 
between people, etc.,” tweeted Bruno, who monitored the 
launch from company headquarters in Denver. He normally 
travels to the launch site.

Another pandemic effect: Cape Canaveral Air Force Station’s 
planned name change to Cape Canaveral Space Force Station 
is on hold.



They Served: The ‘Hello Girls’ of 
WWI and their sixty-year battle 

for recognition
30 Mar 2020 | 
Memorial Affairs, 
Veterans Legacy 
Program | Kenneth 
Holliday  

Bells rang throughout 
France on the 
morning of  Nov. 11, 

1918, signifying the end of  World War I. In Paris, people filled 
the streets in a bittersweet celebration: The war was finally over.

But while those celebrations 
took place, an American 
woman drew her last breaths in 
a foreign city. Inez Crittenden 
had been stationed in France 
for a year serving in the 
U.S. Army Signal Corps as a 
telephone operator. In the final 
days of  the war, she became 
bed ridden with pneumonia. 
She died in Paris on the day the 
war ended. Crittenden was one of  233 women who served as 
telephone operators for the Army’s Signal Corps during the war. 
They were more commonly known as “Hello Girls.”

General Pershing’s request
After the US entered the war in 1917, the Army desperately 
looked for ways to improve communications during military 
operations. Commanders discovered major problems with the 
use of  two languages in exchanges between the American and 
French armies.  At first, American men and French women 
were used in telephone exchanges, but both groups proved to 
be unsatisfactory. The Army had trouble finding qualified men 
for the job and looked elsewhere.

General Pershing, commander of  the American Expeditionary 
Forces, requested a recruitment of  women telephone operators 
that spoke both English and French. In America, women 
primarily made up the workforce of  civilian telephone operators. 
Nearly 10,000 women applied to fill Pershing’s request. Those 
that were accepted into the program underwent a tough 
selection process and had to agree to serve for the duration of  
the war. The women were evaluated on tests similar to those 
given to Army officer candidates. Then they were individually 
investigated by the Secret Service. Because the nature of  the 
work required them to handle highly confidential information, 
their loyalty and motivations for serving were investigated more 
thoroughly than the average soldier.

The Hello Girls in France 
awaiting inspection and 
review by General Pershing.

Military training
Their training included daily military drill. They were taught 
about the Army, its traditions, and military terms. They wore 
a uniform, were given ranks, and were subject to inspections. 
In every way they appeared to 
be soldiers. And their abilities 
overseas proved invaluable: They 
were far more effective than 
men in operating the military 
telephone and had a proficiency 
that was unmatched in their 
British counterparts. It was said 
that without the Hello Girls, “It 
would be impossible to brigade 
American troops.”

After she died, Inez Crittenden was given a military burial in 
Suresnes American Cemetery and Memorial. Her grave lies 
alongside over a thousand other American service members 
who died overseas. But after the war ended, the Army decided 
that the Hello Girls had served as civilians, not soldiers.

Recognition
While the Navy had opened enlistment to women during World 
War I, the Army did not. As a result, the Army did not consider 
the Hello Girls as servicewomen and did not issue honorable 
discharges to them. Therefore, the 233 Hello Girls were not 
considered to be Veterans of  the war that they had served in. 

This began a sixty-year battle for them to 
be recognized for their military service.

It wasn’t until Congress passed the 1977 
G.I. Improvement Bill that the Hello 
Girls finally received recognition from 
the government for their service. When 
President Carter signed it into law, 
the Hello Girls were given discharges 
from the military and granted Veteran 
benefits. Only 18 of  them were still alive 
at the time.

Olive Shaw was one of  those surviving 
Hello Girls. She had returned home to 
Massachusetts after the war and began 

working for Congresswoman Edith Nourse Rogers as her 
personal secretary. Shaw was one of  the Hello Girls that led 
the sixty-year battle for Veteran status. When she died in 1980, 
one year after being granted Veteran benefits, she wished to 
be buried in the soon-to-be-opened Massachusetts National 
Cemetery. When the cemetery opened in October, she became 
the first burial there. The recognition of  her military service, 
which had been denied to her for almost the entirety of  her life, 
is now forever remembered at her grave.

Olive Shaw wearing 
her Army uniform.

Hello Girls shortly after 
arriving in France, 1918.

— Continued on Page 21



24 Mar 2020 | Military.com | By 
Hope Hodge Seck
A commission formed by Congress 
to assess military and national service 
is calling for women to be included 
in selective service registration, 
Military.com has learned.
The 11-member National 
Commission on Military, National 
and Public Service is set to 
release a final report with 164 
recommendations Wednesday, 
following two-and-a-half  years of  
research and fieldwork on topics 
including propensity to serve in the 
military; the civilian-military divide; 
and the future of  the U.S. Selective 

Service System.
One of  the most hotly debated questions considered by the panel 
is whether women should be required to register for the draft for 
the first time in U.S. history.
A source with knowledge of  the report confirmed that the 
commission had recommended that women should be made 
eligible for selective service. Politico first reported Tuesday on the 
commission’s findings.
Other recommendations include keeping the U.S. Selective Service 
System and keeping the registration requirement, which currently 
applies to American males within 30 days of  their 18th birthday.
The panel was created as a result of  debate over whether women 
should be made to register for the draft. In 2016, the same year 
all military ground combat and special operations jobs were 
opened to women for the first time, two Republicans in Congress, 
both veterans, introduced the “Draft America’s Daughters Act 
of  2016.” The move was intended to provoke discussion; both 
lawmakers planned to vote against their own bill.
But the provision ultimately became law as part of  the 2017 
defense policy package. From that initiative, the commission was 
formed to further study the issue.
During 2019 hearings on the question, Katey van Dam, a Marine 
Corps veteran who flew attack helicopters, argued eloquently in 
support of  including women in selective service registration.
“Today, women sit in C-suites and are able to hold any military 
job for which they are qualified,” she said. “As society expects 
opportunity parity for women, it is time to also expect equal civic 
responsibility. In the event of  a major war that requires national 
mobilization, women should serve their country to the same 
extent as male citizens.”
In an interview with Military.com earlier this month, Joe Heck, 
the chairman of  the commission and a brigadier general in 
the U.S. Army Reserve, said the issue of  including women in 
draft registration had inspired passionate debate among the 
commissioners.

Women Should Have to Register for the Draft, 
Congressional Commission Says

U.S. Marine Corps recruits 
with Platoon 4030, Papa 
Company, 4th Recruit 
Training Battalion, execute 
a rifle salute during an initial 
drill evaluation June 25, 
2018, on Parris Island, S.C. 
(U.S. Marine Corps photo/
Dana Beesley)

“The recommendations made represent the consensus of  
the commission,” he said. “We believe that the commission’s 
recommendations specifically in regard to [the U.S. Selective 
Service System] will best place the nation as able to respond to any 
existential national security threat that may arise.”  Heck also said 
the commission planned to chart a “cradle-to-grave pathway to 
service” for Americans.
In addition to the report, the commission will release accompanying 
draft legislation Wednesday to assist Congress in turning its 
proposals into law. A future hearing before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee is also planned to discuss the commission’s 
findings.

Trailblazers
But none of  the other Hello Girls who died before 1977 ever 
had the chance to use their Veteran benefits. None of  them were 
ever eligible to be buried in a national cemetery as a Veteran.

The grave marker for Marguerite Lovera at Golden Gate National 
Cemetery before and after the discovery that she served as a 
Hello Girl in World War I. The left image is her grave marker 
prior to 2018, the right image is the current marker.

Marguerite Lovera died in 1959, 20 years before being granted 
Veteran benefits. However, it was discovered that she was 
interred in Golden Gate National Cemetery as an eligible 
spouse to Felix Lovera, an Army Veteran who had also served 
in World War I. Marguerite’s 
grave marker only read 
“Wife of  SGT F A Lovera,” 
with no recognition to her 
own service during the 
war. But in 2018, a relative 
of  Marguerite contacted 
the National Cemetery 
Administration with 
information that she served 
as a Hello Girl. Though she 
wasn’t considered a Veteran 
when she was interred in the cemetery, she was now. Not long 
after NCA was notified, historians verified the information 
and the cemetery director had a new grave marker placed for 
Marguerite that gives proper recognition to her military service.

Even a 100 years after the war they served in ended, these women 
are still slowly receiving the recognition that they deserve. 
These trailblazers were some of  the first women to serve in the 
Army. In recognizing the Hello Girls, we honor their service 
and sacrifices to their country, their contribution to Women’s 
History, and their lasting legacies.

Hello Girls (Continued from page 20)



Marines to Shut Down All Tank Units, Cut Infantry 
Battalions in Major Overhaul

23 Mar 2020 | Military.com | By Gina Harkins

In the next decade, the Marine Corps will no longer operate 
tanks or have law enforcement battalions. It will also have three 
fewer infantry units and will shed about 7% of  its overall force 
as the service 
prepares for a 
potential face-off  
with China.

The Marine 
Corps is cutting 
all military 
o c c u p a t i o n a l 
s p e c i a l t i e s 
associated with 
tank battalions, 
law enforcement 
units and bridging 
companies, the 
service announced 
Monday. It’s 
also reducing 
its number of  
infantry battalions 
from 24 to 21 and 
cutting tiltrotor, 
attack and heavy-
lift aviation 
squadrons.

The changes are the result of  a sweeping months-long review 
and war-gaming experiments that laid out the force the service 
will need by 2030. Commandant Gen. David Berger directed 
the review, which he has called his No. 1 priority as the service’s 
top general.

“Developing a force that incorporates emerging technologies 
and a significant change to force structure within our current 
resource constraints will require the Marine Corps to become 
smaller and remove legacy capabilities,” a news release 
announcing the changes states.

By 2030, the Marine Corps will drop down to an end strength 
of  170,000 personnel. That’s about 16,000 fewer leathernecks 
than it has today.

Cost savings associated with trimming the ranks will pay for a 

U.S. Marines with Charlie Company, 1st Tank Battalion, 1st Marine Division, participate in live-
fire training during exercise Native Fury 20 in the United Arab Emirates, March 19, 2020. (U.S. 
Marine Corps/Sgt. Alexis Flores)

300% increase in rocket artillery capabilities, anti-ship missiles, 
unmanned systems and other high-tech equipment leaders say 
Marines will need to take on threats such as China or Russia.

“The Marine 
Corps is 
r e d e s i g n i n g 
the 2030 force 
for naval 
e x p e d i t i o n a r y 
warfare in 
actively contested 
spaces,” the 
announcement 
states.

Artillery cannon 
batteries will fall 
from 21 today to 
five. Amphibious 
vehicle companies 
will drop from six 
to four.

“The future 
Fleet Marine 
Force requires a 
transfor mat ion 
from a legacy 

force to a modernized force with new organic capabilities,” it 
adds. “The FMF in 2030 will allow the Navy and Marine Corps 
to restore the strategic initiative and to define the future of  
maritime conflict by capitalizing on new capabilities to deter 
conflict and dominate inside the enemy’s weapon engagement 
zone.”

Existing infantry units are going to get smaller and lighter, 
according to the plan, “to support naval expeditionary warfare, 
and built to facilitate distributed and Expeditionary Advanced 
Base Operations.”

The Marine Corps will also create three littoral regiments that 
are organized, trained and equipped to handle sea denial and 
control missions.  “Our force design initiatives are designed 
to create and maintain a competitive edge against tireless and 
continuously changing peer adversaries,” the release states.



Air Force’s Troubled Tanker Is Years Away 
from Use — Unless It’s Needed to Fight 

A KC-46 Pegasus assigned to 
McConnell Air Force Base, 
Kan., approaches a KC-135 
Stratotanker assigned to 
MacDill Air Force Base, Fla., 
for a refueling, Jan. 30, 2020. 
(U.S. Air Force/Airman 1st 
Class Ryan C. Grossklag)

4 Mar 2020 | Military.com | By Oriana Pawlyk

If  the U.S. Air Force absolutely needs to use its new, but troubled 
KC-46 Pegasus tanker in a time of  war, it will. But the aircraft 
won’t really be ready for three or four more years, according to 
the service’s top general.

Chief  of  Staff  Gen. David Goldfein told the Senate Armed 
Services Committee on Tuesday that the Boeing-made tanker 
requires a “serious fix” to its Remote Vision System (RVS), a 
critical capability that permits the in-flight operator to view the 
refueling system below the tanker.  The service is working with 
the company, “targeting the [2023/2024] timeframe to have a 
fix in place,” he added.

“If  we were in a major contingency, every KC-46 would be put 
into the fight,” Goldfein told lawmakers. “We’re comfortable 
that it’s capable of  doing operations in a high-end fight -- even 
with the deficiency.”  He clarified, “I would not put it into day-
to-day operations, but I would put it into a high-end fight.”

Goldfein’s comments revealed that the tanker’s expected 
readiness has been pushed back at least another year. Last year, 
Gen. Maryanne Miller, head of  Air Mobility Command, said 
the tanker would likely be ready to deploy to a combat zone 
sometime in 2022.

The KC-46’s problems -- along with the retirement of  aging 
KC-135 Stratotanker and KC-10 Extender aircraft -- were a hot 
topic of  discussion during the hearing, as lawmakers expressed 
concern that repairs to the plagued tanker are not happening 
fast enough.

“Three or four years doesn’t sound like time is of  the essence 
to me,” said Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, a Democrat from New 
Hampshire. The state is home to Pease Air National Guard 
Base, which hosts tankers. Furthermore, there could be a global 
gap in operationally available tankers if  the Air Force retires 
its legacy refuelers faster than the KC-46 comes to flight lines, 
Shaheen and other lawmakers argued.

“We are meeting every day on that topic,” Air Force Secretary 
Barbara Barrett said. “It is really one of  the highest priorities in 

the building.”

Last month, the head of  U.S. Transportation Command called 
on the Air Force to slow the retirement of  more than 20 aerial 
refueling tankers slated to be cut in its fiscal 2021 budget request, 
saying doing so is necessary to reduce stress on overtasked 
aircrews while the service works with Boeing to fix the KC-46.

Army Gen. Stephen Lyons told lawmakers that 13 KC-135 
Stratotankers and 10 KC-10 Extenders “must be retained” out 
of  the 29 tankers that the Air Force plans to cut.

A House Armed Services Subcommittee hearing on Tuesday 
also focused on tanker retirements and potential availability 
gap.  “Until the RVS challenge is fixed, the Air Force is not 
going to commit to using the KC-46A,” said Rep. Kendra 
Horn, a Democrat from Oklahoma. “So I’m concerned about 
that readiness issue there.”  Oklahoma is home to Stratotankers 
and the KC-46 at Altus Air Force Base.

The KC-46 has had many problems, including issues with how 
the boom connects and disconnects from specific aircraft; 
foreign object debris (FOD), such as trash, tools, nuts and 
bolts, found scattered inside multiple planes; a recently rectified 
problem with faulty cargo locks; and a glitch in its Remote 
Vision System software.

Currently, the glitch in the Collins Aerospace-made system 
doesn’t allow an airman to look at a clear, aligned visual of  
the boom connecting to another aircraft. The first tankers were 
delivered to the Air Force in 2019 despite that problem.

“The longer we wait to get that aircraft operational, the longer 
we’re having to extend KC-135s, KC-10s,” Goldfein told the 
Senate committee Tuesday.

In order to avoid tanker gaps, the Air Force hopes to better 
schedule crews operating in high-demand areas such as the 
Middle East, according to Miller.  “We’re using scheduling 
tools to try to be more efficient in the way we schedule tankers, 
downrange and even within the States,” she told Military.com 
last week.  The Air Force has accepted 31 tankers to date, she 
said.  Miller described the ongoing discussions about the RVS 
with Boeing as “intense,” but added there are still other errors, 
such as FOD.  “As far as FOD, Boeing has improved, but they 
are not perfect yet,” she said. “There’s still small amounts of  
FOD that are getting through their process.  

“We monitor Boeing and their processes, and the amount 
of  FOD has greatly decreased but it’s still there,” Miller said.
As a result, the Air Force will withhold some funding to the 
company as long as the issue persists, she said.  “It may take a 
couple years for their process to be clean, but it’s much much 
better than what it was in the past,” Miller added.



A common hypersonic glide body (C-HGB) launches 
from the Pacific Missile Range Facility during a Defense 
Department flight experiment, Kauai, Hawaii, March 19, 
2020. (U.S. Navy/Oscar Sosa)

Navy, Army Flight Test a Common 
Hypersonic Weapon Glide Body

20 Mar 2020 | Military.com | By Oriana Pawlyk

The U.S. Navy and Army, in tandem with the Missile Defense 
Agency, conducted a test of  a hypersonic weapon Thursday in 
the Pentagon’s effort to make the technology an eventual staple 
in the military’s inventory.

The Defense Department announced Friday it had conducted a 
successful flight test of  a hypersonic glide body from the Pacific 
Missile Range Facility in Kauai, Hawaii.  “The U.S. Navy and 
U.S. Army jointly executed the launch of  a common hypersonic 
glide body (C-HGB), which flew at hypersonic speed to a 
designated impact point,” DoD officials said in a news release. 
“Concurrently, the Missile Defense Agency (MDA) monitored 
and gathered tracking data from the flight experiment that will 
inform its ongoing development of  systems designed to defend 
against adversary hypersonic weapons.”

Hypersonic weapons are expected to move at five times the speed 
of  sound or more; the C-HGB was propelled by a modified 
Polaris A3 booster, according to USNI News.

In a memo sent last month to Navy personnel, Acting Navy 
Secretary Thomas Modly said a crucial flight test for the 
glide body was scheduled for later this year.  Modly called the 
development of  hypersonic technologies the “Sputnik” moment 
of  the 21st century, comparing the early 1960s-era Space Race to 
a new global competition that could set the U.S. apart from its 
adversaries into the future.  “In fact, the possible applications of  
hypersonic technologies have already changed the nature of  the 
battlespace, much as nuclear technology did in the past century. 
That is why, when it comes to hypersonic weapons, our command 
today must be ‘All Ahead Full,’” Modly said in the memo.

Like nuclear weapons, officials have said hypersonic weapons 
can act as deterrents, as well as game changers, in responding to 
conflict from hundreds of  miles away. Modly’s memo outlined a 
robust schedule for the Navy, a lead service under the Pentagon’s 
conventional prompt global strike program, which enables the 
U.S. military to strike targets anywhere globally within an hour.

In Friday’s release, officials said the military is planning future 
experiments to expedite the fielding of  “hypersonic warfighting 
capabilities in the early- to mid-2020s.”  ‘’This test builds on the 
success we had with Flight Experiment 1 in October 2017, in 
which our C-HGB achieved sustained hypersonic glide at our 
target distances,’’ said Vice Adm. Johnny R. Wolfe, director of  
the Navy’s Strategic Systems Programs.

The office is the lead designer for the C-HGB, with the Army 
leading production, according to the release.

‘’In this test, we put additional stresses on the system and it was 
able to handle them all, due to the phenomenal expertise of  our 
top-notch team of  individuals from across government, industry 
and academia. Today, we validated our design and are now ready 
to move to the next phase towards fielding a hypersonic strike 
capability,” Wolfe said.

When fielded, it “will comprise the weapon’s conventional 
warhead, guidance system, cabling and thermal protection shield,” 
officials said. The two services are each tailoring individual 
launchers for future land or sea use, the DoD said.



Editor’s Note: Although some of  these 
candidates may no longer be running, this 
is a bi-partisan look at what has been a 
question for decades.     
5 Mar 2020 | Military.com | By 
James Barber
After just 18 states’ primaries or 

caucuses, the field has already narrowed to five presidential 
candidates, including three Democrats and two Republicans.
And even though it’s 2020, we’re still faced with questions about 
our next president’s choices when it came to service in Vietnam.
That’s right: Vietnam service is an issue for the EIGHTH 
consecutive presidential election (1992-2020). Granted, World 
War II veterans were on the ballot in 10 consecutive elections 
(1960-1996), but back then we were considering only guys who 
served and not anyone who figured out a way to skip the war.
We’ve got five candidates who didn’t serve in the Vietnam War 
running for president in 2020. How did each of  them miss out 
on Uncle Sam’s tour of  southeast Asia?
Sen. Bernie Sanders (Independent running as a Democrat)

Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
I-Vt., steps off  a Black 
Hawk helicopter at the 
Afghan National Police 
Academy Feb. 20, 2011 
in Kabul, Afghanistan. 
Sanders was part 
of  a congressional 
delegation visiting 
the NATO Training 

Mission-Afghanistan supported training site.(Photo by Petty 
Officer 2nd Class Ernesto Hernandez Fonte/NATO Training 
Mission Afghanistan)
Remember when everyone thought Sen. Robert Dole was 
positively geriatric when he was the Republican nominee in 1996? 
Bob had just turned 73 the July before Election Day. Sanders will 
be 79 years old on Election Day. That’s older than Ronald Reagan 
was when he left office, and lots of  folks thought Ronnie was 
ancient.
Bernie’s relationship with the military and Vietnam is complicated. 
He applied for conscientious objector status and once said he 
wouldn’t have served in the military if  drafted. But Bernie turned 
26 before his draft number came up and didn’t have to decide 
whether to serve in Vietnam because he was TOO OLD. That’s 
right, America. We’re eight elections into what we’ll call the 
“Vietnam Cycle,” and we’ve got a guy who didn’t have to avoid 
the draft because he was a relative fossil.

How All the Remaining Presidential Candidates 
Avoided Service in Vietnam

Former Vice President Joe Biden (Democrat)
Former Vice President of  the United States, Joe Biden, salutes 
the hosting element 
as he prepares to 
take his seat as the 
guest of  honor 
during a Tuesday 
Sunset Parade at the 
Lincoln Memorial, 
Washington D.C., July 
10, 2018. (Photo by 
Lance Cpl. Damon 
M c l e a n / M a r i n e 
Barracks Washington, 8th & I)
Also old? Joe Biden. On the plus side, he’s more than a year 
younger than Sanders. Biden got five student deferments during 
the Vietnam era (a distinction he shares with fellow former Vice 
President Dick Cheney). His teenage asthma attacks landed 
him a Selective Service classification of  1-Y in 1968, ending the 
question of  whether he’d ever be drafted.
Former Gov. Bill Weld (Republican)
The former Massachusetts governor has positioned himself  as 
the last, best hope for 
Republican Never-
Trumpers. Weld is a 
relative youngster in 
the field at age 74.
Some families have 
long histories of  
military service. The 
Welds do their time at 
Harvard, with the first 
graduating in 1650 (not a typo). There’s even a dorm named after 
the family on campus.
Bill employed some positively (Bill) Clinton-esque gyrations to 
stay out of  the military. He was certified 1-A four years in a row 
and passed at least two Army physicals. He was declared eligible 
for the draft in 1968 and launched a series of  unsuccessful 
appeals.
In 1969, Weld was drafted anyway. He somehow got his records 
transferred from his hometown of  Smithtown, New York, to 
Cambridge, Massachusetts (the town with buildings named after 
his family) and remembered some back problems. Poof! No 
more draft concerns.

— Continued on Page 26



In this file photo from Sept. 15, 2019, Tony Jaber, a WWII 
veteran who served with the 30th Infantry Division, looks 
out over the rows of  headstones at the Henri-Chapelle 
American Cemetery and Memorial in Belgium where more 
than 300 Old Hickory soldiers who died during World War 
II are buried. (Mary Junell/U.S. Army)

Trump Honors National Guard’s 
Old Hickory Division for Heroic 

Fight in 1944 Battle

21 Mar 2020 | Military.com | By Matthew Cox

President Donald Trump recently announced that the U.S. Army 
will award the Presidential Unit Citation to the National Guard’s 
Old Hickory Division for its heroic stand against Nazi armored 
forces after the Normandy invasion in World War II.

In early August 1944, the soldiers of  the 30th Infantry Division 
found themselves in hasty defensive positions around the small 
town of  Mortain, France, facing a withering attack from an 
entire German Panzer Corps, according to an account of  the 
fight in a March 18 White House news release.

Adolf  Hitler ordered his Panzer force to cut through the 30th 
in an attempt at keeping American forces from breaking out of  
the Normandy beachhead and into the open countryside.  “The 
situation they faced on Aug. 6, 1944, was dire,” Trump said in the 
release. “They found themselves confronted by overwhelming 
enemy armor, and the German Panzers broke through their 
lines.”

But the 30th ID soldiers kept fighting. Unit cooks, clerks and 
drivers were pressed into service as riflemen. The division’s 
artillery protected its encircled and isolated elements with a 
constant barrage of  fire.  American and British aircraft began 
providing close-air support on the morning of  Aug. 7 after a 
long night of  fighting.

By the afternoon of  Aug. 7, the German attack stalled, and the 
division quickly counterattacked to relieve its trapped elements, 
through another five days of  fierce fighting, according to the 
release’s account of  the battle.

More than 2,000 Old Hickory Division soldiers were killed or 

President Donald Trump (Republican)
President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump pose 
for a photo with U.S. 
Airmen on Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany, 
Dec. 27, 2018. (U.S. 
Air Force/Staff  Sgt. 
Timothy Moore)
Compared to the other 
three men on this list, 
President Trump came 
the closest to actual 
military service during his high school years at the New York 
Military Academy.
During his college years, Trump received four student 
deferments. After being classified 1-A in July 1968, the future 
president obtained a medical deferment in October and was 
classified 1-Y. He finally got a 4-F classification for bone spurs 
in 1972.
Rep. Tulsi Gabbard (Democrat)
Maj. Tulsi Gabbard, Hawaii Army National Guard military police 
officer, reviews the operation design process with a Tentara 
Nasional Indonesia 
officer during a group 
break out, Jakarta, 
Indonesia, August 
19, 2019. (Photo by 
Tech. Sgt. Andrew 
Jackson/State of  
Hawaii, Department of  
Defense, Public Affairs 
Office)
Gabbard hasn’t yet scored a win (or a place or even a show) in any 
of  the primaries or caucuses so far, but she seems determined to 
ride out her campaign for as long as she can keep things going.
The congressional rep from Hawaii used a novel ruse to avoid 
the Vietnam draft: She avoided being born for almost 16 years 
after the last helicopter took off  from the embassy roof  in 
Saigon. What better way is there to avoid service in an (allegedly) 
unpopular war?
Gabbard stands out from the pack in one important regard: 
She’s served in the United States military and seen action in a 
war zone. She served in a field medical unit of  the Hawaii Army 
National Guard in Iraq from 2004 to 2005. Gabbard was also 
deployed to Kuwait from 2008 to 2009 as an Army Military 
Police platoon leader.
Thus concludes our 2020 Vietnam War service voting guide. 
Unless an ancient President Sanders or Biden is running for 
re-election in 2024, this is probably our last opportunity to go 
deep on the Vietnam-era draft. Let’s look for some modern-day 
veterans on the ballot next time.

Candidates (Continued from page 25)

— Continued on Page 27



Old Hickory (Continued from page 26)

wounded during the weeklong battle. After the war, eight units 
within the 30th ID were recognized with the prestigious honor, 
according to the release.

“I am proud to direct the Army to honor the remainder of  the 
division and attached units with the Presidential Unit Citation for 
their heroic stand at Mortain,” Trump said in the release. “This 
action rightfully recognizes our veterans who triumphed against 
incredible odds, as well as those who died during a critical battle 
that helped ensure the Allied victory in Europe.”

The Presidential Unit Citation is awarded to units for 
extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy since 
Dec. 7, 1941.

The National Guard’s 30th ID -- which is now the 30th Armored 
Brigade Combat Team -- was nicknamed the Old Hickory 
Division because its soldiers hailed from North and South 
Carolina, Tennessee and Georgia -- all states closely associated 
with President Andrew Jackson.

“We are extremely happy for 30th Infantry Division veterans 
and their families,” Maj. Gen. Todd Hunt, adjutant general 
of  the North Carolina National Guard, said in a recent news 
release. “We are honored to carry on the lineage and colors of  
‘Old Hickory’ in our 30th Armored Brigade Combat Team that 
is currently deployed to the Middle East.

Four Key Differences Between 
the Green Berets and Delta Force

13 Mar 2020 | We Are The Mighty | By Christian Lowe

The Army's 1st Special 
Forces Operational 
Detachment - Delta 
— or "Delta Force" 
or CAG (for Combat 
Applications Group) or 
whatever its latest code 
name might be — is 
one of  the best door 

kicking-units in the world.

From raining hell on al Qaeda in the early days of  the war in 
Afghanistan to going after the "deck of  cards" in Iraq, the super-
secretive counterterrorism 
unit knows how to 
dispatch America's top 
targets.

But during the wars after 
9/11, Delta's brethren in 
the Army Special Forces 
were tasked with many 
similar missions, going 
after top targets and 
kicking in a few doors for 
themselves. And Delta has 
a lot of  former Special 
Forces soldiers in its ranks, 
so their cultures became even more closely aligned.

That's why it's not surprising that some might be a bit confused 
on who does what and how each of  the units is separate and 
distinct from one another.

In fact, as America's involvement in Iraq started to wind down, 
the new commander of  the Army Special Warfare Center and 
School — the place where all SF soldiers are trained — made it 
a point to draw the distinction between his former teammates in 
Delta and the warriors of  the Green Berets.

"I hate analogies like the 'pointy end of  the spear,' " said then 
school chief  Maj. Gen. Bennett Sacolick.

"We're not designed to hunt people down and kill them," 
Sacolick said. "We have that capability and we have forces that 
specialize in that. But ultimately what we do that nobody else 
does is work with our indigenous partner nations."

So, in case you were among the confused, here are four key 
differences between Delta and Special Forces:

1. Delta, what Delta?
With the modern media market, blogs, 24-hour news cycles and 

social media streams where everyone's an expert, it's tough to 
keep a secret these days. And particularly after 9/11 with the 
insatiable appetite for news and information on the war against 
al Qaeda, it was going to be hard to keep "Delta Force" from 
becoming a household name.

The dam actually broke with Mark Bowden's seminal work on a 
night of  pitched fighting in Mogadishu, Somalia, in 1993, which 
later became the book "Black Hawk Down." Delta figured 
prominently in that work — and the movie that followed.

Previously, Delta Force had been deemed secret, its members 
signing legally binding agreements that subjected them to prison 
if  they spoke about "The Unit." Known as a "Tier 1" special 
operations unit, Delta, along with SEAL Team 6, are supposed 
to remain "black" and unknown to the public.

Even when they're killed in battle, the Army refuses to disclose 
their true unit.

Special Forces, on the other hand, are considered Tier 2 or "white 
SOF," with many missions that are known to the public and even 

Delta Force operators in 
Afghanistan, their faces censored 
to protect their privacy. (Courtesy of  
Dalton Fury.)

— Continued on Page 28



Differences (Continued from page 27)

encourage media coverage. Sure, the Green Berets often operate 
in secret, but unlike Delta, their existence isn't one.
2. Building guerrilla armies.
This is where the Special Forces differs from every other unit 
in the U.S. military. When the Green Berets were established in 
the 1950s, Army leaders recognized that the fight against Soviet 
Communism would involve counter insurgencies and guerrilla 
warfare fought in the shadows rather than armored divisions 
rolling across the Fulda Gap.

So the Army Special 
Forces, later known 
as the Green Berets, 
were created with the 
primary mission of  what 
would later be called 
"unconventional warfare" 
— the covert assistance 
of  foreign resistance 
forces and subversion of  
local governments.
"Unconventional warfare 
missions allow U.S. Army 
soldiers to enter a country 

covertly and build relationships with local militia," the Army 
says. "Operatives train the militia in a variety of  tactics, including 
subversion, sabotage, intelligence collection and unconventional 
assisted recovery, which can be employed against enemy threats."
According to Sean Naylor's "Relentless Strike" — which 
chronicles the formation of  Joint Special Operations Command 
that includes Delta, SEAL Team 6 and other covert commando 
units — Delta's main mission was to execute "small, high-intensity 
operations of  short duration" like raids and capture missions. 
While Delta operators surely know how to advise and work with 
foreign guerrilla groups, like they did during operations in Tora 
Bora in Afghanistan, that's not their main function like it is for 
Green Berets.
3. Assessment and selection.
When Col. Charles Beckwith established Delta Force in 1977, 
he'd spent some time with the British Special Air Service to model 
much of  his new unit's organization and mission structure. In 
fact, Delta has units dubbed "squadrons" in homage to that SAS 
lineage.
But most significantly, Beckwith adopted a so-called "assessment 
and selection" regime that aligns closely with how the Brits pick 
their top commandos. Delta operators have to already have some 
time in the service (the unit primarily picks from soldiers, but 
other service troops like Marines have been known to try out) and 
be at least an E4 with more than two years left in their enlistment.
From what former operators have written, the selection is a 
brutal, mind-bending hike through (nowadays) the West Virginia 

This Green Beret is helping Afghan 
soldiers battle insurgents and 
terrorists in that country. (Photo from 
U.S. Army)

mountains where candidates are given vague instructions, miles 
of  ruck humps and psychological examinations to see if  they can 
be trusted to work in the most extreme environments alone or in 
small teams under great risk of  capture or death.
Special Forces, on the other hand, have fairly standard physical 
selection (that doesn't mean it's easy) and training dubbed the Q 
Course that culminates 
in a major guerrilla 
wargame called "Robin 
Sage."  The point of  
Robin Sage is to put the 
wannabe Green Berets 
through a simulated 
u n c o n v e n t i o n a l 
warfare scenario to 
see how they could 
adapt to a constantly 
changing environment 
and still keep their 
mission on track.
4. Size matters
Army Special Forces is a much larger organization than Delta 
Force, which is a small subset of  Army Special Operations 
Command.
The Green Berets are divided up into five active duty and two 
National Guard groups, comprised of  multiple battalions of  
Special Forces soldiers divided into Operational Detachments, 
typically dubbed "ODAs." These are the troopers who parachute 
into bad guy land and help make holy hell for the dictator du jour.
It was ODA teams that infiltrated Afghanistan with the Northern 
Alliance and Pashtun groups like the one run by Hamid Karzai 
that overturned the Taliban.

These Special Forces 
Groups are regionally 
focused and based 
throughout the U.S. and 
overseas.
Delta, on the other 
hand, has a much 
smaller footprint, with 
estimates ranging from 
1,000 to 1,500 operators 
divided into four assault 
squadrons and three 
support squadrons. 
Naylor's "Relentless 

Strike" even hints that Delta might have women in its ranks to 
help infiltrate operators into foreign countries for reconnaissance 
missions.
And while Special Forces units are based around the world, Delta 
has a single headquarters in a compound ringed with concertina 
wire at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

Army Special Forces are the only special 
operations group trained specifically to 
aid insurgents in overthrowing foreign 
governments. (Photo from U.S. Army)

Delta is a small, elite unit that 
specializes in direct action and other 
counter-terrorism missions. (Photo 
from YouTube)



‘This Will Live in Your Memories Forever’

An unidentified soldier and Capt. Eli A. Bohnen 
of  the 42nd Infantry Division observe Passover on 
March 28, 1945, in Dahn, Germany. More than 1,500 
soldiers attended the historic ceremony after capturing 
the town in southwest Germany. (Photo Courtesy of  the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum)

Editor’s Note: Thank you to the VFW for publishing this 
article on page 42 of  your magazine last month, and thank 
you to JWV NJ Post 126 Colonel (Ret.) Nelson Mellitz for 
sharing.
March 2020 | VFW Magazine | By Patrick J. Chaisson

U.S. Jewish troops fighting with the 42nd Infantry Division in 
Europe during World War II used a lull in battle to observe 
Passover. It was the first such ceremony in Germany in seven 
years.

Not since 1938 had anyone in Nazi Germany dared to hold a 
Seder, the traditional religious feast marking the beginning of  
Passover, a Jewish holiday celebrating the Hebrews’ liberation 
from slavery in Egypt. For Jews in Adolf  Hitler’s Germany, 
observing Passover was to risk persecution and death.

By March 1945, though, fast-moving Allied armies had entered 
Germany on their way to Berlin. Among those fighting to defeat 
the Nazi regime were many Jewish-American servicemen. 
To meet their spiritual needs, the U.S. Army commissioned a 
number of  rabbis as chaplains.

Capt. Eli A. Bohnen, a military rabbi from Providence, R.I., 
served with the 42nd Infantry Division. Nicknamed the 
“Rainbow Division” for its colorful unit patch, this outfit had 
just seized the small town of  Dahn, about 105 miles southwest 
of  Frankfurt. After enduring weeks of  constant combat, the 
soldiers of  the Rainbow Division rested there for several days.

Bohnen saw this pause as an opportunity to celebrate the 
Seder with his soldiers. He began by obtaining permission 
from Division Commander Maj. Gen. Harry Collins. Collins 
authorized Rabbi Bohnen’s ceremonial meal in a meeting house 
once used for Nazi party rallies. Chaplain’s Assistant Cpl. Eli 
Heimberg was responsible for obtaining the food and drink.

“The Seder was attended by over 1,500 soldiers,” Heimberg 
told the National Museum of  American Jewish Military History 
in 2016. “Since fresh eggs and wine were two essentials to a 
ritual Seder, we had to travel back into France to get eight carts 
of  eggs and cases of  sweet wine. Supervising the preparation 
for the Seder meal were G.I. cooks who had the local citizenry 
waiting the tables and cleaning up.”

Essential to a proper Seder is the Haggadah, a prayer book 
written to help worshippers fully appreciate the service. But 
possession of  a Haggadah (properly called “The Telling”) had 

long been banned throughout Germany. How was Bohnen 
going to obtain enough copies for over a thousand celebrants?

“Fortunately, we had one copy of  a Haggadah,’’ he recalled. “We 
used the Division’s offset press to print portions of  the Seder 
for the men. This ‘Rainbow Haggadah’ was the first Hebrew 
publication in Germany since the beginning of  the war.”

Bohnen also explained how workers readied their printing press.

“The soldiers who did the actual printing told us that when they 
had to clean the press before printing the Haggadah, the only 
rags available were some Nazi flags, which for once served a 
useful purpose;’ he said.

Wearing a tallis (prayer shawl) over his combat fatigues, Bohnen 
led this hastily-organized Seder on March 28, 1945. Jewish-
American soldiers from the Rainbow Division and other U.S. 
Army outfits filled the meeting hall.

Afterward, Gen. Collins told attendees why the ceremony was 
so important.

“I am sure this Passover will live in your memories forever,” he 
said. ‘’You celebrate it in Germany. the land in which Hitler said 
no Passover would be celebrated for at least a thousand years.”

Those soldiers who observed the Seder at Dahn would soon 
witness many unspeakable horrors in places like Dachau 
Concentration Camp. Yet the spiritual support offered them 
by chaplains such as Rabbi Eli Bohnen strengthened their faith 
and helped them win final victory over Nazi Germany.



The ‘Real’ Forrest Gump: 
Medal of Honor Recipient Sammy L. Davis

Sammy L. Davis receives 
the Medal of  Honor from 
President Lyndon B. 
Johnson.

Military.com | By Peter Collier

Sammy Davis took some ribbing in the Army because he shared 
a name with the famous entertainer. Much later, long after his 
military days were over, he would again gain acclaim among his 
old comrades, this time as the “real” Forrest Gump.

Davis enlisted in the Army directly out of  high school in 1965. 
Volunteering for the artillery because his father had been an 
artilleryman in World War II, he was assigned to the 4th Artillery. 
Soon after completing training, he asked to be sent to Vietnam.

Early on November 18, 1967, his unit of  11 guns and 42 
men was helicoptered into an area west of  Cai Lay to set up a 
forward fire-support base -- Firebase Cudgel -- for American 
infantrymen operating in the area.

Shortly after midnight the next morning, Private First Class 
Davis’s Battery C came under heavy mortar attack. Almost 
simultaneously, an estimated fifteen hundred Vietcong soldiers 
launched an intense ground assault, failing to overrun the 
Americans only because a river separated the two forces.

Davis’s squad was operating a 105 mm howitzer that fired 
eighteen thousand beehive darts in each shell. When he saw how 
close the enemy had come, Davis took over a machine gun and 
provided covering fire for his gun crew. But an enemy recoilless 
rifle round scored a direct hit on the howitzer, knocking the crew 
from the weapon and blowing Davis sideways into a foxhole.  
Convinced that the heavily outnumbered Americans couldn’t 
survive the attack, he decided to fire off  at least one round from 
the damaged artillery piece before being overrun. He struggled 
to his feet, rammed a shell into the gun, and fired point-blank at 
the Vietcong who were advancing five deep directly in front of  
the weapon; the beehive round cut them down.

An enemy mortar round exploded nearby, knocking Davis to 
the ground, but he got up and kept firing the howitzer. When 
there were no more rounds left, he fired a white phosphorus 
shell, and then the last round he had -- a “propaganda shell” 
filled with leaflets.

At this point, he heard yelling 
from the other side of  the 
river and realized that GIs had 
been cut off  there. Despite the 
fact that he didn’t know how 
to swim, he got in the water 
and paddled across on an air 
mattress from the American 
camp; other GIs followed him.  
Scrambling up the bank, he 
found three wounded soldiers, 
one of  them suffering from a 
head wound that looked fatal. 
He gave them all morphine 
and provided covering fire as 
another GI helped the most 
gravely wounded soldier across 
the river, then pulled the other 
two through the water on the air 
mattress to the fire base.

He eventually made his way to an American howitzer crew and 
resumed the fight. Sometime before dawn, he was seriously 
wounded in the back and buttocks by friendly fire.

While he was in the 
hospital, Davis heard that 
he was to be sent home. 
He petitioned General 
William Westmoreland 
to be allowed to stay with 
his unit. Permission was 
granted, although Davis 
was still so hobbled by 
his wounds that he was 
taken off  the line and 
made a cook.

On November 19, 1968, 
exactly one year and one 
day after the nightlong 
firefight at Cai Lay, Davis 
received the Medal of  
Honor from President 
Lyndon Johnson.

Years later, footage of  LBJ putting the medal around Davis’s 
neck appeared in the movie Forrest Gump (with Tom Hanks’s 
head substituted for Davis’s), and Gump’s fictional Medal of  
Honor citation was loosely based on Davis’s real one.

Sammy L. Davis, Private First 
Class, U.S. Army Battery C, 
2nd Battalion, 4th Artillery, 
9th Infantry Division (image © 
2003 by N)

Sammy L. Davis receives his Medal 
of  Honor (top), an image that would 
be repurposed for a similar moment 
in the movie Forrest Gump



75th Anniversary: 10 things you don’t know about 
the Battle of Iwo Jima

19 Feb 2020 | By Joslin Joseph
The Marines will be the first to tell you they have "fought in every 
clime and place" from the "halls of  Montezuma to the shores of  
Tripoli." The history of  the Corps is steeped in legendary heroism 
and ferocious battles. From Chapultepec to Belleau Wood to 
Fallujah, the Marines have made a name for themselves throughout 
our country's history.
But there is one battle that stands out.  Iwo Jima.
Ask any Marine about Iwo Jima, and you will see instant reverence in 
their eyes. "Uncommon valor was a common virtue" was the phrase 
used to describe the spirit of  the men that fought that battle.
The landing on Iwo Jima took place 75 years ago today. Located 
about 750 miles from mainland Japan, Iwo Jima was a volcanic rock 
that both sides viewed as an important objective of  the American's 
island-hopping campaign. For the Americans, the airfields there 
meant both easier and shorter routes to mainland Japan as well as 
helping clear the air of  fighters that would intercept such bombers.
The Japanese simply knew that the capture of  Iwo put the Americans 
one step closer to their homeland.
What followed next was one of  the most ferocious battles man has 
ever waged.
Much has been written about the battle and its effect on history. Here 
are some of  the more interesting things about the battle of  Iwo Jima.

1. Iwo Jima was first discovered by Spanish explorers. 
In 1543, a ship located the island and landed to explore the newly 
found land. They gave it the name "Sulphur Island." When translated 
roughly to Japanese, it was called Io To, or Iwo Jima. The Japanese 
didn't arrive at the island until the end of  the 16th century.

2. The Japanese knew they were going to lose the battle. 
As historians poured over Japanese war records after the war was 
over, they found that the Japanese knew the battle was a sure loss. 
The Japanese Imperial Navy was all but vanquished in the Pacific. 
The Japanese Air Force was almost obliterated as well. The Japanese 
had lost quite a few planes and had to keep as many as close to 
their mainland as possible. Even worse than the lack of  planes was 
a shortage of  pilots. The Americans would send experienced pilots 
back home to train more pilots. The Japanese didn't do that. They 
kept their experienced pilots out, and as they suffered heavy losses, 
there was a shortfall in experience and numbers.
As a result, the Japanese changed the strategy of  the defense of  the 
island to be one of  attrition. They figured the Americans would win. 
They just wanted to make them pay dearly for it. Hideki Tojo, the 
Prime Minister of  Japan, summoned Lieutenant General Tadamichi 
Kuribayashi to his office and told him to defend Iwo Jima to the last 
man as a means to buy time. Kuribayashi, who came from a Samurai 
family, accepted the mission and set off  for the island to set up a 
unique defense that the Americans had not seen yet.

3. The Japanese wanted to dissuade the Americans from 
attacking the mainland.
Kuribayashi changed the 
way the island would be 
defended. Instead of  
fighting the Americans on 
the beaches, he would allow 
them to land uncontested 
on the island. He knew the 
black volcanic sand, which 
had dunes up to 15 feet 
tall, could bog down the 
Americans, so he figured to let them all on before opening fire. He 
had the beach zeroed in by artillery and mortars to the last inch. 
On the island's interior, he set up defensive positions in a new way. 
The fortifications and tunnels allowed the Japanese soldiers to retake 
positions that had already been overrun. On an island that was just 
eight square miles, there were over 11 miles of  tunnels the Japanese 
could use.
The intended effect was to inflict as much damage as possible to 
the American forces. By dragging out this conflict and inflicting 
casualties, the Japanese hoped that the carnage would dissuade the 
U.S. from attacking the Japanese mainland.

4. The US thought the battle would last only a week.
It's not that the Americans thought less of  the Japanese. It was 
at this point they thought they knew what they were going to do. 
After victories through the South Pacific from Guadalcanal to the 
Philippines, the U.S. military thought they had a winning plan. Start 
with a devastating naval bombardment, get the men on the beach, 
provide them with close air support, and take the airfields quickly. 
They did that but realized way too soon that the naval bombardment 
didn't do much damage, the Japanese actually wanted the Americans 
to land, and that they had to fight for every square inch of  the island. 
The initial weeklong projection turned out to be five weeks of  some 
of  the worst fighting the Americans had seen to that point.

5. The beach was hell on earth.
After taking the naval and air 
bombardment, the Japanese 
allowed the Marines to 
congregate on the beach. 
Many thought that the 
Japanese were killed in the 
immense bombardment, but 
unfortunately, they were wrong. 
Kuribayashi told his troops to 
wait one hour before opening 

fire. When the Marines were massed on the beach and started to 
move forward slowly through the volcanic ash, they were shocked 
to learn the hard way that the Japanese had every inch of  the beach 
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sighted in and had to race off  the beach while under intense artillery, 
mortar, and machine gun fire.
One account from the beach …
Within a minute a mortar shell exploded among the group ... his left 
foot and ankle hung from his leg, held on by a ribbon of  flesh ... 
Within minutes a second round landed near him and fragments tore 
into his other leg. For nearly an hour he wondered where the next shell 
would land. He was soon to find out as a shell burst almost on top of  
him, wounding him for the third time in the shoulder. Almost at once 
another explosion bounced him several feet into the air and hot shards 
ripped into both thighs ... as he lifted his arm to look at his watch a 
mortar shell exploded only feet away and blasted the watch from his 
wrist and tore a large jagged hole in his forearm: "I was beginning to 
know what it must be like to be crucified," he was later to say.
By the end of  the first day, over 30,000 Marines had landed, and the 
island was cut into two. However, upon seeing the initial casualty 
lists from the day's carnage, General Howlin' Mad Smith remarked, 
"I don't know who he is, but the Japanese general running this show 
is one smart bastard."

6. For the only time in the war, the Marines had more 
casualties than the Japanese.
The Marines went into Iwo Jima with a 3:1 advantage in terms of  
troops. At the end of  the five-week battle, they would have 26,000 
casualties versus 18,000 for the Japanese. One of  the men killed on 
the beach was Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone. Basilone was a hero 
on Guadalcanal who earned the Medal of  Honor for his actions 
there. As the intense bombardment came down, Basilone was last 
seen yelling for men to move off  the beach. He was among the many 
killed that day. By the end of  the battle, many more would die. While 
the Marines had more casualties than the Japanese, they had about 
one third less killed. Of  the 18,000 Japanese soldiers who fought on 
the island, only 221 were captured. Most of  the captured were either 
knocked unconscious or incapacitated.

7. There were few banzai charges so the Americans 
improvised.
The Americans factored in banzai or human wave attacks when 
they did their initial estimate of  the length of  the battle. In fact, the 
Japanese general prohibited such attacks as he knew that they didn't 
work. He wanted his men to fight to the death, but he wanted to take 
as many Americans out as they could.
The Americans wouldn't deal with that. Realizing quickly that 
firearms and close air support weren't cutting it, the Marines adapted 
on the fly as they have throughout their history. They started 
using flamethrowers, (badass men as well as on modified tanks) to 
eradicate the Japanese. Once they realized the tunnel system allowed 
the enemy to reoccupy positions that had been overtaken, they just 
started flame-throwing everything that they saw… over and over 
again.
It worked. The Japanese tunnel system ended up becoming the 
graves of  countless Japanese soldiers. Only toward the end, when 
food and supplies were low, did Kuribayashi allow banzai charges so 
his men would die "with honor."

8. Americans at home thought the battle was over fast.

The iconic photo by Joe Rosenthal, which showed Marines hoisting 
the flag on Mt. Suribachi, was the American people's first view of  
the battle. It was taken on February 23, 
four days after the initial assault. The 
picture was released by the AP two days 
later, where it was published by virtually 
every newspaper in the free world. In an 
age, before social media, television, and 
satellite feeds, many assumed the battle 
was over based on the picture. It wasn't.
As the battle raged on and the casualties 
mounted, Americans at home wondered 
why so many boys had to die for a small 
piece of  rock.

9. How important was Iwo Jima and the effect of the 
battle?
Even before the battle's conclusion, the U.S. military started using 
the airfields on Iwo Jima for bombing runs on Japan. Planes that 
were damaged during their runs now had a shorter trip to base, so 
they had a better chance of  surviving. Fighters could now use the 
base to refuel and accompany their bombers to Japan. However, 
people wondered if  the same things could have happened had the 
Americans attacked elsewhere. The Americans also found out that 
the radar used by the Japanese on Iwo was not really beneficial as 
the Japanese already had other radar installations that did the same 
job. The battle's need was a contentious matter as early as the end of  
hostilities on Iwo Jima.
One effect the battle did have was on the end of  the war. After Iwo 
Jima, another horrible battle took place on Okinawa. By this point, 
the Japanese realized that Kuribayashi's strategy worked. They could 
inflict major losses on the Americans and turn public opinion against 
the war. The Americans learned too and proceeded to unleash longer 
more devastating bombardments on Okinawa in the lead-up and more 
aggressive use of  flamethrowers and incendiary devices on Japanese 
soldiers and civilians caught in the crossfire, to horrific results.
When the final obstacle to the Japanese mainland fell, Americans 
looked at other ways to end the war and avoid the bloodbath that 
Iwo Jima and Okinawa wrought.
They found it in recently developed atomic weapons.

10. Uncommon valor was a common virtue.
Regardless of  if  Iwo Jima was strategically worth it, the Marines still 
viewed the battle as a badge of  honor. They were not part of  the 
planning or strategy but were told to take the island. They did.
They asked for a 10-day bombardment and got three. They adapted 
to a terrible situation and came out ahead. They looked death in the 
face and, as Marines usually do, didn't even get fazed.
Eighty-two Medals of  Honor were awarded to Marines during World 
War II. Twenty-two of  them (28%) were earned on Iwo Jima alone. 
There is only one awardee alive today, Woody Williams, who earned 
the medal for using his flamethrower to wipe out numerous enemy 
emplacements.
On this 75th anniversary, to those who fought in that terrible battle 
and to the families left behind, We Are the Mighty salutes you.

Semper Fidelis
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