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April 2021

Sunday, April 11th

10:00 am Meeting
via Zoom

To join the online meeting,
click the link below:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5348041177
?pwd=SHRqMU5BRkZkRk9wMFh6Z

HhCYkw0UT09

Online Meeting and Passcode:
Meeting ID: 534 804 1177

Passcode: 1JTpm2

If  you plan on joining by phone (not 
recommended), you can find a phone 
number by clicking the link below (or 

check the list in your Post E-Mail): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/
kzoUnPmU5

Telephonic Meeting and Passcode:
 Meeting ID: 534 804 1177

Passcode: 874451

NEXT POST MEETINGNEXT POST MEETING

Date   Time  Event
Sunday April 11***    1000**  Post Meeting
Thursday April 15   Israel Independence Day
Sunday April 25    0900  Dept. of  FL Quarterly mtg 
     1000 Presentation (Joint JWV-FL/AUSA)
Sunday May 9   Mother’s Day
Sunday May 16    0900**  Post Meeting (location TBA/Virtual?)
     1000 Presentation
Monday May 31   Memorial Day
Sunday June 6    0900* Dept of  FL Convention - Delray Beach
Monday June 14   Flag Day
Sunday June 20    0930** Post Meeting and Father’s Day
Sunday July 4   Independence Day 
August 15-20   126th National JWV Convention
    New Orleans, LA
November 28-December 7  JWV 33rd Mission to Israel

MARK YOUR MARK YOUR 
CALENDARCALENDAR**

Commander Larry Jasper • lmjasper@reagan.com • (813) 404-5616

*   Dates and Times are subject to change
**  Meeting begins at 1000 virtually via Zoom
*** Represents a Date Change

For the latest updates:

Check out all of  our websites:
Post 373 — www.jwvtampa.org
Dept of  FL  — www.jwv-fl.org
JWV National  — www.jwv.org
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Vietnam Wall

This is really sobering. First click on a state. When it opens, scroll 
down to the city where you went to high school and look at the 
names. Click on the name and it will give details of  the person's 
death, a picture or at least their bio and medals.

This really is an amazing web site. Someone spent a lot of  time 
and effort to create it.

I hope that everyone who receives this appreciates what those 
who served in Vietnam sacrificed for our country.

Pass the link on to others, as many knew wonderful people 
whose names are listed.

www.virtualwall.org

CC MMANDER’SMMANDER’S          
                      CC RNERRNER

I am hoping that this will be our last virtual meeting! We should 
have enough members vaccinated so that we can have an in-
person meeting in May. If  the VA will not allow us to meet 
there, we have alternate locations available.  Our May meeting 
is scheduled for the 16th at 0900.  It will be a short meeting 
followed by the second part of  the 1973 Yom Kippur War 
presentation.  We can all watch together!  We will Zoom for 
those who do not feel comfortable meeting in person at that 
time.  As a precaution, we will still sit distanced and wear masks 
when moving about or sitting close.

The first part of  the 1973 Yom Kippur war presentation will be 
on Sunday April 25th, one week after our Post meeting.  I hope 
everyone will watch it – and invite friends!  In April we will hear 
the presentation on the Golan Heights Campaign and in May 
will be the Suez Canal Campaign. See the flyer for the details 
and Zoom link.

The presentation is open to all of  JWV, AUSA, and the entire 
Jewish Community.  We should use this to recruit new members 
and Patrons.

If  anyone has not as yet renewed their annual membership, 
or has difficulty paying their dues due to the pandemic or any 
other reason, assistance is available – please contact me.  All 
contacts will be strictly confidential.  If  you are behind in your 
dues, pay for the 2021 and back dues will be erased.  If  you fail 
to pay dues for 3 years National will drop you from the rolls.  
Don’t let that happen!

If  anyone is interested in holding a Department of  Florida 
position, please let me know.  Nominations are open and 
will be accepted at the April 25th meeting and at the June 6th 
Department Convention prior to voting.  If  you are interested, 
contact me for details.

The Department of  Florida Convention will be in-person at 
the Delray Beach Golf  Club on June 6th.  

We anticipate the National Commander Jeff  Sacks and Auxiliary 
National President Natalie Blank will join us.  Information is 
being mailed to everyone.

Onto JWV business:

JWV has a Post 9-11 committee that is looking for members.  
If  you served post 9-11,  contact Jeff  Blonder at jwv.
of.massachusetts@gmail.com. 

The Gulf  War Committee is also looking for members who 
served during that time period (1990 – 2001). If  you served, 
contact Rochel Hayman at rochelhaymanjwv@gmail.com.

Plans to hold the 126th Annual National Convention in New 
Orleans August 15th – 20th is going forward.  Details are available 
on the National Website and on our Post 373 Website.

The JWV 33rd Allied Mission to Israel is scheduled for November 
28th to December 7th of  this year.  Details are available on the 
National Website and on our Post 373 Website.

Hope to see everyone on the call this Sunday!

L’Shalom,

Larry

http://www.virtualwall.org
mailto:jwv.of.massachusetts%40gmail.com?subject=Post%209-11%20Military%20Service
mailto:jwv.of.massachusetts%40gmail.com?subject=Post%209-11%20Military%20Service
mailto:rochelhaymanjwv%40gmail.com?subject=Gulf%20War%20Committee%20Interest
https://www.jwv.org
http://www.jwvtampa.org
http://www.jwv.org
http://www.jwvtampa.org
http://www.virtualwall.org
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Middle East War History
Spotlight Series

Yom Kippur War:
History and Perspectives

Zoom Webinars – 25 April 2021 [1000-1330 EDT] and 16 May 2021 [1000-1330 EDT]
Battle Run (in Israel) – 15-23 May 2022

Featured Panelists Include:

Uri Simhony (MG. Ret., IDF) 
Former Col. J3 – Northern Command

Hayim Danon (Ltc. Ret., IDF)
Former Major – Co. Tank Btn.,

679 Bde., Golan Heights

Avraham Bar David (BG. Ret., IDF)
Former Ltc. – Chief of Artillery.,

Northern Command

Gideon Avidor (BG. Ret., IDF)
Former Ltc. – G3 252 Div.,

Sinai

Amram Mizra (MG. Ret., IDF)
Former Ltc. – 196th Btn.,

14th Bde., Sinai

Emanuel Sakal (MG. Ret., IDF)
Former Ltc. – 52nd Btn.,

401st Bde., Sinai

Pesach Maluvani (Col.)
Former Major – Intelligence Analyst,

Syrian and Egyptian Armies

Proudly Sponsored By:

For more details, use the QR code, 
or log onto www.jwv-fl.org/yom-kippur

Zoom Links:
25 April — https://ausa.zoom.us/j/94035248214?pwd=RW1kYnVVQk1FTE5vQUxqNU9CVUdRdz09
16 May — https://ausa.zoom.us/j/99025103708?pwd=MGlBcWZsbklnNkl1NmlscVZwV3VFQT09

Department of floriDa

Jewish War Veterans
of  the United States of  America
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the remnants of  two hurricanes, making the voyage perilous for 
the steamer. For two-thirds of  the 15-day trip, it rode 20- to 
30-foot waves while crossing sea lanes. To make matters worse, 
the crew was unable to store its precious cargo below deck. The 
casket and its remains could only be held topside as the storms 
wreaked havoc on the cruiser.
Despite the weather and rough seas, the Marines never left the 
Unknown Soldier. They lashed themselves to the ship’s decks 
and maintained their watch.
The ship and the Unknown Soldier arrived in Washington’s 
Navy Yard on Nov. 9, 1921. The ship fired its guns in salute to 
the soldier.
He lay in state in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda until Armistice Day, 
Nov. 11, when he was transferred to his final resting place at 
Arlington. President Warren G. Harding officiated the interment 
ceremony, where the unknown was awarded the Victoria Cross 
by Admiral of  the Fleet Lord Beatty, on behalf  of  King George 
V.
Olympia eventually returned to Philadelphia, where it was 
decommissioned in 1922. Due to the ship’s historic importance, 
it was restored to its original condition in 1957. Today, Olympia 
is the oldest American steel warship still afloat and is preserved 
in Philadelphia as part of  the Independence Seaport Museum.
In October 2021, the museum will commemorate the centennial 
of  the soldier’s return in a joint ceremony with Le Havre, France, 
to remember the perilous journey of  the Olympia carrying the 
Unknown Soldier’s remains back to the United States.
To learn more about the Olympia or the centennial event, visit 
the Independence Seaport Museum’s Centennial website. To 
learn more about the Tomb of  the Unknown Soldier or to plan 
a trip, visit Arlington National Cemetery’s website.

2021 Marks the Centennial Anniversary of the 
Return of the Unknown Soldier

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell
By the time the protected cruiser USS Olympia departed from 
the United States on Oct. 3, 1921, it was already one of  the 
most storied ships in the entire U.S. Navy.
Its next mission, which would be its last, was no less important 
than the rest of  its service life. The Olympia was to transport 
the remains of  the United States’ Unknown Soldier of  World 
War I from the port of  Le Havre, France, back to the U.S. 
capital.
Olympia was launched in 1895, the largest ship ever constructed 
on the U.S. west coast at the time. It was faster, more heavily 
armored and heavily armed than comparable ships in the British 
Royal Navy, the leading sea power of  the age.
But the United States wasn’t about to go to war with England. In 
January 1898, the legendary American naval leader Commodore 
George Dewey boarded the Olympia, making it the flagship of  
the U.S. Asiatic Fleet. Four months later, war broke out with 
Spain and Dewey’s fleet steamed toward the Philippines.
It was aboard Olympia that Dewey oversaw the Battle of  
Manila Bay. The U.S. Navy soundly defeated the Spanish fleet 
in a lopsided victory that saw the destruction of  the enemy 
fleet. Dewey then landed a force of  United States Marines on 
the islands to knock out the coastal defenses. The Philippines 
would soon fall to the Americans as well.
When news of  the victory arrived in America, Dewey and the 
Olympia became instant celebrities. The Olympia returned to 
its home base in China before being recalled to Boston. After 
serving as a training ship, it again entered service.
This time, it was for World War I, but the Olympia didn’t go to 
Europe. It was the flagship of  the U.S. Patrol Force, guarding 
the Atlantic Coast. Olympia didn’t see action during WWI, 
but it did transport members of  the Polar Bear Expedition to 
Russia when the U.S. intervened in the Russian Civil War of  
1918, briefly occupying the port city of  Arkhangelsk.
After leaving Russia, the Olympia became the flagship of  the 
Mediterranean Squadron before coming home to American 
waters. That’s how it ended up in Philadelphia, steaming for 
France for one last mission.
On March 4, 1921, the U.S. Congress was looking for a way to 
memorialize the sacrifices of  American soldiers and sailors in 
the Great War. It decided to bring the remains of  one soldier 
interred at the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery back home, 
to be immortalized forever in Arlington National Cemetery’s 
Tomb of  the Unknown.
Aboard the Olympia with its cadre of  Marine Corps guards, 
the journey home was not an easy one. The ship encountered 

The arrival of  the remains of  the Unknown Soldier at Washington 
Navy Yard, Nov. 9, 1921. (Library of  Congress)
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80 Years After Pearl Harbor, 
Veteran’s Remains Identified

25 Mar 2021 | The Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — About 80 years after the bombing of  Pearl 
Harbor, a veteran who died during the attacks has had his 
remains identified.

The remains of  William Eugene Blanchard, who was killed 
at Pearl Harbor while serving on the U.S.S. Oklahoma, were 
identified through DNA testing conducted by an agency within 
the U.S. Department of  Defense, the Idaho Statesman reported 
Wednesday.

Blanchard was 24 when he was aboard the warship, which was 
struck by multiple torpedoes and capsized.

Since the 1950s, almost 400 sailors and Marines from the ship 
were buried without identification at the National Memorial 
Cemetery of  the Pacific in Honolulu.

In 2015, officials at the Department of  Defense approved DNA 
testing for those buried. Until then, only six of  the buried soldiers 
had been identified, according to the Department of  Defense.

William Eugene Blanchard’s grandson, Chris Blanchard, said 
the soldier’s son and another family member provided DNA 
samples. The Department of  Defense was able to identify 
William Eugene Blanchard’s legs, part of  his pelvic bone and 
most of  his skull.

In this Dec. 7, 1941, photo, part of  the hull of  the capsized USS 
Oklahoma is seen at right as the battleship USS West Virginia, 
center, begins to sink after suffering heavy damage, while the USS 
Maryland, left, is still afloat in Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii. (U.S. 
Navy via AP)

A mechanic was removing a cylinder-head from the motor of  a 
Harley motorcycle when he spotted a well-known cardiologist in 
his shop. The cardiologist was there waiting for the service manager 
to come take a look at his bike when the mechanic shouted across 
the garage, “Hey Doctor, want to take a look at this?”
The cardiologist, a bit surprised, walked over to where the mechanic 
was working on the motorcycle. The mechanic straightened up, 
wiped his hands on a rag and said, “So Doc, look at this engine. I 
open its heart, take the valves out, repair any damage, and then put 
them back in, and when I finish, it works just like new.
So how come I make $80,000 a year, a pretty small salary, and you 
earn a hefty $460,000 when you and I are basically doing the same 
work?”
The cardiologist paused, smiled, and leaned over, then whispered 
to the mechanic, “Try doing it with the engine running!”
__________________________________________________
Morris calls his son in New York.
“Benny, I have something to tell you. I’m divorcing your mother.”
The son is shocked, and asks his father to tell him what happened.
“I don’t want to get into it. My mind is made up.”
“Dad, don’t do anything rash. I’m going to take the first flight to 
LA. Promise me that you won’t do anything until I get there.”
“Well, all right, I promise. Next week is Passover. I’ll hold off  
seeing the lawyer until after Passover. Call your sister in New 
Jersey and break the news to her. I just can’t bear to talk about it 
anymore.”
After hanging up, Morris turns to his wife and says, “Well, the kids 
will be here for the Seders, but we are going to have to come up 
with a new idea to get them here Rosh Hashanah.”
__________________________________________________
Ben Cohen had been drinking at a pub all night. The bartender 
finally said that the bar was closing. So Ben stood up to leave and 
fell flat on his face. He tried to stand one more time; same result. 
Ben figured he’ll crawl outside and get some fresh air and maybe 
that would sober him up.
Once outside, Ben stood up but fell flat on his face again. So he 
decided to crawl the 4 blocks to his home. When he arrived at 
the door, Ben stood up and again fell flat on his face. He crawled 
through the door and into his bedroom. When he reached his bed 
Ben tried one more time to stand up. This time he managed to pull 
himself  upright, but he quickly fell right into bed and fell sound 
asleep as soon as his head hit the pillow.
He was awakened the next morning to his wife, Yente, standing 
over him, shouting, “So, you’ve been out drinking again!”
“What makes you say that?” Ben asked, putting on an innocent 
look.
Yente replied “The pub called - you left your wheelchair there 
again!
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Oise Aisne American Cemetery Plot E (Wikimedia Commons)

This Cemetery Is the Final Resting Place 
for the Army’s ‘Dishonorable Dead’

25 Mar 2021 | We Are The Mighty | By Blake Stilwell

In a small area of  Northern France, in a town called Seringes-
et-Nesles, is a cemetery filled with soldiers who died fighting to 
keep France from falling to the Kaiser’s Germany during WWI.

The cemetery, Oise-Aisne American Cemetery, holds the 
remains of  6,012 soldiers in plots A-D, some unidentified, as 
well as a memorial to the almost 300 who went missing and were 
never found. There are many interesting side stories about this 
cemetery. Famous poet Joyce Kilmer is buried here. The tombs 
of  the unknown are marked with the same epitaph as the Tomb 
of  the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery.

The most infamous stories, however, lie in plot E.

Officially Plot E does not exist. The 100-by-54 foot oval does 
not appear on maps, pamphlets, or on any websites. Ninety-
six white markers the size of  index cards, carrying only a small 
ID number litter the ground in Plot E, overlooked by a single 
granite cross. No U.S. flag is allowed to fly over it. The bodies 
are interred with their backs to the four plots across the street.

Plot E now contains the remains of  94 bodies. Across the street, 
unmarked, surrounded by thick shrubs and undergrowth, and 
accessible only through the supervisor’s office, the infamous fifth 
plot inters the “Dishonorable Dead,” Americans dishonorably 
discharged by the U.S. Army before being executed for crimes 
like rape and murder during or shortly after WWII.

With the exception of  the infamous deserter Eddie Slovik (who 
was buried here after becoming the first soldier since the Civil 
War to be tried and executed for desertion – his remains have 
since been repatriated), each criminal faced the firing squad or the 
hangman’s rope for the murder of  26 fellow American soldiers 
and 71 British, French, German, Italian, Polish and Algerian 
civilians (both male and female) who were raped or murdered.

British murder victim Elizabeth Green (age 15) was raped and 
strangled by Corporal Ernest Lee Clarke (Grave 68) and Private 
Augustine M. Guerra (Grave 44). Louis Till (Grave 73), the 
father of  American Civil Rights Icon Emmett Till, was hanged 
for his part in the murder of  an Italian woman in 1944. Sir Eric 
Teichman was shot in the head by George E. Smith (Grave 52) 
in December 1944 after Smith was found poaching on his estate. 
Smith was hanged on V-E Day.

The Army executed a total of  98 servicemen for these kinds of  
crimes during WWII. While they were originally buried near the 
site of  their execution, in 1949 they were all reinterred to where 
they are today.

Oise Aisne American Cemetery (Photo by Victor Grigas/
Wikimedia Commons)
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In time for Memorial Day 2021, the Department of  Veterans 
Affairs (VA) National Cemetery Administration (NCA)  has 
upgraded the capabilities of  the Veterans Legacy Memorial 
(VLM) website (https://www.va.gov/remember).  The new 
VLM experience includes a complete redesign for a fresh look, 
better usability, and more ways to submit content. And for the 
first time, VLM visitors may upload photos and documents to a 
Veteran’s VLM page.

The Veterans Legacy Memorial website is the nation’s first digital 
platform dedicated entirely to the memory of  the 3.7 million 
Veterans interred in VA national cemeteries. Launched in 2019, 
the site gives every Veteran interred in a VA national cemetery 
his or her own dedicated web page, with information such as 
dates of  birth and death, military branch, highest rank held, 
conflicts in which the Veteran served, and significant military 
awards received.  The site also includes headstone photographs 
and mapped locations for most Veterans, with more being added 
every day. Last May, family, friends, and visitors gained the ability 
to leave “Tributes” or comments on a Veteran’s personal page.   

Coming this May, visitors to VLM will be able to submit 
photos   and biographical summaries of  a Veteran’s life, along 
with historical documents such as award citations, letters, and 
newspaper clippings.  Another feature will allow visitors to 
follow their Veteran’s page and receive email alerts when new 
content is posted.  

In the past year, more than 9,000 tributes have been shared on 
Veterans’ VLM pages. The site has become a place for families, 

VA Adds New Features on Veterans Legacy Memorial Website in 
Time for Memorial Day 

friends, and fellow Veterans to remember those who have gone 
before them. For many families, it has become a way to show the 
impact a Veteran has had on their lives long after their military 
service had ended, as we see in this tribute to a Veteran interred 
at Puerto Rico National Cemetery:

“Grandpa, thanks for everything. For providing for a family and 
bringing us so much happiness. For always taking care of  us 
until your last breath. For always having a smile and laughing at 
your grandchildren. We love you and we thank you so much not 
only for your years of  service to the country but to your family. 
Love you grandpa.”

All content submitted to VLM is reviewed by Veterans Legacy 
Memorial administrators before being posted to the site to ensure 
dignity and decorum consistent with VA national cemetery 
standards. Visitors to the site can also flag any questionable 
content for further review by administrators.

The National Cemetery Administration operates 155 national 
cemeteries and 34 soldiers’ lots and monument sites in 43 states 
and Puerto Rico. For Veterans not buried in a VA national 
cemetery, VA provides headstones, markers or medallions 
to commemorate their service. Information on VA burial 
benefits is available from local VA national cemetery offices, 
online at https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/ or by calling 
VA regional offices toll-free at 800-827-1000. To make burial 
arrangements at any open VA national cemetery at the time of  
need, call the National Cemetery Scheduling Office at 800-535-
1117.

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!
JWV 126JWV 126thth Annual  Annual 

National ConventionNational Convention
August 15-20, 2021August 15-20, 2021

Omni Royal Orleans HotelOmni Royal Orleans Hotel
621 St. Louis St., New Orleans, LA621 St. Louis St., New Orleans, LA

(504) 529-5333(504) 529-5333
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/new-orleans-royal-orleanshttps://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/new-orleans-royal-orleans

https://www.va.gov/remember
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/new-orleans-royal-orleans
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Join us on our 33rd Mission to Israel! Witness the wonderful achievements of this small Jewish country, America’s friend and 
ally.  We visit places other groups do not visit. Get updated briefings. Meet Israelis and their leaders. Enjoy fun and comradeship 
with fellow veterans. Feel at home! You do not have to be Jewish or a veteran to travel with us, so bring your family and friends!  

JWV’s 33rd Mission to Israel 
November 28 - December 7, 2021

Sunday, November 28:  Depart for an overnight, non-stop flight on ELAL from JFK or Newark. Dinner, inflight 
entertainment and breakfast on board.

Monday, November 29:  We arrive in Israel, at Ben Gurion airport, near Tel Aviv.  
Transfer to your beach-front Tel Aviv hotel. If time permits - on the way to the 
hotel – a panoramic city tour.  Check-in and rest. 
• We meet for dinner at the hotel.

Tuesday, November 30:  After enjoying a hearty Israeli breakfast, we visit the 
hidden underground bullet factory from the British mandate time.  Afterwards 
we are hosted by TZEVET (The JWV of Israel) for an Israeli Defense Force (IDF) 
briefing and lunch. Afternoon visit to Palmach Museum. Palmach was the pre-
1948 military force Israel built during the British mandate time. 
• Dinner and overnight in our Tel Aviv hotel.

Wednesday, December 1:  After breakfast we depart Tel Aviv 
towards Latroun - the armored corps memorial center. See 
Israeli-made Merkava tanks. We shall lay a wreath to honor those 
who fell on the defense of Israel. We reach Jerusalem and visit 
Ammunition Hill, site of the fiercest battle in Jerusalem during 
the Six Day War. 
• Check-in and dinner at our Jerusalem hotel.

Thursday, December  2: Today we enjoy a city tour of Jerusalem. 
We will visit Mount of Olives (the famous stunning view of 
Jerusalem), Shrine of the Book at Israel Museum – home to the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, Mt. Herzel National Memorial Center, and 
Bethlehem, a special place for Christian guests. 
• Dinner and overnight in our Jerusalem hotel.

Friday, December 3: Today we visit Yad Vashem holocaust museum. Enjoy 
Machne Yehuda market and get the special feeling of last minute food 
shopping for Shabbat. Afternoon visit to the Jewish Quarter, ending at the 
Kotel (Western Wall) where we conduct a unique Kabbalat Shabbat service.  

• Shabbat dinner and overnight in our 
Jerusalem hotel.

Saturday, December 4: – Today we 
leave Jerusalem and head towards the 
Dead Sea and Masada.   Enjoy floating 
on the Dead Sea – full of natural healing 
properties. The mud here is nature’s gift 
to your skin.   Visit Masada – the palace 
fortress King Herod built and where 
hundreds of Jews preferred a group suicide rather than falling into Roman hands.  

We head north through the Jordan Valley towards our Tiberias hotel.  (Shomer Shabbat will have a day of rest at the 
Jerusalem hotel and will be transferred after Shabbat). 
• Dinner and overnight in our Tiberias hotel.

This year in Jerusalem!

ITINERARY 
Sunday, November 28:  Depart for an overnight, non-stop flight on ELAL from JFK or Newark. Dinner,

 inflight entertainment, and breakfast on board. 
Monday, November 29:  We arrive in Israel, at Ben Gurion airport, near Tel Aviv.  Transfer to your 
beach-front Tel Aviv hotel. If time permits – on the way to the hotel – a panoramic city tour.  Check-in and 
rest. 

• We meet for dinner at the hotel. 
Tuesday, November 30:  After enjoying a hearty Israeli breakfast, we visit the hidden underground 
bullet factory from the British mandate time.  Afterwards we are hosted by TZEVET (The JWV of Israel) 
for an Israeli Defense Force (IDF) briefing and lunch. Afternoon visit to Palmach Museum. Palmach was 
the pre-1948 military force Israel built during the British mandate time. 

• Dinner and overnight in our Tel Aviv hotel. 
Wednesday, December 1:  After breakfast we depart Tel Aviv towards Latroun – the armored corps 
memorial center. See Israeli-made Merkava tanks. We shall lay a wreath to honor those who fell on the 
defense of Israel. We reach Jerusalem and visit Ammunition Hill, site of the fiercest battle in Jerusalem 
during the Six Day War. 

• Check-in and dinner at our Jerusalem hotel. 
Thursday, December 2: Today we enjoy a city tour of Jerusalem. We will visit Mount of Olives (the

 famous stunning view of Jerusalem), Shrine of the Book at 
Israel Museum – home to the Dead Sea Scrolls, Mt. Herzel National Memorial Center, 
and Bethlehem, a special place for Christian guests. 

• Dinner and overnight in our Jerusalem hotel. 
Friday, December 3: Today we visit Yad Vashem holocaust museum. Enjoy Machne Yehuda market 
and get the special feeling of last-minute food shopping for Shabbat. Afternoon visit to the Jewish 
Quarter, ending at the Kotel (Western Wall) where we conduct a unique Kabbalat Shabbat service. 

• Shabbat dinner and overnight in our Jerusalem hotel. 

Saturday, December 4: – Today we leave Jerusalem and head towards the Dead 

Sea and Masada.  Enjoy floating on the Dead Sea – full of natural healing 
properties. The mud here is nature’s gift to your skin.   Visit Masada – the palace fortress King Herod built 
and where hundreds of Jews preferred a group suicide rather than falling into Roman hands.  We head 
north through the Jordan Valley towards our Tiberias hotel.  (Shomer Shabbat will have a day of rest at 
the Jerusalem hotel and will be transferred after Shabbat). 

• Dinner and overnight in our Tiberias hotel. 
Sunday, December 5:  We start at Misgav Am overlooking Lebanon. Listen to a special briefing about 
this fragile northern border of Israel. Proceed to the Golan Heights. Visit the battle fields of the Yom 
Kippur War and the new city of Katzrin. Afternoon visit to Kfar Naum – the synagogue where Jesus 
preached. If time permits, we end the day at the Donna Gracia Museum – a unique story of a 16th 
century woman returning home from the Spanish – Portuguese inquisition. 

• Dinner and overnight in our Tiberias hotel. 

Monday, December 6: Visit Nazareth – hometown of Jesus.  Proceed to a tree 
planting site where each of us can plant a tree and get a certificate.  Drive to Haifa to see the Bahaii 
Gardens and arrive to your Herzeliya marina hotel for relaxation, rest, and dinner. 
Tuesday, December 7:  – Enjoy a delicious Israeli breakfast. Transfer to the airport for your flight back 
home. 
Evening arrival in JFK or Newark. 

Welcome home!  You have just returned from a lifetime experience! 
 

For registration information, 
click on the link below:

https://www.jwv.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/02/33rd-

Mission-to-Israel-2021.pdf

https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/33rd-Mission-to-Israel-2021.pdf
https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/33rd-Mission-to-Israel-2021.pdf
https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/33rd-Mission-to-Israel-2021.pdf
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JWV’s 33rd Annual Mission To Israel  
November 28 - December 7, 2021 Cost Qty Total

Basic Tour departing on EL AL from JFK-NY 
or Newark-NJ.  *  Airline seat upgrades will 

be subject to market rate.

$3889.00

Land Charge only (trip excluding air fare) $2995.00

Single Supplement $890.00

Travel Insurance -  Insurance purchased 
when paying first deposit avoids limitations 
due to pre-existing medical conditons. 
Travel insurance is non-refundable.                        

$174.00

Total 
Amount:

If you pay by check:
•  You may deduct $155.00 from the Basic Tour                                       
• You may deduct $120.00 from the Land only
                                                     

•  A $350.00 deposit is required at time of registration.
•    2nd payment of $500.00 is due May 28, 2021.
•   Full payment is due no later than August 28, 2021, to avoid a $75.00 late fee charge.
•   You can still sign up to travel with us after the final payment due date, but be 

advised that price is guaranteed until tickets are issued.  

       I have read the tour brochure and agree to its conditions. 

                         I am paying this amount today:___________________   

     I have enclosed a check

     Please charge my credit card for the amount of:_________________

            Visa           Mastercard            American Express          Discover

 Card #:_________________________________    Exp: _____/______                    

 Cardholder Signature:_______________________________________
 

 If you would like to upgrade your airplane seat, contact Mary Craddock 
at Aviatours:   mary@aviatours.net • (800) 950-0747 • (516) 867-2200

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Christy Turner at:
cturner@jwv.org  • (202) 265-6280

Please make check out to Jewish War Veterans

 Total Amount Due:___________________

Final payment must be made 
by August 28, 2021, to take 
advantage of deduction. Discount 
will be applied to final payment.

Name

Address

City              State              Zipcode 

Cell                                                  Home

E-mail: 

I prefer to share a room with:______________________________________________

Military rank if you were in the military: ____________________________________

Are you a member of JWV? ________    If so, what Post? __________

Are you an Allied veteran guest? __________  
If yes, what organization do you represent and what is your position?

_______________________________________________________________________

Is this your first trip to Israel? _________   First trip with JWV? ___________                                          

So that we are able to accommodate your needs, please let us know of physical 
conditions or disabilities which may require special assistance.

Passport No. _____________________________________________________   

Date of Birth: ______/______/_______ 

Date Issued: _____/______/______     Expiration Date: _____/______/______

Passports must be valid at least until 
June 8, 2022

  mm       dd         yyyy

  mm      dd        yyyy

  mm       dd        yyyy

Please send your completed registration 
form along with payment, signed  release, 

and color copy of your passport to:     

Jewish War Veterans of the USA
1811 R Street, NW
Washington, DC 20009
Attn: Christy Turner 

(exactly as it appears on your passport)

This year in Jerusalem!

Jewish War Veterans of the USA 
National Executive Committee (NEC) 

January 28-29, 2021

Membership Committee

JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH (JAHM)

Why JAHM? Understanding that recruiting for all JWV Posts is a
local activity. Every JWV Post should plan to be an active partner
participate in their local JAHM events. This is an ideal opportunity
for name recognition and recruiting potential new members.

(1) https://www.loc.gov/law/help/commemorative-observations/jewish-heritage.php/

Jewish American Heritage Month is a month to celebrate
the contributions Jewish Americans have made to America
since they first arrived in New Amsterdam in 1654. Jewish
American Heritage Month had its origins in 1980 when
Congress passed Pub. L. 96-237 which authorized and
requested the President to issue a proclamation
designating a week in April or May as Jewish Heritage
Week. The House Concurrent Resolution urging the
president to designate a month in the year as Jewish
American Heritage.(1) There is no one better than the
local JWV Members to show that “Jews Served.”

Jewish American Heritage Month begins May 1st.  Every member should contact Jewish 
Organizations in their area to see what is planned and how they can involve JWV.
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31 Mar 2021 | Military.com | By Steve Beynon
President Joe Biden on Wednesday unveiled a $2 trillion, eight-
year “American Jobs Plan” that contains an ambitious plan to 
invest billions of  dollars in a massive modernization effort for 
Department of  Veterans Affairs hospitals.
Biden’s plan calls for $18 billion to modernize VA hospitals across 
the country. The proposal noted the median age of  private sector 
hospitals is roughly 11 years, but the VA’s 170 medical centers are 
58 years old on average.
Revamping VA hospitals is part of  Biden’s larger objective of  
upgrading federal buildings and focusing on climate change by 
boosting sustainability and the overall resilience of  buildings. The 
plan notes that Biden aims to purchase low-carbon materials for 
construction and invest in clean power.
Biden’s $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan delegated $750 million 
for construction grants to boost the safety and quality state-run 
veterans’ homes.
The plan is likely to draw Republican backlash due to its sweeping 
size and scope, especially following the expenditure of  trillions on 
coronavirus relief. The administration said the plan would cost 1% 
of  GDP over eight years and would be funded with an increase 
to corporate taxes, not changes to tax rates for individuals. That, 
the White House said, would pay off  the proposal in 15 years.

Biden’s $2 Trillion Infrastructure 
Plan Includes Big Upgrades for 

Aging VA Hospitals

In this March 30, 2021, President Joe Biden speaks after 
signing the PPP Extension Act of  2021, in the Oval Office of  
the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)

27 Mar 2021 | The Associated Press
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran and China on Saturday signed a 25-
year strategic cooperation agreement addressing economic issues 
amid crippling U.S. sanctions on Iran, state TV reported.
The agreement dubbed the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, 
covers a variety of  economic activity from oil and mining to 
promoting industrial activity in Iran, as well as transportation and 
agricultural collaborations, according to the report.
No additional details of  the agreement were revealed as Iran’s 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif  and Chinese counterpart 
Wang Yi took part in a ceremony marking the event.
The deal marked the first time Iran has signed such a lengthy 
agreement with a major world power. In 2001, Iran and Russia 
singed a 10-year cooperation agreement, mainly in the nuclear field, 
that was lengthened to 20 years through two five-year extensions.
Before the ceremony Saturday, Yi met Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani and special Iranian envoy in charge of  the deal Ali Larijani.
Saeed Khatibzadeh, spokesman for Iran’s Foreign Ministry, on 
Friday called the agreement “deep, multi-layer and full-fledged.”
The deal, which had been discussed since 2016, also supports 
tourism and cultural exchanges. It comes on the 50th anniversary of  
the establishment of  diplomatic relations between China and Iran.
The two countries have had warm relations and both took part in 
a joint naval exercise in 2019 with Russia in the northern Indian 
Ocean.
Reportedly, Iran and China have done some $20 billion in trade 
annually in recent years. That’s down from nearly $52 billion in 
2014, however, because of  a decline in oil prices and U.S. sanctions 
imposed in 2018 after then-President Donald Trump pulled the U.S. 
unilaterally out of  a nuclear deal between Iran and world powers, 
saying it needed to be renegotiated.
Iran has pulled away from restrictions imposed under the deal under 
those sanctions in order to put pressure on the other signatories 
— Germany, France, Britain, Russia and China — to provide new 
economic incentives to offset U.S. sanctions.

Iran, China Sign Strategic Long-
Term Cooperation Agreement

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif, 
right, and his Chinese 
counterpart Wang Yi, 
pose for photos after 
the ceremony of  signing 
documents, in Tehran, Iran, 
Saturday, March 27, 2021. 
Iran and China on Saturday 
signed a 25-year strategic 
cooperation agreement 
addressing economic issues amid crippling U.S. sanctions on Iran, 
state TV reported. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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• Constrictive bronchiolitis or obliterative bronchiolitis
• Emphysema
• Granulomatous disease
• Interstitial lung disease
• Pleuritis
• Pulmonary fibrosis
• Sarcoidosis
• Rhinitis
• Sinusitis
Luria’s legislation directly competes with another bill 
reintroduced in the Senate by Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., 
and Marco Rubio, R-Fla. A House version of  that bill is set 
to be reintroduced by Reps. Raul Ruiz, D-Calif., and Brian 
Fitzpatrick, R-Pa. 
That bill also has the backing of  key veteran groups, including 
the American Legion and Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of  
America.
While Luria’s proposal covers more illnesses -- including 
rhinitis and sinusitis -- it could end up being a less costly bill in 
the long run, thus potentially easier to pass into law by cutting 
a key provision that could draw the ire of  advocates.  While 
Luria’s bill has a larger roster of  covered illnesses, it locks that 
list down and doesn’t allow new conditions to be covered later, 
which could be an issue due to the dynamic nature of  which 
new illnesses could be relevant from toxic exposure.
The Ruiz-Fitzpatrick-Gillibrand-Rubio bill uses the law 
providing health care to the victims of  the 9/11 attacks as a 
blueprint, due to the similarities of  first responders getting sick 
and dying from inhaling toxic debris. Both the 9/11 bill passed 
into law and the burn pit bill allow additional health ailments to 
be added later.
Another key difference between the bills is how a veteran 
would prove they were exposed. While Luria’s bill outlines 
countries a veteran would have several ways to prove they 
served in, the other proposal would require a veteran to submit 
documentation that they received a campaign medal associated 
with the Global War on Terror or the Gulf  War.

2 Competing Bills Now Aim to Secure Health 
Care for Veterans Sickened by Burn Pits

1 Apr 2021 | Military.com | By Steve Beynon
Rep. Elaine Luria, D-Va., unveiled an ambitious and potentially 
costly legislative effort Thursday to open up compensation and 
health care to a large swath of  veterans sick from exposure to 
burn pits, but some are concerned the bill doesn’t go far enough.
The Conceding Our Veterans’ Exposure Now and Necessitating 
Training Act aims to streamline the claims process at the 
Department of  Veterans Affairs by doing away with most of  
the burden of  proof  on veterans to show they got sick from 
breathing in burning garbage for up to a year at a time while 
deployed.
Most efforts to entitle burn pit victims to health care have been 
stuck in Congress in a struggle often referred to as the post-
9/11 generation’s Agent Orange, due to stalled legislation and 
the difficulty some veterans face navigating the VA bureaucracy 
seeking disability compensation.
“This legislation is going to secure benefits for thousands of  
veterans who have sacrificed for their country only to be denied 
what they deserve,” Luria, the chair of  the Disability Assistance 
and Memorial Affairs subpanel of  the House VA committee, 
said in a statement. “We cannot allow our veterans to face the 
same hardship as the veterans of  past battles, who were exposed 
to toxins but waited decades for the research to catch up.”
Luria’s bill would cover veterans who served after Aug. 1, 1990, 
in Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia or 
the United Arab Emirates.
It also covers veterans who served after the 9/11 attacks in 
Afghanistan, Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, 
Uzbekistan, the Philippines or “any other country determined 
relevant” by the VA secretary.
Veterans would need only to prove they served in the affected 
areas during the covered time period and be diagnosed with one 
of  the illnesses covered in the bill.
Illnesses covered in Luria’s bill include:
• Asthma that was diagnosed after a period of  service
• Head cancer of  any type
• Neck cancer of  any type
• Respiratory cancer of  any type
• Gastrointestinal cancer of  any type
• Reproductive cancer of  any type
• Lymphoma cancer of  any type
• Lymphatic cancer of  any type
• Kidney cancer
• Brain cancer
• Melanoma
• Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

Democratic U.S. Rep. Elaine 
Luria talks about returning to 
Washington for the people of  
Virginia’s 2nd District at a news 
conference in Virginia Beach on 
Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2020. (Stephen 
M. Katz/The Virginian-Pilot via 
AP)

See Burn Pits— continued on page 13
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the actress with the same surname as Gaynor who starred in 
the movie version of  “South Pacific,” which was popular at the 
time.
“He was like a brother to me,” Cornell said.
Eschewing computers and cellphones, Cornell has never 
tried to research Gaynor’s legacy. A website dedicated to the 
Thresher and its crew says Gaynor was survived by his widow 
and three children.
Cornell had four sons with his first wife, Sandra, who died in 
1994. They bought a house in North Stonington in 1964 and 
lived there for decades. After leaving the Navy, Cornell went 
to work for Pratt & Whitney and retired in 1992. In 1996, he 
married his wife JoAnn.
His binder contains copies of  newspaper articles about 
Thresher memorials, including one Cornell attended in 2013 
at Mitchell College in New London on the 50th anniversary of  
the Thresher’s sinking. Other clippings give accounts of  Navy 
burials at sea of  those with connections to the Thresher crew.
In April 2015, the cremated remains of  Irene Harvey, wife of  the 
ill-fated submarine’s commanding officer, Lt. Cmdr. John “Wes” 
Harvey, were laid to rest in the area where the Thresher was 
lost, as she had requested. In 2016, a similar honor was accorded 
Capt. Paul “Bud” Rogers, a native Pennsylvanian who up until 
the last minute was supposed to be on board the Thresher’s last 
cruise and whose will requested he be buried at sea.
Rogers felt survivor’s remorse much of  his life, his wife said at 
the time.
Cornell has written a speech he hopes to deliver at services 
marking the 60th anniversary of  the Thresher sinking in 2023. 
He figures such events are likely to take place in Kittery, Maine, 
and elsewhere.
“I am David T. Cornell and I am a submariner,” the speech 
begins.
It expresses Cornell’s wish that he “be cremated and ashes 
transported by a naval submarine, to be spread over the water 
where the Thresher was lost to join Robert Gaynor and all my 
fellow submariners ...”

Connecticut Submariner Haunted by Fateful 
Navy Orders Issued 58 years Ago

29 Mar 2021|The Day, New London, Conn. | By Brian Hallenbeck
MYSTIC — A spry 82-year-old, David Cornell has compiled 
abundant evidence of  a life fully lived: his life.
It’s all in a binder thick with certificates, patches, official 
correspondence and photographs, each page sheathed in 
protective plastic.
He’s written his obituary, too, along with a list of  who should be 
notified when he dies; some passages that should be spoken at 
his wake (and who should speak them); and instructions about 
how his ashes should be spread over a certain expanse of  the 
Atlantic Ocean.
Apparently, 58 years of  survivor’s guilt can make a person do 
such things.
Above all else, Cornell was — no, forever “is,” he’s quick to 
point out — a submariner. A machinist’s mate, he served on 
four submarines between 1956 and 1966, a “cold warrior” with 
many a tale to tell.
It’s the story about the boat he almost served on and the buddy 
who drew the assignment instead that haunts him.
“I’ve been thinking a lot about Bob Gaynor these days,” Cornell 
said last week during an interview in his Cow Hill Road home. 
“When Bob came on board the Seadragon, we clicked. He was 
a bit on the wild side, but what sailor isn’t?”
Both men, Boston-area natives, served on the USS Seadragon 
(SSN-584) from 1959 to 1961. Before the submarine left the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, on a historic 
1960 mission to the Pacific via the Northwest Passage, they got 
fresh orders.
“One of  us was going to the Thresher,” Cornell said, tearing up. 
“Well ... I’m here.”
Robert William Gaynor was among the 129 people — 112 Navy 
personnel and 17 civilians — who perished April 10, 1963, when 
the USS Thresher (SSN-593) sank during deep-diving exercises 
some 220 miles east of  Boston. Bits of  debris were recovered 
from the ocean floor, and photographs showed that the 
Thresher had broken up in 5,500 feet of  water. Only last year, 
the Navy, prompted by a lawsuit, began releasing records of  a 
Court of  Inquiry into the sinking, which concluded a welding 
failure had led to the flooding of  the Thresher’s engine room 
and the eventual shutdown of  the submarine’s nuclear reactor.
Cornell speculates that his being “nuclear qualified” kept him 
assigned to the Seadragon when Gaynor, part of  the “auxiliary 
gang,” was transferred to the Thresher.
At the time of  the tragedy, Cornell was serving on the USS Barb 
(SSN-596). He thought instantly of  Gaynor when he heard the news.
He recalled that Gaynor’s nickname was “Mitzi,” the name of  

The Thresher 
(SSN 593) is under 
way in the Atlantic 
on July 24, 1961, 
shortly before its 
commis s ion ing 
ceremony 10 days 
later. (US Navy 
photo courtesy of  
Naval History and Heritage Command)
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VA Health Care: When You're In, You're In
The Department of  Veterans Affairs (VA) operates the largest health care system in the country, with 
over 1,400 sites of  care nationwide. When you become enrolled in the VA health care system, it's for a 
lifetime. You are instantly and automatically entitled to receive care at any VA location without ever having 
to register for VA health care benefits again. Learn more at:  http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/
division_flsh.asp?dnum=1

After you enroll, you can immediately start receiving your health care at a VA facility, or at a later date 
- the choice is yours. Enrolling in the VA health care system is quick and easy - just complete an online 
Application for Health Benefits online at: https://www.1010ez.med.va.gov/sec/vha/1010ez/. Need 
help enrolling? Contact the VA toll free at 1-877-222-VETS (8387).

Burn Pits — continued from page 11

It is unclear whether there’s a greater burden of  proof  by 
showing documentation for medals or proving service in a 
specific country. However, medals veterans are entitled to aren’t 
always awarded or reflected in official records such as a DD-
214. But there could also be barriers to veterans trying to prove 
they served in a specific country, such as no longer having 
access to their orders.
For decades, the military used open-air burn pits to dispose of  
garbage, paint, plastics, jet fuel and human waste. Now, some 
veterans are getting sick and dying from what they believe are 
cancers and other illnesses caused by breathing in the toxic 
fumes.
It is unclear how many veterans are sick or have died from toxic 
exposure. From June 2007 to February this year, more than 
13,900 veterans filed for disability claims for issues they believed 
were related to burn pit exposure. Less than 4,000 claims were 
granted, according to Luria’s office. The VA has not responded 
to a request for additional data by Military.com
More than 230,000 veterans have registered for the VA’s burn 
pit data collection registry. The department estimates about 3.5 
million veterans have been exposed to burn pits, according to 
a 2015 report.
Efforts to provide medical care to military victims of  burn pits 
have long been plagued by delays in Congress and the VA. The 
VA maintains the science is not clear on diseases potentially 
caused by burn pit exposure. Advocates, however, have argued 
the department is stalling and repeating mistakes made with 
Vietnam veterans exposed to Agent Orange and World War II 
veterans exposed to radiation.

Help support the JWV with a 
USAA Visa Credit Card.

Go to JWV.org or USAA.com to apply.

2021 marks JWV’s 125th anniversary.  We are celebrating 
JWV every day this year with the #JWV125.  Follow us 
on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for fun facts about 
JWV history.
To celebrate this milestone, order the 125th Anniversary 
commemorative pin! The pins are $5 each and a minimum 
of  5 pins per order is required. Post Commanders please 
consolidate your requests and e-mail or call Ben Kane at 
National: bkane@jwv.org; 202-448-5410.

JWV Celebrates 125 Years

http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/division_flsh.asp?dnum=1 
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/division_flsh.asp?dnum=1 
https://www.1010ez.med.va.gov/sec/vha/1010ez/
http://JWV.org
http://USAA.com
mailto:bkane%40jwv.org?subject=JWV%20Pins
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25 Mar 2021 | The Associated Press | By Pan Pylas
LONDON — The rainbow flag flew proudly Thursday above 
the Bank of  England in the heart of  London’s financial district 
to commemorate World War II codebreaker Alan Turing, the 
new face of  Britain’s 50-pound note.
The design of  the bank note was unveiled before it is being 
formally issued to the public on June 23, Turing’s birthday. The 
50-pound note is the most valuable denomination in circulation 
but is little used during everyday transactions, especially during 
the coronavirus pandemic as digital payments increasingly 
replaced the use of  cash.
The new note, which is laden with high-level security features 
and is made of  longer-lasting 
polymer, completes the bank’s rejig 
of  its paper currencies over the past 
few years. Turing’s image joins that 
of  Winston Churchill on the five-
pound note, novelist Jane Austen 
on the 10-pound note and artist J. 
M. W. Turner on the 20-pound note.
Turing was selected as the new 
face of  the 50-pound note in 2019 
following a public nomination 
process that garnered around 
250,000 votes, partly recognition 
of  the discrimination that he faced 
as a gay man after the war.
Among his many accomplishments, 
Turing is most famous for the 
pivotal role he played in breaking 
Nazi Germany’s Enigma code during World War II. The code 
had been believed to be unbreakable as the cipher changed 
continuously. Historians say the cracking of  the code may have 
helped shorten the war by at least two years, potentially saving 
millions of  lives.
“There’s something of  the character of  a nation in its money, 
and we are right to consider and celebrate the people on our 
bank notes,” Bank of  England Gov. Andrew Bailey said.
“Turing is best known for his codebreaking work at Bletchley 
Park, which helped end the Second World War. However, 
in addition he was a leading mathematician, developmental 
biologist and a pioneer in the field of  computer science. He was 
also gay and was treated appallingly as a result.”
During World War II, Turing worked at the secret Bletchley 
Park code-breaking center, where he helped crack Enigma 
by creating the “Turing bombe,” a forerunner of  modern 
computers. He also developed the “Turing Test” to measure 
artificial intelligence.
After the war, he was prosecuted over his relationship with a 

WWII Codebreaker Turing Honored on UK’s New 
50-Pound Note

man in Manchester and given a choice between imprisonment 
and probation with the condition of  undergoing female hormone 
treatment, which at the time was used as a form of  chemical 
castration.
His conviction led to the removal of  his security clearance 
and meant he was no longer able to work for Government 
Communications Headquarters (GCHQ). He died at 41 in 1954 
after eating an apple laced with cyanide.
Turing received a posthumous apology from the British 
government in 2009 and a royal pardon in 2013. Four years later, 
the Turing law, which pardoned gay men with past convictions, 
was passed.

Actor and author Stephen Fry said 
the latest commemoration of  Turing 
marks another step in the nation’s 
long overdue recognition of  “this 
very great man,” whose “talents 
ranged far and wide.”
In a YouTube video posted by 
the bank, Fry laid out the levels 
of  discrimination and “barbaric 
punishments” that gay men faced in 
the years after World War II.
“Alan Turing was among the 
thousands of  men who were harried 
and harangued by the authorities,” 
he said. “Not just down to the 
hostile attitude to their sexuality 
alone, but also under the bigoted 
belief  that there was a link between 

homosexuality and communism.”
Over the past decade, Turing’s life has become known to a much 
wider audience, especially in the wake of  the 2014 film “The 
Imitation Game” that saw Benedict Cumberbatch play the role 
of  Turing.
As part of  the new note’s design — which includes a metallic 
hologram that changes between the words “Fifty’ and ”Pounds” 
when the note is tilted and an image of  a microchip — the bank 
collaborated with U.K. intelligence and security agency GCHQ 
to create The Turing Challenge, a set of  12 puzzles
GCHQ said the full challenge could take an experienced 
puzzler seven hours to complete and may have even left Turing 
“scratching his head, although we very much doubt it.”
Turing’s great-nephew James Turing, who runs the Turing Trust 
that refurbishes U.K. computers for use in African schools, told 
BBC radio that the puzzle is “a wonderful recognition, and a 
bit reminiscent of  the famous crossword that they used for 
recruiting at Bletchley Park back in the day.”

In this photo provided by the Bank of  England on Thursday, 
March 25, 2021, new 50-pound notes featuring scientist 
Alan Turing on the printing press. (Bank of  England via AP)
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25 Mar 2021 | The Canadian Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — In the desert northeast of  Las Vegas, 
residents living along the Nevada-Arizona border would gather 
on their front porches for bomb parties or ride horses into the 
fields to watch as the U.S. government conducted atomic tests 

during a Cold War-era race to build up the nation’s nuclear arsenal.

About 100 of  those tests were aboveground, and U.S. Rep. Greg 
Stanton of  Arizona testified during a congressional subcommittee 
hearing Wednesday that residents at the time marveled at the 
massive orange mushroom clouds billowing in the distance.

“They had no idea. They were never told that they were being 
exposed to dangerous cancer-causing radiation,” Stanton said. 
“As a direct result of  the radiation exposure from these tests, 
thousands of  Arizonans have suffered from cancer, entire families 
have suffered from cancer and far too many have died.”

He and others testified as part of  a renewed push for compensation 
from the U.S. government following uranium mining and nuclear 
testing carried out during the Cold War.

Lawmakers from several Western states, advocacy groups and 
residents have been urging Congress to expand a payout program 
for years, and advocates say the latest push takes on added weight 
because the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act is set to 
expire next year. Wednesday’s hearing was the first on the issue 
since 2018, advocates said.

In New Mexico, about 40,000 people lived within a 50-mile 
(80-kilometer) radius of  a military range where the world’s first 
atomic bomb was detonated as part of  World War II’s top-secret 
Manhattan Project, said Tina Cordova, co-founder of  the Tularosa 

People Downwind of Atomic Blasts Renew Push 
for US Payout

In this July 6, 1945, file photo, scientists and workmen 
rig the world’s first atomic bomb to raise it up onto a 100 
foot tower at the Trinity bomb test site near Alamagordo, 
N.M. (AP Photo)

Basin Downwinders Consortium.

The advocacy group has been trying for years to bring awareness 
to the lingering effects of  nuclear fallout surrounding the Trinity 
Site. She told the committee that the bomb, being the first, was 
inefficient and sent a fireball of  plutonium into the atmosphere.

“For days, radioactive ash fell from the sky and settled on 
everything — the soil, in the water, in the air, on the plants and 
on the skin of  every living thing. It was a public health disaster of  
grand proportions,” Cordova testified.

The rural residents who lived off  the land were never told about 
the test or warned about the potential dangers, she said.

Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez testified about the 
environmental and health effects of  decades of  uranium mining 
on tribal land. He said more than 30 million tons of  ore were 
extracted from Navajo lands to support U.S. nuclear activities, 
with many Navajos working in the mines without knowledge of  
the dangers.

He also pointed to a massive spill in 1979 that spewed radioactive 
tailings and wastewater onto tribal lands in the Church Rock area 
in western New Mexico.

A multibillion-dollar defence spending package approved last year 
included an apology to New Mexico, Nevada, Utah and other 
states affected by radiation from nuclear testing over the decades, 
but no action was taken on legislation that sought to change and 
broaden the compensation program.

U.S. Sen. Ben Ray Luján of  New Mexico, who sponsored the bill 
to expand the program when he was in the House, recalled how 
a Navajo woman previously asked lawmakers whether they were 
waiting for the people who were exposed to radiation to die so 
the problem would go away.

“It’s just not right,” Luján said, pointing to those on the Navajo 
Nation as well as people downwind in New Mexico, Idaho, 
Colorado, Montana, Nevada, Utah and Guam who are not eligible 
for payouts. “These people deserve justice.”

The compensation program covers workers who became sick 
as a result of  the radiation hazards of  their jobs and some of  
those who lived downwind of  the Nevada Test Site, where the 
federal government conducted several hundred nuclear explosive 
tests over four decades. Excluded are residents near the Trinity 
Site in New Mexico, others who were downwind in Nevada and 
Arizona, miners who worked in the industry after 1971, veterans 
who cleaned up radioactive waste in the Marshall Islands and 
others.

See Atomic Payout — continued on page 16
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The program has paid out nearly $2.5 billion on more than 37,000 
claims since 1990. If  Congress doesn’t  renew the program, no 
more claims can be filed after July 2022.

Congressional analysts and others could not answer the 
committee’s questions about the potential number of  new claims 
that could be filed if  eligibility were expanded.

U.S. Rep. Hank Johnson, a Democrat from Georgia, said payouts 
so far amounted to a pittance when compared to the half-billion 
dollars the country expects to spend on maintaining its nuclear 
arsenal over the next decade.

broke down after it turned out that the two did not wish to return 
to Syria.

Israel then offered the release of  the two shepherds, and at some 
point in negotiations, the possibility of  vaccines was raised.

The Israeli cabinet voted to agree to the terms of  the deal on 
Tuesday, the same day that the 23-year-old was flown to Moscow. 
Following further negotiations between Israeli and Russian 
officials, she was returned to Israel on Thursday.

In Moscow, officials had offered no confirmation of  such an 
arrangement by late Saturday, and Russian news media carried 
only reports citing Israeli publications.

But the Russian government has for months been deftly using its 
vaccine in diplomacy from Latin America to the Middle East. As 
recently as Thursday Mr. Putin’s special envoy to Syria, Alexander 
Lavrentiev, suggested that Russia would be supplying its Sputnik 
V vaccine to Syria in an interview with the Tass news agency.

Atomic Payout — continued from page 15

JWV National: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans 

State of Florida: 
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv

Post 373: 
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa

The Veterans 
Administration (VA) 

offers 
Veterans Community 

Care Program

Under the Veterans Community Care Program 
(replaces the Veterans Choice Program), Veterans can 
work with their VA health care provider or other VA 
staff  to see if  they are eligible to receive community 
care based on new criteria. Please go to the following 
website for further information:

https://missionact.va.gov

The Veterans Health ID Card 
for Military Base Access 

The Defense Department announced expanded Commissary, 
Military Service Exchange and MWR access as of  January 1, 
2020. Veterans who are eligible and want to take advantage of  
in-person benefits must have a Veterans Health Identification 
Card (VHID). Veterans must be enrolled in the VA health 
care system to receive a VHIC. To enroll, you can complete 
an application for enrollment in VA health care by telephone 
without the need for a signed paper application. Just call 1-877-
222-8387 Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 
Eastern. You can also apply for VA healthcare benefits online 
at www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll, or in person at your 
local VA medical facility. Once your enrollment is verified, you 
can have your picture taken at your local VA medical center, 
and VA will mail you a VHIC.

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/
veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-

military-exchange-and-mwr-access/-for-in-person-
commissary-military-exchange-andmwr-access/ 

https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa
https://missionact.va.gov
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Military.com | By Blake Stilwell
When Gary Rose was 19, he joined the Army, but it was the 
Army who chose Gary Rose for Special Forces training. He 
spent the better part of  two years training to be a medic, and he 
needed every minute of  that instruction.
Two years after walking into a recruiter’s office, he found himself  
in the middle of  a days-long battle during a secret war in Laos 
where many of  his fellow soldiers and allies were wounded. It 
was his job to save them.
Rose aided an estimated 60 or more men during those hard-
fought four days. He eventually was recognized with the Medal 
of  Honor for his dedication to saving lives.
“A medic is part of  the morale support system,” he told the 
Knights of  Columbus in a 2019 interview. “The bond you have 
with these men, it’s almost unbreakable. You have a sense that 
you’re part of  something greater than yourself.’’
After completing basic training and jump school, he began 
Special Forces training at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. That’s 
where he learned the ins and outs of  combat medicine while 
supporting some of  America’s best soldiers.

Rose was sent to the 
Military Assistance 
Command Vietnam 
- Studies and 
Observations Group 
(MACV-SOG) in 
1970. With the 5th 
Special Forces Group, 
his team’s job was to 
reconnoiter the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail and attack 
the flow of  troops and 
supplies coming into 
South Vietnam. It was 

dangerous work.
“We had the highest number of  missing in action of  any unit,” 
he said. “We lost a tremendous amount of  people.”

This Special Forces Medic Earned the Medal of 
Honor by Saving 60 Lives in Vietnam

More than 47 years after 
his heroic actions in Laos 
during the Vietnam War, 
Capt. Gary Michael Rose 
was recognized with the 
Medal of  Honor on Oct. 23, 
2017. (U.S. Army)

On Sept. 11, 1970, Rose’s unit joined native fighters called 
Montagnards for Operation Tailwind, 70 kilometers behind 
enemy lines in Laos. Their goal was to force the North 
Vietnamese Army to respond to them instead of  moving south 
to attack American airfields. The shooting started before they hit 
the ground.
“From the get-go, after we crossed a certain line, we started 
taking ground fire,” Rose later told the Army.
The mission ended up being a 96-hour moving gunfight while 
outnumbered 10 to 1. Rose’s unit was wracked by heavy small 
arms fire and rocket-propelled grenades. He was injured early 
on, but no one was spared.
“I was hit on two different days,” he said. “A hole in your foot 
and a hole in your arm was not considered a serious injury.”
Rose and his elite squad were attacked constantly over the span 
of  four days and had to operate on little sleep, with more and 
more wounded, day in and day out. But the plan was working 
so they pressed on. The wounds were piling up, and Rose was 
running out of  ways to treat them.
Throughout the fighting, it was up to Rose to go out into the 
open field, under enemy fire and tend to them. He brought them 
back to friendly areas, firing at an often-unseen enemy as he 
moved his buddies to safety.
“It never occurred to me to worry about the enemy,” Rose said. 
“It’s not my function; my function is the wounded. No matter 
what happens, you’re going to do whatever you can to bring 
them home.”
On the fourth day, the Green Berets were running low on 
ammunition and running out of  food. They needed to get out as 
soon as possible, but the heavy fire on the ground was keeping 
their extraction away from the area.
“They tried for three days to get us out,” Rose said. “We were 
up against a large number of  people, and we were down to not 
much ammunition left.”
When they cleared a landing zone on day four, the first helicopter 
left with the worst wounded. A second helicopter took more. 
Rose estimated 35 were left on the ground.
Eventually, the helicopters got most of  the Americans out. The 
third helicopter that came in had a much harder time getting there 
than the others, taking what Rose described as “a pounding.”
By the time the third gunship came in, it had lost an engine, there 
were fuel lines broken and the hydraulic systems were failing. But 
the enemy rounds kept coming.

See Medic— continued on page 18

Pvt. 1st Class Gary M. Rose at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, in September 1967. 
(Gary M. Rose)
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“I heard somebody say, ‘Oh, we’re gonna crash,’ and the next 
thing I knew was, I’m on the ground,” he said.
He and a Marine were thrown out of  the helicopter on a 
controlled roll. They hit the ground before the helicopter 
did. The two watched as the helicopter they had been on just 
moments before crashed.
“The helicopter was smoking and on fire by then, so I got back 
inside the helicopter and started moving people out,” Rose 
recalled.
Equipment and other supplies had spilled on top of  the 
wounded in the helicopter, so Rose started tossing those items 
out, too. He removed the crew and the wounded passengers 
and did what he could for them until another helicopter arrived.
The next thing he can remember is being back on the launchpad 
in Dak To, South Vietnam. All 16 Americans that left for the 
mission were wounded, but all survived the operation. Only 
three Montagnards were killed. Rose refused to be treated for 
his wounds until the rest of  the men were first.
“Statistically speaking, the people who have analyzed this said 
that none of  us should have made it out of  there,” he said.
Operation Tailwind tied up an estimated 40,000-50,000 
Communist troops. They also overran a North Vietnamese 
Logistical Headquarters hub and gathered trunks filled with 
intelligence about its operations. The operation itself  was 
classified until 1998.
“There are 58,000 names on the [Vietnam Veterans Memorial] 
wall, and I don’t know if  without our unit doing what we did, 
would that wall have 100,000 names on it?” said Rose, 73.
In the immediate aftermath of  the operation, Rose was 
recommended for the Medal of  Honor but received the 
Distinguished Service Cross instead. In 2017, the award was 
upgraded to the Medal of  Honor, and Capt. Gary Rose accepted 
it in person from President Trump.
“In that operation, it wasn’t just the Army. It’s a collective medal 
from my perspective,” he said. “All the courage, honor and 
dedication to duty those men served went for 30 years without 
even being acknowledged, let alone recognized. … This medal 
points to the fact that you can say, ‘Faithful servant, well done.’”

Medic — continued from page 17Gulf War Registry Health Exam 
for Veterans

VA’s Gulf  War Registry Health Exam alerts Veterans to possible long-
term health problems that may be related to environmental exposures 
during their military service. The registry data helps VA understand and 
respond to these health problems more effectively.

Contact your local VA Environmental Health coordinator about getting 
a Gulf  War registry health exam: 

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/coordinators.asp 

About the Gulf War Registry health exam
This comprehensive health exam includes an exposure and medical 
history, laboratory tests, and a physical exam. A VA health professional 
will discuss the results face-to-face with the Veteran and in a follow-up 

letter.

Important points about registry 
health exams
• Free to eligible Veterans and no co-payment

• Not a disability compensation exam or 
required for other VA benefits

• Enrollment in VA’s health care system not 
necessary

• Based on Veterans’ recollection of  service, not on their military 
records

• Veterans can receive additional registry exams if  new problems 
develop

• Veterans’ family members are not eligible for registry exams

Eligibility for Gulf War Registry health exam
Veterans who served in the Gulf  during Operation Desert Shield, 
Operation Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, or Operation New 
Dawn are eligible for the Gulf  War Registry exam.

You do not need to be enrolled in VA health care to take part.

Burn Pit Registry
Veterans who are eligible for the Gulf  War Registry may also join 
the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry, which includes 
additional data related to airborne hazards.

Check your eligibility and sign up through an online questionnaire:

https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/
home

Interested in disability compensation?
The registry evaluation is separate from VA’s disability compensation 
process.

Veterans who want to be considered for disability compensation for 
health problems related to Gulf  War service must file a claim for 
disability compensation:  https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/
homepage

During the claims process, VA will set up a separate exam for 
compensation if  necessary.

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/coordinators.asp  
https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/home 
https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/home 
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26 Mar 2021 | The Associated Press | By Kathy Gannon
KABUL, Afghanistan — Sticky bombs slapped onto cars 
trapped in Kabul’s chaotic traffic are the newest weapons 
terrorizing Afghans in the increasingly lawless nation, as 
Washington searches for a responsible exit after decades of  war.
The primitive devices, sometimes made in mechanics’ workshops 
for little money, are used by militants, criminals or those trying 
to settle personal scores. Over the past year, one or more cars 
have been exploding in Kabul almost 
every day and residents are terrified.
The administration of  President Joe 
Biden has alternated between coaxing 
and sharp words — even offering a 
ready-made peace proposal — to 
hurry the Taliban and the Afghan 
government toward an end to the 
conflict. In the Afghan capital last 
weekend, U.S. Secretary of  Defense 
Lloyd Austin said America wanted a 
“responsible end” to Afghanistan’s 
relentless war. But in the meantime 
violence is escalating and taking the 
occasional new twist, such as the 
sticky bombs.
Kabul, a city traumatized by war, 
has been the scene of  many suicide 
bombings and shooting attacks. But 
the heavy use of  sticky bombs is relatively new, said former 
interior minister Masoud Andarabi. “What is new is that they 
(attackers) have created a simple model,” he said, noting that 
sticky bombs are easy to make for about $25 and easy to carry.
Some victims are targeted, while others appear to have been 
chosen at random, with the aim of  terrorizing an entire 
population, Andarabi said. One motive appears to be to 
undermine faith in peace efforts among ordinary Afghans, with 
the Taliban and the government blaming each other for the 
chaos.
The campaign has had an impact, leaving motorists navigating 
Kabul’s chaotic traffic wondering if  the nearby car might 
explode, or whether a beggar weaving through the traffic might 
be carrying a sticky bomb.

Typically, sticky bombs consist of  explosives packed in a small 
box, a magnet attached to the box and a mobile phone. The 
bomb-maker programs a number into the phone number and 
dials it, with the last digit setting off  the blast once he is clear 
of  the targeted car.
Tactics vary, say security forces. Occasionally, a small child 
begging for money will be used to distract the driver, while the 
bomber sticks the small box under the wheel well. A new ruse is 

to drop the sticky bomb from inside 
a hole cut near the gearshift of  the 
attacker’s vehicle as the target vehicle 
approaches from behind. When the 
target is over the small bomb it is 
detonated.
There is no shortage of  recruits 
from the city’s poor, who make up 
roughly two-thirds of  Afghanistan’s 
35 million people. According to the 
World Bank, 72% of  Afghanistan’s 
35 million people live on roughly 
$1.90 a day and unemployment is 
around 30%.
In January, a mechanic was arrested 
in Kabul’s destitute Shah Shaheed 
area, where ramshackle shops line 
up tightly against each other. Abdul 
Sami, 30, was accused of  putting 
sticky bombs inside newly repaired 

vehicles.
Sami’s shop was one of  more than a dozen workshops and 
spare parts shops on a rutted road in Shah Shaheed. It’s now 
shuttered and the tattered sign that once welcomed customers 
has been removed.
In 2015 the neighborhood was blown apart by a powerful truck 
bomb that killed 15 people and injured nearly 150. Ruins from 
that day still litter the local landscape.

Sticky Bombs Latest Weapon in Afghanistan’s 
Arsenal of War

Security personnel inspect the site of  a sticky bomb 
attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, March 15, 2021. Sticky 
bombs slapped onto cars trapped in Kabul’s chaotic 
traffic are the newest weapons terrorizing Afghans in the 
increasingly lawless nation. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul)
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23 Mar 2021 | Military.com | By Stephen Losey
The United States spent more than $34 billion to maintain 
military presences in Japan and South Korea between 2016 and 
2019, the Government Accountability Office said in a report 
released March 17.
The two allies combined provided more than $18 billion in 
financial support for the U.S. military presence there over that 
four-year period, GAO said in the report, “Burden Sharing: 
Benefits and Costs Associated with 
the U.S. Military Presence in Japan 
and South Korea.”
During his presidency, former 
President Trump frequently 
castigated allies such as NATO 
nations, South Korea and Japan 
for not paying their “fair share” of  
the cost to maintain an American 
military presence abroad. In 2019, for 
example, the Trump administration 
asked Tokyo to roughly quadruple 
the amount it contributed to the 
costs of  maintaining U.S. troops in 
Japan.
The report on U.S. spending to keep 
troops in the two countries was 
required by Congress in the fiscal 
2020 defense budget bill. In all, more 
than 80,000 U.S. troops are deployed to Japan and South Korea. 
In Japan alone, the U.S. maintains more than 55,000 deployed 
troops -- the largest forward-deployed U.S. force anywhere in 
the world.
U.S. forces have been in Japan since the end of  World War II, 
first as an occupying force and then as an ally, and in South 
Korea since the Korean War erupted seven decades ago.
“We found that U.S. forces help strengthen alliances, promote 
a free and open Indo-Pacific region, provide quick response to 
emergencies and are essential for U.S. national security,” GAO 
staff  wrote in the report.
In all, the U.S. obligated $20.9 billion in funds to maintain its 
military presence in Japan over those four years, GAO said. The 

Air Force spent the most of  the four services during that time, 
$7 billion, to support its forces in Japan, slightly more than the 
U.S. Marine Corps’ $6.8 billion.
In South Korea, the U.S. military obligated $13.4 billion between 
2016 and 2019. The Army provided the lion’s share of  military 
spending there, accounting for $9.2 billion in obligations largely 
at Camp Humphreys, with the Air Force’s $3.9 billion to support 
Osan and Kunsan air bases coming in second.

The U.S. price tags incurred in both 
nations stayed relatively steady all 
four years, with slight increases in 
2018, GAO said.
Japan and South Korea each 
provided lesser amounts in direct 
financial support, which included 
cash payments from the nations’ 
governments and direct financial 
support for labor, utilities and 
relocating live-fire training away 
from populated locations, GAO 
said. Japan provided $12.6 billion in 
support and South Korea provided 
$5.8 billion, GAO said.
Japan’s annual contributions 
increased from nearly $2.8 billion in 
2016 to almost $3.5 billion in 2018, 
before dropping to almost $3.2 

billion in 2019, GAO said. And South Korea’s contributions 
fluctuated from $1.2 billion in 2016 to $1.7 billion the next year, 
before dropping to $1.3 billion in 2018 and then hitting $1.5 
billion in 2019.
The two allies also have provided indirect financial support to 
the U.S. that is harder to quantify, GAO said. That includes 
foregone rents and revenues on land used by the U.S. military 
that the host nations otherwise could lease and develop, as well 
as waived taxes and fees on U.S. forces stationed there.

Here’s What It Costs to Keep US Troops 
in Japan and South Korea

A U.S. Navy pilot assigned to the Electronic Attack 
Squadron (VAQ) 138, performs final inspections on 
an EA-18G Growler before takeoff  at Osan Air Base, 
Republic of  Korea, Oct. 22, 2018. (U.S. Air Force/Staff  
Sgt. Benjamin Rauhgton)



21

Orville Wright was on board for the world’s first powered, 
controlled flight on Dec. 17, 1903, at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. 
The brothers took turns, making four flights that day.

A fragment of  Wright Flyer wood and fabric flew to the moon with 
Apollo 11’s Neil Armstrong in 1969. A swatch also accompanied 
John Glenn into orbit aboard space shuttle Discovery in 1998. 

Both astronauts were from Ohio.

NASA’s 4-pound (1.8-kilogram) 
helicopter will attempt to rise 10 feet 
(3 meters) into the extremely thin 
Martian air on its first hop. Up to 
five increasingly higher and longer 
flights are planned over the course of  
a month.

The material is taped to a cable 
beneath the helicopter’s solar panel, 
which is perched on top like a 
graduate’s mortarboard.

For now, Ingenuity remains attached 
to the rover’s belly. A protective shield 
dropped away over the weekend, 
exposing the spindly, long-legged 
chopper.

The helicopter airfield is right next to the rover’s landing site in 
Jezero Crater. The rover will observe the test flights from a distant 
perch, before driving away to pursue its own mission: hunting for 
signs of  ancient Martian life. Rock samples will be set aside for 
eventual return to Earth.

24 Mar 2021 | The Associated Press | By Marcia Dunn

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — A piece of  the Wright brothers’ 
first airplane is on Mars.

NASA’s experimental Martian helicopter holds a small swatch 
of  fabric from the 1903 Wright Flyer, the space agency revealed 
Tuesday. The helicopter, named Ingenuity, hitched a ride to the 
red planet with the Perseverance 
rover, arriving last month.

Ingenuity will attempt the first 
powered, controlled flight on another 
planet no sooner than April 8. It will 
mark a “Wright brothers’ moment,” 
noted Bobby Braun, director for 
planetary science at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory.

The Carillon Historical Park 
in Dayton, Ohio, the Wrights’ 
hometown, donated the postage-
size piece of  muslin from the plane’s 
bottom left wing, at NASA’s request.

The swatch made the 300-million-
mile journey to Mars with the 
blessing of  the Wright brothers’ 
great-grandniece and great-grandnephew, said park curator Steve 
Lucht.

“Wilbur and Orville Wright would be pleased to know that a little 
piece of  their 1903 Wright Flyer I, the machine that launched 
the Space Age by barely one quarter of  a mile, is going to soar 
into history again on Mars!” Amanda Wright Lane and Stephen 
Wright said in a statement provided by the park.

Part of Wright Brothers’ 1st Airplane on 
NASA’s Mars Chopper

This illustration made available by NASA depicts the 
Ingenuity helicopter on Mars which was attached to the 
bottom of  the Perseverance rover, background left. It will 
be the first aircraft to attempt controlled flight on another 
planet. (NASA/JPL-Caltech via AP)

Safe Travels —What to know about Medicare when 
traveling abroad:

In general, Medicare will not pay for health care services or supplies if  you travel 
outside the United States.  Please go to the following website to see Medicare 
Traveling Rules:

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?
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Many of  these decisions are predicated on the performance of  
the MQ-25 Stingray, the Navy’s new 
unmanned refueling aircraft, the admiral 
said.

Service leaders announced in November 
that they want to base a squadron of  20 
MQ-25A tanker drones, which they expect 
to revolutionize carrier air wings, at Naval 
Base Ventura County in Point Mugu, 
California. The Navy is studying how 
the drone -- capable of  refueling aircraft 
in flight, and conducting intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance operations 
-- amplifies carrier air wing operations.

“Just think about the complexity of  the 
rules of  the road for a surface vessel,” 
Harris said. He added that humans may be 
the ones who have to err on the side of  

caution -- not necessarily the drones.

“It may be the manned aircraft interpreting what the unmanned 
aircraft is doing, incorrectly,” he said. “We just have to get down 
to the rehearsal piece of  operating in and around all those other 
aircraft.”

The Navy revealed last year that it has established its own NGAD 
program office in an effort to speed up the fielding of  a new 
fighter prior to the 2030s, according to USNI News.

The service is conducting separate studies for the F/A-XX 
follow-on and EA-18G Growler replacement aircraft, Harris said 
Tuesday.

In September, the Air Force revealed it had quietly built and flown 
a brand-new prototype that could become a future advanced 
fighter jet -- or something more, as part of  its own “family of  
systems” initiative.

The NGAD program is being developed alongside the service’s 
future fighter road map.

In the ongoing “TacAir study,” Air Force officials are trying to 
determine the right mix of  aircraft for the future inventory and 
assessing how future fighter concepts will fit into the current mix 
of  fourth- and fifth-generation fighters.

Future Navy Carriers Could Have More 
Drones Than Manned Aircraft, Admiral Says

30 Mar 2021| Military.com | By Oriana Pawlyk

Nearly two-thirds of  the aircraft flying off  U.S. Navy carriers 
could be unmanned someday, including 
the possibility of  drone fighter jets, a top 
aviation leader said this week.

Like the Air Force, the Navy will take a 
“family of  systems” approach to its next-
generation air dominance, or NGAD, 
program, which will use aircraft, sensors 
and other equipment that complement 
one another and work together to stave 
off  threats, Rear Adm. Gregory Harris, 
the chief  of  naval operations’ air warfare 
directorate, said during a Navy League 
event Tuesday.

“We expect that that family of  systems 
will be a combination of  manned and 
unmanned right now, notionally looking 
at and driving toward an air wing that has a 40-60 unmanned/
manned split. And over time ... shift that to a 60-40 unmanned/
manned split,” Harris said.

The effort will “try to drive an air wing that is at least 50% or 
more unmanned over time,” he added.

The approach will center on the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet’s 
follow-on aircraft, which the Navy is studying now, Harris said. 
The service is weighing whether the fighter, known as F/A-
XX for the time being, will be manned, unmanned or partially 
autonomous, he explained.

“We truly see NGAD as more than just a single aircraft,” he said, 
echoing the Air Force’s plan.

Air Force officials have said NGAD defies traditional 
categorization as a single aircraft platform or technology. Instead, 
it’s made up of  a network of  advanced fighter aircraft, sensors 
and weapons, and could also include fighters and autonomous 
drones fighting side-by-side.

Harris said the Navy is whimsically referring to its drone pairing 
concept as a “little buddy,” which would act as an air-to-air 
sidekick and potentially an electronic warfare platform.

“Could it be an adjunct advanced early warning platform? We’ll 
have to replace the [E-2D Hawkeye] at some point in the future,” 
he said, referring to the carrier-capable airborne early warning 
aircraft.

U.S. Navy Sailors assigned to the aircraft 
carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71) 
hold safety lines to steady a training drone as 
it is raised on to the ship’s flight deck Aug. 20, 
2020. (U.S. Navy/Airman D.J. Schwartz)
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Army’s Pilotless Black Hawk Highlights 
Emerging Technology in Demo Flight

31 Mar 2021| Military.com | By Matthew Cox

Sikorsky pilots working with Army scientists have demonstrated 
optionally piloted flight technology on an S-70 Black Hawk, 
highlighting a future in which the service’s next-generation 
helicopters may fly autonomously in combat.

A contender in the Army Future Vertical Lift, or FVL, program, 
Sikorsky demonstrated the supervised autonomy capabilities 
of  the Black Hawk -- which was equipped with the company’s 
Matrix autonomous flight software and hardware -- under the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency’s Aircrew Labor 
In-cockpit Automation System, or ALIAS, effort.

Sikorsky’s test pilot used a special control tablet to oversee the 
demo as the aircraft conducted an autonomous takeoff, avoided 
two simulated obstacles and landed by itself, according to a 
March 29 Sikorsky news release.

“Through the ALIAS program and our unique combination of  
autonomy software and hardware, we are bringing our customers 
one step closer to safer and smarter flight,” Igor Cherepinsky, 
director of  Sikorsky Innovations, said in the release. “Our end 
goal is to transition this technology to help address emerging 
mission requirements, including those outlined in the U.S. Army’s 
Future Vertical Lift (FVL) program.”

Sikorsky, part of  Lockheed Martin Corp., developed its Raider X 
prototype helicopter for the Army’s Future Attack Reconnaissance 
Aircraft, or FARA, effort, to replace the AH-64 Apache. And a 
team from Sikorsky-Boeing developed the Defiant X to compete 
in the service’s Future Long-Range Assault Aircraft, or FLRAA, 
effort, which is designed to replace the UH-60 Black Hawk.

The autonomous flight technology demonstration is part of  an 
effort to reduce the workload on Army aviators flying extremely 
complex missions on the future battlefield, according to Jay 
Macklin, business development director for Sikorsky Future 
Vertical Lift.

“We designed Raider X and Defiant X to compete in highly 
complex ... environments; our advancements in automation and 
autonomy will enable aircrews to focus on the mission, not just 
flying the aircraft,” Macklin said in the release. “Our approach 
reduces pilot and crew workload by offloading certain mission 
tasks, enabling better situational awareness of  the overall mission 
while providing extended operational capability and increased 
safety.”

Sikorsky plans to further develop its Matrix autonomous flight 
technology under Phase III of  the DARPA ALIAS program 
through 2022, according to the release.

Flight demo of  a Sikorsky’s S-70 Black Hawk helicopter equipped 
with Matrix autonomous flight software and hardware under the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency’s Aircrew Labor 
In-cockpit Automation System, or ALIAS, effort. (Photo courtesy 
of  Sikorsky)

Veterans’ Day Watch Parties
On November 11, 2021, the JWV will have the honor of  
being the lead organization for the Veterans’ Day Ceremonies 
at Arlington National Cemetery.  A small number of  JWV 
members will have the ability to attend in person, but most 
members will not be able to.

Therefore, the JWV would like Posts to form “watch parties” 
so members can gather together or via Zoom to watch the 
Veterans’ Day Program in Washington.

Department Commanders are asked to work with their 
respective Post Commanders to organize these watch parties 
and have the Post Commanders report back their progress in 
planning and executing these watch parties.

Guidance will be made available to Department Commanders 
at their next committee meeting.

The effort has the potential to transform how aviators and 
aircrews manage sophisticated helicopters and maintain 
situational awareness in limited visibility conditions, according 
to the release.

“Our approach to autonomy is both full-spectrum and human-
centric,” Sikorsky’s chief  pilot, Mark Ward, said in the release. 
“As this demonstration showed, aerial vehicles equipped with 
MATRIX technology will be capable of  operating autonomously 
from takeoff  to landing, something we are capable of  doing 
routinely now.”
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31 Mar 2021 | Military.com | By Matthew Cox

The U.S. Army just awarded 
a $50 million contract 
to Barrett Firearms 
Manufacturing Inc. to arm 
snipers with the multi-
caliber sniper rifle preferred 
by special operations forces.

The five-year contract will 
buy 2,800 MK22 Multi-role 
Adaptive Design, or MRAD, 
sniper rifles that can be 
chambered for .338 Norma 
Magnum, .300 Norma 
Magnum and 7.62x51 
NATO ammunition. 

The award comes two 
years after U.S. Special 
Operations Command 
awarded a contract to the 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee-
based firm 
for the new 
M R A D 
s n i p e r 
system.

The new 
rifle will 
r e p l a c e 
the M107 
sniper rifle, 
also made 
by Barrett, 
and the 
M 2 0 1 0 
Enhanced Sniper Rifle systems, Program Executive Officer 
Soldier spokesman Alton Stewart said in March 2020.

The MRAD will allow Army snipers to shoot out to 1,500 
meters with the barrel chambered for .338 Norma Magnum. 
That’s 300 meters farther than the M2010 Enhanced Sniper 
Rifle, chambered for .300 Winchester Magnum.

The MK22 is part of  the Army’s Precision Sniper Rifle program, 
which also includes the Leupold & Stevens Mark 5 HD scope 
and a sniper accessory kit, according to the release.

The Marine Corps also has chosen the MRAD for its Advanced 
Sniper Rifle program. The MRAD is set to replace the Marines’ 

current Mk13 Mod 7 sniper 
rifle, chambered for .300 
Winchester Magnum, and 
other bolt-action sniper 
rifles in the sea service.

The MRAD features a 
quick-change barrel system 
that allows snipers to 
switch to a different caliber 
in the field with a single 
tool, according to Barrett’s 
website.

When equipped with the 
20-inch 7.62x51mm, the 
MK22 is 42.4 inches long 
and weighs 13.9 pounds. 
The .300 Norma Magnum 
configuration has a 26-inch 
barrel, measures 48.4 inches 

o v e r a l l 
a n d 
w e i g h s 
1 5 . 2 
p o u n d s . 
In .338 
N o r m a 
Magnum, 
t h e 
M R A D 
has a 
2 7 - i n c h 
b a r r e l , 
measures 
4 9 . 4 

inches in length and also weighs 15.2 pounds, according to the 
site.

The MRAD also has a 10-round magazine and a folding stock 
with an adjustable cheek piece. The upper receiver is machined 
from 7000-series aluminum. The MRAD bolt rides in a unique 
enclosed polymer guide, which provides smooth, reliable 
operation in harsh conditions, Barrett’s website states.

Army Awards $50 Million Contract for New 
Special Operations Sniper Rifle

Paratroopers engage targets with bolt-action M2010 enhanced sniper rifles 
as part of  Exercise Eagle Sokol 21 at Pocek Range in Postonja, Slovenia, 
Mar. 11, 2021. (U.S. Army/Paolo Bovo)

Shown is a photo of  the new MK22 Multi-role Adaptive Design, or MRAD, sniper rifle. 
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taking action when necessary and maintaining their razor-sharp 
edge of  readiness,” Lt. Gen. Gary Brito, deputy chief  of  staff  
for Army Personnel, told reporters in a January round table 
announcing the initial slate of  grooming changes.

But soldiers and other service members hoping to see a 
change to permit men to sport beards likely will continue to be 
disappointed.

Grinston was curt in response to a Twitter commenter who 
asked if  grooming “changes and improvements” for men were 
on the way.

“Considering the reg was originally written for men, I’m not 
sure what changes you think we need,” he said. “Also, asking 
on social media isn’t going to get it done. Send the form up to 
G1[personnel] and we’ll discuss it there.”

Army to Allow Long Ponytails in All Uniforms, 
Top Enlisted Leader Says

25 Mar 2021 Military.com | By Hope Hodge Seck

Another big change is coming to Army grooming standards, 
the service’s top enlisted leader revealed Thursday night.

Sgt. Maj. of  the Army Michael Grinston disrupted a discussion 
of  rumored changes on Twitter by announcing that, yes, the 
Army would permit long ponytails for women, regardless of  
uniform in an upcoming change.

“How about I save you the trouble? The long ponytail was 
originally voted against,” Grinston wrote. “But after hearing 
from our Soldiers, the panel asked if  they could reconsider 
their decision. Working out the details, but 1-2 ponytails in all 
uniforms, down to the shoulder blade.”

Grinston did not say when that change would be made official, 
and added that the precise rule was still being determined.

“Likely something along the lines of  ‘Will not extend past the 
shoulder blades when standing at the position of  attention,’” he 
wrote in a following tweet.

The news comes on the heels of  a January Army grooming 
standards overhaul that permitted women for the first time to 
buzz their heads and wear long ponytails during physical fitness 
training and with the Army Combat Uniform, or ACU. Long 
ponytails remained off-limits in the Army service and dress 
uniforms, though.

That change is part of  a military-wide trend to reevaluate 
policies, particularly those governing grooming standards and 
hairstyles, that might disadvantage women and service members 
of  color.

The Air Force moved in January to permit long ponytails and 
braids that extend to the bottom of  the shoulder blades in all 
uniforms. The service also updated policy to allow bangs.

“This is one way we are working to improve the lives of  our 
soldiers ... by putting people first, understanding their concerns, 

U.S. Army service member lets a group of  Afghan girls play with 
her ponytail during a mission led by U.S. soldiers. (U.S. Army/Sgt. 
Canaan Radcliffe)

NEXT POST MEETING (VIRTUAL):
SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021 at 1000


