
CC NNECTIONSNNECTIONS
February 2021

Sunday, February 21st

10:00 am Meeting
via Zoom

To join the online meeting,
click the link below:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5348041177
?pwd=SHRqMU5BRkZkRk9wMFh6Z

HhCYkw0UT09

Online Meeting and Passcode:
Meeting ID: 534 804 1177

Passcode: 1JTpm2

If  you plan on joining by phone (not 
recommended), you can find a phone 
number by clicking the link below (or 

check the list in your Post E-Mail): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/
kzoUnPmU5

Telephonic Meeting and Passcode:
 Meeting ID: 534 804 1177

Passcode: 874451

NEXT POST MEETINGNEXT POST MEETING

Date   Time  Event
Sunday February 14  Valentines Day
Sunday February 21   1000** Post Meeting
Thursday February 25  Purim begins at sundown
Sunday March 14    0200 Daylight Savings Time Begins
Sunday March 21    1000** Post Meeting
Sunday March 27   Passover begins at sundown
Sunday April 25    0900**  Post Meeting
     0930  Dept. of  FL Qtly mtg 
     1000 Presentation
Sunday May 9   Mother’s Day
Sunday May 16    0900**  Post Meeting (location TBA/Virtual?)
     1000 Presentation
Monday May 31   Memorial Day
Sunday June 6    0900* Dept of  FL Convention - Delray Beach
Monday June 14   Flag Day
Sunday June 20    0930** Post Meeting and Father’s Day

MARK YOUR MARK YOUR 
CALENDARCALENDAR**

Commander Larry Jasper • lmjasper@reagan.com • (813) 404-5616

*   Dates and Times are subject to change
**  Meeting begins at 1000 virtually via Zoom

For the latest updates:

Check out all of  our websites:
Post 373 — www.jwvtampa.org
Dept of  FL  — www.jwv-fl.org
JWV National  — www.jwv.org
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CC MMANDER’SMMANDER’S          
                      CC RNERRNER

We have our next meeting on Sunday February 21st.  It will once 
again be held virtually via Zoom.  See the first page of  this 
Newsletter for log on details. Please plan to attend and invite a 
friend!
For those who are annual members, membership renewal letters 
have gone out.  If  anyone has difficulty paying their dues due to 
the pandemic or any other reason, assistance is available.  Contact 
me if  you need assistance.  All contacts will be strictly confidential.  
If  you are behind in your dues, pay for the 2021 and back dues will 
be erased.  If  you fail to pay dues for 3 years National will drop you 
from the rolls.  Don’t let that happen!
Our Post Officer elections will be held at our February meeting 
and the installation will be at the March 21st meeting.  Nominations, 
including self-nominations, will be accepted prior to voting.
If  anyone is interested in holding a Department of  Florida position, 
please let me know.  Nominations are open and will be accepted at 
the April 25th meeting and at the June 6th Department Convention 
prior to voting.  If  you are interested, contact me for details.
Our Post meetings in April and May will be on a different date 
and time.  It will be on Sunday April 25th  and May 16th at 9 AM.  
The April meeting will be no more than 30 minutes, immediately 
followed by a 30-minute Department of  Florida business session.  
Following that, at 10 AM, we will begin a fascinating presentation 
on the 1973 Yom Kippur War. It will be in conjunction with the 
Suncoast Chapter of  AUSA (Association of  the United States 
Army) and will be presented by retired IDF leaders, online from 
Israel, through the Institute for Advanced Military Thinking, 
headed by BG Gideon Avidor.
The presentation will be presented in 2 parts – in April we will 
hear the presentation on the Golan Heights Campaign and in 
May will be the Suez Canal Campaign.  Each will be presented 
by IDF members who at the time were ground commanders in 
the respective areas, to include a presentation from the Syrian and 
Egyptian perspective. For more details see the flyer or our post 
website.  
A short background on BG Avidor:
BG Avidor has a BA in History from Tel-Aviv University and a MA 
from Haifa University in Geography.  He graduated from the US 
Army Command and General Staff  College (CGSC) in 1978 and 
from the Israeli National Defence College in 1982.  He participated 
at various levels in the 1967, 1973 and 1982 wars. Between 1983 
and 1986, he served with the Israeli Ministry of  Defense and the 
IDF Defense Adviser to Singapore, Australia, New Zealand, and 
the Philippines.  He retired in 1999 after 42 years of  service.  
From  2007 to 2011 he established and managed the Institute for 
Land Warfare Studies in Latrun and in 2012 he established and 
managed the Institute for Advanced Military Thinking as a non-
profit private organization. 

We will open the presentation to all of  JWV,  AUSA, and the entire 
Jewish Community.  I plan to turn this into a recruiting tool. I will 
distribute a flyer which will be sent to all Jewish organizations in our 
area inviting their members to join in.  I will also send the flyer to 
all the JWV Departments with the request that they do the same.
I believe this will be one of  the most fascinating presentations ever. 
I hope you will all join in.
On Thursday, March 18th at 0930 Post 373 will be presented with a 
Proclamation from the City of  Tampa commemorating JWVs 125th 

Anniversary and the contributions of  our post to the community. 
This will be in person at City Hall and all post members are invited 
to attend.  Masks will be mandatory. More information at the 
February meeting.
On Sunday June 6th, we will hold our annual Department Convention.  
I am being optimistic that we will have sufficient people successfully 
vaccinated by then to have the meeting in person.  We have reserved 
the Delray Beach Golf  Club for the event.  We will be joined by 
National Commander Jeff  Sacks and Auxiliary National President 
Natalie Blank.  Details to follow.
Onto JWV business:
JWV has a Post 9-11 committee that is looking for members.  If  you 
served post 9-11,  contact Jeff  Blonder at jwv.of.massachusetts@
gmail.com. 
The Gulf  War Committee is also looking for members who served 
during that time period (1990 – 2001). If  you served, contact Rochel 
Hayman at rochelhaymanjwv@gmail.com.
The National Executive Committee (NEC) met virtually on 
Thursday and Friday January 28th and 29th.  I will speak about the 
NEC meeting at our upcoming post meeting.
As of  now, planning to hold the 126th Annual National Convention 
in New Orleans August 15th – 20th is still going forward.  Details to 
come soon.
One important item: if  you have not already registered with the VA 
for health care, you should do it as soon as possible.  Even if  you 
have Tricare, Medicare, or other health insurance, if  you served, 
you should register.  Why? Because you may be eligible for no cost 
prescriptions, medical care, and there is a possibility you (if  you 
want it) may be able to get the Covid vaccine faster than waiting 
to get it outside the VA system.  Also, the new Defense Act which 
has been approved provides for more presumptive illnesses for 
Vietnam vets.  Sign up is easy: call 877-222-8387 Monday – Friday, 
7 am – 7 pm central, or go online to: https://www.myhealth.va.gov 
and click the “register” button.  Once you complete the application 
you will receive a call from a VA rep who will walk you through the 
rest of  the process.  The rep will set up an appointment for you to 
get your VA Health Care ID (photo) and make an initial evaluation 
appointment for you. You can also sign up to show your interest in 
getting the vaccine at  https://www.va.gov/health-care/covid-19-
vaccine/stay-informed.   Don’t wait!  More details in an article on 
this subject in this issue.
I would like to thank Marilyn McKay for her work on updating our 
roster.  If  you have any changes to your contact info please contact 
Marilyn or send them to me.
L’Shalom,
Larry

https://www.myhealth.va.gov 
https://www.va.gov/health-care/covid-19-vaccine/stay-informed
https://www.va.gov/health-care/covid-19-vaccine/stay-informed
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The Committee to Elect: 
 
PNC Ainslie Ferdie (1973) 
Honorary Chairman 
 
NEC (Fl) Ike Heller  
Post 243, FL 
National Campaign Chairman 
 
PNC Michael Berman 
National Campaign Treasurer 
 
Honorary Co-Chairmen 
Past National Commanders 
 
Ainslie Ferdie (1973) 
Nathan Goldberg (1978) 
Joseph Zoldan (1983) 
Samuel Greenberg (1984) 
Edwin Goldwasser (1986) 
Herb Greff (1988) 
Warren Dolny (1992) 
David Hymes (1993) 
Michael Berman (1998) 
Monroe Mayer (1999) 
Louis Abramson (2004) 
David Magidson (2005) 
Norman Rosenshein (2006) 
Lawrence Shulman (2007) 
Ira Novoselsky (2008) 
Steven Zeitz (2010) 
Alan Falk (2011) 
Sheldon Ohren (2012) 
Robert Pickard (2013) 
Maxwell Colon (2014) 
Jerry Blum (2015) 
Carl Singer (2016) 
Paul Warner (2017) 
Barry Schneider (2018) 
Harvey Weiner (2019) 
 
 
Committee in formation 
 
NC Jeffrey Sacks                              
NJA Peter Nickitas, MN   
DC Larry Jasper, FL 
DC Howard Goldstein, IL  
DC Steve Markman, OH  
DC Lou Michaels, MN  
DC Larry Rosenthal, NJ  
DC Jeff Blonder, MA  
DC Floyd Williams, TALO  
DC Monroe Ginsburg, Midwest 
NEC Jules Golumbik, FL  
NA Michael Corbett, FL  
NEC Gerald Rennert, FL  
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

  Alan Paley / Nelson Mellitz 
National Commander / National Vice Commander 

Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America 
 

 
Dear Comrade: 
 
This Committee, The Department of Florida, and The Department of New Jersey take 
pride in endorsing NVC Alan Paley for National Commander and NQM Nelson Mellitz 
for National Vice Commander of the Jewish War Veterans of the United States of 
America for the year 2021-2022. 

 
These endorsements are based on their service to JWV, the US 
Armed Forces, and their communities.  Brief Biographies follow: 
 
Alan Paley enlisted in the US Air Force in 1966 and served as a 
Weapons Specialist on Phantom F-4D fighter aircraft at bases in 
West Germany, Italy, and Libya.  He joined New Jersey JWV Post 
651 in 1968 as an in-service member.   
 
Following his honorable discharge in 1970 he became active in JWV 

and rose through the ranks of his post becoming one of the youngest Post 
Commanders in JWV.  In 1979 he was elected Bergen County (NJ) Council 
Commander.  He relocated to Florida in the early 1980s and later transferred to Florida 
Post 606 serving as Post Commander from 1996 to 2016.  While serving as Post 
Commander, he was elected Commander of Broward, Palm Beach County Council in 
1999.  In 2015 he was elected the Commander of the Department of Florida and 
served in that capacity until 2019.  Since 2016 he has been the National Budget 
Chairman and in 2019 was also appointed as the National Adjutant.  In 2020, Alan was 
elected to the newly created position of National Vice Commander. He is a life member 
of both JWV and NMAJMH and has over 51 years of continuous service to JWV.  
 
In civilian life, Alan is the Chief Financial Officer of Overseas Cargo, Inc., a 3rd party 
logistics and warehouse service provider specializing in the handling, storage, and 
exportation of perishable goods.  He has three children and one grandchild.  Alan 
serves on the Executive Board of Temple Beth Torah Sha’aray Tzedek and served as 
Vice President of Finance/Treasurer for eight years.  He was honored as the 
Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs Man of the Year in 2015.  In 2016, Alan was named 
Chief Financial Officer of the Year by the South Florida Business Journal.   
 
 

 
Colonel Nelson L. Mellitz, USAF, Retired, continues an over 80-year 
family legacy of serving in the Jewish War Veteran (JWV) of the 
United States of America.  Nelson and Debbie’s family have been 
active members of the JWV since the late 1930’s or early 1940’s in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey.  They both have grandfathers, fathers, 
aunts, uncles, and cousins that have proudly served in the U.S. 
military during war and peace and later in the Jewish War Veterans. 
 
Nelson served 32 years in the United States Air Force.  He has been 

based at more than 13 different locations domestic and overseas, during five major 
wars and many other combat operations.  He enlisted in the Air Force in 1970 as an E-
1 and was assigned to a Civil Engineering Unit as a Site Development Specialist.  Over 
the next nine and half years he was promoted to Master Sergeant (E-7).  He was 
awarded a direct commission to 2nd Lieutenant in 1980 and assigned to the Acquisition 
Career field with a specialty in U.S. Government Contracting.  Nelson was promoted to 
full Colonel in 1998.  He has received over 20 military awards and decorations 
including the U.S. Ambassador to Iraqi Meritorious Citation. 

         
         
         
         

JWV Candidates for National Commander Alan 
Paley and National Vice Commander Nelson Mellitz 
The Department of  Florida, and The Department of  New Jersey take pride in endorsing National Vice Commander 
Alan Paley for National Commander and National Quartermaster Nelson Mellitz for National Vice Commander of  
the Jewish War Veterans of  the United States of  America for the year 2021-2022. These endorsements are based on 
their service to JWV, the US Armed Forces, and their communities.
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Nelson has held many leadership positions in JWV: National Quartermaster and 
National Chief of Staff; Commander of Post 126, Council Commander, Department of 
NJ Commander, among others. 

Nelson has received numerous JWV National, Department, and local awards: National 
Murray L. Rosen Award; Edward D, Blatt Award; National Department Commander of 
the Year; National Judge Lawrence Gubow Memorial Award – Americanism; NJ Post 
Commander of the Year; NJ Person of the Year; NJ Council Commander of the Year; 
JWV Post 1 - LT COL Epstein, Vietnam Veteran Award (pending).  

Colonel Mellitz is Vice President of World Wide Business Operations for Land Sea Air 
Security, LLC.  LSA Security markets proven military defensive equipment (i.e., drone 
catcher, electronic sea and land based invisible fencing). He has been married to 
Debbie Markowitz Mellitz from Pittsburgh for 41 years and they are the proud parents 
of two successful daughters. 

 
 
 

                                                                             
 
This Committee requests your personal support and if within your means, monetary contribution, to bring this election campaign to 
victory at the National Convention in New Orleans, Louisiana in August.    
 
        
Yours in Comradeship, 
 
Ike Heller 
        
Ike Heller, NEC-FL                                                          
Campaign Chairman 
                                                                                        
        
 
Please submit the coupon on the attached page with your donation via check payable to: 
 
Department of New Jersey 
 
In care of:  PNC Michael Berman, Esq.  

      Campaign Treasurer 
       910 E. County Line Road 103E 
       Lakewood, NJ  08701 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Committee to Elect Alan Paley, NC, and Nelson Mellitz, NVC 
 

 
Check One:  
 
_____ Yes, please add my name to the Committee. 
 
_____ No, please do not use my name. 
 
Enclosed is my/our contribution to the campaign in the amount of $________________________ 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________    Post # _________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  ________________________   State:  ____    Zip Code:  _________ - _____ 
 
 

Paid for by the Committee to Elect  Alan Paley, NC, and Nelson Mellitz, NVC 
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Steward’s Mate 1st Class Charles Walter David Jr., 26, of  New York 
City, known for his fierce loyalty to his ship and shipmates despite 
the second-class status afforded Blacks during World War II, 
jumped into the lifeboats and began hoisting the survivors aboard.
In the course of  the rescue mission, Lt. Langford Anderson, 
the Comanche’s executive officer, slipped and fell into the frigid 
waters. Without hesitation, David dove into the icy sea and swam 
to Anderson’s rescue and brought him to the net.
After helping the last survivors scramble aboard, David went up 
the net himself  to the Comanche’s deck, but his friend, Storekeeper 
1st Class Richard ‘Dick” Swanson, could make it only halfway up, 
after being in the freezing water, according to an account by Dr. 
William H. Thiesen, the Coast Guard’s Atlantic Area historian.
From the Comanche’s deck, David shouted encouragement: 
“C’mon Swanny, you can make it.” But Swanson couldn’t move. 
David went down the net again and lifted Swanson to safety.
Several weeks later, David died of  pneumonia at a hospital in 
Greenland from the hypothermia he suffered during the rescues.
“Despite his secondary status in a segregated service, Charles 
Walter David Jr. placed the needs of  others before his own. For 
his heroism, David was posthumously awarded the Navy & Marine 
Corps Medal and, in 1999, was recognized with the Immortal 
Chaplains Prize for Humanity,” Thiesen wrote.
In 2013, the Coast Guard named a Sentinel-class fast response 
cutter the Charles Walter David Jr. in honor of  his exemplary 
service.

Tragic Loss, Astonishing Heroism Remembered on 
Anniversary of SS Dorchester’s Sinking

3 Feb 2021 | Military.com | By Richard Sisk
Wreaths Across America on Wednesday is retelling the tragic yet 
inspiring story of  the World War II sinking of  the troop ship 
Dorchester, the heroic sacrifice of  the “Four Chaplains” aboard, 
and the bravery of  the Black Coast Guard steward who gave his 
life swimming through icy seas to rescue a shipmate.
The 368-foot steamship Dorchester, operated by the War Shipping 
Administration, was part of  a convoy that left New York in 
January 1943 bound for the Army Command Base at Narsarsuaq 
in southern Greenland.
After midnight Feb. 3, 1943, the Dorchester was torpedoed by a 
U-boat in the Labrador Sea off  Greenland and went down in 20 
minutes, according to official records.
A total of  675 of  the 904 aboard drowned or died of  hypothermia 
in the frigid waters in what was believed to be the worst single 
death toll for a U.S. convoy during WWII.
The Dorchester’s loss is remembered most for the sacrifice of  the 
“Four Chaplains” -- two Protestants, a rabbi, and a Catholic priest. 
They were all Army first lieutenants who went down with the ship.
When the torpedo hit, the chaplains guided men below decks to 
the lifeboats and handed out life jackets. When the supply ran out, 
the chaplains gave away their own life vests to four men who had 
none, survivors said. They then linked arms, offered prayers and 
sang hymns as the ship went down.
“I could hear men crying, pleading, praying, and swearing. I could 
also hear the chaplains preaching courage to the men. Their voices 
were probably the only things that kept me sane,” survivor William 
Bednar said in a 1997 interview with The Baltimore Sun.
Survivor John Ladd recalled the chaplains giving away their life 
vests, according to the Four Chaplains Memorial Foundation. 
“It was the finest thing I have seen or hope to see this side of  
heaven,” he said.
Lt. George L. Fox, a Methodist minister from Pennsylvania; Lt. 
Alexander D. Goode, a Reform rabbi from New York; Lt. Clark V. 
Poling, a Reformed Church in America minister from Ohio; and 
Lt. John P. Washington, a Catholic priest from New Jersey, were 
each posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service Cross and 
Purple Heart.
There were attempts in Congress to award the four chaplains the 
Medal of  Honor, but the efforts did not succeed under the strict 
guidelines for awarding the medal.
Instead, a Special Medal for Heroism was authorized by Congress 
and awarded by President Dwight Eisenhower in 1961.
When the Dorchester was going down, the Coast Guard cutter 
Comanche ignored the threat of  another U-boat attack and raced 
through heavy seas to pick up survivors.
The Comanche lowered a cargo net, but many of  those in the 
lifeboats were too weak and numbed by the cold to climb aboard.

When the U.S. Army Transport Dorchester was struck by a 
German submarine, Feb. 3, 1943, four Army chaplains spread out 
among the soldiers, calming the frightened, tending the wounded 
and guiding the disoriented toward safety. They were Lt. George 
Fox, a Methodist; Lt. Alexander Goode, a Jewish Rabbi; Lt. John 
Washington, a Roman Catholic Priest; and Lt. Clark Poling, a Dutch 
Reformed minister. (U.S. Army)
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Jewish War Veterans of the USA 
National Executive Committee (NEC) 

January 28-29, 2021

Membership Committee

JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH (JAHM)

Why JAHM? Understanding that recruiting for all JWV Posts is a
local activity. Every JWV Post should plan to be an active partner
participate in their local JAHM events. This is an ideal opportunity
for name recognition and recruiting potential new members.

(1) https://www.loc.gov/law/help/commemorative-observations/jewish-heritage.php/

Jewish American Heritage Month is a month to celebrate
the contributions Jewish Americans have made to America
since they first arrived in New Amsterdam in 1654. Jewish
American Heritage Month had its origins in 1980 when
Congress passed Pub. L. 96-237 which authorized and
requested the President to issue a proclamation
designating a week in April or May as Jewish Heritage
Week. The House Concurrent Resolution urging the
president to designate a month in the year as Jewish
American Heritage.(1) There is no one better than the
local JWV Members to show that “Jews Served.”

Jewish American Heritage Month begins May 1st.  Every member should contact Jewish 
Organizations in their area to see what is planned and how they can involve JWV.

Army to Oust Lieutenant for Making 
Holocaust Jokes on TikTok

13 Jan 2021  Military.com | By Matthew Cox

The Army lieutenant who posted a video on social media of  
himself  joking about Jewish people sent to Nazi ovens during 
the Holocaust is about to be kicked out of  the Army, an official 
from Fort Bragg, North Carolina, confirmed.

In August, the XVIII Airborne Corps launched a 15-6 fact-
finding investigation on 2nd Lt. Nathan Freihofer, a popular 
TikTok influencer with millions of  followers, after one of  his 
videos showed him in civilian clothes in front of  a mirror telling 
the offensive joke and appearing to render a Nazi salute.

The investigation that followed ended with Freihofer’s 
commander recommending, “let’s reprimand and retain” him 
in the Army, XVIII Airborne spokesman Col. Joe Buccino told 
Military.com.

Lt. Gen. Michael “Erik” Kurilla, commander of  the XVIII 
Airborne, disagreed, saying that his behavior was inconsistent 
with Army values, especially for a soldier who serves in a 
leadership position, according to Buccino said. He added that 
Kurilla “made the decision not to retain.”

Screengrab from different video on 2nd Lt. Nathan 
Freihofer’s TikTok page. (Nathan Freihofer/TikTok)

Freihofer, an artillery officer who has 3.8 million followers 
on TikTok, had been under investigation for months and 
was removed from his leadership position in the 3rd Infantry 
Division at Fort Stewart, Georgia, in August, The Washington 
Post reported.

The decision is not final yet, however. Freihofer has been given 
time to prepare an argument in his favor, which he is scheduled 
to present in the next two weeks, Buccino said.

If  Kurilla decides Freihofer should leave the Army, it’s still 
unclear when that will occur since the case will have to go up to 
the Army staff  level for processing.

The Army’s senior leadership launched efforts to root out racism 
and extremism in the ranks after the May 25 death of  George 
Floyd, a Black man who died in the custody of  Minneapolis 
police. The incident touched off  protests against racism across 
the country.
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In this screen shot from a YouTube video posted by the Pinellas 
County Sheriff ’s Office, Pinellas County Sheriff  Bob Gualtieri speaks 
during a news conference as Oldsmar, Fla., Mayor Eric Seidel, left, 
listens, Monday, Feb. 8, 2021, in Oldsmar, Fla. (Pinellas County Sheriff ’s 
Office via AP)

A Hacker Tried to Poison a 
Florida City’s Drinking Water

9 Feb 2021 | The Associated Press | By Frank Bajak

A hacker gained entry to the system controlling the water 
treatment plant of  a Florida city of  15,000 and tried to taint 
the water supply with a caustic chemical, exposing a danger 
cybersecurity experts say has grown as systems become both 
more computerized and accessible via the internet.

The hacker who breached the system at the city of  Oldsmar’s 
water treatment plant on Friday using a remote access program 
shared by plant workers briefly increased the amount of  sodium 
hydroxide by a factor of  one hundred (from 100 parts per 
million to 11,100 parts per million), Pinellas County Sheriff  Bob 
Gualtieri said during a news conference Monday.

Sodium hydroxide, also called lye, is used to treat water acidity 
but the compound is also found in cleaning supplies such as 
soaps and drain cleaners. It can cause irritation, burns and other 
complications in larger quantities.

Fortunately, a supervisor saw the chemical being tampered 
with — as a mouse controlled by the intruder moved across 
the screen changing settings — and was able to intervene and 
immediately reverse it, Gualtieri said. Oldsmar is about 15 miles 
(25 kilometers) northwest of  Tampa.

Gualtieri said the public was never in danger.  But he did say the 
intruder took “the sodium hydroxide up to dangerous levels.”

Oldsmar officials have since disabled the remote-access system, 
and say other safeguards were in place to prevent the increased 
chemical from getting into the water. Officials warned other city 
leaders in the region — which was hosting the Super Bowl — 
about the incident and suggested they check their systems.

Experts say municipal water and other systems have the potential 
to be easy targets for hackers because local governments’ 
computer infrastructure tends to be underfunded.

Robert M. Lee, CEO of  Dragos Security, and a specialist in 
industrial control system vulnerabilities, said remote access to 
industrial control systems such as those running water treatment 
plants has become increasingly common.

“As industries become more digitally connected, we will continue 
to see more states and criminals target these sites for the impact 
they have on society,” Lee said.

The leading cybersecurity firm FireEye attributed an uptick in 
hacking attempts it has seen in the last year mostly to novices 
seeking to learn about remotely accessible industrial systems. 

Many victims appear to have been selected arbitrarily and no 
serious damage was caused in any of  the cases -- in part because 
of  safety mechanisms and professional monitoring, FireEye 
analyst Daniel Kapellmann Zafra said in a statement.

“While the (Oldsmar) incident does not appear to be particularly 
complex, it highlights the need to strengthen the cybersecurity 
capabilities across the water and wastewater industry,” he said.

What concerns experts most is the potential for state-backed 
hackers intent on doing serious harm targeting water supplies, 
power grids and other vital services.

In May, Israel’s cyber chief  said the country had thwarted a major 
cyber-attack a month earlier against its water systems, an assault 
widely attributed to its archenemy Iran. Had Israel not detected 
the attack in real time, he said chlorine or other chemicals could 
have entered the water, leading to a “disastrous” outcome.

Tarah Wheeler, a Harvard Cybersecurity Fellow, said communities 
should take every precaution possible when using remote access 
technology on something as critical as a water supply.

“The systems administrators in charge of  major civilian 
infrastructure like a water treatment facility should be securing 
that plant like they’re securing the water in their own kitchens,” 
Wheeler told the Associated Press via email. “Sometimes when 

See Hacker — continued on page 8
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Extremist Groups Are Actively Trying to Recruit 
Military Members, Defense Officials Say

15 Jan 2021 | Military.com | By Gina Harkins
The U.S. military is facing a real threat from domestic extremists, 
particularly those pushing white supremacist views who want to add 
service members -- and their tactical skills -- to their ranks, a senior 
defense official told reporters Thursday.
The Pentagon is reviewing how best to crack down on extremist 
views in the ranks, with a report due back to the defense secretary 
in about 60 days, an official said. The U.S. has seen a resurgence of  
white-supremacist and extreme nationalist views in the last several 
years, and the problems are seeping into the military, too.
“This is clearly of  great concern to the department because as a 
volunteer force, as a slice of  our society, all those issues that exist 
in society have the potential to exist within the military,” a senior 
defense official said. Defense officials briefed reporters on some of  
the efforts underway to address the problems, but did so on the 
condition of  anonymity.
Federal investigations into criminal behavior among troops and 
veterans are on the rise, one official said, including reports of  
extremism. Officials declined to provide specifics on the number of  
cases they’re seeing compared to years past, but one cited about 200 
notifications of  current and former service members falling under 
examination for possible criminal or intelligence issues.
The Defense Department is facing renewed questions about how 
it’s dealing with troops’ racist or extreme beliefs in the wake of  
the deadly Jan. 6 riot at the U.S. Capitol. Several military veterans 
and service members were allegedly involved, including a corporal 
currently serving in the Virginia National Guard.
Fourteen senators sent a letter Thursday to the DoD’s acting 
inspector general, calling for action.
“The issue of  white supremacy and extremist ideology is not new, 
but the attack on the Capitol makes clear this alarming trend must be 
immediately addressed,” the letter states. “Although the Pentagon has 
acknowledged this issue, it has failed to implement a comprehensive 
action plan to address it.”
The DoD inspector general’s office announced the same day that it 
will begin evaluating the matter this month.
“Our objective is to determine the extent to which the DoD and 
the Military Services have implemented policy and procedures 
that prohibit active advocacy and active participation related to 
supremacist, extremist, or criminal gang doctrine, ideology, or causes 
by active duty military personnel, as required by DoD Instruction 
1325.06,” the office’s notice states.
Several reports have detailed the ways in which far-right extremist 
groups are trying to recruit military members and veterans, including 
the Boogaloo Bois, a Hawaiian-shirt-wearing anti-government 
group. Kathleen Belew, a professor at the University of  Chicago 
and author of  “Bring the War Home: The White Power Movement 
and Paramilitary America,” told Vice News in June that active-
duty service members and veterans can “dramatically escalate the 
impact of  fringe activism, pass on explosives expertise, urban warfare 
expertise.”
“This is not a problem we should take lightly,” Belew told the news 

people set up local networks, they don’t understand the danger 
of  an improperly configured and secured series of  internet-
connected devices.”

A plant worker first noticed the unusual activity at around 8 
a.m. Friday when someone briefly accessed the system but 
thought little of  it because co-workers regularly accessed the 
system remotely, Gualtieri told reporters. But at about 1:30 p.m., 
someone accessed it again, took control of  the mouse, directed 
it to the software that controls water treatment and increased 
the amount of  sodium hydroxide.

The sheriff  said the intruder was active for three to five minutes. 
When they exited, the plant operator immediately restored the 
proper chemical mix, he said.

Other safeguards in place — including manual monitoring — 
likely would have caught the change in the 24 to 36 hours it took 
before it reached the water supply, the sheriff  said.

Investigators said it wasn’t immediately clear where the attack 
came from — whether the hacker was domestic or foreign. 
The FBI, along with the Secret Service and the Pinellas County 
Sheriff ’s Office are investigating the case.

Russian state-backed hackers have in recent years penetrated 
some U.S. industrial control systems, including the power grid 
and manufacturing plants while Iranian hackers were caught 
seizing control of  a suburban New York dam in 2013. In no 
case was damage inflicted but officials say they believe the 
foreign adversaries have planted software boobytraps that could 
be activated in an armed conflict.

Hacker — continued from page 7

In this Aug. 12, 2017, file photo, white 
nationalist demonstrators use shields 
as they guard the entrance to Lee Park 
in Charlottesville, Va. (AP Photo/Steve 
Helber)

site.
After the attack on the U.S. Capitol, the Joint Chiefs sent a letter to the 
entire force, reminding troops to uphold the law and Constitution. Gary 
Reed, the director for defense intelligence and counterintelligence, law 
enforcement and security, stressed this week that extremism has no 
place in the ranks.
All military personnel, he said, including members of  the National 
Guard and Reserve, have undergone a background investigation and 
are subject to continuous evaluation.
“Simply put, we will not tolerate extremism of  any sort in DoD,” 
Reed said.
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Join us on our 33rd Mission to Israel! Witness the wonderful achievements of this small Jewish country, America’s friend and 
ally.  We visit places other groups do not visit. Get updated briefings. Meet Israelis and their leaders. Enjoy fun and comradeship 
with fellow veterans. Feel at home! You do not have to be Jewish or a veteran to travel with us, so bring your family and friends!  

JWV’s 33rd Mission to Israel 
November 28 - December 7, 2021

Sunday, November 28:  Depart for an overnight, non-stop flight on ELAL from JFK or Newark. Dinner, inflight 
entertainment and breakfast on board.

Monday, November 29:  We arrive in Israel, at Ben Gurion airport, near Tel Aviv.  
Transfer to your beach-front Tel Aviv hotel. If time permits - on the way to the 
hotel – a panoramic city tour.  Check-in and rest. 
• We meet for dinner at the hotel.

Tuesday, November 30:  After enjoying a hearty Israeli breakfast, we visit the 
hidden underground bullet factory from the British mandate time.  Afterwards 
we are hosted by TZEVET (The JWV of Israel) for an Israeli Defense Force (IDF) 
briefing and lunch. Afternoon visit to Palmach Museum. Palmach was the pre-
1948 military force Israel built during the British mandate time. 
• Dinner and overnight in our Tel Aviv hotel.

Wednesday, December 1:  After breakfast we depart Tel Aviv 
towards Latroun - the armored corps memorial center. See 
Israeli-made Merkava tanks. We shall lay a wreath to honor those 
who fell on the defense of Israel. We reach Jerusalem and visit 
Ammunition Hill, site of the fiercest battle in Jerusalem during 
the Six Day War. 
• Check-in and dinner at our Jerusalem hotel.

Thursday, December  2: Today we enjoy a city tour of Jerusalem. 
We will visit Mount of Olives (the famous stunning view of 
Jerusalem), Shrine of the Book at Israel Museum – home to the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, Mt. Herzel National Memorial Center, and 
Bethlehem, a special place for Christian guests. 
• Dinner and overnight in our Jerusalem hotel.

Friday, December 3: Today we visit Yad Vashem holocaust museum. Enjoy 
Machne Yehuda market and get the special feeling of last minute food 
shopping for Shabbat. Afternoon visit to the Jewish Quarter, ending at the 
Kotel (Western Wall) where we conduct a unique Kabbalat Shabbat service.  

• Shabbat dinner and overnight in our 
Jerusalem hotel.

Saturday, December 4: – Today we 
leave Jerusalem and head towards the 
Dead Sea and Masada.   Enjoy floating 
on the Dead Sea – full of natural healing 
properties. The mud here is nature’s gift 
to your skin.   Visit Masada – the palace 
fortress King Herod built and where 
hundreds of Jews preferred a group suicide rather than falling into Roman hands.  

We head north through the Jordan Valley towards our Tiberias hotel.  (Shomer Shabbat will have a day of rest at the 
Jerusalem hotel and will be transferred after Shabbat). 
• Dinner and overnight in our Tiberias hotel.

This year in Jerusalem!

ITINERARY 
Sunday, November 28:  Depart for an overnight, non-stop flight on ELAL from JFK or Newark. Dinner,

 inflight entertainment, and breakfast on board. 
Monday, November 29:  We arrive in Israel, at Ben Gurion airport, near Tel Aviv.  Transfer to your 
beach-front Tel Aviv hotel. If time permits – on the way to the hotel – a panoramic city tour.  Check-in and 
rest. 

• We meet for dinner at the hotel. 
Tuesday, November 30:  After enjoying a hearty Israeli breakfast, we visit the hidden underground 
bullet factory from the British mandate time.  Afterwards we are hosted by TZEVET (The JWV of Israel) 
for an Israeli Defense Force (IDF) briefing and lunch. Afternoon visit to Palmach Museum. Palmach was 
the pre-1948 military force Israel built during the British mandate time. 

• Dinner and overnight in our Tel Aviv hotel. 
Wednesday, December 1:  After breakfast we depart Tel Aviv towards Latroun – the armored corps 
memorial center. See Israeli-made Merkava tanks. We shall lay a wreath to honor those who fell on the 
defense of Israel. We reach Jerusalem and visit Ammunition Hill, site of the fiercest battle in Jerusalem 
during the Six Day War. 

• Check-in and dinner at our Jerusalem hotel. 
Thursday, December 2: Today we enjoy a city tour of Jerusalem. We will visit Mount of Olives (the

 famous stunning view of Jerusalem), Shrine of the Book at 
Israel Museum – home to the Dead Sea Scrolls, Mt. Herzel National Memorial Center, 
and Bethlehem, a special place for Christian guests. 

• Dinner and overnight in our Jerusalem hotel. 
Friday, December 3: Today we visit Yad Vashem holocaust museum. Enjoy Machne Yehuda market 
and get the special feeling of last-minute food shopping for Shabbat. Afternoon visit to the Jewish 
Quarter, ending at the Kotel (Western Wall) where we conduct a unique Kabbalat Shabbat service. 

• Shabbat dinner and overnight in our Jerusalem hotel. 

Saturday, December 4: – Today we leave Jerusalem and head towards the Dead 

Sea and Masada.  Enjoy floating on the Dead Sea – full of natural healing 
properties. The mud here is nature’s gift to your skin.   Visit Masada – the palace fortress King Herod built 
and where hundreds of Jews preferred a group suicide rather than falling into Roman hands.  We head 
north through the Jordan Valley towards our Tiberias hotel.  (Shomer Shabbat will have a day of rest at 
the Jerusalem hotel and will be transferred after Shabbat). 

• Dinner and overnight in our Tiberias hotel. 
Sunday, December 5:  We start at Misgav Am overlooking Lebanon. Listen to a special briefing about 
this fragile northern border of Israel. Proceed to the Golan Heights. Visit the battle fields of the Yom 
Kippur War and the new city of Katzrin. Afternoon visit to Kfar Naum – the synagogue where Jesus 
preached. If time permits, we end the day at the Donna Gracia Museum – a unique story of a 16th 
century woman returning home from the Spanish – Portuguese inquisition. 

• Dinner and overnight in our Tiberias hotel. 

Monday, December 6: Visit Nazareth – hometown of Jesus.  Proceed to a tree 
planting site where each of us can plant a tree and get a certificate.  Drive to Haifa to see the Bahaii 
Gardens and arrive to your Herzeliya marina hotel for relaxation, rest, and dinner. 
Tuesday, December 7:  – Enjoy a delicious Israeli breakfast. Transfer to the airport for your flight back 
home. 
Evening arrival in JFK or Newark. 

Welcome home!  You have just returned from a lifetime experience! 
 

For registration information, 
click on the link below:

https://www.jwv.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/02/33rd-

Mission-to-Israel-2021.pdf

https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/33rd-Mission-to-Israel-2021.pdf
https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/33rd-Mission-to-Israel-2021.pdf
https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/33rd-Mission-to-Israel-2021.pdf
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16 Jan 2021 | The Associated Press 
KANNAPOLIS, N.C. (AP) — Dorothy Schmidt Cole, 
recognized last year as the oldest living U.S. Marine, has died at 
age 107.
Beth Kluttz, Cole’s only child, confirmed Friday that her mother 
died of  a heart attack at Kluttz’s home in Kannapolis, North 
Carolina, on Jan. 7.
The Charlotte Observer reports Cole enlisted as one of  the 
earliest female Marine reservists following the bombing of  Pearl 
Harbor. She had left her Ohio home to head to Pittsburgh, where 
she hoped to volunteer for the Navy, but because she was only 
4 feet, 11 inches tall, she was deemed too short to meet Navy 
standards.
Undaunted by her rejection, Cole decided to learn how to fly an 
airplane and persuade the Marine Corps to let her be a pilot.
In July 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Marine 
Corps Women’s Reserve into law, giving women the chance to 
fill positions left open by men headed to combat. The Corps 
delayed formation of  the branch until February 1943, and Cole 
enlisted five months later at age 29, becoming one of  the earliest 
volunteers for the branch.

Despite putting in 200 hours in the cockpit of  a Piper Cub, 
Cole completed six weeks of  boot camp at Camp Lejeune with 
the Women’s Reserve’s First Battalion and wound up “behind a 
typewriter instead of  an airplane.”
Cole’s husband, Wiley, was in the Navy and served on the aircraft 
carrier USS Hornet, which sailed in both the Pacific Theater and 
the Solomon Islands campaign during World War II before it was 
torpedoed and sunk in October 1942.
Cole moved to San Francisco after the war to be with Wiley. They 
married and had their only child in 1953. The couple were both 
hired by the Ames Research Center in Silicon Valley in California 
before Wiley Cole died of  a heart attack in 1955.
Kluttz moved from California to North Carolina in 1976 and 
Cole followed her to the area around 1979.

Dorothy Schmidt Cole, Oldest Living Marine, Dies at 107

An Army soldier plays taps in the 
Cypress Hills National Cemetery, New 
York, on Nov. 18, 2009. (Randall Clinton/
U.S. Marine Corps)

JWV’s 33rd Annual Mission To Israel  
November 28 - December 7, 2021 Cost Qty Total

Basic Tour departing on EL AL from JFK-NY 
or Newark-NJ.  *  Airline seat upgrades will 

be subject to market rate.

$3889.00

Land Charge only (trip excluding air fare) $2995.00

Single Supplement $890.00

Travel Insurance -  Insurance purchased 
when paying first deposit avoids limitations 
due to pre-existing medical conditons. 
Travel insurance is non-refundable.                        

$174.00

Total 
Amount:

If you pay by check:
•  You may deduct $155.00 from the Basic Tour                                       

• You may deduct $120.00 from the Land only

                                                     

•  A $350.00 deposit is required at time of registration.
•    2nd payment of $500.00 is due May 28, 2021.
•   Full payment is due no later than August 28, 2021, to avoid a $75.00 late fee charge.
•   You can still sign up to travel with us after the final payment due date, but be 

advised that price is guaranteed until tickets are issued.  

       I have read the tour brochure and agree to its conditions. 

                         I am paying this amount today:___________________   

     I have enclosed a check

     Please charge my credit card for the amount of:_________________

            Visa           Mastercard            American Express          Discover

 Card #:_________________________________    Exp: _____/______                    

 Cardholder Signature:_______________________________________
 

 If you would like to upgrade your airplane seat, contact Mary Craddock 
at Aviatours:   mary@aviatours.net • (800) 950-0747 • (516) 867-2200

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Christy Turner at:
cturner@jwv.org  • (202) 265-6280

Please make check out to Jewish War Veterans

 Total Amount Due:___________________

Final payment must be made 
by August 28, 2021, to take 
advantage of deduction. Discount 
will be applied to final payment.

Name

Address

City              State              Zipcode 

Cell                                                  Home

E-mail: 

I prefer to share a room with:______________________________________________

Military rank if you were in the military: ____________________________________

Are you a member of JWV? ________    If so, what Post? __________

Are you an Allied veteran guest? __________  
If yes, what organization do you represent and what is your position?

_______________________________________________________________________

Is this your first trip to Israel? _________   First trip with JWV? ___________                                          

So that we are able to accommodate your needs, please let us know of physical 
conditions or disabilities which may require special assistance.

Passport No. _____________________________________________________   

Date of Birth: ______/______/_______ 

Date Issued: _____/______/______     Expiration Date: _____/______/______

Passports must be valid at least until 
June 8, 2022

  mm       dd         yyyy

  mm      dd        yyyy

  mm       dd        yyyy

Please send your completed registration 
form along with payment, signed  release, 

and color copy of your passport to:     

Jewish War Veterans of the USA
1811 R Street, NW
Washington, DC 20009
Attn: Christy Turner 

(exactly as it appears on your passport)

This year in Jerusalem!
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During the first daytime airstrike of  Desert Storm, Mark Fox 
flew out with about 30 airplanes that launched at once from an 
aircraft carrier, looking for the Scuds used to terrorize U.S. troops 
in Saudi Arabia.
It was a brilliantly blue day, sun glancing off  sea and sand, and 
Fox flew alongside planes that would keep his F/A-18 Hornet 
-- and the bombs he carried -- safe.
“The tactics we used were pretty darn good,” said Fox, now a 
retired Navy vice admiral.  But the Iraqi pilots weren’t bad, either.  
“We were a lot better trained, and we had better equipment,” Fox 
said. “But we respected them -- there was no question about it.”
Fox had reason to. In the early hours of  that day -- Jan. 17, 
1991 -- another pilot from Fox’s squadron, Capt. Michael Scott 
Speicher, had been shot down by an Iraqi warplane.  “I think it’s 
pretty certain that it was an Iraqi MiG-25 that shot him down that 
night,” Fox said. “And it was a pretty confusing melee in the air.”
The Air War
People tend to remember Desert Storm as a short, easy war -- 
and compared with the “forever” wars that followed, that makes 
sense: a 100-hour ground war blip in the annals of  history.
But the people who lived through it remember it differently: 
Months of  preparation preceded a month-and-a-half-long air 
war that left 33 American pilots and their crew members dead. 
Iraqi pilots had trained with Soviet pilots, as well as fighting in 
an eight-year war with Iran, leaving them better prepared to fight 
than anyone expected. And complications in the Middle East 
-- from dust storms to pitch-black nights to unfamiliarity with 
unstudied territory -- presented constant challenges.
The air war lasted from Jan. 17, until Feb. 28, 1991, with coalition 
forces dropping 88,000 tons of  munitions during more than 
100,000 sorties. They decimated Saddam Hussein’s air force, 
bombing shelters Hussein thought would be impervious to 
attack. The pilots proved to Hussein that he couldn’t win in 
the air over Kuwait, took out key defenses and command-and-
control centers, ensured troops on the ground wouldn’t be hit by 
enemy aircraft, and then supported the ground war from Feb. 24 
until Feb. 28.
Without constant training, U.S. pilots say they would have 
accomplished none of  that. But without the benefit of  combat-
experienced service members after years of  peace, there was no 
one at the unit level to prepare them for the momentum of  war, 

as well as the heartache that followed.
Hussein invaded Kuwait Aug. 2, 1990, and within days, President 
George H.W. Bush deployed U.S. troops, ultimately more than 
500,000 -- including hundreds of  pilots -- to move into the 
Persian Gulf  for a six-month build-up of  a tank war built upon 
Cold War training for the Fulda Gap and an attack from the 
Soviets.  This was known as Desert Shield.
But as it turned out, the Iraqi military had been trained by 
and gained equipment from the Soviets, including an array of  
helicopters and jet fighters. Iraq had invaded Iran in 1980, using 
Soviet-era equipment, but as the country gained support in its 
fight against the Ayatollah Khomeini’s hardline government, 
the United States under President Ronald Reagan supported 
Hussein with money and equipment, such as howitzers and Huey 
helicopters, sold through Jordan and Saudi Arabia.
The Iran-Iraq war ended in a ceasefire negotiated by the United 
Nations Aug. 21, 1988.
Because of  the United States’ involvement, the warfighters going 
into the Persian Gulf  to fight Hussein had a pretty good idea of  
what they were up against -- and they had trained against Soviet 
tactics for generations. Still, Iraq had the fourth-largest army in 
the world, and Iraqi pilots had years of  combat experience.  And 
the Americans hadn’t trained for everything: Smoke from oil 
fires lit by Hussein grew so thick that the sun disappeared and 
pilots had a hard time seeing past the beaks of  their planes. The 
sand hindered helicopter landings as it rose up in gritty, blinding 
clouds. And the Iraqi pilots turned out to be much more advanced 
than anyone expected -- working in coordinated attacks to trick 
American pilots into dangerous airspace.
As Hussein missed the deadline to pull out of  Kuwait, Desert 
Shield became Desert Storm on Jan. 16, 1991.
The United States set up hospital ships and field hospitals along 
the Iraqi-Saudi Arabia border in preparation for a blood bath. 
News reports stated military leaders expected 10,000 American 
deaths in the first week of  battle -- which is what the pilots and 
ground troops read in the copies of  Stars and Stripes passed from 
person to person in the days before the Desert Storm started.
The war was historic: Iraq lost 259 aircraft, with 36 being shot 
down. The United States lost 63, with 33 to combat. And 148 
Americans were killed in action, with another 145 losses to 
nonhostile actions, such as vehicle accidents.

30 Years On, Veterans Recall the 
Desert Storm Air War

Mark Fox poses in a Hornet with the USS 
Saratoga in the background a few days after 
his battle with an Iraqi MiG. (Photo courtesy 
of  Mark Fox)

Veterans 
Notes

See Air War — continued on page 12
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 (Courtesy Photos)

Maj. Marie Therese Rossi-Cayton was 
the first woman to serve as an aviation 
unit commander in combat, and she 
died in that role when her CH-47 
Chinook hit an unlit microwave tower 
while she was flying at night on March 

1, 1991, in Saudi Arabia. 
Brenda Robinson was the first Black female Navy pilot, and she 
also flew during Desert Storm.
The women who served in that war led, in part, to the 1993 lifting 
of  the combat exclusion policy, which kept women from serving 
in combat roles.
Desert Storm also signaled the beginning of  modern warfare 
for pilots, as the first stealth bombers were launched, GPS 
(sometimes) helped pilots make their way across landmark less 
terrain, and smart bombs sought out targets if  pilots could get 
them in the general vicinity.

Rodriguez greets his wife, Trish, 
and his daughter, Amanda, upon 
his return home from Operation 
Desert Storm. (Photo courtesy of  Cesar 
Rodriguez)

Retired Air Force Col. Cesar 
Rodriguez had no idea he wanted 
to be a pilot. His father, a career 

Army officer who retired as a lieutenant colonel, had served 
in Vietnam, but he never talked about it, Rodriguez said. But 
Rodriguez learned through his father’s service to love traveling 
and the “personalities” he met, and he knew that he wanted to 
join the military.

Fred Wellman stands next to his 
Kiowa OH-58C, The Mad Penguin, 
in Iraq. (Photo courtesy of  Fred Wellman)

The next week, the unit loaded 
their equipment on ships and 
headed out.
Wellman had been promoted to 

platoon leader of  a scout helicopter platoon in Alpha Company, 
part of  a battalion that had just transitioned to alpha-model 
Apaches.
Each Apache company had six Apache helicopters in a gun 
platoon, and then one platoon of  scout helicopters -- the OH-58 
Kiowas. One or two scouts flew with three or four Apaches.
Not only were they heading into a tank war, but the Apaches 
operated like tanks -- even flying in tank formation. And they 
were used just like tanks: to take out tanks. But the Kiowas are 
small, fast two-seater birds, so they acted as the Apaches’ eyes, 

Air War — continued from page 11
flitting in and out to scout the landscape.
“I remember actually getting into a discussion with my battalion 
commander, when I first got assigned to the Apache battalion, 
saying that I needed to get out of  there and get to a light infantry 
battalion like 7th ID because no, we’re never going to have a 
tank war again,” Wellman said.
Fred Wellman, Hal Reichle, and Mike 
Daniels drink tea at a local feast just 
before the air war. (Photo courtesy of  Fred 
Wellman)

“You always have to fly the 
helicopter,” he said. “It just takes a 
slight twitch and people die.”
As the air war continued into 
February, Wellman’s unit became more important.
They flew with black-and-white maps -- photocopies of  maps -- 
because the Army didn’t have enough maps of  the Middle East. 
He highlighted the Tigris River with a light-blue marker.
“So [McCaffrey] decided he wanted to fly Apaches into Iraq 
along the air routes at night -- the invasion routes -- to do route 
reconnaissance,” Wellman said. “But the joke was that Apaches 
couldn’t navigate: Their job was to blow shit up. Apache pilots 
had notoriously bad navigation.”
No one wanted to send the pilots in on infrared -- the Apaches 
used infrared, and the scouts used night-vision goggles.
And then the war began with the “Great Scud Hunt” of  1991.
Iraq’s Scud B tactical ballistic missiles terrorized troops based in 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, beginning the night of  Jan. 17, sending 
them into MOPP-4 protective gear. The Scud was shot down by 
a Patriot missile. Another Scud was launched against Israel and 
strikes continued in the following days against both countries, 
ultimately killing 31 people. In February, a Scud would kill 27 
more people: American reservists from Pennsylvania.
The U.S. forces hit 28 fixed Scud sites with everything from 
B-52s to F-117 Stealth Fighters the evening of  Jan. 17, 1991. 
Then, they went after “Scud trucks” -- trucks from which Scuds 
could be launched and that were scattered throughout western 
and southern Iraq. The coalition went after them with A-10 
Thunderbolts, RAF Tornado fighter bombers -- and F-18s.
For more on Desert Storm’s 30th anniversary, watch Army 
Veteran Colin Powell on Veterans and several first-hand stories 
from the war.
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/80744/desertstorm30-
powell-says-veterans-fabulous-job/

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/80744/desertstorm30-powell-says-veterans-fabulous-job/ 
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/80744/desertstorm30-powell-says-veterans-fabulous-job/ 
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responsibility for decades. It denied that Agent Orange exposure 
caused adverse health effects for 20 years after Vietnam -- 40 
years for many illnesses. The VA currently rejects more than 
80% of  Gulf  War illness claims, according to a Government 
Accountability Office investigation. It also denies 78% of  burn 
pit claims.
This refusal to admit the problem has implications beyond not 

paying compensation and health 
care bills. Some toxic wounds such 
as brain cancer are death sentences. 
But others, such as debilitating 
gastrointestinal issues and migraines 
that never end, are potentially 
treatable with the right research. 
A 2010 National Academies of  
Sciences report called for a renewed 
national research effort to treat Gulf  
War illness. The recommendation 
echoed the 2008 recommendation 
of  the research advisory committee 
appointed by the VA secretary. The 
VA ignored both.

Ill veterans have lobbied Congress to create a Gulf  War illness 
treatment research program within the Department of  Defense, 
which shows great promise despite its small budget. But the 
VA and DoD have spent far more on slanted studies designed 
to promote fictions that Gulf  War illness is psychological and 
toxic substances aren’t toxic. Had this money been spent on the 
right targets, it is likely veterans would have access to effective 
treatments today.
Instead, the government has followed a policy that veterans call 
“deny until they die.” It becomes a cost issue. When a National 
Academies of  Sciences panel recommended using the term 
“Gulf  War illness,” the VA’s undersecretary for compensation 
and benefits objected that it would “imply a causal link between 
service in the Gulf  and poor health which could necessitate … 
disability compensation for veterans.”
VA officials still reject the name.
This immoral policy is doomed to failure. Ultimately, the truth 
comes out, as the VA had to admit with Agent Orange. The 
government ends up paying immense compensation anyway, but 
it is too late to improve veterans’ health and save some veterans 
lives.
The time is ripe and long overdue for a total reversal of  
government attitudes toward toxic wounds.

30 Years After the Gulf War: Veterans and 
the Legacy of Toxic Wounds

10 Feb 2021 | Military.com | By James H. Binns
James H. Binns, a Vietnam War veteran, chaired the congressionally 
mandated Research Advisory Committee on Gulf  War Veterans 
Illnesses from 2002 to 2014.
America’s memory of  the 1991 Gulf  War has faded, but we 
must remember the 697,000 U.S. veterans who drove the Iraqi 
army from Kuwait 30 years ago this month -- especially the one 
in four who lost their health to toxic 
exposures serving their country. That 
country refuses to care for them.
The Gulf  War was hailed at the time 
as a great victory, with U.S. casualties 
limited to 148 dead and 467 wounded. 
Today, we know that at least 175,000 
American servicemen and women 
returned home with constant pain; 
fatigue; and gastrointestinal, memory 
and chronic neurological problems 
now referred to as Gulf  War Illness. 
They will not be celebrating this 
anniversary.
All Americans should remember the Gulf  War as these veterans 
do – just as we should remember that in every major conflict of  
the past half-century, casualties from toxic wounds have exceeded 
those from bombs and bullets.
American battle casualties in the post-9/11 wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq currently total 5,458 dead and 53,250 wounded. More 
than 213,000 veterans have reported respiratory diseases, cancers 
and other protracted health problems to the Department of  
Veterans Affairs’ registry for burn pits, the massive fire pits on 
U.S. bases where waste was incinerated with jet fuel.
In the Vietnam War, 58,000 U.S. service members died and 
153,000 were wounded. But more than 650,000 Vietnam veterans 
suffer or have died from illnesses related to Agent Orange.
Each of  these tragedies has been a case of  “friendly fire.” Gulf  
War illness was triggered by anti-nerve gas pills the military 
ordered troops to take and pesticides sprayed to protect them from 
insect-borne diseases, according to reports of  a congressionally 
mandated public advisory committee appointed by the secretary 
of  Veterans Affairs. But the VA maintains that current evidence 
does not support a clear association.
“It never dawned on us that we may have done it to ourselves,” 
acknowledged now-retired Lt. Gen. Dale Vesser, who led a 
Pentagon investigation. Low-level nerve gas released by U.S. 
destruction of  Iraqi weapons facilities was also a likely factor.
In every instance, the government has resisted admitting 

Burning oil well in field coated in spilled oil in Kuwait in 
the aftermath of  Operation Desert Storm. (Getty Images/
karenfoleyphotography)
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VA’s Gulf  War Registry Health Exam alerts Veterans to possible 
long-term health problems that may be related to environmental 
exposures during their military service. The registry data helps 
VA understand and respond to these health problems more 
effectively.

Contact your local VA Environmental Health coordinator about 
getting a Gulf  War registry health exam: 

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/coordinators.asp 

About the Gulf War Registry health exam
This comprehensive health exam includes an exposure and 

medical history, laboratory tests, 
and a physical exam. A VA health 
professional will discuss the results 
face-to-face with the Veteran and 
in a follow-up letter.

Important points about 
registry health exams
•  Free to eligible Veterans and no 
co-payment

• Not a disability compensation 
exam or required for other VA 
benefits

• Enrollment in VA’s health care system not necessary

• Based on Veterans’ recollection of  service, not on their military 
records

Gulf War Registry Health Exam for Veterans
• Veterans can receive additional registry exams if  new problems 
develop

• Veterans’ family members are not eligible for registry exams

Eligibility for Gulf War Registry health exam
Veterans who served in the Gulf  during Operation Desert Shield, 
Operation Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, or Operation 
New Dawn are eligible for the Gulf  War Registry exam.

You do not need to be enrolled in VA health care to take part.

Burn Pit Registry
Veterans who are eligible for the Gulf  War Registry may also 
join the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry, which 
includes additional data related to airborne hazards.

Check your eligibility and sign up through an online questionnaire:

https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/
AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/home

Interested in disability compensation?
The registry evaluation is separate from VA’s disability 
compensation process.

Veterans who want to be considered for disability compensation 
for health problems related to Gulf  War service must file a claim 
for disability compensation:  https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/
ebenefits/homepage

During the claims process, VA will set up a separate exam for 
compensation if  necessary.

VA Health Care: When You're In, You're In
The Department of  Veterans Affairs (VA) operates the largest health care system in the country, with 
over 1,400 sites of  care nationwide. When you become enrolled in the VA health care system, it's for a 
lifetime. You are instantly and automatically entitled to receive care at any VA location without ever having 
to register for VA health care benefits again. Learn more at:  http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/
division_flsh.asp?dnum=1

After you enroll, you can immediately start receiving your health care at a VA facility, or at a later date 
- the choice is yours. Enrolling in the VA health care system is quick and easy - just complete an online 
Application for Health Benefits online at: https://www.1010ez.med.va.gov/sec/vha/1010ez/. Need 
help enrolling? Contact the VA toll free at 1-877-222-VETS (8387).

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/coordinators.asp  
https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/home 
https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/home 
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/division_flsh.asp?dnum=1 
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/division_flsh.asp?dnum=1 
https://www.1010ez.med.va.gov/sec/vha/1010ez/
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Florida State Veteran Benefits
Florida Veteran Education Benefits
Tuition Waiver
Florida waives undergraduate-level tuition at state universities, 
community colleges, and career and technical training facilities 
for Florida recipients of  the Purple Heart and higher combat 
decorations. 

Education for Children Of Deceased Or Disabled 
Florida Veterans
Florida provides four-year college educational opportunities 
for dependent children and spouses of  veterans who died from 
a service-connected disability or who are 100% percent service-
connected totally and permanently disabled veterans of  the U.S. 
Armed Forces. For more information, call toll free (888) 827-
2004. Dependent children of  service members Missing In Action 
or Prisoners Of  War may also be eligible for tuition benefits.

Florida Veteran Recreation Benefits
State Park Admission
25% discount for annual pass to all state parks for all honorably 
discharged veterans.

Veterans with service-connected disabilities and their spouses or 
surviving spouses get a free lifetime pass.

County and Municipal Parks
County and municipal parks offer free or reduced entrance 
fees to current military members, honorably discharged or 
disabled veterans and their spouses. Contact your local county 
or municipality for details.

Hunting and Fishing License
Active-duty and retired military Florida residents can get a 
Military Gold Sportsman's License for $20. The license covers 
hunting, freshwater and saltwater fishing, and a variety of  
associated permits at a greatly reduced cost.

100% permanently and totally disabled service-connected 
veterans are entitled to a free five-year hunting and fishing 
license.

Visit the Florida Department of  Veterans Affairs website for 
more information on any of  these programs.

6 Jan 2021  Military.com | By Jim 
Absher

Florida State Veterans Home
The Robert Jenkins, Jr. Assisted 
Living/Domiciliary Home 
provides a special combination of  
housing, personalized supportive 

services, and incidental medical care to eligible veterans. 
Veterans admitted must be residents of  Florida for one year 
prior to admission and have an honorable discharge. The cost 
of  care is determined based on income. 

Veterans Nursing Homes of Florida
The state of  Florida operates 6 Veterans' nursing homes and 
1 assisted living facility throughout the state. Basic admission 
requirements for all veterans' nursing homes in Florida include 
an honorable discharge, Florida residency for one year prior to 
admission, and certification of  need of  nursing home care by a 
VA physician.

Florida Veteran Financial Benefits
Basic Property Tax Exemptions
Resident veterans with VA disability of  at least 10% can get 
a $5,000 deduction on their home's assessed value.  The 
unremarried surviving spouse who had been married to the 
veteran for at least 5 years may also entitled to this exemption.

Homestead Exemption
Florida resident veterans with an honorable discharge and are 
100% permanently and totally disabled as well as quadriplegic 
veterans are exempt from paying property tax on their residence. 
Unremarried surviving spouses may also be eligible.

Florida resident veterans who are paraplegic, hemiplegic, or 
permanently and totally disabled who must use a wheelchair 
for mobility, or are legally blind, may be exempt from real estate 
taxation depending on income.

Driver's License Fee
Permanently and totally disabled veterans can get a Florida 
driver's license for free. 

Florida Veteran Hiring Preference For Government 
Jobs
Florida state, county, and municipal governments give disabled 
veterans with an honorable discharge, wartime veterans, spouses, 
and surviving spouses of  totally disabled veterans preference in 
hiring for government jobs.

http://floridavets.org
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Military.com | By Blake Stilwell

Everyone knows the benefits of  joining the military are pretty 
good, but for those who go above and beyond the call of  duty, 
they are even better.

Earning the Medal of  Honor is not an easy thing to do. Many of  
them have been awarded posthumously, and even troops who do 
something worthy of  the medal can find their recommendation 
lost in an overly political process. Those who do receive it are 
rightly honored by military 
members and civilians alike.

There are only 69 living 
recipients of  the United 
States’ highest military 
honor.

Along with the fame of  
being placed on the Medal 
of  Honor Roll and having 
American troops in uniform 
saluting them regardless of  
rank, there are certain other 
benefits bestowed upon 
recipients of  the medal. 
While earning the Medal of  
Honor requires the risk of  
life above and beyond the 
call of  duty, U.S. law affords 
special privileges to these 
honored few.

1. A Monthly Pension and Special Retirement Pay
As of  Dec. 1, 2020, Medal of  Honor recipients receive a $1,406.73 
monthly pension with annual cost-of-living increases in line with 
the Social Security Administration’s increases. This comes on top 
of  any disability or retirement pay. Enlisted military retirees who 
receive the medal also get a 10% increase in retirement pay.

2. Uniform Allowances
The Department of  Veterans Affairs’ uniform allowance is 
intended to cover any damage to clothing caused by the member’s 
service-connected medical condition or treatment. Enlisted 
Medal of  Honor recipients also receive a supplemental uniform 
allowance on top of  any uniform allowances they receive from 
the VA.

3. On-Base Parking Spots
In addition to lifetime access to on-base privileges such as 
commissaries, exchanges and Morale Recreation and Welfare 
facilities for the recipient and their families, they also get primo 

8 Special Benefits Medal of Honor Recipients Get 
for Their Exceptional Service

Army civilian employees pass around Retired Master Sgt. 
Leroy Petry’s Medal of  Honor while attending a Mental 
Health Awareness Observance May 17, Heritage Hall, 
Rock Island Arsenal, Illinois. Petry asked the audience 
to pass around his medal while he served as one of  the 
keynote speakers during the event. (U.S. Army/Kevin 
Fleming)

parking spots when they visit. Their identification cards reflect 
their status as Medal of  Honor recipients.

While many veterans can now use some of  these facilities, 
earning the Medal of  Honor gets you access to the base gym 
and pool, along with other areas regular veterans can’t access.

4. Priority Space-A Travel
The same free travel opportunity afforded on military flights 

for active-duty military members, retirees and 
their families is also provided to Medal of  
Honor recipients. But those who received the 
medal get priority access, ensuring they are 
more likely to get on the flight -- and they can 
take any flight with extra space.

5. Invitations to Presidential Inaugurals
Though not explicit in U.S. law, all Medal of  
Honor recipients are invited to attend every 
presidential inauguration. The invitation 
comes through the Congressional Medal of  
Honor Society, which also foots the bill for 
their trips to Washington.

6. Academy Appointments for Dependents
The same U.S. Code that gives dependents 
lifetime access to on-base facilities also 
exempts them from quotas mandated for the 
Air Force Academy, Naval Academy and U.S. 
Military Academy. Any qualified dependent 
can receive an appointment to these schools.

7. A Medal of  Honor Flag
A special, gold-fringed flag that recreates the distinctive Medal 
of  Honor design -- 13 white stars on a powder blue background 
-- is presented to each recipient or to their surviving loved ones.

8. Full Military Burial Honors
U.S. law affords a deceased Medal of  Honor recipient the same 
burial honors as a military member who is killed on active 
duty. This includes headstone, six military pallbearers, a bugler, 
chaplain, and an officer in charge, along with eligibility for burial 
in Arlington National Cemetery.

Until 2020, the provision for interment at Arlington did not 
include enlisted recipients of  the medal. Under the 2020 National 
Defense Authorization Act, all Medal of  Honor recipients are 
now eligible for burial with full military honors.
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Not every surviving spouse who receives SBP payments will see 
the larger payments. Only those who also receive DIC benefits 
from the VA are eligible for the increase. Also, the amount 
of  a surviving spouse’s SBP payments, and the presence of  
dependent children may make a difference in the offset amount. 
This is why DFAS is sending all affected surviving spouses 
personalized letters explaining their new payment amounts. The 
military estimates there are 65,000 people who will be affected 
by this change.

Those eligible for the increased payments should have received 
notification from the Defense Finance and Accounting Service, 
or DFAS, in December 2020, explaining how much their new 
monthly payments will be, If  you believe you should be receiving 
the new, larger payment you should contact DFAS.

DFAS has created a 
Survivor’s Newsletter 
that explains the details 
of  SBP offset, as well as 
other benefits for which 
survivors may be eligible. 
The newsletter also has 
information on how to 
contact the finance service 
if  you have questions 
or concerns about your 
individual payments.

19 Jan 2021 | Military.com | By Jim Absher

A long-decried law dubbed the “widow’s tax” that reduced the 
amount of  cash support some surviving military spouses could 
receive each month will begin a planned phaseout this month, a 
change triggered by a 2020 law.

The so-called tax, officially known as the Survivor Benefit Plan 
offset, impacted surviving spouses who qualified for both SBP 
annuity payments and Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 
(DIC) allowances from the Department of  Veterans Affairs. The 
law required the SBP payments to be reduced by the amount 
of  the DIC payments. That’s because federal law prevented 
“double-dipping,” or receiving two separate federal benefits for 
the same reason.

SBP is an annuity paid to the surviving spouse of  a deceased 
retired veteran; the monthly payment is a percentage of  the vet’s 
retirement pay. DIC is a VA 
benefit paid to the surviving 
spouse of  a veteran who 
died on active duty or from 
injuries or illnesses that were 
a result of  military service.

After long and loud public 
outcry, Congress finally 
decided that DIC and SBP 
are two separate benefits, 
allowing surviving spouses to 
receive them simultaneously.

To accomplish this the 
government came up with 
their usual very complicated 
solution. They introduced 
the Special Survivor 
Indemnity Allowance (SSIA) which is a monthly payment of  
$327 to partially make up for the SBP/DIC offset.

Beginning this year there will also be an extra payment which is 
one-third of  the normal DIC payment. For 2021 this amount 
will be one-third of  the $1,357.66 DIC monthly payment; or 
$452.55 each month. It will increase to around $905 in 2022 and 
further increase to the full DIC amount in 2023. 

This means that the SBP/DIC offset will totally disappear in 
2023.

After Years of Fighting, the Military Has Started 
Phasing Out ‘Widow’s Tax’

JWV National: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans 

State of Florida: 
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv

Post 373: 
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa

Soldiers hold folded American flags that will be presented to family 
members. (Elizabeth Fraser/Arlington National Cemetery)

https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa
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26 Jan 2021 | Military.com | By Patricia Kime
A new study of  more than 300,000 Vietnam-era U.S. veterans 
has found that those who were exposed to Agent Orange are 
nearly twice as likely to develop dementia as those who were 
not.
The new finding, published Monday in JAMA Neurology, is 
among the most substantial to date linking cognitive decline 
with chemicals used for defoliation during the Vietnam War.
For the study, researchers at the San Francisco Veterans Affairs 
Health Care System examined the medical records of  thousands 
of  veterans and found a two-fold risk of  dementia for those 
whose medical records indicated evidence of  exposure.
According to Deborah Barnes, a researcher with the University 
of  California San Francisco and the Department of  Veterans 
Affairs, the study authors found that, over the course of  time, 
5% of  veterans with a documented exposure to Agent Orange 
were diagnosed with dementia compared with 2.5% of  vets 
with no known exposure.  “Even though the absolute rates ... 
are low, these veterans were still relatively young, so if  the risk 
holds, we would expect that to increase as they age,” Barnes said 
in an interview with JAMA Neurology.
The research also discovered that the exposed vets were 
diagnosed an average of  15 months earlier than non-exposed 
veterans -- a finding that can have a huge impact on former 
personnel, their families and society as a whole, Barnes said.
“Studies have found if  we could delay the onset of  dementia 
by a year or 15 months, it would have a huge impact on the 
population prevalence over time,” she explained.
For the study, the researchers reviewed the medical records 
of  Vietnam veterans who received care through the Veterans 
Health Administration from Oct. 1, 2001, to Sept. 30, 2015. 
They excluded anyone already diagnosed with dementia and 
those whose Agent Orange exposure was unclear.  They found 
that even after adjusting for other factors and conditions that 
can play a role in the development of  dementia -- psychiatric 
conditions such as post-traumatic stress disorder, medical 
conditions like diabetes and Parkinson’s, or demographic 
variables -- the two-fold risk remained.

Agent Orange Exposure Doubles Risk of 
Developing Dementia, Study Finds

A U.S. Huey helicopter sprays 
Agent Orange over Vietnam. 
The U.S. military used at least 
11 million gallons of  Agent 
Orange in Vietnam from 1961 
to 1972. (Wikimedia Commons)

“We did observe that veterans who had a history of  Agent Orange 
exposure were more likely to have PTSD in their medical records 
or traumatic brain injury, so they did have other conditions that 
could increase their risk of  dementia, so we adjusted statistically 
and ... yes, there [still] is an association,” Barnes said.
Throughout the Vietnam War, U.S. forces sprayed more than 
19 million gallons of  defoliant, including 11 million of  Agent 
Orange, to clear the jungle and destroy crops. From 1962 to 
1971, at least 2.6 million U.S. service members were stationed in 
Vietnam and other places where the herbicides were sprayed or 
stored.
Thousands of  veterans have been diagnosed with varying types 
of  cancer, heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s disease, and 
peripheral neuropathy as a result of  exposure to the herbicides, 
according to the VA.
The research didn’t explain why exposure may be linked with 
the development of  dementia, but one of  the main ingredients 
of  the defoliants -- dioxin -- is known to be stored in fat tissue 
where it “sticks around for a long time,” Barnes said.
“It’s possible that Agent Orange stayed in the fat tissue and is 
slowly being released and causing toxic effects on the brain. But 
we also know that Agent Orange increases the risk of  other 
disorders that themselves are risk factors for dementia, so it’s 
unclear if  it’s a direct effect of  the dioxin, an indirect effect or 
possibly a combination,” she added.
The researchers said that their study has some limitations, 
including concerns over the accuracy of  Agent Orange exposure 
documentation in medical records or misclassification of  a 
dementia diagnosis.  Also, the study did not include veterans 
who receive care outside VA or contain any baseline cognitive 
scores, which could have revealed whether any of  the veterans 
had undiagnosed dementia at the start.
The researchers suggested that additional studies be conducted 
to determine the relationship between Agent Orange exposure 
and dementia and added that they hoped it would encourage 
physicians to screen their patients for the condition as they age.
Dementia is on the rise in the aging veteran’s community, with a 
20% increase expected among VA patients over the next decade, 
according to the department.
Barnes said she also would like to see more research on the 
positive steps patients can take to offset increased risk -- physical 
activity, healthy lifestyle choices, treating their mental health 
diagnoses and more.  ‘’We can’t change our past. ... What you 
can control is what you are doing now and what you do in the 
future. My hope is that, even if  these veterans have this risk 
factor, engaging in a healthier lifestyle may help them offset that 
risk,” she said.
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3 heroes who became POWs twice
5 February 2021 | By James Elphick 

There is no easy time to be a 
prisoner of  war.
The United States military’s code 
of  conduct implores captured 
service members to continue to 
resist by any means possible. This 
often means reprisals from one’s 

captors. Therefore, surviving one stint in a POW camp can be 
excruciating.
To do it twice is unimaginable — except these three American 
servicemen did it.

The United States Code of  Conduct is 
memorized by service members to act as a 
touchstone and a guide if  captured. (Department 
of  Defense)

1. Wendall A. Phillips
Phillips was assigned to the Air Transport 
Command as a radio operator on C-47 
aircraft flying from bases in England.
While in Europe Phillips survived five 

separate crashes. During the last one, in late 1944, his aircraft 
was shot down. Though he walked away from the crash, he was 
unable to evade the Germans and was captured.
He and his fellow crewmembers were taken to a German POW 
camp in Belgium.
Phillips had no intention of  sticking around though. After just 33 
days Phillips and two other POW’s made a break for it.
Phillips simply snuck away while no guards were around. Finding 
a hole in the electric fence around the camp, Phillips and the 
other two men made good their escape and quickly found a place 
to hide.
Phillips travelled for three days before he linked up with the 
French Underground. The resistance fighters helped Phillips 
make it back to American lines.
After returning to American forces, Phillips was reassigned to the 
China-India-Burma Theater flying “the Hump” to bring supplies 
to forces fighting the Japanese.
Once again, Phillips’ airplane 
crashed, and he was captured by 
the enemy.
POWs at Stalag 11B at Fallingbostel 
in Germany welcome their liberators, 
April 16, 1945. (Imperial War Museum 
Photo)

According to an article in The 

Morning Call, Phillips endured torture at the hands of  the 
Japanese — they even forcibly removed his fingernails trying to 
get information out of  him.
Phillips would not escape this time, but he would survive his ordeal 
as a POW; he was released with the Japanese surrender in 1945.
2. Felix J. McCool
When Gen. Wainwright conveyed the American surrender in the 
Philippines to President Roosevelt, he said, “there is a limit to 
human endurance, and that limit has long since been passed.” 
But Gen. Wainwright was certainly not speaking for one Marine 
sergeant, Felix J. McCool.
McCool was still recovering from wounds he had received earlier 
in resisting the Japanese when he, the 4th Marine Regiment, and 
the rest of  the defenders of  Corregidor were rounded up and 
shipped off  to internment.
Just getting there was bad enough as the captives were crammed 
into cattle cars so tightly that when men passed out or died they 
could not even fall down.
POWs in the Pacific Theater endured 
horrific conditions. Pictured here 
are men on the Bataan Death March 
with their hands bound behind their 
backs; later this would be labeled as 
a Japanese War Crime. (U.S. National 
Archives)

But for McCool, being a Marine 
meant that he was not out of  the 
fight. He did everything in his power to resist his Japanese captors.
While working as forced labor on an airfield McCool and his 
fellow prisoners created a tiger trap on the runway — they later 
watched as a Japanese airplane crashed and burned due to their 
handiwork.  
McCool also managed to smuggle in medical supplies to help the 
sick and wounded.
He did this despite the constant threat of  beatings and even 
summary execution. He carried on despite the horrendous 
conditions in the camp.
But there was worse to come.
McCool next endured a brutal voyage to Japan aboard a Japanese 
prisoner transport vessel, known as a “hell ship.” McCool survived 
the hellacious conditions only to be put to work in an underground 
coal mine. There he continued his resistance by sabotaging the 
work and keeping the faith with his fellow prisoners.

See POWs Twice— continued on page 20
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POWs Twice — continued from page 19

After thirteen months in the coal mine, McCool was freed by the 
ending of  the war in the Pacific.
He returned to the United States and decided to stay in the Marine 
Corps. Then in 1950, now a Chief  Warrant Officer, he found 
himself  fighting the North Koreans.
McCool became part of  the fateful Task Force Drysdale, an ad 
hoc, mixed-nationality unit that was attempting to fight its way 
toward the beleaguered Marines fighting at the Chosin Reservoir. 
When the task force was ambushed and separated along the 
roadway to Hagaru-ri, McCool was once again taken prisoner.
McCool and his fellow captives were marched far north through 
brutal cold with no rations. Once in their internment camp, the 
conditions hardly improved. Besides the brutal treatment, the men 
were also subjected to communist indoctrination and propaganda.
McCool’s resistance earned him the ire of  his captors and they 
threw him in the Hole — a barely three-foot square hole in the 
ground. But he endured.
McCool was repatriated with many other Americans during 
Operation Big Switch after the end of  hostilities.
According to his award citations, McCool spent over six years as a 
prisoner of  war between his two internments.
He later wrote a book about his experiences and the poetry that he 
wrote to keep himself  going during those terrible times.
3. Richard Keirn
Richard Keirn was a young flight officer on a B-17 when he arrived 
in England in 1944. On Sept. 11, 1944, he took to the skies in his 
first mission to bomb Nazi Germany. It would also be his last.
Keirn’s B-17 was shot down that day and he became a POW for 
the remainder of  the war. Released in May 1945 after the defeat 
of  Germany, Keirn returned to the United States and stayed in the 
military. He became a part of  the newly formed U.S. Air Force.
In 1965, Keirn embarked for Vietnam, flying F-4 Phantom II’s.
Then on July 24, 1965, North Vietnamese surface-to-air missiles 
engaged and shot down an American aircraft for the first time. 
That aircraft was piloted by Capt. Richard Keirn.
Keirn ejected from his stricken aircraft and would spend nearly 
eight years as a POW in North Vietnam.

Newly freed 
prisoners of  war 
celebrate as their 
C-141A aircraft lifts 
off  from Hanoi, 
North Vietnam, 
on Feb. 12, 1973, 
during Operation 
Homecoming. The 
mission included 
54 C-141 flights 

between Feb. 12 and April 4, 1973, returning 591 POWs to American 
soil. (U.S. Air Force photo)

Keirn, like many of  his fellow POWs, made every effort to resist 
the North Vietnamese. For his actions as a POW, he was awarded 
a Silver Star and a Legion of  Merit.
Keirn was released from captivity with many other downed 
airmen as part of  Operation Homecoming in 1973.

Help support the JWV with a 
USAA Visa Credit Card.

Go to JWV.org or USAA.com to apply.

2021 marks JWV’s 125th anniversary.  We are celebrating 
JWV every day this year with the #JWV125.  Follow 
us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for fun facts 
about JWV history.
To celebrate this milestone, order the 125th 
Anniversary commemorative pin! The pins are $5 
each and a minimum of  5 pins per order is required. 
Post Commanders please consolidate your requests 
and e-mail or call Ben Kane at National: bkane@jwv.
org; 202-448-5410.

JWV Celebrates 125 Years
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28 Jan 2021 | Military.com | By Patricia Kime

Two members of  the House of  Representatives have 
reintroduced a bill that would allow military dependents to 
remain on their parents’ health plan until age 26 without paying 
monthly premiums.

Rep. Elaine Luria, D-Va., and Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., 
introduced a bill Monday that would 
let military dependents stay on Tricare 
through age 26 without paying the 
monthly premiums now required under 
Tricare Young Adult.

Currently, dependent children of  active-
duty or retired personnel lose their Tricare 
eligibility at age 21, or age 23 if  they are 
full-time students. Active-duty families 
pay no annual enrollment fees for their 
health care, while retired personnel pay 
$300 a year for Tricare Select and $606 per 
year for a family.

When their dependent young adults turn 
21 or 23, military and retiree families often 
face sticker shock over the cost of  Tricare 
Young Adult coverage, which costs $459 a 
month for Tricare Young Adult Prime and 
$257 for Tricare Young Adult Select.

Luria said the legislation is important because it would put 
Tricare in line with the Affordable Care Act, which allows young 
adult dependents to stay on their parents’ health insurance until 
age 26 without premium increases.  “It’s an oversight that we 
want to correct. Military families using Tricare don’t have the 
same ability. I think it’s incredibly important to address that and 
extend that benefit,” she said.

Waltz, a National Guard officer who uses Tricare Reserve Select 
for his health care, said the issue is important to recruitment 
and retention.  “We can’t have our military members worried 
about their families when they go downrange,” he said. “I can 
tell you that, particularly with the amount of  deployments we 
are seeing with the active-duty and the National Guard ... the 
least we can do and should do is take care of  their families back 
home. Oftentimes, [health care] is a critical decision factor when 
military members are deciding to extend their service or move 
on to the private sector.”

Luria introduced the bill last year, although it was not included 

in the final version of  the fiscal 2021 National Defense 
Authorization Act.

The legislation would affect roughly 37,000 families, according 
to 2020 data. How many active-duty families would be affected 
has not been disclosed; Defense Department officials have 

said the majority of  military 
dependents who use Tricare 
Young Adult are the children of  
retirees.

According to Waltz, the 
Congressional Budget Office 
has estimated that the cost to 
the government would be $125 
million a year. But he added 
that cost estimates should 
also consider the proposal’s 
retention benefits.  

“I put this in the ‘It’s the right 
thing to do’ category,” Waltz 
said.

Tricare Young Adult was 
created in 2011 following 
passage of  the Affordable Care 

Act, which allowed adult children to remain on their parents’ 
health plans until age 26. Military service members were exempt 
from the national health care reform law, so separate legislation 
was required to extend the benefit.  However, the legislation 
required that the cost of  Tricare Young Adult be covered by 
the program, necessitating premiums based on commercial 
insurance rates and coverage.  In 2021, premiums increased by 
22% for Tricare Young Adult Prime and by 13% for Tricare 
Young Adult Standard.

Luria said she has received numerous calls from constituents 
about the increased cost of  Tricare Young Adult. Her district 
includes Naval Air Station Oceana and Joint Expeditionary 
Base Little Creek-Fort Story.

Waltz’s district lies just south of  Jacksonville, home to Naval 
Air Station Jacksonville, Marine Corps Support Facility Blount 
Island and Naval Station Mayport. 

 “We’ve gotten quite a few calls. ... The cost of  Tricare for 
active-duty with dependents as well as retirees has gone up,” 
Luria said.

Lawmakers Renew Effort to Eliminate 
Tricare Young Adult Premiums

Lt. Col. Chester Barton, 374th Ear Nose and Throat 
Clinic otolaryngologist, examines Guy Chad Schuch Jr. 
at Yokota Air Base, Japan, Feb. 16, 2017. (U.S. Air Force/
Airman 1st Class Elizabeth Baker)



22

Congressman Andrew Clyde 
reviews Paladin Wireless 
technology during a visit to 
the company to discuss rural 
broadband access. (Image: Official 
Andrew S. Clyde Website)

4 Feb 2021 | Military.com | By Gina Harkins
A congressional hearing on domestic terrorism turned tense 
when a freshman congressman likened screening military 
personnel for extremist ties to the “Thought Police” who ferret 
out unapproved beliefs in George Orwell’s famous dystopian 
novel “1984.”
Rep. Andrew Clyde, a Georgia Republican and retired Navy 
commander, told experts Thursday that he’s concerned about 
the push to screen troops, law enforcement members, or those 
in political office following the Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol riot.
“This smacks of  the ‘Thought Police,’” Clyde said during a 
Committee on Homeland Security hearing. “We are Americans. 
We respect every person’s right to their own opinions, especially 
those with which we do not agree. We all raised our hand and 
swore to the same oath of  office.”
Clyde’s comments follow Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin’s 
order to the Joint Chiefs that each of  the military branches 
hold a stand-down in the next 60 days to address the problem 
of  extremism in the ranks. Stand-downs are typically daylong 
pauses from training and other requirements in which leaders 
address safety concerns or other problems.
Recruiters screen prospective service members for possible 
extremist ties, but tens of  thousands of  National Guard 
members recently got a second look by the FBI ahead of  a 
massive domestic military operation in which they were tasked 
with safeguarding President Joe Biden’s inauguration after the 
assault on the Capitol. A dozen were removed from the mission 
as a result, two of  whom were flagged for making inappropriate 
comments.
Clyde, who along with other freshman lawmakers was sworn 
in last month just days before the riot, said people can have 
differing opinions and ideologies without it affecting their ability 
to carry out their duties.
“Comments about screening the members of  the military ... are 
very concerning to me,” he said.
Jonathan Greenblatt, chief  executive officer of  the Anti-
Defamation League -- a nonprofit that monitors extremist 
groups, told Clyde that right-wing militias and white-supremacist 

Navy Vet in Congress Protests ‘Thought Police’ Screening 
Troops for Extremist Beliefs

The February 
meeting of Post 
373, scheduled for 
Sunday, February 
21st at 10:00 am 
will be held via 
ZOOM.  See page 1 
for more details.

groups “have made it a point to try to be recruited into the military 
and law enforcement,” driving the need for better screening.
“It’s not ‘Thought Police’ to make sure that our police don’t 
subscribe to white supremacist ideals,” Greenblatt said. “It’s not 
‘Thought Police’ to make sure that our politicians don’t subscribe 
to conspiracy theories and want to overthrow the government.”
Senior defense officials have warned that domestic extremists 
are actively seeking to recruit service members for their tactical 
skills. More than two dozen of  the people arrested after the 
violent takeover of  the U.S. Capitol have military ties.
Experts echoed warnings about extremism and the military 
during Thursday’s hearing. Elizabeth Neumann, who served 
at the Department of  Homeland Security during the Trump 
administration, said it has been known for decades that white 
supremacist and militia groups target former military and law 
enforcement personnel.
They also encourage young people recruited into the movements 
to “stay clean,” she said, so they can join the military or police 
departments without getting caught up by screening policies.
“This is primarily because they’re looking for people to have 
had the training associated with being in the military and law 
enforcement,” Neumann said.
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young men who either entered the Navy or went into the SEAL 
program,” he said. “He’s a patriot. He’s of  the greatest generation.

“This man proved what human effort can overcome, for sure.”

State Rep. Carl Walker Metzgar of  Somerset Township called Beal 
a pioneer. Metzgar remembered a time with a laugh when Beal 
asked him to move his vehicle.

“He was a true hero, and it was an 
honor to know him,” he said. “It’s 
going to be a lesser world without 
him.”

Metzgar added that Beal served a 
distinguished career and is someone 
that “our entire area can be proud of.”

Last year a Meyersdale bridge was 
named in honor of  Beal.

He and his wife, Marjorie, who 
were married for 67 years, had four 
children, four grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren.

Mack Beal said that Tuesday’s 
inclement weather was a fitting send off  to his father. He said his 
father often said that when people retreat from storms to seek 
warmth and comfort that’s when he’d go to work.

He said that his father was strong up until two years ago when 
Marjorie died.

“That was his main driving force,” he said. “I think he wanted to 
get back to mom.”

4 Feb 2021 | Erie Times-News, Pa. | By Joe Mason

America lost its first Navy SEAL Tuesday morning. Harry Beal 
died at 90 years old.

The Greenville Township resident was the first SEAL to be 
appointed by President John F. Kennedy in 1962.

His son, Mack, remembered Beal as 
a true hero.

“In my opinion they were real 
superheroes,” he said of  military 
personnel he saw as a child on base. 
“Most kids go to the comic bookstore 
to see superheroes. I just walked out 
on base.”

The younger Beal said that his father 
always respected his oath to keep 
classified information a secret, up 
until his final days.

“I was on him year after year to try 
to get some interesting stories out of  
him,” he said. “He said ‘I swore an 
oath.’ Nothing that you could really 
put out for public. Everything was classified for him. He wasn’t 
giving anything up even in his 90s.”

Robert Sembower, of  Somerset who coordinates admissions 
at the United States Military Academy at West Point, said that 
although he’s never met Beal he’s read about him. Sembower said 
that America lost a patriot.

“I’m sure he’s been an inspiration to many, many Somerset County 

Harry Beal, America’s First Navy SEAL, 
Dies at 90 Years Old

The Navy Special Warfare (SEAL) Trident. (U.S. Navy 
photo/Oscar Sosa)

Safe Travels —What to know about Medicare when 
traveling abroad:

In general, Medicare will not pay for health care services or supplies if  you travel 
outside the United States.  Please go to the following website to see Medicare 
Traveling Rules:

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?
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belief  systems are not policed.

“One of  the challenges and one of  the reasons we’re trying to do 
this is, we don’t know the full breadth and depth of  it,” he said. 
“We don’t want to overestimate or underestimate the number. It 
may be more than [we believe] and probably a lot less than the 
media [makes it out to be].”

Austin, who became secretary of  defense 
Jan. 22, may be mulling additional orders 
to the services in the near future aimed 
at promoting equality and addressing 
problems with the culture.

“I don’t think at this point he’s ruling 
anything out,” Kirby said. “He made it 
clear to the leadership that he’s still mulling 
how he wants to organize this and how 
he wants to attack it from an institutional 
perspective.”

SecDef Gives Military Services 60 Days to Hold 
Stand-Down on Extremism in the Ranks

3 Feb 2021 | Military.com | By Hope Hodge Seck

Within the next 60 days, each of  the military services will take 
time out of  daily duties to discuss the problem of  extremism and 
extremist ideology in the ranks, as military leaders seek to get a 
better sense of  how widespread these belief  systems are.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin III ordered the stand-down 
Wednesday morning in a meeting with all 
the military service secretaries and service 
chiefs, Pentagon spokesman John Kirby 
told reporters in an afternoon briefing. 
Kirby called the Jan. 6 pro-Trump riots 
at the U.S. Capitol, and the fact that many 
of  those arrested were military veterans 
or currently serving, a “wake-up call” for 
Lloyd and the Defense Department.

Lloyd, Kirby said, stressed to his military 
leaders that he believed the vast majority 
of  those in uniform serve honorably 
and do not espouse the “kind of  beliefs 
leading to the kinds of  conduct that 
would be so detrimental to good order 
and discipline.”

But, he said of  extremists in the military, “although their numbers 
may be small, they may not be as small as we would like them to 
be or we would need them to be.”

It’s not immediately clear how the stand-down will be structured 
or what each service and the tenant commands and units within 
will be required to do. More information is coming, Kirby said.

“We owe the force, we owe these leaders some training materials 
and some deeper, more specific guidance about how to conduct 
[the stand-down], what the expectations are and thoughts about 
how feedback can be provided,” he said.

The new focus on extremism comes on the heels of  recent 
efforts by the services to address racial inequalities and sexual 
harassment in the ranks. NPR reported that one in five defendants 
in cases linked to the Jan. 6 Capitol assault had ties to the military, 
a disproportionate number in that veterans make up only about 
7% of  the U.S. population.

Kirby indicated that leaders believe the number of  those with 
right-wing extremist beliefs inside the military is small, although 
he added that it’s difficult to track: While active participation in 
organizations deemed to be gangs or hate groups violates military 
policy, membership in the same groups is permitted and troops’ 

Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III poses for 
a photo after being sworn in as secretary of  
defense, the Pentagon, Washington, D.C., Jan. 
22, 2021. (DoD/Lisa Ferdinando)

The Veterans Health ID Card 
for Military Base Access 

The Defense Department announced expanded Commissary, 
Military Service Exchange and MWR access as of  January 1, 
2020. Veterans who are eligible and want to take advantage of  
in-person benefits must have a Veterans Health Identification 
Card (VHID). Veterans must be enrolled in the VA health 
care system to receive a VHIC. To enroll, you can complete 
an application for enrollment in VA health care by telephone 
without the need for a signed paper application. Just call 1-877-
222-8387 Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 
Eastern. You can also apply for VA healthcare benefits online 
at www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll, or in person at your 
local VA medical facility. Once your enrollment is verified, you 
can have your picture taken at your local VA medical center, 
and VA will mail you a VHIC.

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/
veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-

military-exchange-and-mwr-access/-for-in-person-
commissary-military-exchange-andmwr-access/ 

http://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-
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Microsoft Is Now Offering Its Military-Veteran 
Upskilling Programs at No Cost to Veterans

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell
A Microsoft tech education program that military members and 
veterans could previously take by leveraging their tuition assistance 
or GI Bill funds is now offering its program at no cost, the company 
announced Wednesday.
The program, Microsoft Software and Systems Academy, or MSSA, 
will instead be funded entirely by Microsoft. It was previously held 
primarily in an in-person classroom setting but will now be 100% 
remote, a company official announced.
“As of  February 2021, participants will no longer need to use their 
GI Bill to cover MSSA program costs,” Chris Cortez, Microsoft’s 
vice president of  military affairs, wrote on LinkedIn. “And the 
training will be accessible through online delivery to all eligible 
U.S. military service members and veterans nationwide across time 
zones -- even if  they are living outside the country.”
Cortez and his team put in place the new model after shifting the 
program online during the pandemic.
“The pandemic understandably changed our in-person training 
model,” he wrote. “Since moving to online-only instruction, 
we’ve had the opportunity to reassess our strategy and ensure our 
offering is best serving this community.”
MSSA trains veterans in critical areas, jobs that are vital to the growth 
and development of  America’s tech sector. These areas include 
cloud application developer or server & cloud administrator. The 
intense, 17-week program ends with a graduation ceremony and an 
arranged job interview with Microsoft or one of  its 600 industry 
partners.
This means MSSA graduates have access to long-term, high-
paying technology jobs that will be in demand for years to come, 
all without the time and expense of  attending a university program 
in the same field.
Graduates enjoy an average salary of  more than $70,000, and 
the courses have a 90% graduation rate. A further 95% of  those 
graduates go on to work in an information technology job, 
according to Cortez.
The Aspen Institute, a nonprofit think tank, believes “upskilling” 
is an important development for employers and job seekers in the 
21st-century economy. This is especially true for veterans in tough 
economic times. Companies in need of  skilled employees in critical 
fields are struggling to meet the demand, the institute said.
Meanwhile, veterans leaving the military don’t always have the time 
or means to attend a traditional college or university. Separating 
veterans are often older than other students and may have children, 
reserve duty or other factors to consider when choosing post-
military career training.
Corporate upskilling is a solution that helps both parties. Accepted 
applicants can receive the exact training needed by a company in 

Microsoft Systems Software Academy graduate Jessica Helmer 
receives her official frocking letter as she advances to Third 
Class Petty Officer in the United States Navy. (Microsoft MSSA)

a much shorter period of  time, leading to successful military-to-
civilian transitions while filling critical positions for the company.
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella told Yahoo! Finance that the 
company’s Intelligent Cloud and Productivity and Business 
Processes segments generated $14.6 billion and $13.4 billion in 
revenues.
Investing in veterans by providing MSSA training at no cost is the 
best way the company can service transitioning military veterans, 
Cortez said in his LinkedIn post.
To learn more about the program and how to enroll, visit the 
Microsoft Software and Systems Academy website. You can 
also email MSCAops@microsoft.com to receive an invite to 
weekly information sessions, a mandatory part of  the application 
process, held every Tuesday at both noon and 3 p.m. EST.

The Veterans 
Administration (VA) 

offers 
Veterans Community 

Care Program

Under the Veterans Community Care Program 
(replaces the Veterans Choice Program), Veterans can 
work with their VA health care provider or other VA 
staff  to see if  they are eligible to receive community 
care based on new criteria. Please go to the following 
website for further information:

https://missionact.va.gov

https://missionact.va.gov
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75 Years Later, the Veterans Health 
Administration Remains Focused on Service     

The Louis A. Johnson VA Medical 
Center in Clarksburg, W.Va., is seen 
on Tuesday, July 14, 2020. (AP Photo/
Gene J. Puskar)

21 Jan 2021 | Military.com | By Dr. Richard A. Stone
Dr. Stone, a U.S. Army veteran, is the Veterans Health 
Administration's executive in charge, overseeing the delivery of  
care to more than nine million enrolled veterans in the country's 
largest integrated health care system.
The feeling I get when I walk into any Department of  Veterans 
Affairs facility really captures the heart of  our mission for 
me. Lives are being saved, medical advances are being made, 
prevention advice is leading to longer and healthier lives, and 
veterans like myself  are surrounded by others who put the 
nation before themselves.
I can speak from personal experience that military service is 
hard on the body. The nation expects our military forces to be 
ready for anything, so we trained and fought hard, on land, in 
the air, and at sea.
The Veterans Health Administration, or VHA, is where the 
unwavering dedication of  our nation's veterans is fully matched 
by the gratitude and commitment of  caring staff  and where 
the cost of  defending our freedoms meets the personal, human 
approach inherent in health care delivery.
This week marks a tremendous milestone: 75 years ago, the 
United States created what would become the Veterans Health 
Administration, a network of  publicly funded hospitals and 
clinics to provide lifelong, specialized health care for the men 
and women who served in uniform.
There had been facilities for direct care to veterans since 1834 
but, at the conclusion of  World War II, the influx of  almost 16 
million new veterans showed the need to focus on their long-
term health and to conduct research into the conditions that 
result from military service.
We divide our efforts into four missions:
1. Provide the Best Care for Veterans
The VHA takes a holistic approach to veteran health, providing 
not only medical care, but programs and services that support 
vets as they transition from active service and throughout the 
rest of  their lives. VA medical centers, clinics, Vet Centers, and 
other facilities provide more than health care -- they provide a 
sense of  community and connection. About one-third of  VHA 
employees are veterans themselves, and our patients know that 
their providers understand and are familiar with the conditions 
veterans face.
2. Conduct Research
The VHA is, and has been, at the forefront of  health care 
innovation, contributing to the body of  medical knowledge. It 
performed the first successful liver transplant, demonstrated 
the relationship between smoking and lung cancer, invented 

the nicotine patch, and 
developed Hepatitis 
C medication that has 
effectively eradicated the 
disease in the veteran 
population. We currently 
have more than 7,000 
active research projects 
and are home to the 
largest brain bank 
and the largest DNA 
repository in the nation.
3. Support Education
Our work would not be 
possible without our long-standing academic affiliate partners. 
The VHA works with universities, other federal agencies, 
nonprofit organizations, and private industry to enhance our 
impact. We partner with virtually every medical school in 
the nation, and almost 70 percent of  America's health care 
providers receive medical training at a VHA facility. The skills 
they build at the VHA can be seen in hospitals and clinics 
across the country.
4. Provide Emergency Response
Our fourth mission of  emergency response for the nation came 
to the forefront this year. While we have responded to acute 
emergencies such as hurricanes for years, during the COVID-19 
pandemic, the VHA has provided a sustained nationwide 
response. Since March, VHA staff  have volunteered in 118 
Federal Emergency Management Agency missions in 47 states, 
the District of  Columbia, and Native American communities.
We have tested more than 1.1 million people for COVID-19 
and cared for over 100,000 veterans and civilians diagnosed 
with the virus. We have now begun vaccinating nearly 200,000 
employees and veterans.
Despite all this, we never stopped providing safe veteran care. 
We are the nation's leader in telehealth technology, and these 
visits have increased more than 1,700% during the pandemic.
I am immensely proud of  the VHA's long history, as well as 
every one of  its employees. Our facilities are places of  both 
health care and camaraderie, and it is not uncommon for long 
lost battle buddies to unexpectedly reunite in our lobbies or 
waiting rooms. Special moments like these make the VHA 
a health care system unlike any other, fulfilling the nation's 
commitment to honor those who have served our nation.
As we celebrate 75 years of  service, I am grateful to my 
predecessors and all of  my colleagues for their tireless work. It 
is a privilege and honor to serve those who served.
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could rely on the reserves for specialized skills in intelligence, 
maintenance and logistics, search and rescue, and construction.

It was the first real test of  the total-force concept involving 
shifting major responsibilities to the reserves, Geis said. “Each 
one of  the services did it pretty aggressively,” he said, although 
“there were some questions about whether the reserve was 
going to be able to perform.”

However, the reserves “were able to execute extremely effectively, 
and so that [total force] concept was validated,” Geis said.

As for lessons learned, Karppi and CNA President and CEO 
Katherine McGrady said Desert Shield and Desert Storm 
highlighted the need for military planners to pay more attention 
to the threat of  mines on land and at sea, which remain a major 
problem for an attacking force.

Karppi said the Iraqi mines in the Persian Gulf, mainly bottom-
mounted, “were an issue for sure for the Navy.” Mines caused 
serious damage to the amphibious ship Tripoli and major 
damage to the cruiser Princeton, Karppi said.

Mines were also “a big issue for the Marine Corps,” said McGrady, 
who was embedded with the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force. 
“What amazed me in my observation -- something like mines, 
such an unsophisticated device, can really disrupt plans. Even 
the perception that they might be out there causes an enormous 
amount of  disruption.”

In a later interview with Military.com, McGrady said the dangers 
from mines and improvised explosive devices persisted through 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq and warned that “the very 
threat of  mines can bring an operation to its knees.”

‘Most Successful War of the 20th Century:’ 
What the US Did Right in Desert Storm

18 Jan 2021 | Military.com | By Richard Sisk

In the late summer of  1990, the forces of  Iraqi dictator Saddam 
Hussein were poised on the Saudi border, having just overrun 
Kuwait. U.S. troops scrambled to get ashore and fall in on their 
gear, overcoming chaos at the Saudi ports.

Five months later, on Jan. 17, 1991, U.S.-led coalition bombings 
of  Hussein’s Iraq began, and Operation Desert Shield -- a six-
month buildup of  troops and defensive mission -- became the 
kinetic Operation Desert Storm. It was the start of  what has 
been described by the Government Accountability Office as 
“perhaps the most successful war of  the 20th Century.”

More than 500,000 U.S. troops deployed to Saudi Arabia during 
Desert Shield, preparing the way for Desert Storm.

In a virtual briefing held ahead of  Desert Storm’s 30th 
anniversary, analysts with the Center for Naval Analyses who 
had been embedded during the fight revisited the war and the 
elements that had made it such a successful U.S. operation.

Analysts pointed to the contributions of  the battleships 
Missouri and Wisconsin in their last war and stressed that the 
first test of  the “total force” concept relying on the reserves 
succeeded beyond the expectations of  commanders.

Steve Karppi, a senior CNA researcher who was embedded 
with Cruiser-Destroyer Group 2, said the battleships “were 
using remotely piloted vehicles to do their targeting” with their 
fearsome 16-inch guns. “That was a new development.”

The second time the battleships unleashed bombardments, the 
Iraqis “actually tried to surrender,” Karppi said. “The drone 
saw it. The Iraqis put up white flags. It appears the Iraqis were 
fearful of  that bombardment and they actually surrendered.”

During the air campaign, the U.S. and its allies conducted more 
than 116,000 combat air sorties and dropped 88,500 tons of  
bombs, according to the Defense Department. The six-week 
air campaign set the stage for the 100-hour ground assault that 
routed Iraqi forces and liberated Kuwait.

“Beginning at 0239 [hours] on Jan. 17, 1991, a Coalition air 
armada of  nearly a thousand aircraft in the first day of  the air 
campaign attacked more targets than all of  the Eighth Air Force 
aircraft hit in the entire European theater during the years 1942 
and 1943,” the Air Force Association’s Mitchell Institute for 
Aerospace Studies stated in a report titled “Desert Storm: 30 
Years Later.”

Mark Geis, executive vice president of  CNA, who was embedded 
with the 2nd Marine Expeditionary Force, said that Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm “really validated the effectiveness of  
an all-volunteer force,” and proved that the active-duty units 

USAF aircraft of  the 4th Fighter Wing (F-16, F-15C and F-15E) 
fly over Kuwaiti oil fires, set by the retreating Iraqi army during 
Operation Desert Storm in 1991. (U.S. Air Force)
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4. The United States knew an offensive was coming.

North Vietnam massed 80,000 troops and the supplies needed to 
launch the Tet Offensive in the days before Jan. 31, 1968. That kind 
of  reinforcement and troop movement is hard to hide, especially 
when the CIA is watching the Ho Chi Minh Trail. In their history of  
the war, Clark Dougan and Stephen Weiss wrote that the commander 
of  American forces in Vietnam, Gen. William Westmoreland, told 
Washington that he expected a “countrywide effort” from the NVA 
soon.

Despite the mounting evidence, in the last months of  1967, the United 
States and South Vietnam didn’t believe an attack of  the scale and 
scope of  the Tet Offensive was possible and were caught completely 
off  guard.

5. Tet is a Vietnamese New Year celebration.

Vietnam has its own calendar, a lunar calendar, in which Tet marks the 
first day of  the year. It’s also one of  the most important holidays in 
the country, on which most Vietnamese people return to their homes 
and immediate families to celebrate together and pay homage to their 
ancestors. Launching a major offensive during the Tet holiday meant 
that many ARVN soldiers wouldn’t be at their regular posts, and many 
were actually on leave at the time. When the attack came, leave was 
canceled, but the cancellations came too late and many soldiers went 
on leave anyway. To make matters worse, Westmoreland believed the 
focus of  the attack was on Khe Sanh, when it was really Saigon.

6. It did not go well for North Vietnam.

As far as traditional military thought goes, the North Vietnamese 
were soundly beaten. Almost overnight, the tide turned against the 
communists. American and ARVN forces pushed them out of  most 
major cities and towns. Within two weeks, an estimated 32,000 NVA 

8 Reasons Why the Battle of Hue Was So Pivotal 
in the Vietnam War

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell

Until 1945, the Vietnamese city of  Hue was the capital of  the country 
and a shining jewel in its history. The old imperial capital stood largely 
untouched after 150 years, even as the United States ramped up its 
involvement in Vietnam.

On Jan. 30, 1968, Hue became the site of  one of  the longest, bloodiest 
battles the Americans would fight against the North Vietnamese 
Army, or NVA, and its Viet Cong guerrillas living in South Vietnam. 
As part of  a much larger and costly offensive, it became a turning 
point, as public opinion in the United States began to turn against 
the war.

To understand why, however, there are a few critical things to 
understand about the battle and its aftermath.

1. Hue was untouched by the war until 1968.

After the French withdrew from Indochina, and the country was 
divided into a “democratic” south and a communist north, the city 
of  Hue fell south of  the demilitarized zone. As the United States 
increased its involvement and committed to combat actions, the city 
became an important part of  the U.S. strategy in the country. It was 
an important supply point for the U.S. Navy and part of  the Army’s 
supply chain.  Until 1968, the communists were largely unable to hit 
major urban centers because they didn’t have enough men, supplies or 
support inside South Vietnam’s cities to make such attacks effective. 
They would soon change that perception.

2. The North Vietnamese weren’t just a ragtag bunch of  
farmers.

Although the Viet Cong -- also known as the VC, they were South 
Vietnamese who actively supported the communist north -- had their 
share of  peasant soldiers, North Vietnam’s armed forces were much 
more sophisticated than popular perception allows. The north had a 
talented air force, weapons supplied by China and the Soviet Union, 
tanks, APCs, artillery and more.  More importantly, the Vietnamese 
had been at war against outside rule for so long, they could boast 
multiple generations of  veteran soldiers fighting on their home turf.

3. The Battle of  Hue was part of  the Tet Offensive.

On Jan. 30-31, 1968, North Vietnam launched a massive, coordinated 
assault on nearly every city, town, and military installation in South 
Vietnam. The communists believed it would be followed by a massive 
uprising against the corrupt, repressive South Vietnamese government 
of  President Nguyen Van Thieu.  Thieu’s mismanagement of  the 
military made it much easier for the North Vietnamese Army to 
surprise and hit the south. As a result, Army of  the Republic of  South 
Vietnam (ARVN) forces took the brunt of  the casualties. Still, it was 
the first time the north brought the war to the cities in any meaningful 
way. Some 14,300 civilians were killed, with another 24,000 wounded 
and 630,000 forced to flee their homes.  With his disgraceful response 
to the Tet Offensive, Thieu’s government lost popular support in the 
countryside, which leaned toward the communists.

Twentieth Century “Angel of  Mercy” -- D. R. Howe (Glencoe, MN) 
treats the wounds of  Private First Class D. A. Crum (New Brighton, 
PA), Company H, 2nd Battalion, Fifth Marine Regiment, during 
Operation Hue City. (National Archives and Records Administration)

See Hue— continued on page 29



29

Armed Forces Retirement Home residents 
line up to receive their COVID-19 
vaccine. The DoD and the Military Health 
System is encouraging all beneficiaries 75 
and older to access vaccines through their 
closest military medical treatment facility. 
(Photo by Carolyn Haug, Armed Forces Retirement Home.)

troops had been killed. No South Vietnamese uprising ever came, and 
the Americans and South Vietnam suffered only around 1,500 and 
2,700 casualties, respectively. 

But not in Hue, the ancient capital city, and the least likely target of  an 
NVA attack. American and South Vietnamese defenders were caught 
completely off  guard, and the North Vietnamese were able to quietly 
capture the city with few major firefights. In journalist Mark Bowden’s 
book “Hue 1968,” the author says the city was captured in four hours, 
save for a small ARVN contingent inside the city’s citadel and the 
American Military Assistance Command Vietnam (MACV) base, where 
“400 American troops ... were basically holed up like the Alamo.”

7. Hue was the single bloodiest battle of  the Vietnam War.

Marines A Company, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines fire from a house 
window during a 
search and clear 
mission in the Battle 
of  Hue (U.S. Marine 
Corps/Sgt. Bruce A. 
Atwell)

According to 
Bowden’s research, the 
Americans believed 
Hue was held by a 
handful of  die-hard 
communist troops 

and sent small units of  U.S. Marines to clear them out. The Marines 
were instead facing a dug-in and heavily armed NVA stronghold -- 
and took heavy casualties doing it. The Marines were able to come 
to the aid of  the MACV compound and other MACV elements, but 
not all of  them.

For an entire month, U.S. Marines and soldiers, along with ARVN 
troops, waged battles throughout the city, often going house-to-
house to remove Hue from North Vietnamese control. It was the 
first time Marines had engaged in urban combat since the Korean 
War. They were so unprepared for fighting in a major city that Col. 
Ernie Cheatham, commander of  the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines in 
Hue City, had to look up how to do it in an old Marine Corps field 
manual.

8. Hue was a loss for North Vietnam, but it marked the 
beginning of  the end.

Even Americans who initially supported the war in Vietnam were 
shocked by the bloodiness of  the Tet Offensive, especially the fighting 
in Khe Sanh (which raged on for months) and in Hue. One of  those 
Americans was journalist Walter Cronkite, who had accepted what 
the government told him about the war.

It was after he landed in Hue to see the war for himself  that he 
delivered the broadcast that many believe is the reason the United 
States could not achieve its objectives in Vietnam:

“[I]t seems now more certain than ever that the bloody experience of  
Vietnam is to end in a stalemate. … [I]t is increasingly clear to this 
reporter that the only rational way out then will be to negotiate, not 
as victors, but as an honorable people who lived up to their pledge to 
defend democracy and did the best they could.”

Hue — continued from page 28 DOD recommends adults 75 and 
older should seek COVID-19 vaccine

19 Jan 2021 |  Military Health System Communications Office
The Department of  Defense recommends that adults ages 75 and 
older should now receive a COVID-19 vaccine as part of  its official 
Vaccination Program across the United States. The DOD and the Military 
Health System is encouraging all beneficiaries in that age group to access 
vaccines through their closest military medical treatment facility (MTF).
Each MTF will determine local processes, and whether appointments 
are required or if  walk-ins are accepted. Vaccine availability may vary by 
location, but beneficiaries will be notified when and where the vaccine 
becomes available to them. There are more than 1.1 million beneficiaries 
in the TRICARE for Life (TFL) health plan who need to be aware of  
this critical recommendation.
This age recommendation differs slightly from that of  the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, which recommends vaccinations for 
those 65 and older.
“All older adults are at greater risk for becoming critically ill if  they are 
infected with SARS-CoV-2, which causes COVID-19. DOD is eager to 
reach out to this beneficiary population—including those not enrolled at 
an MTF—and let them know that it’s his or her turn if  they so choose,” 
said Air Force Colonel Tonya Rans, Defense Health Agency’s Chief  
of  the Immunization Healthcare Division. “Offering these safe and 
effective vaccines through DOD provides another option to those who 
may not yet have access through their civilian provider or pharmacy.”
There are currently two authorized COVID-19 vaccines in the United 
States, and each requires two doses to be fully effective. Risk for severe 
illness with COVID-19 increases with age, with older adults at highest 
risk, and adults 75 and older are at up to eight times higher risk of  
hospitalization from COVID-19 infection than younger, healthy adults. 
Further, all COVID-19 vaccines currently available in the United States 
have been shown to be highly effective at preventing the disease.
Additionally, second-dose reminders are critical to achieve optimal 
vaccine effectiveness. Arrangements for scheduling a second dose and 
setting a reminder can be made while you are getting your first dose. 
Importantly, vaccines are NOT interchangeable, and a vaccine recipient’s second dose 
must be from the same manufacturer as the first dose.
A reminder to beneficiaries and other personnel: Getting vaccinated 
yourself  may also protect people around you, particularly people at 
increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19. But even if  you have 
been vaccinated, other COVID-19 safety precautions like masks, social 
distancing and frequent handwashing should remain in effect until 
experts better understand the extent of  protection that COVID-19 
vaccines provide.
Answers to frequently asked questions can be found on the TRICARE 
page and at the CDC website. For more COVID-19 information 
check the Health.mil website. When misleading information circulates, 
vaccination coverage can fall and increase the risk for outbreaks.
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Israeli officials, including Kochavi, say that Iran is in a much 
weaker position than in 2015 after years of  sanctions by the 
Trump administration. They say that any new deal should 
eliminate “sunset” provisions that phase out certain limits 
on Iran’s nuclear activities, address Iran’s long-range missile 
program and its military involvement and support for Israel’s 
enemies across the region.

Tensions around Iran have steadily increased. During Trump’s 
final days as president, Tehran seized a South Korean oil tanker 
and begun enriching uranium closer to weapons-grade levels, 
while the U.S. has sent B-52 bombers, the USS Nimitz aircraft 
carrier and a nuclear submarine into the region.

Iran has also increased its military drills, including firing cruise 
missiles as part of  a naval drill in the Gulf  of  Oman this month.

Iran has missile capability of  up to 2,000 kilometers (1,250 
miles), far enough to reach Israel and U.S. military bases in the 
region.

Israeli Military Chief Warns of New Plans to 
Strike Iran

26 Jan 2021 |  The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israel’s military chief  Tuesday warned the 
Biden administration against rejoining the 2015 Iran nuclear 
deal, even if  it toughens its terms, adding he’s ordered his forces 
to step up preparations for possible offensive action against 
Iran during the coming year.

The comments by Lt. Gen. Aviv Kochavi came as Israel and 
Iran both seek to put pressure on President Joe Biden ahead of  
his expected announcement on his approach for dealing with 
the Iranian nuclear program. In Iran, leaders said they would 
not wait indefinitely for Biden to act.

The 2015 deal put curbs on Iran’s nuclear program in exchange 
for the easing of  crippling economic sanctions. Israel strongly 
opposed the deal, saying it did not include sufficient safeguards 
to prevent Iran from developing a nuclear weapon. It welcomed 
the Trump administration’s withdrawal from the agreement in 
2018.

Biden has said he will seek to revive the deal, with some changes.

In his address, Kochavi said a return to the deal, even with some 
improvements, “is bad operationally and it is bad strategically.” 
He said allowing Iran to proceed with a nuclear program would 
be “an unacceptable threat and will lead to nuclear proliferation 
across the region.” Iran says its nuclear program is for peaceful 
purposes only.

Kochavi said that given the threat posed by Iran, Israel’s military 
would be prepared to attack on its own if  needed.

“I instructed the army to prepare a number of  operational 
plans in addition to the existing ones,” he said. “We are taking 
care of  these plans and will develop them during the coming 
year. Those who decide on carrying them out, of  course, are 
the political leaders. But these plans have to be on the table.”

Just hours before Kochavi spoke against a deal, Iran prodded 
Biden to rejoin the atomic accord. “The window of  opportunity 
will not be open for long,” said Iran’s Cabinet spokesman Ali 
Rabiei.

In this Nov. 12, 2019 file photo, Aviv Kochavi, hold press conference 
following the killing of  a senior Islamic Jihad commander in Gaza 
by Israel, in Tel Aviv, Israel. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)
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Lockerbie Bomber Family Loses Appeal to 
Overturn Conviction

15 Jan 2021  | The Associated Press

LONDON — The family of  a Libyan man convicted in the 
Lockerbie bombing has lost an appeal in a court in Scotland to 
have his conviction overturned posthumously.

Abdelbaset al-Megrahi was jailed for life in 2001 for his 
involvement in the attack on Pan Am flight 103, which crashed 
in Scotland during a flight from London to New York on Dec. 
21, 1988. The bombing killed all 259 people aboard the plane 
and another 11 on the ground.

Al-Megrahi was found guilty of  mass murder. The family of  
the former intelligence officer has long claimed his innocence 
and plans to appeal to the U.K. Supreme Court.

Al-Megrahi lost one appeal and abandoned another before 
being freed in 2009 on compassionate grounds because he was 
terminally ill with cancer.

He died in Libya in 2012, still protesting his innocence. His 
family has sought to overturn the murder conviction, citing 
concerns about the evidence, including doubts about the timer 
alleged to have detonated the bomb.

In this Dec. 21, 1988 photo, a police officer walks by the nose of  
Pan Am flight 103 in a field near the town of  Lockerbie, Scotland 
where it lay after a bomb aboard exploded, killing a total of  270 
people. (AP Photo/Martin Cleaver, File)

Macron Calls on Biden for Greater US Military Involvement
20 Jan 2021 | The Associated Press

BREST, France — French President Emmanuel Macron hoped 
on Tuesday that U.S. President-elect Joe Biden will show a 
greater military commitment to fight against Islamic extremists 
in several theaters of  conflict and especially in the Middle East.

Macron, who made his New Year’s speech to the French military 
in Brest, in western France, said “I am certain that in the coming 
weeks, the new administration (Biden) will need to make key 
decisions that will mark a greater commitment and awareness in 
the fight against terrorism” in Syria and Iraq.

Macron stressed that France has maintained its efforts to fight 
against the Islamic State group in the region. About 900 French 
troops are currently taking part in the U.S.-led international 
coalition. The Charles-de-Gaulle aircraft carrier will rejoin the 
operation in the coming months, he said.

He also called for the United States to get more involved in 
multilateral defense cooperation. Biden, whose inauguration is 
scheduled for Wednesday, has pledged to restore U.S. relations 
with allies and the NATO alliance.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron reviews the troops prior 
to his New Year’s speech to the 
French Armed Forces at Brest 
naval training center, western 
France, Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021. 
(Stephane Mahe/Pool Photo via AP)

Under the Trump administration, the number of  U.S. troops 
in Afghanistan has been reduced to about 2,500 and American 
forces in Iraq have been cut in recent months to reach about 
the same level.

In his speech, Macron also suggested he is considering a partial 
troop pullout in Africa’s Sahel region, an “adjustment” he 
presented as a consequence of  successes achieved by French 
forces last year and an expected greater involvement of  other 
European countries.
EDITORS NOTE: Macron only has 900 troops taking part – 
why does he not increase his numbers before asking the United 
States to send more troops?
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“The blame for what is happening -- and this is a very unfortunate 
scenario -- is entirely on the United States and NATO allies,” 
Kosachyov wrote.

While Moscow and Washington have frequently accused each 
other of  violations, NATO argued for the preservation of  the 
accord.

On Friday, the alliance’s deputy spokesman Piers Cazalet said 
Russia’s “selective implementation” of  its Open Skies duties had 
for a while undermined the treaty’s contributions to regional 
security.

“All NATO Allies remain committed to effective international 
arms control, disarmament, and non-proliferation –- which are 
essential for our security,” Cazalet said in a statement.

Washington also pulled out from the Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty with Russia, further straining 
already tense relations between Moscow and Washington that 
in recent years have reached their lowest point since the end of  
the Cold War.

Russia Follows US to Withdraw from 
Open Skies Treaty

17 Jan 2021 Agence France Presse | By Anastasia Clark

Russia on Friday said it was withdrawing from the Open Skies 
treaty, undermining a post-Cold War defense accord that allows 
its signatories to carry out unarmed surveillance flights over 
each other’s territories.

Citing “lack of  progress” on maintaining the functioning of  
the treaty after the United States withdrew from it last year, the 
Russian foreign ministry said in a statement it was beginning 
“domestic procedures for the Russian Federation’s withdrawal 
from the Open Skies treaty.”

The agreement was signed soon after the dissolution of  the 
Soviet Union in 1992 and came into force in 2002.

It allowed its nearly three dozen signatories to carry out short-
notice flights over one another’s territory to monitor potential 
military operations. Members include countries across Europe, 
the former Soviet Union and Canada.

Last year Washington announced it would be leaving the treaty 
after accusing Russia of  violations, including blocking flights 
over certain sites and forbidding surveys of  military exercises.

The Russian foreign ministry said Friday that the United States 
had used a “fictitious pretext” for its withdrawal and had 
disturbed “the balance of  interests of  the participating states.” 
The ministry said Russia had put forward proposals to retain 
the “viability” of  the agreement but did not receive support 
from Washington.

The pact allows its members to request copies of  images taken 
during surveillance flights carried out by other members.

The country under surveillance is given 72-hours’ warning 
ahead of  a flight and 24-hours’ notice of  the flight path, to 
which it can suggest modifications.

Konstantin Kosachyov, chairman of  the foreign affairs 
committee of  the Russian parliament’s upper house, said 
Moscow’s decision to leave Open Skies was “predictable” as 
the other member states did not fulfil its terms.

In a post on Facebook on Friday, the lawmaker said Russia 
requested the remaining signatories to confirm that they 
would not transfer information obtained under the Open Skies 
agreement to Washington.

The United States, like many Open Skies treaty members, is 
part of  the NATO alliance.

An OC-135 Open Skies aircraft parked on a ramp at Offutt Air 
Force Base, Nebraska Sept. 14, 2018. (U.S. Air Force/Charles J. 
Haymond)
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Tuesday evening. A second full-blown test firing would reduce 
the remaining number of  fill-ups.

The Artemis program is working to put astronauts back on the 
moon by 2024, a deadline set by the Trump administration. It’s 
uncertain how the incoming White House will approach that 
timeline.

In its annual report Tuesday, the Aereospace Safety Advisory 
Panel urged NASA to develop a realistic schedule for its 
Artemis moon program and called into question the 2024 date 
for returning astronauts to the lunar surface.

On the eve of  his departure from NASA, Bridenstine, a 
former Republican congressman from Oklahoma, stressed 
that key programs like Artemis need to encompass multiple 
administrations, decades and even generations. It’s crucial , he 
said, that “we’ve got buy-in and support from all of  America 
and members of  Congress on both sides of  the aisle.”

Halted Rocket Test Could Stall 
NASA Moon Shot, Redo Possible

20 Jan 2021 | The Associated Press | By Marcia Dunn

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — NASA is considering a second 
firing of  its moon rocket engines after a critical test came up 
short over the weekend, a move that could bump the first flight 
in the Artemis lunar-landing program into next year.

The space agency had aimed to launch its new Space Launch 
System, or SLS, rocket and an empty Orion capsule by the end 
of  this year, with the capsule flying to the moon and back as 
a prelude to crew missions. But that date could be in jeopardy 
following Saturday’s aborted test.

“We have a shot at flying it this year, but we need to get through 
this next step,” said Kathy Lueders, head of  NASA’s human 
spaceflight office.

All four engines fired for barely a minute, rather than the 
intended eight minutes, on the test stand at NASA’s Stennis 
Space Center in Mississippi. The countdown rehearsal for the 
212-foot (65-meter) core stage — made by Boeing — included 
the liquid hydrogen and oxygen tanks, as well as all the necessary 
computers and electronics.

On Tuesday, NASA attributed the automatic shutdown to the 
strict test limits meant to protect the core stage so it can be used 
on the first Artemis flight. The hydraulic system for one engine 
exceeded safety parameters, officials said, and flight computers 
shut everything down 67 seconds into the ignition.

Two other engine-related issues also occurred.

NASA said it can adjust the test limits if  a second test is deemed 
necessary, to prevent another premature shutdown. Engineers 
will continue to analyze the data, as managers debate the pros 
and cons of  proceeding with a second test firing at Stennis or 
shipping the rocket straight to Florida’s Kennedy Space Center 
for launch preparations. Some of  that Kennedy work might be 
able to be streamlined, Lueders said.

This core stage can be loaded with super-cold fuel no more than 
nine times, NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine told reporters 

In this Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021 photo made available by NASA, the 
core stage for the first flight of  NASA’s Space Launch System rocket 
undergoes a hot fire test at NASA’s Stennis Space Center near Bay 
St. Louis, Miss. (Robert Markowitz/NASA via AP)
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