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COMMANDER’S     COMMANDER’S     
                      CORNERCORNER

I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable July 4th weekend.  As 
you all know, cases are on the rise in Florida as well as at least 31 
other states.  This means continued vigilance and care to stay safe.  
Hopefully soon this pandemic will be a thing of  the past.  Until 
then, take precautions stay safe, stay healthy.

As you know, the VA hospital has been on lockdown since February 
and remains so.  We have not been able to take the vets out for the 
monthly lunches and events.  Instead, on Thursday, July 2nd we 
treated approximately 60 patients in the Spinal Cord Injury unit 
to a lunch from Hooters.  Thanks to those who came out to help 
deliver the lunch.  We had to turn over the food at the entrance 
to staff  personnel as we were not allowed in the building.  Many 
thanks to the staff  and management of  Hooters for giving us a 
generous discount on the lunch!  See the photos in this issue.

Also, a big thank you to Bruce and Phyllis Shur for their generous 
donation to our Memorial Day collection.  Todah Rabah Bruce 
and Phyllis!

I would like to wish Marilyn Lehman, Bobbsie Rifkin, Mo Battino, 
and Anita Adlin a speedy recovery from their recent surgeries.  We 
are here if  you need any assistance.

Join me in wishing an incredibly happy birthday to Mo Battino, July 
22nd, Joe Lehman, August 17th, and Larry Klapper, August 22nd.  If  
I missed anyone, please let me know.

The JWV National Convention scheduled for August will be held 
virtually Sunday August 23rd through Thursday August 27th.  A 
schedule can be found on page 11 of  the latest issue of  The Jewish 
Veteran.  Details are also on the National website,  JWV.Org.  
There is a nominal registration fee of  $18.  To be able to speak or 
vote you will have to register and pay the fee, which can be done on 
the national website. The sessions are not all day – you can “tune 
in” for those that you are interested in.  This is a great opportunity 
for those who have never attended an annual convention.  You can 
save the travel and hotel expenses, just tune in for the parts you 
want while sitting back and relaxing at home.

Our next meeting will be Sunday September 13th, hopefully back at 
the VA, otherwise virtual.

Enjoy your summer and please stay safe and healthy!

Larry

A man joined a 
multinational company 
as a trainee. On his 
first day he dialed the 
cafeteria and shouted 
into the phone, "Get 
me a coffee quickly!"
The voice from the other side responded, "You fool. 
You've dialed the wrong extension! Do you know who 
you're talking to, dumbo?"
"No" replied the trainee.
"It's the CEO of  the company, you fool!"
The trainee shouted back, "And do you know who YOU 
are talking to, you fool?"
"No," replied the CEO.
"Good!" replied the trainee as he put down the phone.

Other Post 373 members met the Hooters pick up team outside 
the SCI Unit to help drop off  the sumptuous luncheon for 
the residents. From left to right: Bruce Shur, Jack Rudowsky, 
Boris Stern, Larry Jasper, Jim Marenus, Steve Falkowitz; 
Seated: Geoff  Hopkins, Supervisor of  Recreational Therapy 
at James A. Haley VA Hospital.

Members of  JWV Post 373 pick up lunch at Hooters for 
the residents at the James A. Haley VA Center’s SCI Unit 
on Thursday, July 2, 2020.  Included in the photo are several 
Hooters girls, and from left to right:: Jim Marenus, Jack 
Rudowsky, Steve Falkowitz, and Larry Jasper.



With a View Toward Iran, Israel Launches Spy Satellite

— Continued on Page 4

7 Jul 2020 | The Associated Press | By Josef  Federman
JERUSALEM — Israel said it successfully launched a new spy 
satellite into space on Monday as its leaders hinted it was behind 
a massive fire at an Iranian nuclear site last week — potentially 
ratcheting up a long-running covert war.
If  Israel was responsible for the fire at the heavily fortified Natanz 
facility, it would mark another in 
a series of  daring strikes against 
Iran’s nuclear program attributed 
to Israel, while also risking Iranian 
retaliation on either Israeli or 
Western targets.
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu hailed the launch of  
the new Ofek 16 satellite, the 
latest addition to a fleet deployed 
over the past two decades.
“The success of  the Ofek 16 
satellite very much increases 
our ability to act against Israel’s 
enemies, near and far alike,” 
he told his Cabinet. “It greatly 
expands our ability to act on land, 
at sea, in the air and also in space.”
Netanyahu did not mention Iran 
or last week’s fire. But the Islamic 
Republic is Israel’s top security 
concern and a target of  its satellite intelligence-gathering efforts.
After initially playing down last Thursday’s fire, Iranian officials 
over the weekend confirmed the blaze was much more powerful 
than initially indicated and that advanced centrifuges at the top-
secret facility had been damaged. Iran’s nuclear agency said the 
damage to the centrifuges, which are used to enrich uranium 
for both civilian and military purposes, could delay research and 
development for the “medium term.”
A new satellite photo released Monday by Planet Labs Inc. 
showed extensive damage to the centrifuge facility. The image, 
taken Sunday, shows the roof  apparently torn away by the blast 
and debris scattered across the ground.
Iran has not directly blamed the fire on Israel or anyone else.
Israel, which accuses Iran of  trying to develop nuclear weapons, 
has neither confirmed nor denied involvement in the fire. But a 
growing pile of  evidence is pointing toward Israel — one of  the 
few countries with the motivation and capability to pull it off.
In a speech on Sunday, Israeli Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi 
noted that it was Israel’s long-term strategy to prevent Iran from 
gaining the ability to build a nuclear weapon. He made no mention 
of  the Natanz incident but noted that Israel takes “actions that 
are better left unsaid.”
A group calling itself  the “Cheetahs of  the Homeland” has 
claimed responsibility for the fire. The fact that Iran experts have 
never heard of  the group, and that Iranian opposition groups 

denied involvement, has raised questions about possible foreign 
involvement. The group, claiming its members were dissidents 
from Iranian security services, referred to the site as “Kashan,” 
the home of  a one-time Jewish community, instead of  the modern 
name of  Natanz.
Israel and the U.S. are believed to have created the “Stuxnet” 

computer virus, which attacked 
Iran’s nuclear program a decade 
ago. At the time, Ashkenazi was 
Israel’s military chief  of  staff.
More recently, Israel uncovered 
what it called Iran’s “nuclear 
archive,” a collection of  thousands 
of  documents seized by Mossad 
agents from a Tehran warehouse 
in 2018. Israel says the documents 
prove that Iran intended to 
develop nuclear weapons and hid 
its efforts from the international 
community. Earlier this year, 
Israel was suspected of  crippling 
an Iranian port in a hacking attack 
in response to an alleged Iranian 
cyber attack that targeted Israel’s 
water supply.
The Natanz fire came less than a 
week after an explosion in an area 

east of  Tehran that analysts believe hides an underground tunnel 
system and missile production sites.
Iran has long claimed its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes 
only. The International Atomic Energy Agency, the U.N.’s nuclear 
watchdog, says Iran has been enriching uranium to about 4.5% 
purity — below weapons grade but higher than the terms of  
the 2015 U.S.-led international nuclear deal. Workers have also 
conducted tests on advanced centrifuges, according to the IAEA. 
Iran says its breaches are a response to President Donald Trump’s 
decision to withdraw the U.S. from the deal and to impose painful 
economic sanctions.
Yoel Guzansky, a senior fellow at the Institute for National 
Security Studies and former Iran specialist on Israel’s National 
Security Council, said it was difficult to say for sure whether Israel 
was involved in the fire, either directly or with Western or Arab 
partners. He also said that not everything that happens in Iran is 
necessarily the result of  cyberwarfare or sabotage.
“Having said that, some of  the things that happened in Iran in the 
last week are not coincidence,” he said.
He said the perpetrators of  the fire might have had several goals, 
most critically to slow Iran’s nuclear program. They might also 
have wanted to send a message to Iran that there is a cost for 
continued nuclear research. There might be pressure to draw 
Iran back to negotiations. Some international players might even 
dream of  fomenting regime change.

The Ofek 16 sits on display at an Israel Aerospace Industries 
facility in central Israel shortly before launch Monday, July 6, 
2020. The new spy satellite was launched into space from central 
Israel early Monday, giving Israel an additional tool to keep tabs 
on its enemies. (Israel Ministry of  Defense Spokesperson’s Office via AP)



Israel Spy Satellite (Continued from page 3)

“Not everything is related to Israel. But I think Israel should be 
the most concerned about Iran advancing,” Guzansky said.
Monday’s satellite launch did not appear to be directly connected 
to the developments in Natanz, given the lengthy preparations 
involved.
Beyond the nuclear program, Israel is alarmed by Iran’s development 
of  long-range missiles, its support for hostile militant groups and 
Iran’s ongoing military presence in Syria. Israel believes Iran is 
trying to help the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah to develop a 
guided-missile program.
Israel does not confirm the number of  its operational satellites 
but Amnon Harari, the head of  the Defense Ministry’s Space and 
Satellite Administration, mentioned at least two others: the Ofek 
5, launched in 2002, and the Ofek 11, launched in 2016.
Foreign threats require “constant monitoring,” he told reporters. 
“You can assume that once you have more than one satellite in 
parallel in the sky, you achieve better visit times over the targets 
of  interest.”
Alex Fishman, the defense analyst of  the Yediot Ahronot daily, 
said the suspicion that Israel was involved in last week’s fire made 
sense, given Iran’s economic troubles and coronavirus crisis.
“Someone decided that a window of  opportunity had opened, that 
Iran was in distress, and that now was the time to strike wherever 
possible,” he wrote.

Satellite Image: Iran Blast Struck by 
Suspected Missile Site

This June 21, 2020 photo 
from the European 
Commission's Sentinel-2 
satellite shows a site before 
an explosion June 26, 2020, 
that rattled Iran’s capital. 
Analysts say the blast came 
from an area in Tehran’s 
eastern mountains that hides an underground tunnel system and 
missile production sites. (European Commission via AP)

27 Jun 2020 | The Associated Press | By Jon Gambrell
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — An explosion that 
rattled Iran’s capital came from an area in its eastern mountains 
that analysts believe hides an underground tunnel system and 
missile production sites, satellite photographs showed Saturday.
What exploded in the incident early Friday that sent a massive 
fireball into the sky near Tehran remains unclear, as does the 
cause of  the blast.
The unusual response of  the Iranian government in the 
aftermath of  the explosion, however, underscores the sensitive 
nature of  an area near where international inspectors believe the 
Islamic Republic conducted high-explosive tests two decades 
ago for nuclear weapon triggers.
The blast shook homes, rattled windows, and lit up the horizon 
early Friday in the Alborz Mountains. State TV later aired a 
segment from what it described as the site of  the blast.
One of  its journalists stood in front of  what appeared to be 
large, blackened gas cylinders, though the camera remained 
tightly focused and did not show anything else around the site. 
Defense Ministry spokesman Davood Abdi blamed the blast 
on a leaking gas he did not identify and said no one was killed 
in the explosion.
Abdi described the site as a “public area,” raising the question 
of  why military officials and not civilian firefighters would be in 
charge. The state TV report did not answer that.
Satellite photos of  the area, some 20 kilometers (12.5 miles) 
east of  downtown Tehran, showed hundreds of  meters (yards) 
of  charred scrubland not seen in images of  the area taken in the 
weeks ahead of  the incident. The building near the char marks 
resembled the facility seen in the state TV footage.
The gas storage area sits near what analysts describe as Iran's 
Khojir missile facility. The explosion appears to have struck a 
facility for the Shahid Bakeri Industrial Group, which makes 
solid-propellant rockets, said Fabian Hinz, a researcher at 
the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the 
Middlebury Institute of  International Studies in Monterey, 
California.
The Washington-based Center for Strategic and International 
Studies identified Khojir as the “site of  numerous tunnels, some 
suspected of  use for arms assembly.” Large industrial buildings 
at the site visible from satellite photographs also suggest missile 
assembly being conducted there.
The U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency says Iran overall has 
the largest underground facility program in the Middle East. 
Such sites “support most facets of  Tehran’s ballistic missile 
capabilities, including the operational force and the missile 
development and production program,” the DIA said in 2019.
Iranian officials themselves also identified the site as being in 
Parchin, home to a military base where the International Atomic 

Energy Agency previously said it suspects Iran conducted tests 
of  explosive triggers that could be used in nuclear weapons. 
Iran long has denied seeking nuclear weapons, though the IAEA 
previously said Iran had done work in “support of  a possible 
military dimension to its nuclear program” that largely halted in 
late 2003.
Western concerns over the Iranian atomic program led to 
sanctions and eventually to Tehran's 2015 nuclear deal with 
world powers. The U.S. under President Donald Trump 
unilaterally withdrew from the accord in May 2018, leading 
to a series of  escalating attacks between Iran and the U.S. and 
Tehran abandoning the deal's production limits.



Iran Confirms Damaged Nuclear Site Was 
Centrifuge Facility

6 Jul 2020 | The Associated Press | By The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran on Sunday confirmed that a damaged 
building at the underground Natanz nuclear site was a new 
centrifuge assembly center, the official IRNA news agency 
reported.

Iranian officials had previously sought to downplay the fire, 
which erupted early on Thursday, calling it only an “incident” 
that affected an “industrial shed.” However, a released photo 
and video of  the site broadcast by Iranian state television 
showed a two-story brick building with scorch marks and its 
roof  apparently destroyed.

A spokesman for Iran’s nuclear agency, Behrouz Kamalvandi, 
said Sunday that work had begun on the center in 2013 and it 
was inaugurated in 2018.

“More advanced centrifuge machines were intended to be built 
there,” he said, adding that the damage would “possibly cause 
a delay in development and production of  advanced centrifuge 
machines in the medium term.”

He said that the fire had damaged “precision and measuring 
instruments,” and that the center had not been operating at 
full capacity due to restrictions imposed by Tehran’s 2015 
nuclear deal with world powers. Iran began experimenting with 
advanced centrifuge models in the wake of  the U.S. unilaterally 
withdrawing from the deal two years ago.

Iran has long maintained its atomic program is for peaceful 
purposes.

An online video and messages purportedly claiming 
responsibility for the fire were released Friday. The multiple, 
different claims by a self-described group called the “Cheetahs 
of  the Homeland,” as well as the fact that Iran experts have 
never heard of  the group before, raised questions about 
whether Natanz again had faced sabotage by a foreign nation, 
as it had during the Stuxnet computer virus outbreak believed 
to have been engineered by the U.S. and Israel.

The Natanz fire also came less than a week after an explosion in 
an area east of  Tehran that analysts believe hides an underground 
tunnel system and missile production sites.

Two U.S.-based analysts who spoke to The Associated Press on 
Friday, relying on released pictures and satellite images, identified 
the affected building as Natanz’s new Iran Centrifuge Assembly 
Center. A satellite image on Friday by Planet Labs Inc., annotated 
by experts at the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation 
Studies at Middlebury Institute of  International Studies, shows 
what appears to be damage done to half  of  the building.

This photo released Thursday, July 2, 2020, by 
the Atomic Energy Organization of  Iran shows 
a building after it was damaged by a fire at the 
Natanz uranium enrichment facility, some 200 
miles (322 kilometers) south of  the capital Tehran, 
Iran. (Atomic Energy Organization of  Iran via AP)

Destroying a centrifuge assembly facility could greatly impact 
Iran’s ability to more-quickly enrich greater amounts of  uranium, 
which would be a goal for either Israel or the U.S.

Natanz today hosts the country’s main uranium enrichment 
facility. In its long underground halls, centrifuges rapidly spin 
uranium hexafluoride gas to enrich uranium. Currently, the 
IAEA says Iran enriches uranium to about 4.5% purity — 
above the terms of  the nuclear deal but far below weapons-
grade levels of  90%. Workers there also have conducted tests 
on advanced centrifuges, according to the IAEA.

JWV National: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans 

State of Florida: 
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv

Post 373: 
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa



Iran Issues Arrest Warrant for 
Trump, Asks Interpol to Help

29 Jun 2020 | The Associated Press | By Nasser Karimi
TEHRAN, Iran — Iran has issued an arrest warrant and asked 
Interpol for help in detaining President Donald Trump and 
dozens of  others it believes carried out the drone strike that killed 
a top Iranian general in Baghdad, a local prosecutor reportedly 
said Monday.
While Trump faces no danger of  arrest, the charges underscore 
the heightened tensions between Iran and the United States since 
Trump unilaterally withdrew America from Tehran’s nuclear deal 
with world powers.
Tehran prosecutor Ali Alqasimehr said Trump and more than 
30 others whom Iran accuses of  involvement in the Jan. 3 strike 
that killed Gen. Qassem Soleimani in Baghdad face “murder and 
terrorism charges,” the state-run IRNA news agency reported.
Alqasimehr did not identify anyone else sought other than Trump 
but stressed that Iran would continue to pursue his prosecution 
even after his presidency ends.
Interpol, based in Lyon, France, did not immediately respond to 
a request for comment.
Alqasimehr also was quoted as saying that Iran requested a “red 
notice” be put out for Trump and the others, which represents the 
highest-level arrest request issued by Interpol. Local authorities 
end up making the arrests on behalf  of  the country that request 
it. The notices cannot force countries to arrest or extradite 
suspects but can put government leaders on the spot and limit 
suspects’ travel.
After receiving a request, Interpol meets by committee and 
discusses whether or not to share the information with its 
member states. Interpol has no requirement for making any of  
the notices public, though some do get published on its website.
It is unlikely Interpol would grant Iran’s request as its guideline 
for notices forbids it from “undertaking any intervention or 
activities of  a political” nature.
The U.S. killed Soleimani, who oversaw the Revolutionary Guard’s 
expeditionary Quds Force, and others in the January strike near 
Baghdad International Airport. It came after months of  incidents 
raising tensions between the two countries and ultimately saw 
Iran retaliate with a ballistic missile strike targeting American 
troops in Iraq.

In this June 25, 2020 photo, 
President Donald Trump waves 
as he arrives on Air Force One 
at Austin Straubel International 
Airport in Green Bay, Wis. (AP 
Photo/Evan Vucci)

Rocket Fired Toward US 
Embassy in Iraq Injures Child

In this Jan. 3, 2020, photo, the 
U.S. Embassy is seen across the 
Tigris River in Baghdad, Iraq. 
Iraq’s military says two rockets hit 
Baghdad’s heavily fortified Green 
Zone, the seat of  the government 
and home to the U.S. Embassy. 
(AP Photo/Khalid Mohammed)

6 Jul 2020 | The Associated Press | By Samya Kullab
BAGHDAD — The Iraqi military said Sunday that a rocket aimed 
at Baghdad’s fortified Green Zone, home of  the U.S. Embassy, 
struck a residential house and injured a child.
Iraqi officials said the embassy’s recently installed C-RAM air 
defense system may have attempted to intercept the rocket 
as the system was operational late Saturday. A recent spate of  
rocket attacks have struck close to the U.S. Embassy and targeted 
American troops in Iraqi bases. The officials spoke on condition 
of  anonymity in line with regulations.
The rocket was launched late Saturday from the Ali Al-Saleh 
area of  Baghdad and landed next to a house close to a local TV 
channel, the military statement said. A child suffered head injuries 
and the house was damaged.
Iraqi security forces say they also thwarted another attack north 
of  Baghdad in the Umm al-Azam area aiming to hit Camp Taji, a 
training base used by U.S.-led coalition forces.
In March, two Americans and one British soldier were killed 
following a barrage of  rockets on Camp Taji.
The latest uptick in attacks comes shortly before Iraq embarks on 
strategic talks with the U.S. in which the presence of  American 
forces in the country is expected to top the agenda.
The U.S. has criticized Iraq’s federal government for being unable 
to reign in Iran-backed militia groups it believes are orchestrating 
the attacks. Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi has pledged 
to protect American installations from attacks, U.S. officials said.
Iraqi security forces last week raided the headquarters of  the 
powerful Iran-backed paramilitary Kataib Hezbollah and detained 
14 men suspected of  being responsible for rocket attacks targeting 
the Green Zone. Thirteen detainees were later released, and one 
remains in custody.
The move drew praise from the U.S. but condemnation from 
Iran-backed political factions in Iraq.
The U.S. Embassy began testing the new air defense system late 
Saturday, the Iraqi officials said. It drew condemnation from 
Deputy Speaker of  Parliament Hassan al-Kaabi, who called on 
the government to take action against the “illegal” move which 
would “provoke the Iraqi people,” according to a government 
statement.



In this Nov. 9, 2019 
photo, Pakistan 
Prime Minister 
Imran Khan 
addresses during 
the inauguration 
ceremony of  
Gurdwara Darbar 
Sahib in Kartarpur, 
Pakistan. (AP 
P h o t o / K . M . 
Chaudary)

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Says US ‘Martyred’ bin Laden

26 Jun 2020  | The Associated Press | By Kathy Gannon

Islamabad — Pakistan’s prime minister said Thursday the 
United States “martyred” the al-Qaida leader and mastermind 
of  the 9/11 attacks, Osama bin Laden, a term that reflected 
a subtle jab at Washington as it’s mainly used for honorable 
figures slain in battle.

Imran Khan delivered the jab in a rambling budget speech in 
parliament, attacking his predecessors’ foreign policies and 
saying that Pakistan’s partnership with the United States in the 
war on terror was a mistake.

Khan also said Washington used abusive language against 
Pakistan, blaming Islamabad for its failures in neighboring 
Afghanistan. Most of  all, the U.S. refused to tell Islamabad of  
its operation against bin Laden in 2011 before carrying out 
the Navy SEALs nighttime raid. The special operations force 
swooped into Pakistan’s military garrison town of  Abbottabad 
in the middle of  the night on May 2, 2011, killing bin Laden and 
several of  his operatives.

“We sided with the U.S. in the War on Terror but they came 
here and killed him, martyred him and ... used abusive language 
against us (and) did not inform us (of  the raid), despite the fact 
that we lost 70,000 people in the war on terror,” Khan told 
Parliament.

Washington has repeatedly accused Pakistan of  harboring the 
Afghan Taliban and giving safe haven to the feared Haqqani 
network, a Taliban affiliate that has been blamed for some major 
attacks in Afghanistan over the years and declared a terrorist 
group by the United States. U.S. Adm. Mike Mullen, former 
chairman of  the Joint Chiefs of  Staff, had claimed the Haqqani 
network was run by Pakistan’s premier intelligence agency, 
known by its acronym ISI.

Pakistan denied the accusations, saying Washington was blaming 
Pakistan for the failure of  the U.S.-led coalition’s 150,000 
soldiers to defeat the Taliban, who are now at their strongest 
since being toppled in 2001 and rule or hold sway in about 50% 
of  Afghanistan.

“The way we supported America in the war on terror, and the 
insults we had to face in return. ... They blamed us for every 
failure in Afghanistan. They openly held us responsible because 
they did not succeed in Afghanistan,” Khan said.

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates were the 
only countries to recognize the Taliban government, which had 
harbored bin Laden as he planned terrorists’ attacks against the 
U.S. After the 9/11 attacks, Pakistan turned and became an ally 
of  the United States against the Taliban, who were ousted by a 
U.S.-led coalition in November 2011.

However, opposition lawmaker Khwaja Mohammed Asif  
slammed Khan for calling bin Laden a martyr, saying the al-
Qaida chief  had brought terrorism to Pakistan.

“He (bin Laden) ruined my country but he (Khan) is calling him 
a martyr,” said Asif.

Since taking over, Khan claimed his government has reset the 
Pakistan-U.S. relationship, elevating it to one of  mutual respect, 
for which he also credited the personal rapport he has built with 
President Donald Trump.

“No one insults us now,” said Khan.

The Veterans Administration (VA) offers 
Veterans Choice Program

It stipulates that Veterans who have to wait more than 30 days to see a doctor, or who live more 
than 40 miles from their closest VA site can receive health care from community providers.  The 
provider must be part of  the VA’s network of  community providers.  Please go to the following 
website for further information:

https://www.va.gov/opa/choiceact/documents/choice-act-summary.pdf

https://www.va.gov/opa/choiceact/documents/choice-act-summary.pdf


Afghanistan Says Will Not Release 
600 ‘Too Dangerous’ Taliban

Afghanistan started 
releasing thousands of  
Taliban prisoners in May, 
but says some are “too 
dangerous” to be freed 
without trial. (WAKIL 
KOHSAR/AFP/File)

9 Jul 2020 | Agence France Presse | By Usman Sharifi
Afghan authorities said Wednesday they will not release 
hundreds of  Taliban captives deemed “too dangerous” despite 
planned peace talks that hinge on the prisoner exchange.
Under the terms of  a U.S.-Taliban deal, Kabul pledged to free 
some 5,000 Taliban prisoners in a swap that would see the 
insurgents release around 1,000 Afghan security force captives.
But National Security Council (NSC) spokesman Javid Faisal 
told AFP that 600 prisoners the Taliban asked to be freed still 
had “serious criminal cases” against them.
They include people charged with murder, highway robbery and 
even sodomy, as well as hundreds of  foreign fighters, another 
government official said on condition of  anonymity.
“They are too dangerous to be released,” the official said.
The Taliban on Wednesday accused the government of  
fabricating criminal cases against the prisoners.
“If  they continue to create more problems in this regard, then it 
shows they do not want issues to be solved through reasonable 
ways,” spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said.
But NSC spokesman Faisal insisted the government was 
committed to the talks.
“We are ready for peace and will release the remaining prisoners... 
as per the agreement -- just not these hundreds of  prisoners 
who have serious criminal cases in the courts,” he said.
Both sides have pledged to hold direct talks aimed at ending 
the decades-old conflict in Afghanistan after completing the 
exchange.
The government has already freed more than 4,000 Taliban 
fighters, while the insurgents have completed around two-thirds 
of  their releases.
Earlier this week a top Afghan official said it was up to the 
authorities to decide who should be released.
“We don’t expect the Taliban to tell us which inmates to be 
released,” said Sediq Sediqqi, spokesman for President Ashraf  
Ghani.

Bear Grylls Is Rebooting ‘The 
Count of Monte Cristo’ with 

Special Forces Soldiers in 
Afghanistan

Bear Grylls speaks during the 
launch of  the ‘Global First 
Adventure Attraction’ at Genting 
Arena on October 29, 2018 in 
Birmingham, England. (Anthony 
Devlin/Getty Images)

22 Jun 2020  Task & Purpose | By James Clark
Yes, you read that correctly, Bear Grylls, the former British 
soldier turned adventurer, survivalist, and television personality 
is giving a classic story of  love, betrayal and revenge a modern-
day military makeover.
As Deadline’s Andreas Wiseman first reported on June 16, 
Grylls’ production company, The Natural Studios, is working 
with producers Ben Grass and Christophe Charlier to create a 
contemporary version of  The Count Of  Monte Cristo, with the 
goal of  filming sometime in 2021.
The script will be written by Tom Williams and will center on 
two Special Forces soldiers serving in Afghanistan. 
While the premise may leave you scratching your head — I 
certainly did when I first heard this was happening — there 
may be something to it. After all, The Count of  Monte Cristo 
is nothing if  not a story of  brutal revenge, and who could be 
more deserving of  retribution than a soldier who blue falcons 
his battle buddy, and then goes home to play Jody to that guy’s 
wife?
Chances are pretty good that scenario, or some version of  it, will 
play out in the Grylls’ adaptation of  the film, considering that’s 
basically what went down in the original novel by Alexandre 
Dumas.
In an interview with Deadline, Grylls and his co-CEO at The 
Natural Studios, Delbert Shoopman said “We loved the idea of  
updating this universally-loved story of  friendships, betrayal and 
revenge, and were completely taken by Tom Williams’ original 
and innovative take. This is action adventure storytelling at its 
finest and celebrates above all, resilience and redemption.”
It’s also worth noting that Williams isn’t new to war stories, 
having written the script for Kilo Two Bravo — a brutal and 
unflinching portrayal of  a British unit’s deployment to the Kajaki 
district in Helmand province, Afghanistan. 
If  he brings even a fraction of  the tension and authenticity to 
this project that he did for Kilo Two Bravo, then this reboot of  
a classic might be worth keeping an eye out for.



Bill Would Let Children Stay On Parents’ Tricare Plan 
Until Age 26

Maj. Roger Williams looks inside 
the ear of  a patient to check the 
patient’s condition at the TMC in 
Camp Humphreys, South Korea. 
(U.S. Army/ Chung Il Kim)

12 Jun 2020 | Military.com | By Patricia Kime
A Virginia congresswoman is proposing that military dependents 
who lose Tricare eligibility when they turn 21, or later if  they 
are students, be allowed to remain on their parents’ health plan 
until age 26 without paying monthly premiums.
Rep. Elaine Luria, a Democrat whose district includes numerous 
military installations, including Naval Air Station Oceana and 
Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story, introduced a 
bill Thursday to allow young adults to stay on Tricare.
Currently, dependent children of  active-duty or retired 
personnel lose their Tricare eligibility at age 21, or age 23 if  
they are full-time students. Then, they must find other health 
insurance or they can purchase Tricare Young Adult coverage, 
which costs between $228 and $376 a month.
Luria said the measure, which would be retroactive to Jan. 1, 
is important for families facing financial hardship during the 
novel coronavirus pandemic and beyond.
“The Affordable Care Act allows young adults to stay on their 
parents’ health plans until age 26; however, military families 
do not receive this same benefit under Tricare,” Luria said in 
a statement. “During this public health emergency, it is more 
important than ever to provide our service members and their 
families with affordable and accessible health care.”

Tricare Young Adult was created in 2011 following passage of  
the Affordable Care Act, which allowed adult children to remain 
on their parents’ health plans until age 26. Military service 
members were exempt from the national health care reform 
law, so separate legislation was required to extend the benefit.
However, the legislation required that the cost of  Tricare Young 
Adult be covered by the program, necessitating premiums based 
on commercial insurance rates and coverage.
The monthly cost of  Tricare Young Adult often comes as a 
shock to military families, since active-duty members don’t 
pay enrollment fees or premiums for Tricare Prime, and 
retiree families pay either $600 a year for Tricare Prime or no 
enrollment fees or premiums for Tricare Select.
Luria’s Health Care Fairness for Military Families Act would 
extend those programs, which cost significantly less than 
most insurance plans, to adults under age 26 under the same 
parameters as the Affordable Care Act, which allows children 
under 26 to be added or kept on their parents plan even if  they 
are married, have access to an employer health plan and don’t 
live with their parents.
Roughly 37,000 adult children of  military personnel or retirees 
are enrolled in Tricare Young Adult.
While Luria’s bill has been introduced in the House, it has yet to 
be considered by the House Armed Services Committee, which 
would decide whether it should move forward in the legislative 
process.
The House is set to develop its version of  the National Defense 
Authorization legislation, which sets military personnel policy 
each year, beginning the week of  June 22.

Senate Passes Bill to Give Millions More Veterans Free Lifetime Entry to National Parks
In this March 27, 2017, photo, a man 
descends a rock on the bank of  the Rio 
Grande in Santa Elena Canyon at Big Bend 
National Park in Texas. (AP Photo/Rodrigo 
Abd)

24 Jun 2020 | Stars and Stripes | By Nikki Wentling
WASHINGTON -- The Senate approved a bill Monday to grant 
all veterans with service-connected disabilities free lifetime 
entry to America's 419 national park sites.
The Wounded Veterans Recreation Act, which now goes to 
the House for consideration, amends the current eligibility 
standards for national park passes. The bill would grant the 
passes to millions more U.S. veterans.
Now, veterans must have a 100% permanent disability to receive 
free lifetime entry. If  approved by the House, the bill would 
grant a National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass to 
any veteran with a disability rating through the Department of  
Veterans Affairs.
According to a recent report from the Bureau of  Labor Statistics, 
4.7 million veterans, or 25% of  the total vets in the U.S., had a 
service-connected disability in 2019. About 2.09 million had a 
disability rating of  60% or higher, the report shows. It did not 
specify how many veterans were 100% disabled.

For years, veterans and experts have praised experiences in 
nature as therapy for those suffering from symptoms of  post-
traumatic stress disorder.
"Recreation in our national parks and public lands can be 
a valuable healing tool for veterans living with physical and 
emotional wounds as a result of  their service," said Sen. Jon 
Tester, D-Montana. "I'll continue fighting to make sure our 
legislation crosses the finish line in Congress."
Rep. Raul Ruiz, D-California, introduced the bill in the House 
in November.
"National parks can connect our veterans with nature and 
increase their spiritual, mental and physical well-being," Ruiz 
said at the time.



Harry E. Wilhelm 
recites the Constitution 
from memory for Rep. 
Sol Bloom on Sept. 
13, 1937. (Library of  
Congress)

Why an Unemployed Veteran Memorized the US Constitution

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell
People have done some off-the-wall things to get a good job, 
especially when times are tough.
One applicant turned herself  into a full-on Lego person to catch 
the attention of  a hiring manager. Another sent interviewers 
cases of  home-brewed “Resum-ale” beer, along with their 
resume. Each of  these schemes worked.
A World War I veteran basically bet a U.S. congressman for a 

job. Harry Wilhelm was that veteran -- and his plan worked too.
By 1937, the Great Depression was in full swing, and it was 
more than just veterans who were facing unemployment.
Wilhelm told Rep. Sol Bloom, D-New York, that he could 
recite the entire U.S. Constitution from memory. The veteran 
was known around his York, Pennsylvania, hometown as a 
consummate salesman, so no one could be blamed for thinking 
it was nothing more than a scheme to get a government job. So 
the congressman tried to call his bluff.
Bloom was chairman of  the U.S. Constitution Sesquicentennial 
Commission, which was charged with celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of  the adoption of  the U.S. Constitution in 1787. 
Wilhelm approached the congressman with a unique claim: that 
he was the only man who could recite from memory all 6,757 
words of  the “living document.”
As the commission chairman, Bloom was, of  course, interested. 
But with so many people out of  work and desperate for money, 
he couldn’t just take Wilhelm at his word. He needed to hear it.
If  Wilhelm could actually do it, Bloom promised him a job on 
the Sesquicentennial Commission.
On Sept. 13, 1937, the 43-year-old Wilhelm recited the entirety 
of  the document in Bloom’s office as the congressman read the 
words on a paper behind him to check for accuracy. Wilhelm’s 
claim was no scheme: He really could recite the entire document.
After Wilhelm finished reading the Constitution, Bloom gave 
him a job in the Sesquicentennial Commission’s mailroom.

And when all else fails, 
take out an ad. On a 
billboard. (Adam Pacitti)

US Intercepts Russian Warplanes off Alaska, 4th Time This Month

(Photo via NORAD. Enhanced for publication by Steve Falkowitz.)

28 Jun 2020 | Agence France Presse
US warplanes intercepted four Russian reconnaissance aircraft 
near Alaska on Saturday, US commanders said.
The Russian Tu-142's came within 65 nautical miles south of  
Alaska's Aleutian island chain and "loitered" in the Alaskan Air 
Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ) for eight hours.
But they stayed in international airspace and did not enter US 
or Canadian airspace, the North American Aerospace Defense 
Command (NORAD) said on Twitter.
An ADIZ is a perimeter within which air traffic is monitored 
by the air forces of  one or more friendly countries so they have 
extra time to react to hostile action.
The US has established four of  these zones, but a dozen or so 
other countries have also set their own up.

This was the fourth time this month that US planes have 
intercepted Russian aircraft near Alaska.
On May 29, the Russian defense ministry published images of  
two US B-1 bombers intercepted by Russia after flying over the 
Baltic and Black seas near Russia.



25 Jun 2020 | The Associated Press | By Lolita C. Baldor
WASHINGTON — The two U.S. warships in the Middle East 
weren’t aiming to break a record.  But when the coronavirus 
made ship stops in foreign countries too risky, the USS Dwight 
D. Eisenhower and the USS San Jacinto were ordered to keep 
moving and avoid all port visits.
On Thursday, as they steamed through the North Arabian 
Sea, they notched their 161st consecutive day at sea, breaking 
the previous Navy record of  160 days. And they’re on pace to 
crush it, since they won’t hit land again until they get home to 
Virginia later this year.
The milestone, Navy Capt. Kyle Higgins said, “is not one that 
I think we really wanted but one that the circumstances of  the 
world thrust upon us. And we embraced it with style.”
When the ships left home in January, COVID-19 was just 
starting to emerge. By the time they crossed the Atlantic and 
moved into the Mediterranean Sea, the virus was escalating.
In March, Vice Adm. Jim Malloy, the Navy’s 5th Fleet 
commander, ordered a stop to all port visits to reduce the 
chance of  spreading the virus through the fleet. Other ships 
were battling outbreaks, including the USS Theodore Roosevelt, 
which got sidelined in Guam.
With that, Higgins, the Eisenhower commander, and Capt. 
Edward Crossman, the San Jacinto commander, knew their 
sailors wouldn’t set foot on land for some time. Both were 
interviewed a few days before the ships broke the record.
For more than five months, the Eisenhower, an aircraft carrier, 
and the San Jacinto, the guided-missile cruiser that accompanies 
it, have been at sea, with no onboard visitors and strict controls 
over how aircraft deliver their supplies.
The isolation has been challenging. Port calls not only give 
sailors time for rest and relaxation, they also allow experts to 
come aboard to do difficult repairs.
When the San Jacinto’s helicopter bay door broke, the crew 
members had to get creative. It was the middle of  the night, 
and they realized they needed to replace a large sprocket.
“My guys did the research, and they said, ‘Hey, these 90-pound 
dumbbells are made from the same material that we need for 
this gear,’” Crossman said in an interview from the ship. So, 
they took the dumbbell down to the machine shop and created 
the part.
“If  they were magicians,” Crossman said, “they’d have 100 
rabbits running around the house because they keep pulling 
them out of  their hats.”
Petty Officer 1st Class Joshua Grimes, a machinist mate, is one 
of  the sailors responsible for keeping machinery operating. 
When the door broke, it was his team that figured out how to 
fix it.
“I was skeptical, but the way things were going I didn’t really 

Dodging Virus, Navy Ships Break Record for 
Staying at Sea

In this May 24, 2020, photo, provided by the U.S. Navy sailors 
run on the flight deck aboard the aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower (CVN 69). (Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Sophie 
A. Pinkham/U.S. Navy via AP)

count it out,” he said. “Definitely the helo hangar door is the 
craziest thing we pulled off.”
On the Eisenhower, crew members had to safely replace a large, 
critical fan motor for the flight deck. It took four teams from 
the electrical, engineer, supply, and machinist departments, but 
after consulting with experts on shore, they broke down the 
fan, got it onto a makeshift platform and installed the new part.
“Normally, this job would have called for cutting into the ship 
to get it down there,” said Higgins. “I’m happy to report that the 
fan and motor are operating fine and we are 100% operational 
again because of  it.”
Crew entertainment has also gotten creative. Disappointed 
sailors watched as they passed countries along the Mediterranean 
and headed through the Red Sea without stopping.
“This is my first ship as well as my first deployment,” said Petty 
Officer 2nd Class Dionesha Simmons. “It’s a bit of  a struggle 
just because I was looking forward to some of  the port calls.”
Instead, she said, she’s having fun making brunch for the 
Eisenhower crew on “Waffle Saturdays.” She and others take 
over to give the cooks a break.
Higgins and Crossman said they’re trying to give sailors 
dedicated time off  — sometimes a full 24 hours to do whatever 
they want, other times a couple days off  in a row.
They plan more swim days and “steel beach picnics” when 
sailors can wear civilian clothes and barbecue on the flight deck. 
The Eisenhower crew had cigar socials with jazz music. One 
popular event, said Petty Officer 1st Class Travis Bush, was a 
slam dunk basketball contest that he said relieved stress and 
showed off  some talent.

— Continued on Page 13



Airman Recruit Elisha 
Llanto from Rosharon, 
Texas, assigned to 
Helicopter Sea Combat 
Squadron (HSC) 12 
secures an MH-60S 
Seahawk to the flight 
deck of  the Navy’s 
only forward-deployed 
aircraft carrier USS 
Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) for refueling. Ronald Reagan is the flagship 
of  Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 5. The USS Nimitz (CVN 68) and 
Ronald Reagan CSGs are conducting dual-carrier operations as the 
Nimitz Carrier Strike Force on July 4, 2020. (Samantha Jetzer/U.S. Navy)

Reagan, Nimitz Enter South China Sea as China 
Conducts its Own Military Exercises

5 Jul 2020 | The Japan Times | By Jesse Johnson
Two U.S. aircraft carriers entered the flashpoint South China 
Sea for joint operations on Saturday, part of  a concerted effort 
by Washington to reassure allies and partners in the region, and 
counter Beijing’s moves in the disputed waterway.
The “dual carrier operations” involving the Yokosuka, 
Kanagawa Prefecture-based USS Ronald Reagan and the USS 
Nimitz, were confirmed by a spokesman for the Reagan. They 
come as China conducts its own large-scale military exercises 
near contested islands that it controls in the South China Sea’s 
Paracel chain. The Chinese exercises, which began Wednesday, 
were due to wrap up Sunday. It was not clear where the U.S. 
operations would take place.
A U.S. Navy spokesman said the carrier operations were being 
conducted to “support a free and open Indo-Pacific,” but were 
also likely intended to send a message to both Beijing -- which 
Washington has labeled a “strategic competitor” -- and regional 
partners.
“High-end integrated exercises build unmatched flexibility, 
endurance, maneuverability, and firepower in an all-domain 
warfighting environment,” Lt. Cmdr. Sean Brophy, a spokesman 
for the Reagan Carrier Strike Group, told The Japan Times. 
“These efforts support enduring U.S. commitments to stand 
up for the right of  all nations to fly, sail, and operate wherever 
international law allows.”
Brophy said the chance for two carrier strike groups to train 
and operate together in the region “provides combatant 
commanders with significant operational flexibility and 
capabilities that only the U.S. Navy can command.”
The Japan Times reported that the two carriers had conducted 
joint exercises in the adjacent Philippine Sea last Sunday and 
that the USS Theodore Roosevelt carrier was also in the area. 
Analysts have said having three carriers in the Western Pacific 
is unusual.
According to the Navy, the last time two carriers were in the 
South China Sea together was September 2014, when the 
USS George Washington and USS Carl Vinson Carrier Strike 
Groups operated there and in the East China Sea.
The U.S. military has in recent months grappled with the 
coronavirus pandemic as it battles to maintain its formidable 
presence in the Western Pacific, while both reassuring allies and 
preventing China from capitalizing on any perceived opening.
The Navy has rebounded after cases of  COVID-19 were 
detected on some of  its ships, including infections aboard all 
three carriers, with many of  the hard-hit vessels returning to 
action.
“The purpose is to show an unambiguous signal to our partners 
and allies that we are committed to regional security and 

stability,” Rear Adm. George Wikoff  was quoted as saying by 
the Wall Street Journal, which first reported the exercises. The 
drills also included four other warships and “round-the-clock 
flights testing the striking ability of  carrier-based aircraft,” he 
added.
The growing focus by the U.S. on reassuring regional allies will 
add to rising pressure on China, which claims much of  the 
South China Sea, though the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, 
Taiwan and Brunei also have overlapping claims in the waters.
The U.S. military has angered Beijing by regularly holding drills 
and conducting “freedom of  navigation operations” close to 
and over some of  the islands China occupies in the South China 
Sea, including its man-made islets.
Washington has lambasted Beijing for its assertiveness in the 
waterway, including the construction of  the man-made islands, 
some of  which are home to military-grade airfields and advanced 
weaponry. The U.S. fears the outposts could be used to restrict 
free movement in the waterway, which includes vital sea lanes 
through which about $3 trillion in global trade passes each year.
Although Wikoff  said the exercises were not a response to the 
Chinese drills, the Pentagon delivered a blistering criticism of  
them just days earlier.
In a statement released Thursday, the Defense Department called 
the Chinese military exercises “the latest in a long string of  PRC 
actions to assert unlawful maritime claims and disadvantage its 
Southeast Asian neighbors in the South China Sea.”
PRC is the acronym for China’s formal name, the People’s 
Republic of  China.
Both Vietnam and the Philippines have also criticized the 
exercises in recent days -- moves lauded Friday by U.S. Secretary 
of  State Mike Pompeo.
“America agrees with our Southeast Asian friends: The PRC’s 
military exercise in disputed waters of  the South China Sea 
is highly provocative. We oppose Beijing’s unlawful claims. 
Period,” Pompeo wrote on Twitter.



The aircraft carrier 
USS Gerald R. Ford 
(CVN 78) conducts 
high-speed turns in 
the Atlantic Ocean, 
Oct. 29, 2019. (Connor 
Loessin/U.S. Navy)

USS Ford Aviators 
Counseled After Wearing 
Patch Depicting a Bat as 
‘China’s Newest Carrier’

26 Jun 2020 | The Virginian-Pilot | By Katherine Hafner
Aviators in a small training detachment aboard the aircraft 
carrier Gerald R. Ford were recently counseled by leadership 
after wearing an unauthorized and inappropriate patch, the 
Navy said.

Half  of  
the patch, 
according 
to a photo 
on Twitter, 
i n c l u d e d 
the aircraft 
c a r r i e r ’ s 
logo with 
the words 

“America’s Newest Carrier” and “Integrity at the Helm.” The 
other half, however, depicted an image of  a bat with the words 
“China’s Newest Carrier,” a reference to one theory about the 
origins of  the novel coronavirus.
“The patch in question was inappropriate and not consistent with 
uniform regulations, which state patches must be appropriate in 
nature and approved by commanding officers,” Cmdr. Jennifer 
Cragg, spokeswoman for Naval Air Force Atlantic, said in an 
email Thursday.
Officials became aware of  the patch a week ago, Cragg said in 
the email. It’s unclear where it came from.
“The small number of  aviators who had the patch were 
counseled, and leadership made clear to everyone in the 
squadron that the patch was not authorized for wear,” she said.
The Ford, based in Norfolk, Virginia, and commissioned 
in 2017, is the first of  its class and has been intermittently 
underway for carrier qualifications over the past few months.

Safe Travels —What to know about 

Medicare when traveling abroad:
In general, Medicare 
will not pay for health 
care services or supplies 
if  you travel outside the 
United States.  Please 
go to the following 
website to see Medicare 
Traveling Rules:

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?

Navy Record (Continued from page 11)

On the San Jacinto, sailors substituted a mustache contest 
for the March Madness tournament. The 64-person bracket 
competed to see who could grow the ugliest mustache.
“There’s definitely some disappointment in not going into port, 
especially considering our original plans. But we’ve made it this 
far,” Grimes said. “It actually makes a lot of  us feel very proud 
that we can be part of  this. ... The longest I’ve been underway 
is a little over 40 days, and it’s destroyed that record.”
The 160-day record was set in February 2002 by the USS 
Theodore Roosevelt, early in the Afghanistan war. The previous 
152-day record was set by the Eisenhower in 1980 during the 
Iranian hostage crisis. Navy historians say it’s difficult to check 
long into the past because records are spotty.
Both ship captains planned celebrations.
Crossman said sailors were competing to design the certificate 
that they’ll get, adding, “We’re kind of  proud of  the fact that 
we’re taking the record, but we’re going to blow it away.”
Higgins ordered “the best dinner” the crew could make, with 
surf  and turf, a big cake and ice cream. He said he’ll wait before 
gathering the crew for a celebratory photo.
“It’ll be 161 days when we break the record, but we think we 
may be out here a little bit longer and the potential to pass that 
mark by quite a bit is fairly good,” he said. “So we might wait 
for a more round, even number.”
Now one critical question remains: Which ship will pull into 
Norfolk last, snagging the record?
“I’ve had a couple requests to see if  we could stay out longer to 
make sure we beat the Ike,” Crossman said with a laugh.
Higgins says they’ve joked about it. His response? “Time will tell.”

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?


So far, remains have been identified for all but nine of  those on 
board the flight from McChord Air Force Base in Washington 
state to Elmendorf  Air Force Base in Anchorage.
Capt. Shelby Yoakum, chief  of  the Readiness and Plans Division 
at Air Force Mortuary Affairs Operation at Dover Air Force 
Base, led this year’s three-week recovery effort at the glacier.

She said they might have only 
several more years of  searching 
the glacier before the debris 
field calves into the lake.
“I think we can all safely say 
that there are still remains out 
there that have yet to melt out 
of  the ice, and that we will be 
back for at least the next few 
years to continue this mission, 
especially since we have not 
identified all 52 that passed 
away,” Yoakum said.
The last area they found 
remains this year was about 
656 feet (200 meters) from the 
toe of  the glacier, where the ice 
falls into the lake.
Officials could not say when 
all the remains and debris from 
the glacier would be lost to 
Lake George.

“The reality of  the situation is all of  the debris and the remains 
are constantly falling to crevasses, big and small, and moving 
down to the toe of  the glacier faster than some,” said Army 
Staff  Sgt. Isaac Redmond, who was the mountaineering subject 
matter expert for the excavation.
The human remains will be respectfully shipped to Dover in 
transfer cases, about the same size as caskets, and draped with 
flags. At Dover, the process will begin to match DNA from 
the remains to samples that surviving family members have 
provided at the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory.

More Fragments from 1952 Air Force Crash in 
Alaska Found in Glacier

29 Jun 2020 | The Associated Press | By Mark Thiessen
JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON, Alaska — 
A lucky Buddha figurine, a flight suit, several 3-cent stamps, 
a crumpled 1952 Mass schedule for St. Patrick’s Church in 
Washington, D.C., and 480 bags containing individual human 
remains.
Those were among the items 
recovered this month from 
Alaska’s Colony Glacier, where 
an annual somber search 
continues for human remains 
and debris after a military plane 
crashed 67 years ago, officials 
said Friday.
The goal is to identify 
and return remains from 
everyone onboard the C-124 
Globemaster, which smashed 
into Mount Gannett north of  
Anchorage on Nov. 22, 1952, 
killing all 41 passengers and 
11 crew members, military 
officials said Friday at a news 
conference at Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson in 
Anchorage.
The remains of  those killed 
weren’t retrieved at the time, 
and the plane and all it held 
slowly fell to the bottom of  the mountain, where it eventually 
became part of  Colony Glacier.
The crash was virtually forgotten until a military training 
mission spotted a yellow life raft on the glacier. Efforts began 
in 2012 to scour the glacier to see what else may have churned 
up, including human remains and other debris.
Now, the race is on to identify as many service members as 
possible before the glacier dumps the wreckage into Lake 
George, which will become a final resting place for everything 
that isn’t saved.

Air Force Capt. Shelby Yoakum shows a lucky Buddha figurine, June 
26, 2020, at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, after it was 
found when military personnel scoured Alaska's Colony Glacier for 
human remains and debris from a plane crash in 1952. (AP Photo/
Mark Thiessen)

The Veterans Health ID Card for Military Base Access 
The Defense Department announced expanded Commissary, Military Service Exchange and MWR access as of  January 1, 
2020. Veterans who are eligible and want to take advantage of  in-person benefits must have a Veterans Health Identification 
Card (VHID). Veterans must be enrolled in the VA health care system to receive a VHIC. To enroll, you can complete an 
application for enrollment in VA health care by telephone without the need for a signed paper application. Just call 1-877-
222-8387 Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. Eastern. You can also apply for VA healthcare benefits online at 
www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll, or in person at your local VA medical facility. Once your enrollment is verified, you can 
have your picture taken at your local VA medical center, and VA will mail you a VHIC.

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-
exchange-and-mwr-access/-for-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-andmwr-access/ 

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-


U.S. Marine Cpl. 
Veronika R. 
Gottschalk, an 
intelligence specialist 
with 3rd Marine 
Division poses for 
a photo at Camp 
Courtney, Okinawa, 
Japan, June 3, 2020. 
Gottschalk shared her 
story of  becoming a 
Marine after being adopted from Russia at the age of  6. (Hannah Hall/
U.S. Marine Corps)

From Moving to US to Serving it: Woman Adopted from 
Russia Excels as Marine

5 Jul 2020 | The Lima News, Ohio | By Tara Jones
MINSTER — In high school, Veronika “Nika” Gottschalk 
would skip cheerleading practice to head down to Piqua’s 
military training center.
It’s that attitude and dedication that earned Cpl. Gottschalk a 
spot as an intelligence specialist with the 3rd Marine Division 
and has her continue to climb the ranks. An average day for 
Gottschalk now involves briefing high-ranking officials, 
including a two-star general.
“Something I want to do in my career is transition into the 
commissioned officer side,” she said. Starting from Scratch
Gottschalk’s interest in joining the military stems from her 
experience as a child. When she was 6, she and her younger 
brother were adopted from the Tyva Republic, in Russia, by Jeff  
and Janet Gottschalk, of  Minster.
“I actually do remember being in the orphanage and getting 
placed into the organization,” she said. “I remember having 
families come and look at us and having my parents now come 
and look at us. The fact that we fit their mold, and they chose 
us, I feel extremely grateful for, especially because we were at 
the age gap where my brother and I were about to be separated.
“Russia in general as a whole is pretty restricted on what you 
can say and do,” she continued. “At the orphanage, we were 
in a system where you can’t really make your own decisions, 
don’t have family or a normal lifestyle. Coming over to the U.S. 
and being able to afford the basic necessities like going out and 
getting food or going and doing what you want when you want 
without having to tell someone was pretty significant.”
However, it wasn’t all smooth sailing when Gottschalk arrived 
in the small village of  Minster. She had to learn a new language 
and figure out how to fit into a tight-knit community.
“She was 6 but everybody was saying, ‘You can’t put her straight 
into kindergarten, she doesn’t speak a lick of  English, she 
doesn’t understand anything,’” Jeff  Gottschalk recalled. “We 
knew we couldn’t wait until she was 7 though, so we were just 
going to immerse her in it. The school had to hire a translator, 
who worked with her for about two weeks and then finally called 
and said, ‘She doesn’t need my help anymore. She is picking this 
up in no time.’”
“I would definitely say that I had a unique experience coming 
into Minster. I never really fit the mold or I guess the standard 
Minster individual of  the kids my age growing up,” Nika 
Gottschalk said. “I always just kind of  did my own thing but 
also participated in high school actively in different clubs and 
playing sports. That’s how I interacted with my peers, but 
my experience was unique coming in not speaking the same 
language and still trying to communicate and make friends.”

By eighth grade, she had decided she wanted to graduate early 
and did so after her junior year of  high school. She knew right 
away that she wanted to pursue a career in the military, but two 
ACL tears during competitive cheer almost ruined her chance.
Nika Gottschalk had to have two surgeries on her left knee 
before graduating and was initially declined into the military. Her 
family appealed the decision, which took about six months to 
process. To avoid being sedentary while she awaited an answer, 
she and her family began looking into college. She received 
a scholarship to attend the University of  Dayton, where she 
began to study biology.
“My first semester on campus was when I decided to go ahead 
and enlist. I felt like I was missing that sense of  purpose,” she 
said. “I was going the officer route, but I wanted to go now to 
make a difference.”
She scored high enough on her ASVAB Test -- which stands for 
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery -- that she could 
essentially pursue any military career of  her choosing.
“I decided to choose intel just because of  all the opportunities 
that it afforded. It’s mentally stimulating and it’s physically 
challenging to balance out and make me a well-rounded 
individual.”
Yet Another Transition
After finishing boot camp, a month of  Marine combat training 
and her intel training, she was stationed in Okinawa, Japan, 
where she remains today. In September, she will be transferring 
to North Carolina.
“When I was a brand new Marine, I experienced a lot of  
harassment and a lot of  negative attention just from males 
because of  my looks -- because I’m blonde-haired and blue-
eyed,” Nika Gottschalk explained. “I know who I am, what I 
mean and what standards I meet and surpass, so I don’t worry 
about it too much now. ... It’s always an uphill battle. The 
Marine Corps has gotten a lot better, but we are far from where 

— Continued on Page 17



Former Marine Phillip 
Blanks caught a child 
who was dropped from 
a burning building in 
Phoenix on July 3, 2020. 
(Courtesy: Phillip Blanks)

Former Marine Catches 3-Year-Old Dropped 
from Burning Building

8 Jul 2020 | MLive.com, Walker, Mich. | By Kayla Miller
KALAMAZOO, Michigan -- Catching a child who was dropped 
from a burning building was just Phillip Blanks doing his job.
The former U.S. Marine and ex-football player at Kalamazoo 
Central High School doesn’t want special recognition for helping 
save a 3-year-old boy from an apartment fire in Phoenix, Arizona. 
Blanks, a body guard today, said protecting others is just part of  
his job.
Blanks credits his training as a Marine and security officer and 
instincts for his reaction.
“Ultimately, this is my job,” Blanks said. “It was all fast; it was a 
blur. It was tunnel vision as I was running. I didn’t see anything 
but the baby.”
Blanks, 28, caught the young boy who was dropped from an 
apartment balcony July 3.
According to ABC15 in Arizona, the boy and an 8-year-old girl 
were both taken to the hospital with injuries. The children’s 
mother died in the fire, ABC15 said.
Blanks was captured on video helping to save the boy’s life. The 
video was shared by WWMT’s Andy Pepper.
The Kalamazoo native served four years in the military after 

completing one year at Kalamazoo Valley Community College, 
Blanks said in an interview with MLive. Prior to college, he played 
four years as a wide receiver and linebacker at Kalamazoo Central.
He moved to Arizona about a year ago and currently works in 
executive protection, or as a body guard, he said. He was at a 
friend’s apartment for a workout that morning when he heard 
people yelling outside and he jumped into action, Blanks said.
“I wasn’t able to grab my shoes,” he said. “I ran down the stairs 
barefoot.” Then, he started looking to see who needed help.
“As I was running, I see the baby getting ready to be tossed out of  
the patio,” Blanks said. “Next thing you know, he’s helicoptering 
in the air and I catch him.”
Blanks said the child’s foot was injured in the fall but that his head 
and major organs were protected.
“His skin was melting off  of  his body,” Blanks said. “He was 
bleeding.”
Blanks said he’s currently searching area hospitals for the children 
to try and offer any help he can.
“I would honestly like to be involved in the kids’ lives,” Blanks 
said, “because I know they had a traumatic experience and I know 
that their lives have changed forever.”
Blanks said he isn’t looking for attention and hopes he can help 
the children affected by the fire.
“In this situation, if  I could use this platform to get these kids 
some help, that’d be great,” he said. “I don’t need any. I don’t want 
any help or too much recognition for this. I just feel like I was 
doing my job.”
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we need to be. I have female friends who have gotten out of  it 
due to sexual assault, PTSD from that and issues because of  
harassment. It’s a sad thing to go through as an organization that 
prides itself  upon brotherhood and sisterhood.”
She has become what even she describes as an “aggressive 
female” nowadays, becoming a person who isn’t afraid to speak 
up when she or others are being treated unfairly.
“I have my own opinion, and I’m not afraid to voice it. I don’t 
care what rank you are, you will respect me, and I will tell you if  
you’ve infringed upon my rights or other’s rights, and that deters 
people from picking on me. As a female, you go through a lot 
of  discrimination and harassment. You get told you’re only here 
because you’re a female or called the center of  attention because 
you’re pretty and blonde so people like you. I hear it on a daily 
basis.”
As a noncommissioned officer, she’s made it her job to make 
sure her junior Marines aren’t getting the same treatment. All 
while still trying to break her own glass ceiling.
“Here in the next few weeks, unless something comes up, I’m 
going to do the basic recon screening. There’s only one other 
female recon Marine, and she just made it at the beginning of  
the year,” Nika Gottschalk said. “I want to show that, regardless 
of  gender, if  you put your mind on and continue to work at 
something whether it’s an inch, yard, mile or years in advance, 
if  you put in that work, you can definitely reach wherever you 
want to be.
“I love to be aggressive and meet the male standards. I love beating 
them -- running faster, outlifting them and outperforming them. 
It’s something that drives me every day. I used to be so timid, but 
now I won’t stop until I physically can’t go anymore.”
“She’s definitely a lot tougher than I thought she’d ever be,” her 
father said. “When she was younger and we’d throw around like 
a volleyball-sized ball she couldn’t even catch it, she didn’t have 
the physical strength. It’s amazing what she’s built herself  into.”
One day, Nika Gottschalk would like to return to Russia to find 
her biological parents and see more of  where she’s from, but for 
now, her focus is on her success and the family that helped get 
her to it.

Adopted Marine (Continued from page 15)

‘Bullet Holes Next to a Baby’s Crib’: 
Drive-By Shooting Hits Military 

Housing in Virginia Beach

(Getty Images)

6 Jul 2020 | The Virginian-Pilot | 
By Katherine Hafner
Kristianne Parren was tired and 
ready for bed early Sunday when 
an explosion-like sound erupted in 
her Virginia Beach home.
It was shortly after 1 a.m. in the 
Sandpiper Crescent Lincoln 
Military Housing complex off   

Shore Drive, and she and her husband had just finished moving 
a television into their master bedroom, she told The Virginian-
Pilot Monday. Her husband, Nicholas, was putting away his 
handgun as he does every night when the shooting started.
“I thought he had dropped his firearm and it exploded or 
something,” said Parren, 22. “As soon as he put it away gunshots 
started going off  throughout the house.”
Bullets sprayed through the front of  the home, reaching several 
rooms including the living room, master bedroom and the 
bedroom where the Parrens’ 8-month-old daughter, Mabel, lay 
asleep in her crib.
Parren said she was caught in “absolute terror.”  “It was honestly 
the most terrifying thing I’ve ever been through and probably 
will ever go through. A half  hour before I’d been feeding my 
daughter.”
She ran and grabbed her daughter and her phone in another 
room to call 911. A cellphone video Parren took the next day 
shows at least 10 bullet holes, marked with evidence letters by 
police, in Mabel’s room. The closest was about a foot away 
from the crib.
Other holes mark walls in adjoining rooms. No one was injured, 
Parren said. She said Virginia Beach police told her that the 
intended target had been a neighbor’s car.
One officer told her “he hadn’t seen a drive-by shooting like 
this before,” according to Parren. “It wasn’t a handgun. It was a 
rifle, and a pretty decently high-powered one,” she said.
Linda Kuehn, spokeswoman for the Virginia Beach Police 
Department, confirmed officers got a call for service in the 5000 
block of  Gunter Street at 1:08 a.m. but did not immediately 
have more information.
Parren said she and her husband, who’s a sailor based at Naval 
Station Norfolk, have until September on their lease with 
Lincoln, but that they cannot live at the complex anymore.
“There’s bullet holes next to a baby’s crib. Our family is going 
through a traumatic experience,” she said. “This shouldn’t have 
happened in military housing.”
She added that the shooting is a final straw on top of  multiple 
service requests over the past several years going unaddressed, 
regarding wasps and a creature living in the roof.
Brooke Scarbrough, a Lincoln Military Housing spokeswoman, 

said the residents notified the complex of  the shooting Monday 
morning and while police are leading the investigation, “we are 
working diligently with them alongside our Navy Partner to 
ensure the impacted families are taken care of  and supported.”
She said the complex has immediately increased its courtesy 
patrols and will work with Navy Fleet and Family services to 
make resources available for the community.  “Our thoughts are 
with the families who experienced this shocking event.”
Scarbrough did not immediately respond to a request for 
comment about Parren’s wider complaints.



A Marine enrolled 
in the Scout Sniper 
Team Leaders’ Course 
inches his way across 
the wooded terrain 
during a stalk exercise 
at Camp Barrett in 
2012. (Marine Corps 
photo by Lance Cpl. 
Emmanuel Ramos)

Town Hall, Protest Planned over Former 
Marine’s Scout Sniper ‘SS’ Tattoo

24 Jun 2020 | Walla Walla Union-Bulletin, Wash. | By Chloe 
LeValley
A Walla Walla, Washington, City Council work session Monday 
laid the groundwork for a town hall meeting on law enforcement, 
its practices, and the employment of  a police officer whose tattoo 
has led to a call for his resignation.
The session included discussion on the potential format and 
schedule to be officially decided at Wednesday’s virtual City 
Council meeting, where a protest outside of  the Walla Walla 
Police Department is scheduled to take place.
The hourlong protest is a prelude leading right up to Wednesday’s 
6:30 p.m. Council meeting as a message over the double lightning 
bolt “SS” tattoo on officer Nat Small, a former Marine whose 
“Scout Sniper” memorial tattoo uses the same symbolism for 
Nazi white supremacy.
The protest was the recommendation of  the Military Religious 
Freedom Foundation. The federal organization became involved 
after being contacted by a local resident when attempts to reach 
the Walla Walla Police Department multiple times for a response 
to their concerns and efforts reportedly did not receive a response.
On June 10, the foundation, a national civil rights organization, 
reportedly sent an email to Walla Walla Police Chief  Scott 
Bieber, Mayor Tom Scribner and Walla Walla City Attorney Tim 
Donaldson, threatening a suit against the city if  one of  three 
things doesn’t happen: removal of  the tattoo, alteration of  the 
tattoo, or removal of  the officer from duty.
Mikey Weinstein, founder and president of  the Military Religious 
Freedom Foundation, said late last week a response had not been 
provided.
Weinstein’s organization in 2012 called for then-Marine Corps 
Commandant Gen. James Amos to order an investigation of  a 
photo that showed a group of  Marines posed with their sniper 
rifles in front of  a blue flag with white Nazi “SS” runes, according 
to Reuters news organization.
The picture had been taken in 2010 in Afghanistan and the 
photo’s description said the “SS” flag had been “adopted and 
used by the Marines in reference to scout sniper.”
The symbol was denounced by the Marine Corps, in part due to 
efforts from Weinstein’s organization.
After the Military Religious Freedom Foundation received 
concerns from several Walla Walla residents about Small’s tattoo, 
it was sparked to action again.
Bieber did not respond for comment by press time.

Scribner said he met with City Manager Nabiel Shawa, Bieber 
and Mayor Pro Tem Steve Moss last week to discuss the virtual 
town hall meeting, a concept that was brought up at the last 
City Council meeting. The purpose will be to allow Bieber to 
respond to many questions and issues raised to law enforcement 
after the death of  George Floyd in Minneapolis, and the tattoo 
worn by the local officer.
Action is expected at the regular Council meeting Wednesday on 
how, when and where the town hall will take place, Scribner said.
“We (the Council and city leadership) take seriously the issue 
of  police policy and behavior, public safety and freedom of  
expression,” he said. “We listen to citizen comment and input 
and will try to respond to that as appropriate and legal.”
“People are, of  course, free to peacefully speak, assemble and 
protest,” Scribner said. “Heck, they can even raise their voices, 
maybe even a fist.”
Weinstein said the organization is working with locals, its 
Council, and the state of  Washington, mapping out a lawsuit 
strategy.
“We’re not going to leave it to the City Council, the mayor, or 
the chief  of  police,” Weinstein said. “At this point, we believe 
the chief  of  police should probably be fired because he’s 
allowed this to go on. It’s pretty obvious what the tattoo stands 
for. America is not accepting hate anywhere, particularly in the 
military, nor does our Constitution allow that and particularly 
among the law enforcement personnel.”
He said his organization is not anti-police and maintains a close 
relationship with its local law enforcement.
“This has to do with a member of  law enforcement having on 
his arm, the second most recognizable symbol in the world of  
Nazis and that is the “SS,” he said.
Small, a decorated veteran of  the U.S. Marine Corps, said he got 
the tattoo in 2010, before it was denounced, as a tribute to his 
fallen friend.



Meet the ‘Laughing Paratrooper’ of World War II
Military.com | By Blake Stilwell

Small-unit combat is no laughing matter. This is, unless you’re 
Leonard Funk, Jr. In that case, it’s essential.

In 1945, Funk chuckled his way out of  a sticky situation 
involving 30 escaped German prisoners during the Battle of  
the Bulge -- and he did it with a handful of  drafted clerks.

Leonard Funk served in World War II from the start to the 
finish. The Braddock Township, Pennsylvania native was 
drafted before the war, entered the Army and eventually found 
himself  in the 82d Airborne. He was sent to England but didn’t 
see combat until D-Day, Jun. 6, 1944.

He would leave Europe as one of  the most decorated 
paratroopers in Army history.

He and members of  the 
508th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment landed 40 miles 
behind German lines and 
fought hard to link up with 
the oncoming Allies. He 
didn’t lose a single soldier 
under his command, and 
earned a Silver Star for the 
effort.

Next, he jumped into Holland 
as part of  Operation Market 
Garden and earned the 
Distinguished Service Cross 

for leading an assault that captured three Nazi antiaircraft 
positions and taking out 20 enemy troops. Though Market 
Garden was a strategic failure, Funk’s effort was anything but. 
In Holland, as in France, Funk didn’t lose a single soldier under 
his command.

Soon, in January 1945, Funk and the 508th found themselves 
in the Battle of  the Bulge. He and his company were sent to 
help the Allies blunt the German offensive near Holzheim, 
Belgium. When the commander of  the company became a 
casualty after an exhaustive 15-mile march in heavy snow, Funk 
took command.

Assigned to take an enemy strongpoint, Funk realized he 
didn’t have enough men to take their objective. He went to the 
company office and gathered 30 of  the clerks positioned there. 
He led his motley crew through waist-deep snow under heavy 
fire, which included artillery shells. They cleared 15 houses 
-- again, without a single loss -- and linked up with another 
American unit, clearing the town.

Funk’s men captured 30 enemy troops and combined them 
with the 50 other prisoners captured by the other unit. Funk 
then left four men on guard to continue fighting.

Army 1st Sgt. Leonard 
Funk, poses with 
Shorty, an 8-month-
old puppy, attached 
to his parachute 
equipment, during 
World War II. The 
pup belonged to a 
fellow soldier and 
went with him - 
successfully - on the 
jump. (U.S. Army)

But he soon got word that a German patrol had ambushed 
the four-man guard and freed the 50 prisoners. When Funk 
returned to the POW corral, he encountered men wearing 
American uniforms. As he walked into the yard of  the house 
where the prisoners were kept, one of  the “Americans” shoved 
a submachine gun into his stomach.

Most people in this situation would probably show a lot of  
concern for their health and immediate well-being. Leonard 
Funk laughed in their faces. Outnumbered by at least 80 enemy 
soldiers, 1st Sgt. Funk slowly unslung his submachine gun, as 
if  he were giving up.

But the more he laughed, 
the angrier the Germans got. 
Especially the German holding 
a gun to his gut. He began to 
shout at Funk but Funk spoke no 
German, he just kept laughing. As 
the German lost his composure, 
Funk suddenly unloaded his 
Thompson into the group of  
Germans, as the four captured 
Americans picked up the fallen 
Germans’ weapons.

Within seconds 21 of  the German 
lay dead, 24 wounded and the rest 
recaptured.

“That was the stupidest thing I’ve 
ever seen,” Funk reportedly said.

It wasn’t stupid to the Department of  the Army, who realized 
the quick action of  Funk and the newly-freed American guards 
prevented the Germans from making an attack on the rear of  
the company, which would have endangered the entire plan 
of  attack. For his quick action, he was awarded the Medal of  
Honor by President Truman in September 1945.

(U.S. Army)

President Harry S. Truman 
places the Medal of  Honor 
around the neck of  Army 1 
Sgt. Leonard Funk, Sept. 5, 
1945. (U.S. Army)



8 Jul 2020 | We Are The Mighty 
| By Mandy Baker
Audie Murphy was an American 
actor known for his Western 
films. However, his initial claim to 
fame came from being the most 
decorated U.S. combat soldier 
of  World War II. He was born 
in 1925 in a small Texas town 
to poor sharecroppers. Murphy 
joined the Army in 1942 after 

falsifying his birth certificate to ensure he could enlist before 
he was eligible.
During WWII, Murphy was credited with killing 240 members 
of  enemy forces and capturing or wounding many others. In his 
three years of  active service, he became a legend among the 3rd 
Infantry Division, and is considered one of  the best fighting 
combat soldiers of  this or any other century. The U.S. Army has 
declared that there will never be another Audie Murphy. That 
is most likely the case too, with modern day technology and 
modern warfare, it is unlikely any soldier will ever live up to the 
legend of  Audie Murphy.
Murphy became the most decorated soldier of  WWII by 
earning 33 awards and decorations. He was awarded every 
decoration for valor the United States offers, some more than 
once. These awards included the Medal of  Honor, the highest 
military award for bravery that can be given to an individual. 
His awards from the war also included five decorations from 
France and Belgium.
Audie Murphy was released from active duty on September 21, 
1945. After his release, he went to Hollywood at the invitation 
of  actor James Cagney who had seen his picture on the cover 
of  Life Magazine. After years of  hardship, struggle to find work 
and sleeping in a local gymnasium, Murphy finally received 
token roles in his first two films.

Murphy’s first starring role came in 1949. 
In 1950, he received a contract with 
Universal-International (now known as 
Universal). He starred in 26 films over the 
next 15 years, 23 of  which were Westerns. 
Murphy also filmed 26 episodes of  a 
Western television series which went to air 
on NBC in 1961. Despite good reviews, 
Murphy’s series was deemed too violent. 
Only 20 episodes were aired before it was 
cancelled. 

Audie Murphy suffered from what is known today as Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). He was plagued for years by 
insomnia and depression. By the mid-1960s, Murphy became 
dependent on a prescribed sleeping medication, Placidyl. When 
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Audie Murphy: American War Hero, Actor, Advocate

Audie Murphy in "Whispering 
Smith." (Wikimedia Commons)

he realized he had become addicted to the medication, he 
locked himself  inside of  a motel room, stopped taking the pills 
and suffered through the withdrawal symptoms for a week.
Murphy used his fame to help advocate for the needs of  U.S. 
veterans. Unlike most during that time, he chose to speak out 
about his experiences and struggles with PTSD, known as 
"Battle Fatigue" at the time. He called out the U.S. government 
to look closer at and study the emotional impacts of  war and 
urged them to extend health benefits to address PTSD and 
other mental health issues of  returning war veterans.
On May 28, 1971, while on a 
business trip, Audie Murphy’s plane 
crashed just outside of  Roanoke, 
Virginia. He and five others, 
including the pilot, were killed in the 
crash. Murphy was 45 at the time of  
his death. 
On June 7, he was buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery with full military 
honors. His gravesite, which is near 
the amphitheater, is the second most 
visited grave at Arlington, surpassed 
only by John F. Kennedy's grave.
Audie Murphy remains a legend among the members of  the 
U.S. Army. While he was well known for his work as an actor 
in Hollywood, his memory will live on as a true American hero.
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