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COMMANDER’S     COMMANDER’S     
                      CORNERCORNER

Our next meeting will be on June 21st, which is also, as in most years, 
Father’s Day.  This year, as in the last several months, it will be virtual.  
It is also our last meeting until September.  Hopefully by then we will 
be able to be back to having in-person meetings.
I want to thank those who participated in our Department of  Florida 
Convention on Sunday June 7th.  We had the National Commander 
join us, and we also had a recorded message from Congressman 
Gus Bilirakis, the senior member of  the House Veterans Affairs 
Committee.  If  you missed it, you can view it at: https://drive.google.
com/file/d/16-xg-3_hmkCG_uUKLl81zZ0pB660Cxal/view.
As you know, due to the restriction still in place during the Memorial 
Day Weekend, the stores did not allow us to solicit.  We did a virtual 
donation and while it was not as good as the usual collections, we 
brought in $668, which is much better than nothing.  Thank you notes 
were sent to all donors.
The JWV National Convention scheduled for August will be held 
virtually Sunday August 23rd through Thursday August 27th.  The 
details are still being worked out, but a schedule will be in The Jewish 
Veteran, which will be out in a few weeks.  Details will also be on 
the National website, JWV.Org, very soon.  There will be a nominal 
registration fee of  $18.  To be able to speak or vote, you will have to 
register and pay the fee.  This can be done online once it is loaded.  
The sessions are not all day — you can “tune in” for those that you 
are interested in.
We are all aware of  the situation that is affecting this country since 
the incident in Minneapolis.  I believe we all condemn the actions of  
the few rotten apples responsible and have sympathy for the victim 
and his family. One thing we refrain from in JWV is politics, and I 
adhere to that principal.  I am going to take the liberty to make some 
comments which are not political, but some may find disagreeable.
The Black Lives Matter group has been around for some time now, 
and they have been highly active since the Minneapolis incident.  
While I agree with them in principle, they must realize that all lives 
matter — and that is not a racist statement but a statement of  reality, 
rooted in all religious teachings.  We have been told that too many 
black Americans are victimized by the police.  I acknowledge that 
there are some bad actors in the police forces around this country.  
There are 800,000 law enforcement members, and over 99% are 
good cops who risk their lives daily for all people — and I mean all.  
Yes, there are people who have been pulled over for no reason other 
than “driving while black.” And this action should be condemned.  
Police who violate the law should be investigated and disciplined or 
criminally charged if  appropriate.  Again, they are an exceedingly 
small number compared to the 800,000 mostly good, decent, and 
God-fearing members.
I believe that the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement has a credibility 
issue with black lives mattering, and it was echoed by an African-
American employee of  the Wall Street Journal recently.  Retired Police 
Captain David Dorn (an African-American) was shot to death in St. 

Louis trying to stop looters. This despicable act was made worse 
by the criminals broadcasting on Facebook Captain Dorn lying in 
the street, bleeding to death.  Where was Black Lives Matter?  They 
have not said one word about the 49 blacks killed by other blacks in 
Chicago during the past two weekends (approximately 600 year-to-
date).  They have not said one word about the 7,000+ blacks killed by 
other blacks during 2019. 
BLM spokespeople claim blacks are killed by cops for no reason.  
DOJ statistics show that in 2019 1,004 people were killed by cops. Of  
those, 41 were unarmed — 10 were black and 20 were white.  The 
remaining 11 were not identified but were of  other races.  During the 
same period, 89 cops were killed in the line of  duty, many of  them 
were black.  Not a word from BLM about these statistics or the black 
police officers killed in the line of  duty.  It is time that honesty and 
truthfulness are brought to the protests where we only hear about one 
unfortunate situation.  Criminal charges have rightfully been brought, 
in record time, against the officers responsible for this killing.  But 
how about all these other cases that I have mentioned?
Many of  you may remember a left-wing radical group of  the 60’s 
and 70’s called the Weather Underground.  They were a faction of  
the SDS (Students for a Democratic Society).  Their express goal was 
the overthrow of  what it viewed as American imperialism with the 
desire to form, in the United States, a classless communist world.  
They were responsible for hundreds of  bombings.  Their members 
were eventually arrested or fled the country, and the organization 
disappeared.  
Why do I mention the Weather Underground? 
The Weather Underground issued a manifesto called “Prairie Fire.”  In 
this manifesto they outlined how to bring down the US Government 
and create their communist state.  “The goal is the destruction of  US 
imperialism and the achievement of  a classless world: world communism.” They 
wanted to create a mass revolutionary movement akin to the Red 
Guard in China while using Lenin’s Theory of  Imperialism.  We are 
seeing some of  their planks occurring today.
We have learned during the past couple of  weeks that there are 
organized agitators inciting the violence we have seen across the 
country.  They come from areas far from where they sow the seeds of  
violence leading to the looting and burning. What is most disturbing 
is that some of  the “agitators” have referenced “Prairie Fire.”  They 
seem to be using the unfortunate killing of  George Floyd as an excuse 
to bring alive the platform of  the defunct Weather Underground 
with the intent of  destroying this nation.  If  you want to read the 
manifesto you can access it at this link: https://www.sds-1960s.org/
PrairieFire-reprint.pdf.
We as veterans should not stand any lawless actions. Whether rogue 
cops killing unarmed civilians or the agitators sowing the seeds of  
violence across America, we need to support the law-abiding police 
and National Guard and do what we can to bring an end to the 
violence and lawlessness.  At the same time, we must support the 
lawful peaceful protests over the unjust killing of  George Floyd, and 
simultaneously demand equal recognition for retired police Captain 
David Dorn.
I hope all of  you will join in for the virtual Post meeting on the 21st.  
To all the dads, Have a Happy Father’s Day!
Larry Jasper
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10 Army Bases Named After Confederate Officers

— Continued on Page 4

Confederate Generals 
Braxton Bragg, Henry 
Lewis Benning and 
Robert E. Lee

Military.com | By James Barber
You might be hard-pressed to believe it if  you look out your window 
while driving back roads in the South, it’s a fact that the Confederate 
Army lost the Civil War.
Schools, lakes, roads, creeks, bridges and towns are all named after 
the South’s military leaders. That’s understandable: Many of  them 
were local boys and had ties to their communities.
What may surprise you is that 10 high-profile U.S. Army facilities 
were named after Confederate military leaders, and those names 
were chosen for bases opened during World War I or World War II. 
All of  the men honored were long dead and, while a few Civil War 
veterans might still have been around 50 years after, virtually all of  
the men who served under them were gone.
All 10 bases are located in former Confederate states. Why did the 
Army name facilities after men who served a vanquished foe?  A 
movement in the late 19th and early 20th centuries known as “The 
Lost Cause” sought to defend the motivations of  the Confederacy, 
obscure the role of  slavery and drape these men in romance and 
devotion to homeland. After the movie “Gone With the Wind” in 
1939, that romance was in full flower as World War II began.
As we consider the implications of  recognizing historical figures by 
naming military bases after them, maybe it’s time we really look at 
what these men said and did before, during and after the Civil War.
1. Fort Benning (Georgia)

Brig. Gen. Henry Benning was a 
Georgia native who led troops at the 
Second Battle of  Bull Run, the Battle of  
Antietam and the Battle of  Gettysburg. 
He practiced law in Columbus, Georgia, 
after the war, and the Army honored 
him when it opened Camp Benning, 
now Fort Benning, in 1918.

At the 1861 secession convention, Benning offered his thoughts on 
why he believed the South should secede. Here’s what he said:
“What was the reason that induced Georgia to take the step of  
secession? This reason may be summed up in one single proposition. 
It was a conviction, a deep conviction on the part of  Georgia, that 
a separation from the North was the only thing that could prevent 
the abolition of  her slavery. … If  things are allowed to go on as 
they are, it is certain that slavery is to be abolished. By the time the 
North shall have attained the power, the black race will be in a large 
majority, and then we will have black governors, black legislatures, 
black juries, black everything. Is it to be supposed that the white race 
will stand for that?”

2. Fort Bragg (North Carolina)
Gen. Braxton Bragg was a North 
Carolina native who graduated from 
West Point and served in the U.S. Army 
until 1856. He was not popular with 
the Confederate troops and ended the 
war as a military adviser to Confederate 
President Jefferson Davis. Military 
historians give him very low marks for 
tactics and leadership. Fort Bragg also opened in 1918.
Bragg was notoriously ornery, and his short temper led U.S. Grant, 
who served with him in Mexico in the U.S. Army, to describe him as 
“naturally disputatious.”
Historians generally rate Bragg as one of  the worst tacticians on 
either side during the war, and his losses were major contributors to 
the Confederate States of  America’s (CSA) defeat.
3. Fort Hood (Texas)
Gen. John Bell Hood was a Kentucky 
native and a West Point graduate who 
switched sides from the U.S. Army at 
the beginning of  the war. He lost a leg 
at the Battle of  Chickamauga and was 
relieved of  command after his defeat 
at the Battle of  Nashville. Fort Hood 
was opened in 1942.
Hood was a career military man and didn’t personally own slaves, 
but he freely admitted slavery’s role in the conflict. “Regardless of  all 
other causes of  difference,” he said in a speech after the war, “slavery 
... was the secret motor, the mainspring of  the war.”
4. Fort Lee (Virginia)
Gen. Robert E. Lee was a Virginia 
native, West Point graduate and the 
most revered military mind in the 
CSA. Fort Lee is the Army’s logistics 
hub and was opened in 1917.
Historians generally agree that Lee was 
less enthusiastic about the cause than many of  his fellow Southerners, 
but he did take command of  the CSA’s army. After the defeat, he was 
notably opposed to the idea of  Confederate monuments, writing in 
1869 that it was better “not to keep open the sores of  war but to 
follow the examples of  those nations who endeavored to obliterate 
the marks of  civil strife.”
5. Fort Polk (Louisiana)
Lt. Gen. Leonidas Polk was a North 
Carolina native who also served as an 
Episcopal bishop in Louisiana. He was 
a second cousin of  President James 
Polk.
Polk had no previous military 
experience before the war and was killed in action during the Battle 
of  Atlanta. Camp Polk was opened in 1941, and Fort Polk is now 



10 Army Bases (Continued from page 3)

home to the Army’s Joint Readiness Training Center.
Bragg’s supporters are quick to point out that Polk was a far worse 
leader than his commanding officer and that many of  Bragg’s defeats 
can be blamed on Polk’s incompetence. Polk was a slave owner before 
the war.
6. Fort Gordon (Georgia)

Lt. Gen. John Brown Gordon was a 
Georgia native who had zero military 
experience before the war. He became 
one of  Robert E. Lee’s most trusted 
generals over the course of  the war. 
Camp Gordon was opened in 1941 

and was promoted to Fort Gordon in 1956. The facility is home to 
the U.S. Army Signal Corps and Cyber Corps.
In 1904, Gordon published a memoir called “Reminiscences of  the 
Civil War” and, at first, admits the true spark that ignited the war.
“Slavery was undoubtedly the immediate fomenting cause of  the 
woful American conflict,” he writes. “It was the great political factor 
around which the passions of  the sections had long been gathered 
-- the tallest pine in the political forest around whose top the fiercest 
lightnings were to blaze and whose trunk was destined to be shivered 
in the earthquake shocks of  war.”
He then goes on to argue that slavery died out in the Union states 
because of  climactic and economic reasons and not because 
Northerners opposed slavery, per se. He also suggests that Yankee 
soldiers didn’t oppose slavery and were only fighting to preserve the 
Union.
7. Fort Pickett (Virginia)

Maj. Gen. George Pickett was a 
Virginia native who graduated last in 
his class at West Point. He served in 
the U.S. Army but switched sides at the 
start of  the Civil War. He led Pickett’s 
Charge on the last day of  the Battle 
of  Gettysburg and fled to Canada at 

the end of  the war. Fort Pickett is a Virginia Army National Guard 
installation that was first opened in 1941.
After Pickett’s death in 1875, his widow, LaSalle, spent the rest of  
her life promoting her husband’s role in the war by lecturing and 
publishing three books on his career. She was a leader in the “Lost 
Cause” movement that romanticized the Confederate army and 
worked to obscure slavery’s role in the conflict.
8. Fort A.P. Hill (Virginia)

Lt. Gen. A.P. Hill was a Virginia native 
and West Point graduate who joined the 
Confederate Army at the start of  the war. 
Hill was promoted to lieutenant general after 
his mentor Stonewall Jackson was killed at 
the Battle of  Chancellorsville.

Hill was later killed in action at the Third Battle of  Petersburg. Fort 
A.P. Hill is a training center opened in 1941.

9. Fort Rucker (Alabama)
Col. Edmund Rucker was a Tennessee 
native and the only Confederate below 
the rank of  general officer with an 
Army facility named after him.
Rucker, who lost his left arm in the war, 
became far better known afterward as 
an Alabama industrialist who helped 
build the state’s substantial coal and steel industries.
Fort Rucker was opened in 1942 and serves as the primary training 
base for Army aviation.
10. Camp Beauregard (Louisiana)
Gen. Pierre Gustave 
Toutant Beauregard was a 
Louisiana native and West 
Point graduate. He became 
superintendent at West Point 
in 1861 but resigned to join 
the Confederate Army.
Beauregard and his commanding officer, Gen. Joseph Johnston, were 
the military leaders who convinced President Jefferson Davis that the 
war was lost.
Camp Beauregard was opened in 1917 and today serves as a training 
facility for the Louisiana National Guard.
In the early days after the war, Beauregard displayed the same 
antipathy toward freed slaves that most of  his fellow Confederate 
leaders embraced for their entire lives, but he’d had a change of  heart 
by 1873.
At a meeting between white and black leaders in Louisiana, Beauregard 
made a rousing speech in support of  racial cooperation.
“I am persuaded that the natural relation between the white and 
colored people is that of  friendship. I am persuaded that their interests 
are identical; that their destinies in this state, where the two races are 
equally divided are linked together, and that there is no prosperity 
in Louisiana that must not be the result of  their cooperation,” he 
said. “I am equally convinced that the evils anticipated by some men 
from the practical enforcement of  equal rights are mostly imaginary, 
and that the relation of  the races in the exercise of  these rights will 
speedily adjust themselves to the satisfaction of  all.”

Help support the JWV with a 
USAA Visa Credit Card.

Go to JWV.org or USAA.com to apply.



The Army Will Consider Renaming Bases 
that Honor Confederate Leaders

8 Jun 2020 | Military.com | By Gina Harkins and Matthew Cox

The Army secretary is open to changing the names of  10 Army 
bases that were named for Confederate leaders, Military.com 
has confirmed.

Secretary Ryan McCarthy will consider the changes if  he 
has bipartisan cooperation from leaders at the local and 
congressional level an Army official told Military.com. Politico 
first reported the news about renaming the bases Monday.

McCarthy’s decision reverses a longstanding Army stance 
that the base names would not change, even as debate raged 
about whether they — along with statutes and other tributes to 
Confederate leaders across the country — are divisive. Leaders 
told reporters as recently as February that the base names 
would not change.

Those debates have reignited though following the May 
25 death of  George Floyd, a black man who died in police 
custody in Minnesota. Floyd’s death has prompted massive 
demonstrations across the nation as Americans call for an end 
to racial inequity and police brutality.

The Marine Corps on Friday made official a policy that has been 
in the works for several months that bans Confederate items on 
base. The policy gives commanders the authority to check for 
Confederate items in workspaces, bathrooms, and even front 
porches on government-run military housing. T-shirts, bumper 
stickers and mugs with the Confederate flag are now forbidden 
on base.

“The Confederate battle flag has all too often been co-opted by 
violent extremists and racist groups whose divisive beliefs have 
no place in our Corps,” Marine officials said on Friday. “This 
presents a threat to our core values, unit cohesion, security, and 
good order and discipline. This must be addressed.”

The New York Times’ editorial board in May — two days 
before Floyd’s death — called for Army leaders to rename the 
10 bases that honor Confederate leaders.

They include Fort Benning, in Georgia, named for Brig. Gen. 
Henry Benning — a Georgia lawyer, politician, judge and 
supporter of  slavery. Fort Bragg in North Carolina is named 
for Gen. Braxton Bragg, who Time noted was admonished 
even by his strongest supporters for “his quick temper, general 
irritability, and tendency to wound innocent men with barbs 
thrown during his frequent fits of  anger.”

(Image: U.S. Army)

Even before Floyd’s killing and the protests that followed, The 
New York Times opined that the decision to rename the Army 
bases was long overdue.

“Bases named for men who sought to destroy the Union in the 
name of  racial injustice are an insult to the ideals servicemen 
and women are sworn to uphold — and an embarrassing artifact 
of  the time when the military itself  embraced anti-American 
values,” the editorial board wrote.
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North Korea Cuts Off All Communication with South Korea
9 Jun 2020 | The Associated Press | By Hyung-jin Kim
SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea said it was cutting off  
all communication channels with South Korea on Tuesday, a 
move experts say could signal Pyongyang has grown frustrated 
that Seoul has failed to revive lucrative inter-Korean economic 
projects and persuade the United States to ease sanctions.
The North’s Korean Central News Agency said all cross-border 
communication lines would be cut off  at noon in “the first step 
of  the determination to completely shut down all contact means 
with South Korea and get rid of  unnecessary things.”
When South Korean officials tried to contact their North Korean 
counterparts via several channels after the North’s announcement 
Tuesday, the North Koreans didn’t answer, according to the South 
Korean government.
North Korea has cut communications in the past — not replying 
to South Korean phone calls or faxes — and then restored those 
channels when tensions eased. North Korea has been accused at 
times of  deliberately creating tensions to bolster internal unity 
or to signal its frustration over a lack of  progress in nuclear talks 
with Washington.
In its announcement, North Korea said Tuesday’s move was a 
response to South Korea’s failure to stop activists from floating 
anti-Pyongyang leaflets across their border.
“The South Korean authorities connived at the hostile acts 
against (North Korea) by the riff-raff, while trying to dodge heavy 
responsibility with nasty excuses,” KCNA said.
South Korea’s liberal government, which seeks improved relations 
with North Korea, said that cross-border hotlines must be 
maintained as they are the basic means of  communication between 
the two Koreas. The Unification Ministry said South Korea will 
strive to promote peace while abiding by inter-Korean agreements.
For years, conservative South Korean activists, including North 
Korean defectors living in the South, have floated huge balloons 
into North Korea carrying leaflets criticizing leader Kim Jong 
Un over his nuclear ambitions and human rights record. The 
leafleting has sometimes triggered a furious response from North 
Korea, which bristles at any attempt to undermine its leadership.
South Korea has typically let activists launch such balloons, citing 
their rights to freedom of  speech, but has halted some attempts 
when North Korean warnings appeared to be serious. In 2014, 
North Korean troops opened fire at propaganda balloons flying 
toward their territory, triggering an exchange of  fire that caused 
no known causalities.
North Korea began taking issue with the leafleting again last week.
Kim’s sister Kim Yo Jong called defectors involved in recent 
leafleting “human scum” and “mongrel dogs,” and she threatened 
to permanently shut down a liaison office and a jointly run factory 
park, both in the North, as well as nullify a 2018 inter-Korean 
military agreement that had aimed to reduce tensions.

North Korea’s latest moves will further set back South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in’s push for inter-Korean reconciliation.
“The North Koreans have been trying to find something they 
can use to express their dissatisfaction and distrust against South 
Korea. And they’ve now got the leafleting issue, so I don’t think 
we can simply resolve (tensions) even if  we address issues related 
to the leafleting,” said Kim Dong-yub, an analyst from Seoul’s 
Institute for Far Eastern Studies.
He said the North Korean statement also appeared aimed at 
strengthening internal unity and signaling the North’s resolve not 
to make concessions in nuclear talks.
Moon, who met Kim Jong Un three times in 2018, facilitated a flurry 
of  high-profile meetings between Pyongyang and Washington, 
including the first summit between Kim and President Donald 
Trump in June 2018.
But North Korea has increasingly turned the cold shoulder to 
Moon and suspended virtually all inter-Korean cooperation since 
a second Kim-Trump summit in early 2019 fell apart due to 
disputes over U.S.-led sanctions.
North Korea has urged Moon’s government not to meddle in its 
diplomacy with Trump and slammed Seoul for failing to break 
away from Washington and revive joint economic projects held 
up by the sanctions.
Critics of  Moon’s engagement policy say North Korea had initially 
expected Moon to help it win sanctions relief  but eventually 
got angry with him after Kim returned from the second Trump 
summit empty handed.
How far Kim is willing to go in stoking tensions is unclear. Some 
experts say he could take additional steps targeting South Korea, 
such as shutting down the liaison office or short-range weapons 
tests. However, they say Kim may be reluctant to do something like 
stage a nuclear or missile test due to concerns it could completely 
scuttle diplomacy with Washington.
Some see Tuesday’s move as a sign that North Korea is feeling the 
pinch financially and that its already battered economy perhaps 
deteriorated further when the coronavirus pandemic forced it to 
shut its border with China, the North’s biggest trading partner.
North Korea said the decision to sever communications was 
made by Kim’s sister and former hard-line military intelligence 
chief  Kim Yong Chol. Some experts say this shows the elevated 
political standing of  Kim’s sister.

In this Jan. 3, 2018 photo, a South 
Korean government official 
communicates with a North Korean 
officer during a phone call on the 
dedicated communications hotline 
at the border village of  Panmunjom 
in Paju, South Korea. (South Korea 
Unification Ministry/Yonhap via AP)



In this Sunday, 
June 7, 2020 
satellite photo 
provided by Maxar 
Technologies, a 
fake aircraft carrier 
is seen off  the coast 
of  Bandar Abbas, 
Iran. (Satellite image 
©2020 Maxar 
Technologies via AP)

Amid US Tension, Iran Builds Fake Aircraft Carrier to Attack

9 Jun 2020 | The Associated Press | By Jon Gambrell

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — As tensions remain high 
between Iran and the U.S., the Islamic Republic appears to 
have constructed a new mock-up of  an aircraft carrier off  its 
southern coast for potential live-fire drills.

The faux foe, seen in satellite photographs obtained Tuesday 
by The Associated Press, resembles the Nimitz-class carriers 
that the U.S. Navy routinely sails into the Persian Gulf  from 
the Strait of  Hormuz, its narrow mouth where 20% of  all the 
world’s oil passes through.

While not yet acknowledged by Iranian officials, the replica’s 
appearance in the port city of  Bandar Abbas suggests Iran’s 
paramilitary Revolutionary Guard is preparing an encore of  
a similar mock-sinking it conducted in 2015. It also comes as 
Iran announced Tuesday it will execute a man it accused of  
sharing details on the movements of  the Guard’s Gen. Qassem 
Soleimani, whom the U.S. killed in a January drone strike in 
Baghdad.

The replica carries 16 mock-ups of  fighter jets on its deck, 
according to satellite photos taken by Maxar Technologies. The 
vessel appears to be some 200 meters (650 feet) long and 50 
meters (160 feet) wide. A real Nimitz is over 300 meters (980 

feet) long and 75 meters (245 feet) wide.

The fake carrier sits just a short distance away from the parking 
lot in which the Guard unveiled over 100 new speedboats in 
May, the kind it routinely employs in tense encounters between 
Iranian sailors and the U.S. Navy. Those boats carry both 
mounted machine guns and missiles.

The mock-up strongly resembles a similar one used in February 
2015 during a military exercise called “Great Prophet 9.” During 
that drill, Iran swarmed the fake aircraft carrier with speedboats 
firing machine guns and rockets. Surface-to-sea missiles later 
targeted and destroyed the fake carrier.

“American aircraft carriers are very big ammunition depots 
housing a lot of  missiles, rockets, torpedoes and everything 
else,” the Guard’s then-navy chief, Adm. Ali Fadavi, said on state 
television at the time.

Last summer saw a series of  attacks and incidents further ramp 
up tensions between Iran and the U.S. They reached a crescendo 
with the Jan. 3 strike near Baghdad International Airport that 
killed Soleimani, head of  the Guard’s expeditionary Quds, or 
Jerusalem, Force.

Iran retaliated for Soleimani’s killing with a ballistic missile strike 
Jan. 8 targeting U.S. forces in Iraq, an assault that left over 100 
American troops with serious brain injuries. That same day, the 
Guard accidentally shot down a Ukrainian jetliner in Tehran, 
killing 176 people.

An exercise targeting a mock U.S. aircraft carrier could send that 
message as well, particularly if  it involves a swarm attack of  
smaller vessels, which analysts believe Iran would employ if  it 
did get into a shooting war with the U.S. Navy.

The U.S. Navy’s Bahrain-based 5th Fleet, which patrols Mideast 
waters, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

The Veterans Administration (VA) offers 
Veterans Choice Program

It stipulates that Veterans who have to wait more than 30 days to see a doctor, or who live more 
than 40 miles from their closest VA site can receive health care from community providers.  The 
provider must be part of  the VA’s network of  community providers.  Please go to the following 
website for further information:

https://www.va.gov/opa/choiceact/documents/choice-act-summary.pdf

https://www.va.gov/opa/choiceact/documents/choice-act-summary.pdf


Russian Jets Blocked US Plane 
in Unsafe Maneuvers Over 
Mediterranean, Navy Says

Two Russian Su-35 aircraft unsafely 
intercept a P-8A Poseidon patrol 
aircraft assigned to U.S. 6th Fleet over 
the Mediterranean Sea May 26, 2020. 
(U.S. Navy photo)

27 May 2020  | Military.com | By Gina Harkins
A pair of  Russian planes restricted a Navy pilot from safely 
maneuvering over international waters for more than an hour, 
service officials said on Tuesday.
Two Russian Su-35 aircraft on Tuesday simultaneously flew 
close to each wing of  a Navy P-8A Poseidon patrol aircraft 
over the Mediterranean Sea, according to Navy news release 
describing the incident. Officials called the incident, which 
lasted for 65 minutes "unsafe and unprofessional."
It was the third time in two months that Russian aircraft have 
intercepted Navy aircraft in the Sixth Fleet of  operations, the 
release states.
"The unnecessary actions of  the Russian Su-35 pilots were 
inconsistent with good airmanship and international flight rules, 
and jeopardized the safety of  flight of  both aircraft," it adds.
The Navy's P-8A patrol planes, which are modified Boeing 737 
Next Generation jets, can track submarines and ships. Military 
leaders have said that Russian submarine activity is on the rise 
in Europe and beyond.
After several other recent incidents involving Russian military 
aircraft — including one in which a plane flew inverted 
within 25 feet of  a Navy P-8A — Air Force Gen. Terrence 
J. O'Shaughnessy, head of  U.S. Northern Command, said 
the country was testing whether the U.S. had developed any 
weaknesses during the coronavirus pandemic.
"We just want to make it very clear to them ... there are no 
vulnerabilities as a result of  COVID-19," O'Shaughnessy said 
last month. Russian reconnaissance aircraft had recently been 
intercepted in two separate incidents near Alaska.
Tuesday's incident over the Mediterranean, like the other recent 
incidents, Navy officials said in the statement, was unprovoked. 
The Navy called the interaction irresponsible.
"We expect them to operate within international standards set 
to ensure safety and to prevent incidents," the Navy release 
states. " ... Actions like these increase the potential for midair 
collisions."

Russia Sends Advanced Fighter 
Jets to Back Mercenaries in Libya

Russian fighter jets were recently deployed 
to Libya in order to support Russian state-
sponsored private military contractors 
(PMCs) operating on the ground there, 
May 26, 2020. (U.S. Africa Command)

26 May 2020  | Military.com | By Richard Sisk
Russia has sent advanced MiG-29 Fulcrum fighter aircraft to 
back its mercenaries in Libya's civil war, the head of  U.S. Africa 
Command said Monday.
The charge by Army Gen. Stephen Townsend, confirms 
allegations by Libya's Government of  National Accord in Tripoli 
that Russia is doubling down on its support for a rebel group in 
what has turned into a proxy war involving U.S. allies on either 
side of  the conflict.
"Russia is clearly trying to tip the scales in its favor in Libya," 
Townsend said in a statement, which did not indicate any 
immediate plans for a U.S. counteraction.
"For too long, Russia has denied the full extent of  its involvement 
in the ongoing Libyan conflict," he said. "Well, there is no denying 
it now. We watched as Russia flew fourth-generation jet fighters 
to Libya — every step of  the way."
Townsend said the deployment of  MiG-29s — along with other 
aircraft already sent by Moscow — is meant to back the Russian 
state-sponsored private military contractor known as the Wagner 
Group. He has repeatedly warned of  the group's spreading 
influence in Africa; it is believed to be owned by Russian oligarch 
Yevgeny Prigozhin, who has close ties to President Vladimir 
Putin.
The Libyan National Army holds sway in much of  eastern Libya 
but has recently suffered a series of  setbacks in its long-stalled 
attempt to take Tripoli from the internationally recognized 
Government of  National Accord (GNA) .
Haftar has the backing of  Egypt and the United Arab Emirates, 
while NATO ally Turkey has increasingly deployed air and naval 
assets in support of  Prime Minister Fayez al-Sarraj's GNA.
Townsend said the deployment of  the MiG-29s threatens a major 
escalation by Russia in the increasingly complicated civil war.
"Just like I saw them doing in Syria, they are expanding their 
military footprint in Africa using government-supported 
mercenary groups like Wagner," said Townsend, who previously 
served as commander of  Combined Joint Task Force-Operation 
Inherent Resolve in Syria and Iraq.
"Russian military aircraft are likely to provide close-air support 
and offensive fires for the Wagner Group PMC," AFRICOM 
officials said in a release.
It added that the fighter aircraft arrived in Libya from an air base 

— Continued on Page 8



An attorney telephoned 
the Governor's mansion 
just after midnight, 
insisting that he talk to 
him, regarding a matter 
of  utmost urgency.

An aide eventually 
agreed to wake up the 
Governor.

"So, what is it?" grumbled 
the Governor.

"Judge Garber has just died," said the attorney, "and I want to 
take his place."

The Governor replied: "Well, it's OK with me, if  it's OK with 
the undertaker."

Russian Fighters (Continued from page 7)

in Russia after transiting Syria, "where it is assessed they were 
repainted to camouflage their Russian origin."
"Russia has employed state-sponsored Wagner in Libya to 
conceal its direct role and to afford Moscow plausible deniability 
of  its malign actions," officials said. Those actions, they added, 
have spiked casualties on both sides of  the conflict,
"The world heard Mr. Haftar declare he was about to unleash 
a new air campaign" in statements last week, Townsend said, 
adding, "That will be Russian mercenary pilots flying Russian-
supplied aircraft to bomb Libyans."
In the AFRICOM release, Air Force Gen. Jeff  Harrigian, 
commander of  U.S. Air Forces Europe-Air Forces Africa, said 
Russia's long-term goal in Libya could be to set up a permanent 
base on the coast to threaten NATO's southern flank in the 
Mediterranean.
"If  Russia seizes basing on Libya's coast, the next logical step 
is they deploy permanent long-range anti-access area denial 
(A2AD) capabilities," Harrigian said. "If  that day comes, it will 
create very real security concerns on Europe's southern flank."
In his Senate confirmation hearing in 2019, Townsend warned 
that Wagner Group paramilitaries were active in the Central 
African Republic as part of  an effort by Putin to spread influence 
in the sub-Sahara.
Townsend also noted that Russian mercenaries believed to be 
from the Wagner Group — dubbed "little green men" in the 
so-called "hybrid warfare" directed by Moscow — were used in 
Crimea and eastern Ukraine to provide Putin with a semblance 
of  deniability that the Russian military was involved.
On at least one occasion, Wagner Group mercenaries are 
believed to have attempted to take direct action against U.S. 
troops.
In February 2018, Russian mercenaries combined with the 
forces of  Syrian President Bashar al-Assad in an attack on an 
outpost in Syria's eastern Deir al-Zour province, which was held 
by U.S. troops and the U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces.
The attacking force was repelled with heavy losses by troops 
on the ground from U.S. Special Operations Command, backed 
by Marine artillery and U.S airstrikes, then-Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis told the House Armed Services Committee in March 
2018.
Before the attack began, the Russian high command was 
contacted, and "they assured us it was not their people," Mattis 
said.
He said he gave Marine Gen. Joseph Dunford, then-chairman 
of  the Joint Chiefs of  Staff, directions "for the force, then, to be 
annihilated — and it was."

Pirates Attack UK Tanker 
off Yemen Coast, Causing 

Minor Damage
The guided-missile cruiser USS Vella 
Gulf  (CG 72) sails through the Gulf  of  
Aden on March 20, 2020. (U.S. Navy/
Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class 
Andrew Waters)

19 May 2020  | By The Associated Press 
CAIRO — Pirates attacked a U.K.-flagged chemical tanker off  
the coast of  Yemen in the Gulf  of  Aden, Stolt Tankers said.
The vessel’s armed guards exchanged fire with two skiffs 
manned by six armed pirates, who approached the vessel Stolt 
Apal at high speed, the company said in a statement.
The vessel’s guards disabled one skiff  and ended the pursuit. 
There were no injuries on board, and only the vessel’s bridge 
area sustained minor damage from bullets.
The Stolt Apal was around 75 nautical miles (86 miles/140 
kilometres) off  Yemen’s coast when the attack took place, and 
it has since resumed its voyage.
This was the ninth reported attack in the Gulf  of  Aden this 
year, according to maritime security firm Dryad Global.
Many vessels transiting the Gulf  of  Aden have armed guards 
abroad because of  the threat of  piracy.

The Urgent Call



A U.S. Soldier from 
the 1st Special Forces 
Group assists Philippine 
Marines to inspect 
their equipment for a 
jump during Exercise 
Balikatan, Subic Bay, 
Bataan, Philippines, 
April 7, 2019. (U.S. 
Air Force/1st Lt. Renee 
Douglas)

Philippines Suspends Abrogation of Defense Pact with US

3 Jun 2020  | The Associated Press | By Jim Gomez
MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine president has 
suspended his decision to terminate a key defense pact with the 
United States, at least temporarily avoiding a major blow to one 
of  America’s oldest alliances in Asia.
Foreign Secretary Teodoro Locsin Jr. said Tuesday he dispatched 
a diplomatic note to the U.S. ambassador in Manila informing 
the U.S. government that the Philippines is delaying its decision 
to abrogate the Visiting Forces Agreement by at least six months.
Washington immediately welcomed the move.  “Our longstanding 
alliance has benefited both countries,” the U.S. government 
said in a statement released by its embassy in Manila. “We look 
forward to continued close security and defense cooperation 
with the Philippines.”
President Rodrigo Duterte’s administration notified the 
U.S. government on Feb. 11 that it intends to abrogate the 
1998 agreement, which allows the entry of  large numbers of  
American forces for joint combat training with Filipino troops 
and lays down the legal terms for their temporary stay. The 
termination would have taken effect after 180 days, in August, 
unless both sides agreed to keep the agreement.
The waiting time will be suspended by at least six months and 
could be extended by another half  a year, according to the 
diplomatic letter to the U.S., which cited unspecified “political 
and other developments in the region.”

Philippine Ambassador to Washington Jose Manuel Romualdez 
told The Associated Press by telephone that he and his American 
counterpart, Sung Kim, helped discuss what could be done 
after the coronavirus pandemic hit and hampered possible talks 
ahead of  the agreement’s actual abrogation in August.
“We both were concerned about the deadline for the termination 
which was coming close,” Romualdez said.
U.S. President Donald Trump’s expression of  readiness to help 
the Philippines deal with the pandemic during a telephone 
call with Duterte in April fostered the Philippine decision, 
Romualdez said.
Key Duterte officials led by Locsin have cited the security and 
economic benefits the allies have gained from the treaty alliance.
Former Philippine Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario said 
the alliance has deterred aggressive Chinese actions in the 
disputed South China Sea, including possible construction of  
structures in Scarborough Shoal, a disputed fishing area off  the 
northwestern Philippines that China effectively seized after a 
tense standoff  in 2012.
The Philippines has protested other assertive actions by Beijing 
in recent months in disputed waters where Vietnam, Malaysia, 
Taiwan and Brunei are also locked in increasingly tense territorial 
disputes with China.
Duterte has defended his decision to abrogate the pact with 
the U.S., saying the Philippines can survive and address a 
long-running communist insurgency and threats by Muslim 
extremists in the largely Roman Catholic nation’s south without 
American military assistance.
“Do we need America to survive as a nation?” Duterte asked in 
February. “Do we need … the might and power of  the military 
of  the United States to fight our rebellion here and the terrorists 
down south and control drugs?”
“The (Philippine) military and police said, `Sir, we can do it,’” 
Duterte said.

JWV IS GOING VIRTUAL!
The coronavirus may prevent us from gathering in Jacksonville, but it can’t stop us from getting together for 
our National Convention.  This year, the convention is coming to you.  From August 23-27, JWV members will 
gather online to conduct business, hear from several speakers, and elect a new National Commander, and for the 
first time a National Vice Commander, as we head into our 125th year.

You can join the fun online or on the phone – but first you need to register:
Online Registration Form: https://jwv.wufoo.com/forms/zxck1ib13pizdn/

PDF Registration Form: https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020_Registration-Form-Virtual-Convention.pdf

Convention Journal Ads: https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-Convention-Journal-ad-form.pdf

Convention Schedule Link: https://www.jwv.org/programs/building-membership/national-convention/

https://jwv.wufoo.com/forms/zxck1ib13pizdn/ 
https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020_Registration-Form-Virtual-Convention.pdf 
https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-Convention-Journal-ad-form.pdf
https://www.jwv.org/programs/building-membership/national-convention/


19 May 2020 | The Honolulu Star-Advertiser | By William Cole

The Pacific Fleet Submarine Force took the unusual step this 
month of  announcing that all of  its forward-deployed subs were 
simultaneously conducting “contingency response operations” 
at sea in the Western Pacific — downplaying the notion that 
Navy forces have been hampered by COVID-19.

The sub force said the missions were mounted in support of  
the Pentagon’s “free and open Indo-Pacific” policy aimed at 
countering China’s expansionism in the South China Sea.

At least seven submarines, and likely more — including all 
four Guam-based attack submarines, the San Diego-based USS 
Alexandria and multiple Hawaii-based vessels — are part of  
the effort.

The action also highlights the Pentagon’s desire to be flexible 
and unpredictable in “great power” competition with China 
and Russia.

“Our operations are a demonstration of  our willingness to 
defend our interests and freedoms under international law,” 
Rear Adm. Blake Converse, Pacific sub force commander, who 
is based at Pearl Harbor, said in a May 8 release.

Attack submarines maintain an outsize stealth capability to 
sink ships with torpedoes, fire Tomahawk cruise missiles and 
conduct covert surveillance while keeping adversaries guessing 
their location.

The Navy recently has maintained a flotilla of  warships in the 
Western Pacific as a show of  force and proof  that COVID-19 
hasn’t significantly degraded its capabilities, with the United 
States and China long trading barbs over military activities 
in the South China Sea and increasingly so over each other’s 
pandemic response.

China has been accused of  intensifying its occupation of  man-
made islands and bullying other nations in the region while 
much of  the world has been focused on the pandemic.

Geopolitical intelligence platform Stratfor said that the U.S. and 
China have maintained a “robust operational pace in the South 
China Sea” amid heightening tensions and COVID-19 — signs 
that point to continued escalation after the virus wanes.

When the Navy advertises the presence of  its usually unseen 
submarines, it’s often to make a point with an adversary. The 
Navy released a photo of  the Los Angeles-class sub Alexandria 
transiting Apra Harbor in Guam on May 5.

As the U.S. military addresses COVID-19 at home, “we remain 
focused on our national security missions around the world,” 
Defense Secretary Mark Esper said the same day.

“Many countries have turned inward to recover from the 
pandemic, and in the meantime our strategic competitors are 
attempting to exploit this crisis to their benefit at the expense 

Navy Sends Subs to Sea as Message to China

The Los Angeles-class fast-attack submarine USS Alexandria (SSN 
757) prepares to depart Apra Harbor as part of  regularly scheduled 
operations in the Indo-Pacific, May 5, 2020. (U.S. Navy photo/Derek 
Harkins)

of  others,” Esper said.

He accused the Chinese Communist Party of  ramping up a 
“disinformation campaign” to shift blame for the virus and 
burnish its image. All the while, “we continue to see aggressive 
behavior by the PLA (People’s Liberation Army ) in the South 
China Sea, from threatening a Philippine navy ship to sinking 
a Vietnamese fishing boat and intimidating other nations from 
engaging in offshore oil and gas development.”

Esper said two Navy ships conducted freedom of  navigation 
operations in the South China Sea the week before “to send a 
clear message to Beijing that we continue to protect freedom of  
navigation and commerce for all nations large and small.”

The guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill conducted a 
“FONOP” in the Spratly Islands, and the destroyer USS Barry 
sailed twice through the Taiwan Strait and through the Paracel 
Islands in disputed territory that China claims as its own.

“These provocative acts by the U.S. side ... have seriously violated 
China’s sovereignty and security interests, deliberately increased 
regional security risks and could easily trigger an unexpected 
incident,” the South China Morning Post quoted a Chinese military 
command saying after the Barry’s Paracel passage.

The aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt has been sidelined 
in Guam since late March after experiencing an outbreak of  the 
new coronavirus among its 4,800-member crew.

U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor has been quick to note the 
ongoing deployment of  other assets in the region, including 
transits of  the South China Sea by the littoral combat ship USS 
Gabrielle Giffords, the destroyer USS Rafael Peralta sailing in 
the East China Sea and the destroyer USS McCampbell passing 
through the Taiwan Strait on Wednesday.



VA to Pay More Than $1 Million to Veterans to 
Settle Improper Treatment Lawsuits

14 May 2020 | Portland Press Herald, Maine | By Megan Gray

The federal government has agreed to pay more than $1 million 
total to five veterans who alleged mistreatment of  foot and 
ankle problems at the Togus Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
in Augusta.

The legal battle began with the first lawsuit in 2014. The 
complaints came amid national criticism of  the Department of  
Veterans Affairs over mismanagement and long wait lists that 
resulted in deaths.

The parties settled the last open case in March and the Portland 
Press Herald received copies of  the five settlement agreements 
through a public records request.

The veterans claimed poor treatment by a podiatrist at Togus 
left them with severe pain that limited their ability to walk. 
The settlements allowed for all pending claims to be resolved 
without the government admitting liability or fault.

The most drastic case was that of  April Wood, a Maine 
native who now lives in Missouri. Court documents show she 
smashed her ankle when she fell 20 feet from a ropes course in 
2004 during a U.S. Army training exercise. The podiatrist later 
performed surgery on her ankle twice. But she continued to 
experience chronic pain for years, and other surgeons ultimately 
amputated her leg below the knee in 2012.

Wood was the last plaintiff  to reach a settlement agreement and 
received the largest payout of  $800,000. Four other veterans 
received smaller settlements between $50,000 and $80,000.

Dan Lipman was part of  the team of  attorneys who represented 
Wood and Mark Prescott, who received a $70,000 settlement. 
Court documents show Prescott served in the U.S. Navy until 
2004 and had previous surgeries to address a running injury. 
He underwent two additional surgeries at Togus, and another 
doctor later said those procedures had actually continued or 
worsened his pain.

Dr. Thomas Franchini, the podiatrist whose care was the focus 

Togus Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center in 
Augusta, Maine. (Image: 
Dept. of  Veterans Affairs)

of  the lawsuits, was not named as a defendant. He left Togus 
in 2010, and he did not renew his license to practice in Maine 
in 2011.

Lipman criticized Togus for waiting so long to tell the veterans 
about problems with their care, and he said the government 
should have immediately compensated those patients rather 
than fighting their cases in court for years.

“The right thing to do would have been to come out at the 
outset and say these veterans should not have been hurt this 
way, and we’re going to make it right,” Lipman said. “But the 
government didn’t do that.”

Kenneth Myrick, who goes by Jake, served in the Army from 
1998 to 2004. Court documents show his ankle surgery at 
Togus in 2005 resulted in a “nerve entrapment,” which caused 
severe pain and was not identified for years. He said Tuesday 
that he still has chronic pain and limited mobility.

“My life is forever changed,” he said. “I can’t go run, jump and 
play with my kids. I can’t go take a ski trip like I normally would 
have done. ... No amount of  money was going to change that.”

His case resulted in a $50,000 settlement, but he said he never 
got the apology or accountability he wanted from Togus 
officials.

“That betrayal from the VA is the most hurtful,” Myrick said.

The attorney who represented two additional plaintiffs is no 
longer at her firm and could not be reached for comment.

The Veterans Health ID Card for Military Base Access 
The Defense Department announced expanded Commissary, Military Service Exchange and MWR access as of  January 1, 
2020. Veterans who are eligible and want to take advantage of  in-person benefits must have a Veterans Health Identification 
Card (VHID). Veterans must be enrolled in the VA health care system to receive a VHIC. To enroll, you can complete an 
application for enrollment in VA health care by telephone without the need for a signed paper application. Just call 1-877-
222-8387 Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. Eastern. You can also apply for VA healthcare benefits online at 
www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll, or in person at your local VA medical facility. Once your enrollment is verified, you can 
have your picture taken at your local VA medical center, and VA will mail you a VHIC.

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-
exchange-and-mwr-access/-for-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-andmwr-access/ 

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhicfor-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-


Headstone of  a fallen German WWII POW at Ft. 
Sam Houston National Cemetery. (Michael Field/
Wikimedia Commons)

VA Reverses Course, Will Remove Headstones 
with Nazi Symbols

1 Jun 2020  | Military.com | By Richard Sisk
In a reversal, the Department of  Veterans Affairs announced 
late Monday that it had begun the process removing the 
headstones of  three German POWs from World War II bearing 
Nazi symbols from two VA national cemeteries.
The VA had initially said it could not remove the headstones 
under the National Historic Preservation Act, but VA 
Secretary Robert Wilkie on Monday acknowledged the unusual 
circumstances in this case.
“It is understandably upsetting to our veterans and their families 
to see Nazi inscriptions near those who gave their lives for this 
nation,” he said in a statement. “That’s why VA will initiate the 
process required to replace these POW headstones.”
Two of  the German POW headstones are at Fort Sam Houston 
National Cemetery in Texas, and one is at Fort Douglas Post 
Cemetery in Utah. Both cemeteries were used to inter the 
unclaimed remains of  enemy troops following World War II.
Most of  the headstones of  foreign troops list only names 
and dates of  death, but the three in question have a swastika 
in the center of  an iron cross, and an inscription in German 
stating, “He died far from his home for the Führer, people and 
fatherland.”

The presence of  the headstones and demands for their removal 
were first made by Mikey Weinstein, chairman of  the Military 
Religious Freedom Foundation.
On May 19, he told Military.com that the symbols and the 
inscriptions “must be eradicated and eradicated now. This is 
completely and totally wrong.”
In Monday’s release VA said a section of  the National Historic 
Preservation Act allowed a process to begin on “how to replace 
these headstones with historically accurate markers that do not 
include the Nazi swastika and German text.”

The June meeting 
of Post 373, 
scheduled for 
Sunday, May 21st 
at 10:00 am will 
be held either 
by phone or 
videoconference.  
See page 1 for 
more details.

Safe Travels —What to 
know about Medicare 

when traveling abroad:

In general, Medicare will not pay for health care 
services or supplies if  you travel outside the United 
States.  Please go to the following website to see 
Medicare Traveling Rules:

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?


sexual violation of  a child.
In the hands of  minors, is that appropriate?” he asked. “It really 
comes down to propriety. It has nothing to do with race,” Hart 
said.
Board member Ryan Ponder, the lone “No” vote on rescinding, 
mainly argued that the books had not really been banned. “The 
facts are, the books can continue to be taught” if  teachers had 

the approval of  the principal to 
keep them on reading lists, he 
said.
The meeting touched on the 
weighty issues of  freedom of  
thought and expression that have 
been debated from the nation’s 
founding all the way to the 
Supreme Court, but came to no 
conclusions.
One of  the books that was 
initially deemed too controversial 
may have offered some guidance, 
if  not any answers.

Heller’s satire offered up the all-purpose and unwritten 
explanation for the mind-boggling decisions and procedures 
of  the military. There was no easy way out -- of  anything. 
The reason was “Catch-22.”  The main character in the book, 
Yossarian, finally has Catch-22 explained to him and is in awe 
of  its majesty and scope.
Yossarian thinks he has found a way to get out of  flying more 
bombing missions for fear of  being killed or maimed by claiming 
that the stress has driven him crazy. The Army psychiatrist, Doc 
Daneeka, tells him it’s been tried before and it can’t be done.
“You mean there’s a catch?”  “Sure there’s a catch,” Doc 
Daneeka replied. “Catch-22. Anyone who wants to get out of  
combat duty isn’t really crazy.”
Heller wrote that “There was only one catch and that was 
Catch-22, which specified that a concern for one’s own safety 
in the face of  dangers that were real and immediate was the 
process of  a rational mind.”
“Orr was crazy and could be grounded. All he had to do was 
ask; and as soon as he did, he would no longer be crazy and 
would have to fly more missions. Orr would be crazy to fly 
more missions and sane if  he didn’t, but if  he was sane, he had 
to fly them. If  he flew them, he was crazy and didn’t have to; 
but if  he didn’t want to, he was sane and had to.”
“Yossarian was moved very deeply by the absolute simplicity of  
this clause of  Catch-22 and let out a respectful whistle.”

After Outcry, Alaska School Board Reverses Ban 
on 2 Classic Military Novels

22 May 2020 | Military.com | By Richard Sisk
An Alaska school board’s decision to remove four acclaimed 
novels and one short story collection deemed too “controversial” 
from high school English reading lists has been reversed.
The 6–1 vote Wednesday by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District in Palmer, Alaska, reversed the action taken by 
the board last month to pull the five books. The board also 
voted to revisit the issue next year, 
however.
The livestream of  the board’s 
proceedings resurfaced age-
old arguments on what reading 
material is appropriate for young 
minds. The adults couldn’t agree 
on that, or even whether what 
they had done in April actually 
qualified as a ban since the five 
books were still available within 
school libraries.
The books in question were 
Joseph Heller’s satire “Catch-22,” 
set in World War II; Tim O’Brien’s 
short story collection “The Things They Carried,” based on 
his Vietnam experiences; Ralph Ellison’s “Invisible Man”; and 
Maya Angelou’s “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.”  The fifth 
book was F. Scott Fitzgerald’s landmark 1925 novel “The Great 
Gatsby,” which sold poorly at the time but has since come to 
be acclaimed by some critics as the “Great American Novel.”
The initial objections to “Catch-22” were that it contained 
“racial slurs” and “scenes of  violence;” O’Brien’s book had 
“profanity and sexual references;” Angelou’s work might be 
considered “anti-white;” Ellison’s novel had racial slurs; and 
“Gatsby” had inappropriate language and sexual references.
The school district, headquartered in Palmer, about 40 miles 
northeast of  Anchorage, has an enrollment of  more than 
19,000 students from kindergarten through 12th grade.   Without 
going to the merits of  the arguments, board president Thomas 
Bergey said the vote to remove the books had to be rescinded 
on grounds that it violated procedures under state statutes.  
However, “we need to revisit our policy” on the books listed 
for the high school English elective courses, Bergey said. The 
board accepted a motion to consult on the issue and come to a 
decision sometime in May of  next year.
Board member James Hart also voted to rescind the previous 
vote but said there were issues that had to be dealt with in the 
future on the propriety of  the reading lists.  He said he had read 
“The Great Gatsby” and had no problems with it but also read 
at the meeting a passage from Angelou’s book describing the 



Retired Navy Capt. 
E. Royce Williams 
recounts the story of  
his dogfight with seven 
Soviet MiG fighters 
in 1952 during the 
Korean War, which he 
was ordered to never 
tell anyone for more 
than 50 years after the 
event. (Screengrab from 
U.S. Navy video by Austin Rooney)

Medal of Honor Sought for US Korean War Pilot
26 May 2020 | The San Diego Union-Tribune | By Diane Bell
E. Royce Williams is being called a forgotten hero in a forgotten 
war — a military pilot whose heroic action was never fully 
recognized because his mission was filed away as top secret.
Now members of  American Legion Post 416 in Encinitas want 
to shed light on the retired Navy captain’s distinguished service. 
They are campaigning to get him the Medal of  Honor while he 
is still among us.
Williams, now 95, spent 37 years forging a highly regarded 
career in the U.S. Navy, retiring in 1980. But it was one dog 
fight — about 35 minutes long, off  the coast of  North Korea 
on Nov. 18, 1952 — that made him a hero.
For 40 years, Williams was mum about that encounter. He didn’t 
even tell his wife, Camilla — whom he met at age 11 in Sunday 
School — until 1992 or ‘93, he says, after dissolution of  the 
Soviet Union in December of  1991. But the word didn’t really 
get out until 50 years after the incident, after he was asked to 
address a military symposium in Pensacola, Fla.
On Nov. 18, 1952, Williams and three other Navy F9F-5 Panther 
pilots were dispatched from the aircraft carrier USS Oriskany 
to intercept seven Russian MiG’s headed toward them from a 
Soviet base in Vladivostok.
Early that morning, Williams had taken part in an attack in 
western North Korea near the Soviet border. Based on U.S. 
intelligence reports, it was believed the MiG’s were seeking 
revenge.
The fledgling National Security Agency (nicknamed No Such 
Agency because of  its intelligence gathering role) had a unit 
aboard a nearby cruiser, the USS Helena, and was intercepting 
Soviet communications — a capability it did not want made 
public. This operation was reportedly the agency’s first and was 
assigned the code name Canoe, according to recently released 
classified documents.
Williams recalls the harrowing mission in great detail. The 
four Panthers took off  in a blustery snowstorm. It wasn’t 
long before one of  their jets developed a fuel pump problem 
and its pilot turned back toward the ship with his wingman as 
an escort. That left then-Lt. Williams and his wingman, pilot 
Dave Rowlands, to face seven much more sophisticated Soviet 
fighters. One of  the downed MiG pilots was later reported to 
be a decorated war hero.
A MiG fired on Williams and the battle was on. He jockeyed 
for position and made a direct hit. As his wingman followed 
the wounded jet down into the clouds to document the kill, the 
other MiG’s ganged up on Williams’ plane. He shot another 
MiG as it flew alongside, then had to dodge the debris as the jet 
disintegrated.
Williams vividly recalls the dogfight. He alternated between 

evasive action and getting close enough to take a shot, as the 
aircraft weren’t equipped with laser-guided weapons back then.
After downing the first MiG, Williams couldn’t confirm his kills. 
“I was too busy to start counting. I would fire at a plane and 
then someone else would be on my tail and I had to maneuver 
and I couldn’t tell what happened to the plane I shot,” he says.
Call it a combination of  skill, experience, instinct, sheer luck, 
and true grit, but Nov. 18, 1952 was not Williams’ day to die. 
Later it came out in military records that only two MiG’s flew 
back toward Vladivostok that day. One, presumably damaged, 
was later said by a Russian military historian to have crashed 
enroute to home.
Williams was forced to return to his carrier after being hit by 
a shell that damaged his hydraulic and electrical systems. He 
lost his rudder and most of  his turning ability but retained his 
elevators so he could still go up and down. So, down he flew, 
headed for cloud cover with a MiG on his tail. He recalls jerking 
his plane higher and lower to evade a barrage of  shots.
But even then, Williams’ battle was not over. He briefly 
encountered friendly fire as he approached his carrier. He also 
discovered that his damaged plane couldn’t fly below a speed of  
170 knots (105 knots was his normal tailhook landing speed). 
He survived because, in an unusual move, the carrier captain 
changed the direction of  the ship to align it with Williams’ 
flight path.
Despite landing at breakneck speed, miraculously Williams’ 
only injury was a bloody neck from the chafing of  his extreme 
weather gear as he turned his head from side to side to engage 
the enemy.
His Panther was in far worse condition with 263 holes, including 
a gash nearly a foot long.
After a hastily written battle report, for which Williams says 
the pilots hadn’t been debriefed, he and pilot John Middleton 
earned Silver Stars, and Rowlands was credited with damaging 

— Continued on Page 17



President Donald 
Trump awards the 
Medal of  Honor 
to former Army 
Staff  Sgt. Ronald J. 
Shurer II for actions 
in Afghanistan, in 
the East Room of  
the White House, 
Monday, Oct. 1, 2018, 
in Washington. (AP 
Photo/Evan Vucci)

Medal of Honor Recipient Dead at 41 After 
Years Long Lung Cancer Fight

14 May 2020 | Military.com | By Richard Sisk and Hope Hodge 
Seck
The U.S. Secret Service announced Thursday that former Army 
Staff  Sgt. Ronald J. Shurer, a U.S. Army Special Forces medic 
who earned the Medal of  Honor for heroism in Afghanistan, 
has died following a protracted battle with lung cancer. He was 
41.
Shurer, who concluded his Army service in 2009 and went on to 
serve in the Secret Service, received the nation's highest military 
honor in October 2018. He was diagnosed in 2017 with lung 
cancer.
He received the Medal of  Honor for actions during the Battle 
of  Shok Valley in 2008.  He was initially awarded the Silver Star 
after the operation, but it was upgraded after a Pentagon review 
of  awards.
"Today we lost an American Hero: Husband, Father, Son, 
Medal of  Honor Recipient — Special Agent Ronald J. Shurer 
II," the Secret Service said on Twitter. "From a grateful Nation 
and Agency — your memory and legacy will live on forever. 
Rest In Peace."
Shurer had joined the Secret Service in 2009, and the agents 
took immense pride when President Donald Trump awarded 
him the Medal of  Honor on Oct. 1, 2018, jamming the White 
House East Room for the ceremony.
Shurer had been in and out of  hospitals since he was diagnosed 
with cancer in 2017, but he remained an agent and reported for 
work when he could.
He posted April 30 on Instagram and Twitter: "Just not having 
much luck with hospitals lately ... Just got admitted again, for 
difficulty breathing. Home oxygen machines weren't able to 
keep me remotely comfortable, so we will see what the hospital 
can do."
Shurer posted again May 1: "Just put on Extraction on Netflix. 
Sitting here, in the icu, in my underwear, eating jello, watching 
Chris Hemsworth; just how I wanted my Friday evening to go."
His last post May 13 said that his doctors were going to try 

something, but "they can't tell me if  it will work."
Retired Marine Gen. John Kelly, the former White House chief  
of  staff, said Shurer's service with the military and the Secret 
Service, and the way he lived his life, posed the unanswerable 
question: "Where do we get such men?"
"I was standing next to him when he was notified he was to 
receive the Medal of  Honor. I walked with him to the ceremony," 
Kelly told Military.com Thursday night. "The last thing he said 
to me before he walked into the East Room to receive the Medal 
was that he was only doing his job, that so many others deserved 
this recognition. That he did not.
"I was honored to meet this man and his wonderful family at 
the White House," Kelly said. "He stepped forward twice in his 
life when he didn't have to, to serve our country and its people." 
He added that Shurer "was an inspiration in both roles."
As a Green Beret combat medic in Afghanistan in 2008, Shurer 
had "looked death in the eyes" and gone about saving "the lives 
of  his buddies who were wounded while the fierce firefight was 
still ongoing," Kelly said.
In a lengthy interview with Military.com in January, the soft-
spoken Shurer spoke more of  the actions of  others in the battle 
of  Shok Valley than his own.
He spoke of  the Medal as another "responsibility" in a life that 
he saw as a commitment to meeting responsibilities. 
He had a responsibility to other veterans to wear the medal with 
the respect it deserved. 
He had a responsibility to his wife of  13 years, Miranda, and 
sons Cameron, 12, and Tyler, 8, to be the best husband and 
father. 
He had a responsibility to others battling cancer to console and 
to help.
He said he would try to explain to others coping with cancer 
who contacted him that "things can be a little bit scary," but they 
should never give up.
As always, it was a team effort with Miranda. "It wouldn't be 
right to hide it. We try to help where we can," he said. 
"I know when I first got diagnosed, anybody I could talk to who 
had some experience at all gave that sense of  comfort," he said. 
"If  I can just do that, it's too easy to try to help."
Shurer said he carried with him always the sense of  purpose 
and spirit of  team commitment he felt as part of  Operational 
Detachment Alpha 3336 in the Shok Valley.
At an Army news conference prior to his Medal presentation, 
he said, "I'm not a hero. I just happened to be the medic there 
that day. The guys trusted me to help them, and I was going to 
do everything I could not to let them down."



a plane and awarded a Distinguished Flying Cross.
The mission, which could have sparked an international incident 
and a major clash with the Soviet Union, was put under wraps. 
Williams was instructed by his commanding officer not to talk 
about it.
So, he didn’t. It wasn’t until several years later that Rear Adm. 
Doniphan Shelton learned of  Williams’ heroics. Six years ago 
Shelton began a campaign to get the pilot the recognition Shelton 
insists he deserves. He compiled background information, filed 
a request for documents under the U.S. Freedom of  Information 
Act and drafted a resolution requesting a Medal of  Honor for 
heroism Shelton calls “unmatched either in the Korean War, the 
Vietnam War, or since then.”
“Four MiG-15s down over a period of  time is one thing, quite 
another when those four are downed in one historic 35-to-
38-minute aerial engagement of  one F9F-5 against seven very 
superior MiG-15s,” says Shelton, who lives in Del Mar. He 
concedes that the engagement was not well recorded and errors 
were made in reporting the details.
“Success in this case is an uphill battle,” Shelton says. “The Navy 
likes to stick by its records even in instances when those records 
are in error, as in this instance.”
Peter-Rolf  Ohnstad Jr., with American Legion Post 416, has 
been helping with the quest. He says the Medal of  Honor 
resolution was approved by the regional American Legion 
district, “enthusiastically endorsed” by the state American 
Legion and “overwhelmingly approved” at the group’s national 
convention in 2017.
“Williams has never sought this recognition,” Ohnstad notes. 
“He is the quietest, humblest person I’ve ever met.”
A replica of  Williams’ Panther sits on the USS Midway Museum 
flight deck bearing four MiG kill symbols, but the true story of  
that fateful afternoon 68 years ago may never be known.
Williams tells his version of  the battle during an interview with 
San Diegan Philip Graham for a new syndicated radio show, 
“Our American Stories,” reminiscent of  Paul Harvey and 
produced by the nonprofit American Private Radio company.
Williams is taking the quest for a Medal of  Honor in stride. It’s 
in his past. He says he doesn’t expect any additional recognition. 
What is currently on his mind is climbing aboard a World War II 
plane on Memorial Day in Riverside and flying with one of  18 
vintage warbird pilots over Southern California to pay tribute to 
veterans of  all conflicts.

Medal Sought (Continued from page 15)Man Charged with 9 
Felonies in Bridge Shooting 

Stopped by Soldier

Authorities gather on 
Centennial Bridge after 
a shooting Wednesday, 
May 27, 2020, near 
Leavenworth, Kan. 
A Fort Leavenworth 
soldier is being credited 
with saving lives after he 
stopped a person who 
was randomly shooting 
on the bridge that connects Kansas and Missouri. (John Richmeier/
Leavenworth Times via AP)

1 Jun 2020 | The Associated Press | By The Associated Press

LEAVENWORTH, Kan. — A 37-year-old Kansas City-area 
man was charged Friday with attempted first-degree murder 
and eight other felonies after authorities say he randomly fired 
into traffic on a bridge that connects Kansas and Missouri.

The charges filed in Leavenworth County, Kansas, District 
Court against Jason Randell Westrem, of  Houston City, 
Missouri, include four counts of  firing into an occupied vehicle, 
two counts of  aggravated assault and two counts of  aggravated 
endangerment of  a child. Two children were passengers in 
a vehicle that came under fire Wednesday on the Centennial 
Bridge near Fort Leavenworth.

A soldier stationed at the Army post hit the shooter with his car 
to stop the firing. One person, also a soldier, was wounded, and 
the suspect was injured and remains hospitalized, according to 
Leavenworth County Attorney Todd Thompson.

Thompson declined to comment about the details of  the case 
ahead of  court hearings. It was not immediately clear whether 
Westrem has an attorney.

Leavenworth police officers initially believed they were 
responding to a road rage incident on the bridge. Instead, they 
discovered that a man had been using multiple weapons to fire 
randomly at vehicles.

The soldier who ran over the gunman had been waiting in 
traffic when he saw what was happening.



In this file photo 
from Aug. 22, 2019, 
veterans of  Montford 
Point attend a 
r e m e m b r a n c e 
ceremony at the 
Montford Point 
Marines Memorial 
on Marine Corps 
Base Camp Lejeune. 
The Montford Point 
Marines Memorial is 
dedicated to the first African Americans to serve in the U.S. Marine 
Corps. (Alexia Lythos/U.S. Marine Corps)

WWII Veteran Jonas Bender, One of First 
Black US Marines, Dies

6 Jun 2020 | Springfield News-Sun, Ohio | By Brooke Spurlock
A visitation was held Friday for World War II veteran Jonas 
Bender who was one of  the first African Americans to join the 
U.S. Marines.
"At the time of  his draft, the Marine Corps was an unequal and 
segregated institution," according to his obituary. "He trained at 
the segregated Montford Point in North Carolina and went on 
to serve in the Pacific as a radar operator during the war."
Bender, 94, of  Yellow Springs, passed away on May 30.  He was 
drafted at age 18 and served as a Montford Point Marine from 
1943 to 1946.
Jonas was among 200 surviving Montford Point Marines to be 
honored for their service in 2012 when they were awarded the 
Congressional Gold Medal.
"The central thing about all this is that the Marine Corps didn't 
really want us, didn't believe we could do the job and grudgingly 
moved every step of  the way," Bender said when he was profiled 
in a column by News-Sun columnist Tom Stafford a couple 
months before the Congressional Gold Medal ceremony.
Bender told Stafford his drill instructors were relentless because 
they were determined to make sure the black recruits measured 
up. Still "because of  lingering prejudices about blacks' ability to 
perform in combat, 'we were doing all that kind of  grunt stuff,' 
Bender told Stafford.
He told Stafford the black troops eventually were thrown into 
combat in Iwo Jima. He said that "when the (fighting) really 
started, the fellas came through and saved the lives of  many 
Marines, and I think that was a defining moment."
After leaving the Marines, Jonas was determined to make the 
United States a more welcoming and inclusive place for all races, 
his obit says. His career included working with at Knoxville 
College in Tennessee, the Urban League, Frigidaire and eventually 
in human resources at General Motors.
Jonas, his wife, Ethel, moved to Yellow Springs,Ohio, in 1965 
to "raise their family in a place where African American families 
were welcomed and they knew their children would thrive," his 
obit says.  While residing in Yellow Springs, Jonas spent a lot of  
his retirement volunteering and contributing to the community. 
The Village of  Yellow Springs declared Oct. 1, 2012 Jonas 
Bender Day.
A friend of  Jonas, Vietnam War veteran Randy Ark, who met 
him at Springfield's annual Memorial Day Parade said he was 
a kind and loving man.  "Jonas was a very kind man, a devout 
Christian man. He loved his country and his family," he said. 
"I am a better person for having known him."  Ark said he lost 

touch with Jonas when his wife passed away, but later found out 
that he resided at a senior living center close to Fairborn and 
visited him.
"Jonas was so glad to see me and was taken aback that I would 
come visit him," he said. "I had so many wonderful visits there 
and we had some very nice conversations."
According to his obituary, Jonas is survived by his daughter, 
Jerri Harrison; son, Michael Bender; four grandsons, Brandon 
and Jordan Harrison, Adam and Ryan Bender; and three great 
grandchildren, Judah, Micah and Zainah Harrison.
A private family service will take place on Saturday, June 6, at 
Forest Glen Cemetery. 
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Chinese American WWII Vets and Families Waiting on 
Congressional Gold Medal

27 May 2020|The Honolulu Star-Advertiser | By William Cole

As this coronavirus-affected Memorial Day came and went, 
the clock is ticking painfully longer on overdue recognition 
for some remaining veterans. It’s become especially agonizing 
for the families of  about 20,000 Chinese Americans who lived 
in Hawaii and on the mainland and, like Japanese nisei and 
Filipino troops, fought for the country in World War II amid 
discrimination in society.

The Congressional Gold Medal was to be awarded collectively 
to the Chinese veterans — approximately 90% of  whom are 
now deceased — in an April 29 ceremony at Emancipation 
Hall in the nation’s capital. Congress passed the recognition 
act in late 2018.

The first regional ceremony was to be on Oahu on May 17 at 
the Hilton Hawaiian Village. But the coronavirus outbreak led 
to a postponement of  those plans, with the fall targeted for a 
Washington, D.C. recognition and a Hawaii ceremony weeks 
after that.

“I’m working with (House) Speaker (Nancy) Pelosi’s staff  
— and they said we’re first up in the queue. Nobody’s going 
to pass us,” said retired Maj. Gen. Robert G.F. Lee, a former 
Hawaii state adjutant general and co-chairman of  the Chinese 
American World War II Recognition Project-Hawaii.

But just since March, Lee said, at least six more of  the 
veterans have died. The new coronavirus, meanwhile, caused 
the cancellation of  the annual Memorial Day observances at 
Punchbowl cemetery and Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery in 
Kaneohe. May is Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month.

The population of  Chinese living in the United States during 
the war is estimated at more than 100,000, with about 29,000 in 
Hawaii. About 20,000 enlisted or were drafted nationally, and 
the who’s who of  Hawaii veterans has some famous names 
and no shortage of  bravery.

The Honolulu list includes Army Capt. Francis Wai, who 
received the Medal of  Honor posthumously for leading and 
rallying fellow soldiers against waiting Japanese forces in the 
invasion of  Leyte in the Philippines in 1944.

Wau Kau Kong, Army Air Forces, was the first Chinese 
American fighter pilot. The University of  Hawaii graduate 
volunteered for duty after the Pearl Harbor attack and flew the 
P-51 Mustang, which had “Chinaman’s Chance “on one side 
and “No Tickee No Washee” on the other. Kong was killed in 
action on his 14th mission over Blomberg, Germany, in 1944.  
“No tickee, no washee” was a “phrase stereotypically attributed 
to Chinese laundry workers in centuries past, who would 
only return a customer’s when the (receipt) was presented,” 

An American flag waves in the wind, as caretakers from the 
U.S. National Memorial Cemetery of  the Pacific conduct an 
internment ceremony at the National Memorial Cemetery 
of  the Pacific, Honolulu, Hawaii, May 26, 2020. (U.S. Air 
Force photo/Rusty Frank)

according to Wiktionary.

Gordon Paiea Chung-Hoon, of  Chinese-English-Hawaiian 
background, was the first Asian American graduate of  the 
U.S. Naval Academy, class of  1934. Chung-Hoon received 
the Navy Cross and Silver Star for conspicuous gallantry and 
extraordinary heroism as commanding officer of  the USS 
Sigsbee in 1944 and 1945. A destroyer with his name on it, the 
USS Chung-Hoon, is based at Pearl Harbor.

Lee cites others — Cpl. and later U.S. Sen. Daniel Akaka, Army 
Corps of  Engineers, Saipan, along with Maj. Hiram Fong, with 
the Army Air Forces, who became the first Asian American 
U.S. senator.

Randall Ching, who lives in San Francisco but has strong 
family ties to Hawaii, was with the 5th Ranger Infantry Battalion 
during the invasion of  Normandy in 1944.  “He got sent there, 
and they said, ‘Hey, you’re Chinese, come be the unit cook,’” 
Lee related. But Ching would have none of  it. He wanted to 
be in the fight.  “So he passed all the Ranger tests, and this guy 
landed in Normandy with the Rangers, scaled Pointe du Hoc 
and took out Germans with his K-Bar knife,” Lee said.

Second Lt. Dai Ho Chun, meanwhile, received his commission 
from the University of  Hawaii ROTC program. He was 
assigned to the 18th Fighter Control Squadron at Wheeler 
Army Airfield, where he was promoted quickly. In October 
1944, Chun became a major with assignment as commander 
of  the 18th Fighter Control Squadron--a rare assignment at the 
time for a Chinese American.

Japanese American nisei soldiers received the Congressional 

— Continued on Page 20



Gold Medal in 2011. Filipino vets were awarded the medal in 
2017.

“Even if  for the nisei and Filipino (veterans ), we had attempted 
this 25 years after World War II, or 50, when a lot of  the veterans 
were alive, “ Lee said, “they would tell us, ‘Knock it off, we 
don’t want to toot our horns’ — that humble generation.”

But now with so many of  the Chinese veterans gone, their 
descendants are saying, “Yeah, he should be recognized,” Lee 
said.

The Chinese veterans were not part of  segregated units like the 
Japanese Americans and didn’t have a lot of  service unity after 
the war.

“Most of  them came back to become professionals, businessmen, 
getting married, starting families, just contributing--I’d call it 
almost silently--into the fabric of  the United States of  America,” 
Ed Gor, coordinator of  the Chinese American WWII Veterans 
Recognition Project, told NBC News.

Prompted by anti-Chinese sentiment aimed at immigrant 
laborers, Congress in 1882 passed the Chinese Exclusion Act, 
which prohibited immigration of  Chinese laborers, and a series 
of  anti-immigration laws followed.

But many Chinese were already in the United States, including 
the territory of  Hawaii. They were “deathly afraid to go back 
out and get a wife and come back (to Hawaii), because you may 
not come back again,” Lee said. “So that’s the unique part about 
Hawaii history is that they married into the Hawaiian families, 
and you have all of  this Hawaiian Chinese ancestry.”

Awaiting Medal (Continued from page 19)

Congress repealed the Chinese Exclusion Acts in 1943. Before 
that only those Chinese born in the United States could serve, 
Lee said.

He recalls the story told by the daughter of  a Chinese World 
War II vet who was angry at getting a draft notice.

Because of  the Chinese Exclusion Act, “he couldn’t own 
property. He couldn’t vote. He couldn’t do this and that,” Lee 
said. The man said, “‘The nerve of  them,’ and he threw it in the 
rubbish can. His mother retrieved it and marched him down to 
the induction station.”

The man went to the China-Burma-India theater, served with 
the famed Flying Tigers, and within a year had become a 
naturalized U.S. citizen. He got to meet his wife’s mother and 
bring the family back, “so the whole family is grateful that he 
served,” Lee said with a laugh.

The coin reproduction that veterans or their families will receive 
reveals a P-40 fighter that aided China in the fight against the 
Japanese, a Sherman tank and the battleship USS Missouri — 
site of  Japan’s surrender on Sept. 2, 1945, in Tokyo Bay — to 
convey service on land, at sea and in the air.

The front of  the 3-inch coin depicts Chinese American men 
and women in a mix of  uniforms and highlights the fact they 
also served in every branch of  service and in every theater.

Whether they were, or became, United States citizens, the coin 
notes that they “Proudly served as Americans.”

“The Jewish Veteran” 
Here is a link for the 
current issue – it is 
formatted as a PDF.  
Please feel free to email 
the link to a member of  
our faith who might be a 
potential JWV member.  
Also, ask you Shul/
Temple/Synagogue/JCC 
to post a copy of  “The 
Jewish Veteran” on their 
bulletin board.  It serves 
as an ideal way to market 
the JWV USA and what 
we represent.
https://www.jwv.
org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/03/The-Jewish-Veteran-2020-Issue-1.pdf.

Thank You!

NC Harvey Weiner for joining us for the 74th 
Annual Department of Florida Convention 
(virtual). You are always welcome to join us for 
any of our events!
Congressman Gus Bilirakis, Senior Member of the 
Veterans Affairs Committee, for your legislative 
update and greetings to our Department.
During the Convention, we installed the Dept. of 
Florida officers for 2020-2021.  We also installed 
the officers from Posts 265, 606, and 631 for 
2020-2021.
Thank you to all who participated!
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This Organization Hasn’t Stopped Hunting for 
72,000 World War II MIAs

The remains of  Navy 
Reserve Aviation 
Radioman 2nd Class 
Albert P. Rybarczyk 
are repatriated to his 
hometown of  of  St. 
Joseph, Michigan. 
(Harry Parker/Project 
Recover)

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell
When Derek Abbey returned from a tour in Iraq in 2007, he put 
one set of  bags down and picked up another. The active-duty 
Marine was right back out the door.
This time, he was off  to the island of  Palau. He wasn't going with 
the Marine Corps, but he was out to find another Marine who 
had been missing since World War II. Abbey was volunteering to 
recover the missing from a war that had ended 63 years before.
"To me, it was the right thing to do," Abbey said. "I have a 
personal mission statement in my life, and it doesn't start or end 
with being a military member, and that's to have a positive impact 
on those around me throughout my life.... Somebody offered me 
the opportunity to do this, and I refused to pass it up."
For more than 15 years, Abbey has been part of  Project Recover, 
an international nonprofit that uses the latest in science and 

technology, along with archival 
research, to find and repatriate 
the remains of  fallen American 
troops.
Abbey began his time in Project 
Recover as a volunteer, using 
his leave from the Corps to help 
locate troops who are missing in 
action. On his first field mission 
as a volunteer in Palau in 2007, 
he actually helped recover the 
remains of  a Marine from his 
very first squadron in the Corps, 
Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 
121.
Project Recover began its life 

after founder Pat Scannon went to Palau to look for a Japanese 
ship sunk by President George H.W. Bush during World War II. 
Scannon was sent to Japan in 1993 to prove the ship had been 
armed. According to the Project Recover website, he finished his 
work early and stayed on the island. What he saw next changed 
everything.
His local guides took him to the sunken remains of  a B-24 
Liberator bomber, but could provide no information about the 
plane, who flew it or how it ended up in its watery grave. Project 
Recover (then called The BentProp Project) was born. Scannon 
was determined to recover not just this plane, but the hundreds 
of  other planes like it, along with the remains of  thousands of  
people who, along with their stories, might otherwise be lost to 
history.
Fast-forward to 2004, when Abbey first decided to volunteer with 
the organization. WIthin three years, he was spending all his leave 

to visit Palau and assist in the searches for America's fallen.
"When I first started this, I wasn't even sure how I could contribute. 
I thought I would be doing the grunt work," Abbey said. "I never 
fathomed we would be doing this all over the world, providing 
answers to all these families."
After 23 years in the Corps, first as an enlisted Marine and then 
becoming an officer, Abbey retired from the service in 2014. But 
his work with Project Recover never stopped. He's missed only 
one opportunity for field work since his first trip to Palau — when 
he was deployed to Afghanistan.
"Once I witnessed the impact this has on the family members, 
there was just no turning back," he said.
Since those early days, the project has expanded beyond Palau to a 
worldwide mission in 18 different countries. Project Recover has 
also garnered partners like the Scripps Institute of  Oceanography, 
the University of  Delaware and the Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency, increasing their ability and the scale of  their 
work.
In 2019, Abbey became president and CEO of  the organization.

Project Recover not only 
researches and identifies sites 
where American remains might 
be, it now also has the ability 
to recover those remains. The 
Defense Department will still 
be doing the DNA lab work to 
identify those recovered remains.
So close to the 75th anniversary 
of  the end of  World War II, 
Abbey said the mission of  Project 
Recover is more important than 
ever.
“We work across all eras, from 
World War II to Desert Storm, 
but the roots of  our organization 
started in Palau,” Abbey said. 

Children line the streets of  
Portage, Pennsylvania to 
welcome home the remains of  
Navy Aviation Radioman 3rd 
Class Walter Mintus. Mintus 
was killed as a member of  an 
Avenger bomber crew in an 
attempted attack on Japanese-
held Malakal Harbor, Palau. 
(Harry Parker/Project Recover)

Albert Rybarczyk was a 
member of  the Navy Torpedo 
Squadron, USS Intrepid, 
on a bombing mission 
against Japanese positions 
on Babelthuap Island, Palau 
when he disappeared. He was 
presumed dead in 1946. (U.S. 
Navy)
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Military.com | By Blake Stilwell
The Department of  Veterans Affairs' motto is "to care for 
him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow, and his 
orphan."
The meaning of  those words was perhaps never more apparent 
than in the case of  Irene Triplett, who died Tuesday from surgical 

complications following a fall at 
a North Carolina nursing home, 
according to The Wall Street 
Journal. She was the last person 
to receive a pension from a 
veteran's Civil War service.
Her father, Mose Triplett, 
fought on both sides of  the 
Civil War, first as a rebel and 
later as a Yankee. Mose realized 
he was on the losing side after 
falling ill before the Battle of  
Gettysburg. Almost 92% of  his 
unit, the 26th North Carolina 
Infantry, was wiped out in the 
fighting.

The decision to switch to the Union Army did more than save 
his life; it earned him a VA pension, one that has paid out every 
month since the end of  the war in 1865.
Decades after Mose left the Army, he married Elida Hall — his 
second wife. A few years later, they had a baby. Hall was only 
34 years old when she gave birth to Irene in 1930. Mose was 83.
When Mose died in 1938 at the age of  92, his pension was 
extended first to his wife, 
then to Irene. Every month 
since, the VA has paid Irene 
Triplett $73.13. By the time of  
her death, the family had been 
collecting the pension for 155 
years.
While the pension may have 
helped them financially, the 
lives of  mother and daughter were anything but easy. The two 
suffered from mental disabilities and were in and out of  poor 
houses and nursing homes.
Irene may also have been the last surviving child of  a Civil War 
veteran. 

“There was a significant amount of  fighting taking place there. 
World War II is also significant because of  the sheer number of  
losses.”
Abbey says there are 82,000 Americans in uniform missing in the 
world today. Around 7,000 of  those are from the Korean War, 
with another 1,600 missing from Vietnam and Southeast Asia. A 
staggering 72,000 are missing from World War II.
“The Department of  Defense has done a lot of  work in Southeast 
Asia, and they still do. And while we’re still in that area, we focus 
on World War II and other places around the world,” he said.
To date, Project Recover has located 51 American aircraft, 
repatriated 13 Americans and has 87 Americans still awaiting 
recovery, along with an additional 70 Americans who were 
designated “Lost at Sea” as part of  the USS Abner Read loss.
If  your family has a long-lost loved one who went missing in 
action — in any conflict, but especially World War II — you can 
contact Project Recover anytime through the contact form on the 
About page of  its website. The group might be actively looking 
for your missing family member. And you may hold the key to 
finding them.
“All these MIA families — that’s hundreds of  thousands of  people 
across the nation — have these grieving processes that haven’t 
been completed,” Abbey said. “We as a nation made a promise to 
the men and women who wear our nation’s cloth that if  they fall in 
battle we will do everything we can to return them. We as a nation 
make that promise and, when we return a service member, we get 
to keep that promise.”

Project Recover (Continued from page 21)Last Person to Receive a 
Civil War Pension Dies at 90

Civil War veteran Moses 
Triplett, second from right, 
with his first wife, Mary, 
sitting to his left. After Mary’s 
death in the 1920s, Triplett 
married Elida Hall, 50 years 
his junior. (Courtesy Dorothy 
Killian/AARP)

Irene Triplett (Facebook)

The June meeting 
of Post 373, 
scheduled for 
Sunday, June 21st 
at 10:00 am will 
be held either 
by phone or 
videoconference.  
See page 1 for 
more details.



WASPs in WWII: Women Pilots Built Legacy in 
North Carolina

In a Jan. 22, 1944 photo provided by the U.S. Air Force, 
members of  the U.S. Army’s Women’s Airforce Service 
Pilots (WASPS) program walk on the flight line at Laredo 
Army Air Field, Texas. WASPS were female pilots trained 
in Sweetwater during World War II to fly military aircraft in 
the United States and Canada. (U.S. Air Force via The Abilene 
Reporter-News)

17 May 2020 | Star-News, Wilmington, N.C. | By Hunter 
Ingram
WILMINGTON — History often remembers war as a man's 
duty to his country.
The heroics of  men from all corners of  the United States 
are rightfully preserved in newsreels, history books and 
oral recollections of  the wars that have defined this country, 
showing the sacrifice made by ordinary people in extraordinary 
circumstances.
What too often gets lost in the thick of  history, however, are the 
contributions of  women to the war effort, be it as nurses, textile 
workers and architects of  stability at home when the world is 
thrown into chaos.
But in World War II, some of  the American women who 
answered the call to service did so from a unique vantage point 
— thousands of  feet above the Cape Fear region.
Even before America's entrance into the global war in 1941 
after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Jacqueline Cochran and Nancy 
Harkness Love, both of  the Army Air Force, were fighting for a 
woman's place in the war effort.
They believed women could handle the pressure of  the situation 
and serve the military in non-combat flying and ferrying missions 
at home. Although radical at the time, the experimental idea 
was pitched to the government as a means of  freeing up men 
normally in those roles to be placed into active duty — at a time 
when the country was facing a deficiency of  available soldiers.
Their two disparate programs — Love's Women's Auxiliary 
Ferrying Squadron (WAFS) and Cochran's Women's Flying 
Training Detachment (WFTD) — were merged by the Army 
Air Force in 1943 to form the Women's Airforce Service Pilots 
program, or WASPs as they would become known.
The women would train for 27 weeks at Avenger Field in 
Sweetwater, Texas, undergoing a boot camp not unlike their 
male counterparts — although far much less publicized. They 
marched, they trained, they studied and then they trained some 
more.
Walt Disney even created a bubbly, wide-eyed mascot for them 
named Miss Fifinella.
Eventually, they would graduate with the ability to fly just about 
any military aircraft.
At the same time in 1943, the Cape Fear region was several years 
deep in doing its part to assist in the war effort.
Liberty warships were being built on the banks of  the Cape Fear 
River under the direction of  the North Carolina Shipbuilding 
Company. Camp Davis in Holly Ridge had been established as a 
major training ground for men who would eventually see action 
overseas.

Even Fort Fisher, the then-abandoned Civil War fort at the 
southern tip of  New Hanover County, was co-opted and 
transitioned into a sprawling satellite location for Camp Davis, 
where men would conduct their live firing training away from 
populated areas.
This is where the stories of  the WASPs and Wilmington would 
collide. WASPs would be stationed at several bases in the South, 
but when the first class of  female pilots arrived at Davis in the 
summer of  1943, they flew in without much notice.
"Camp Davis was chosen because it was close enough to 
Washington, D.C.," said John Moseley, an interpreter and 
educator at the Fort Fisher State Historic Site, who has studied 
the WASPs' presence in Southeastern North Carolina.
"When the women showed up, no one told the men at Davis in 
advance, so the commander said they wouldn't be allowed to do 
anything and it caused problems right from the start."
But before long, Cochran, who was placed in charge of  the 
WASPs, managed to ease the tension and the women were soon 
flying jalopy dauntless dive bombers all across eastern North 
Carolina.
They weren't the first women to be part of  the war effort in the 
region.
Members of  the Women Ordinance Workers (WOWs) 
were stationed locally to work on the 40mm guns, while the 
Women's Army Corps (WACs) placed members at Davis and 
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Fisher manning telephone stations, doing secretary work and 
publishing orders.
But the WASPs were a different kind of  presence for the base.
The function of  the program was to, essentially, allow women 
to do men's non-combat duties so they could be sent off  to 
the frontlines faster, where they were needed. But most men 
weren't thrilled about being shipped off  to the line of  fire.
The women's proficiency in the skies also bruised their egos.
"The women came along to take their jobs and the men were 
sent to combat duty on the frontlines, which they didn't want," 
Moseley said. "There was hostility, mainly because they became 
better at the jobs than the men had been."
But the women forged ahead. For the WASPs stationed at 
Camp Davis, their primary mission was to ferry newly built 
planes from factories across the country to military bases.
But locally, they also engaged in tow target training exercises 
that required them to take to the skies with a canvas target 
strung out behind them for their male counterparts to do some 
target practice.
"This was a very dangerous job," Moseley said. "Yes, the targets 
they were carrying were 300 yards behind their plane. But most 
of  these men had never fired a weapon this large before. Many 
of  the women came back to Camp Davis airfield with holes in 
the tail end of  the aircrafts."
The exercises would also lead to casualties. Thirty-eight women 
would lose their lives while serving in the two-year program.
Locally, the most notable loss was Mabel Rawlinson, a 26-year-
old pilot who died when her plane crashed after a nighttime 
exercise at Camp Davis in August 1943.
The army wouldn't pay for her body to be shipped back to her 
family, so it's said her fellow WASPs chipped in to pay for her 
final flight home.
That failure to recognize the WASPs as functioning members 
of  the military would become the biggest caveat and downfall 
of  the program.
Despite their dutiful service in a time of  war, these women 
were never members of  the military. They were classified as 
civilians through the entirety of  the program.
"It's sad because these women proved they could do this job," 
Moseley said. "They proved they could fly under any conditions 
and with the best of  the men."

It wasn't until former President Jimmy Carter signed a law in 
1977 that women who served as civilian pilots during WWII were 
given veteran status. In 2009, former President Barack Obama 
took it a step further, awarding WASPs the Congressional Gold 
Medal, one of  the highest honors in the U.S. military.
In October 1944, the army notified Cochran and the women 
the program would be disbanded that December, despite the 
18th class of  WASPs just weeks from graduating. The reasoning 
was simple, at least in the government's eyes -- more men were 
finishing their tours overseas and they were back home and 
capable of  filling the roles the WASPs were more than capable 
of  handling.
The program would graduate 1,074 women in total during 
the duration of  the war. In addition to their duties in the sky, 
some of  the women would go through instructor school and 
eventually begin teaching men how to fly.
"The ultimate legacy of  the program is that these women knew 
exactly what they were getting into and they did it anyway," 
Moseley said. "Their patriotism was stronger than the danger 
to their lives."
After the war, Camp Davis was shuttered and some of  the 
WASPs stuck with the military, but because they lacked active 
duty status, they were grounded. Many of  them would find 
work in other industries, but their trailblazing bravery to step up 
when their country needed them most has not been lost.
"Every single female pilot in the U.S. military is connected to 
these women pilots through their lineage," Moseley said. "This 
program was the creation of  women pilots in the military in 
1942 and 1943."
At Fort Fisher, where the women would sometimes use the 
airstrip that cut through the Civil War forts, staff  hope to honor 
the WASPs' legacy with an exhibit in the forthcoming $23 million 
visitors center expansion.
Although it took time for them to get their due, it's almost as 
if  Cochran knew the work would be forgotten, when she gave 
a mournful but hopeful speech at the final graduation of  the 
WASPs in December 1944.
She said she was filled with mixed emotions of  happiness, pride 
and sorrow. But she was proud of  what the program would 
mean for the future.
"I'm very happy we've trained a thousand women to train the 
army way," she said. "I think it is going to mean more to aviation 
than anyone realizes."

WASPs in WWII (Continued from page 23)



While Hitler Snored: D-Day, Rommel and the Panzers

Wrecks of  German Tiger I and Panzer IV tanks, Villers-
Bocage, France, June 1944. (German Federal Archive via 
Wikimedia Commons)

31 May 2019 | Military.com | By Joseph V. Micallef
One of  the perennial debates among military historians and 
armchair generals revolves around Adolf  Hitler's decision to 
directly control the disposition of  the Panzer units in northern 
France in the period immediately preceding the Normandy 
landings.
The basic elements of  the debate are well known. The 
question is, would a different deployment of  the Panzer units 
have affected the outcome of  D-Day? Specifically, had Hitler 
followed Field Marshal Erwin Rommel's plan to station the 
Panzer units forward along the coast, would the Germans have 
successfully repulsed the Allied landings in Normandy?
By the autumn of  1943, it was clear that the Allies were planning 
to invade Western Europe. The precise location, however, was 
still being debated. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
had suggested southern France or Greece as possible landing 
sites. The U.S. was urging a landing in northern France, as that 
would offer the shortest route to Nazi Germany and the Ruhr, 
its industrial heartland. Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin, anxious 
for a second front, concurred. Eventually, Churchill agreed to 
support a landing in northern France.
In October, Hitler transferred Rommel and the staff  of  
Army Group B from northern Italy to France. Rommel was 
put in charge of  strengthening the Atlantic Wall, a series of  
fortifications that ran from Norway to the Pyrenees. Initially, 
Army Group B (15th Army and 7th Army) reported directly 
to Hitler. In January 1944, however, it was placed under the 
command of  Field Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt, who was 
Commander in Chief  West. Rundstedt also had Army Group 
G (1st and 19th Army), which was responsible for the defense of  
France south of  the Loire.
All of  the armored forces in the west, however, were separate 
from Rundstedt's command. They were organized into Panzer 
Group West, under the command of  Gen. Leo Geyr von 
Schweppenburg, and reported directly to Hitler. Panzer Group 
West consisted of  the 2nd, 21st, 116th, 1st SS, 12th SS, 17th SS, 2nd 
SS, 9th and 11th Panzer Divisions. In reality, von Schweppenburg 
also reported to von Rundstedt, but any operational deployment 
of  the Panzer divisions had to be confirmed by Hitler himself.
Rommel believed that the Allied landings would come 
somewhere between Dunkirk and the mouth of  the Somme 
River, with the most likely area being between Calais and 
Boulogne-sur-Mer. This area was well to the north of  the 
Normandy beaches. Moreover, the Seine River separated this 
zone from Normandy.
The delta at the mouth of  the Seine was large, and the entire 
length of  the river from Rouen to Le Havre, at the river's mouth, 
was marshy. Moving vehicles between the two zones would often 
require backtracking some 50 miles inland and going through 
Rouen. Moreover, some of  the bridges across the Seine could 

not handle the weight of  the Panzers or their transport vehicles, 
further complicating the transfer of  equipment between the 
two zones.
Germany military doctrine called for a threefold approach to 
the Normandy landings: a mobile defense in depth, augmented 
by significant local striking power to hold the allied invaders 
in check until a mobile strategic reserve could be brought to 
bear for a decisive counterattack and a battle of  annihilation. 
The mobile reserve would be positioned well to the rear of  
the front line to prevent it from being committed prematurely 
and allowing it to be directed in a rapid thrust against the main 
force's weak points.
This doctrine had worked spectacularly well on the Eastern 
Front in 1941, allowing German Panzer divisions, and their 
supporting mechanized infantry, to break through weak points 
in the Soviet lines and then execute giant pincer movements to 
envelop the opposing forces. In this way, entire Russian armies 
had been surrounded and decimated during the initial German 
thrust into the Soviet Union during the summer of  1941.
Rommel took issue with this approach. First, based on his 
experience against Allied forces in North Africa, he believed 
that Allied control of  the air would hamper the movement of  
the Panzer divisions from rear areas to the front lines. Tanks 
would have to move under cover of  darkness or when weather 
conditions made flight operations impossible. In Rommel's 
view, a strategic reserve would come under attack from Allied 
air and naval forces long before it could be brought to bear for 
a counterattack against Allied troops holding the beachheads.
Moreover, Rommel argued that the French coast was completely 
different from the flat terrain on the Eastern Front that had 
allowed the rapid movement of  massed armored columns. The 
coastal areas consisted of  a combination of  marshy ground, 
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broken up by hills and heavily wooded terrain. The flatter 
pasture areas, where tanks could have operated well, were 
bisected by hedgerows, fence lines formed by closely spaced 
lines of  ancient trees and shrubs, and heavily wooded copses. 
In this terrain, Rommel believed it would be difficult to mass 
armored units to deliver a killing blow to Allied forces.
Instead, Rommel argued that the invasion force had to be 
destroyed in the water and on the beaches, where they would 
have little cover or fire support. His proposed strategy consisted 
of  static defense along the coasts, backed by concrete pillboxes 
and overwhelming firepower. Rommel wanted to deploy the 
Panzer units to support the infantry as a local tactical force that 
could strike against weak points in the Allied line, and could be 
deployed to seal any breaches in the German lines. He believed, 
correctly, that it would take the Allies some time to build up 
their tank strength on the beaches and that, in the first 48 hours 
of  the landings, the Germans would have an overwhelming 
advantage in armor.
Rommel asked that the 12th SS Panzer Division, for example, be 
stationed at Isigny rather than at Evreux. That would have placed 
it less than 10 miles from Omaha Beach rather than roughly 110 
miles to the east. Both von Rundstedt and von Schweppenburg 
disagreed. So did Heinz Guderian, the Inspector General of  
Armored Troops and an architect of  the Blitzkrieg concept of  
using massed tank formations to deliver a decisive blow to an 
opposing force.
Rommel appealed over their heads directly to Hitler. Rather 
than siding with Rommel or von Rundstedt, Hitler chose to 
accommodate both requests, satisfying neither. The 2nd, 21st and 
116th Panzer Divisions were assigned to Army Group B and put 
under Rommel's direct command. Panzer Group West retained 
the 1st SS, 12th SS, 17th SS and Lehr Panzer Divisions, while 2nd 
SS, 9th SS and 11th Panzer Divisions were transferred to Army 
Group G.
In the end, the only Panzer division that saw any significant 
action during D-Day was the 21st Panzer Division near Caen. It 
played a critical role in thwarting the Anglo-Canadian attack on 
the town, and allowed German reinforcements enough time to 
secure it. The battle for Caen, originally expected to take only 
one or two days, would last instead for two months. The town 
would not fall to the allies until Aug. 6, 1944.
When news of  the Allied landings reached Hitler, he was at the 
Berghof, his private home near Berchtesgaden, in the Bavarian 
alps. He did not receive news of  the Allied landings until after 
he had woken up around noon. His staff  had been unwilling 
to disturb him. Initially, Hitler dismissed the landings as a 
feint. Eventually, at 4 p.m. that afternoon, Hitler released two 
divisions of  Panzer Group West, the 12th SS and Panzer Lehr, 
for deployment to the coast.
By June 7, they were at Caen, where they participated in the 

defense of  the town. Germany had roughly 1,400 tanks in 
theater at the beginning of  the Normandy invasion. Roughly 
400 were south of  the Loire with Army Group G. Of  the 
balance remaining in northern France, less than 400 saw any 
action within the first 48 hours of  the Allied invasion.
Excluding the three Panzer divisions transferred to Army Group 
G, Rommel could have ended up controlling seven Panzer 
divisions instead of  three. Would that have made a difference 
in the outcome of  the D-Day landings? That depends on how 
Rommel would have deployed them.
Of  the three that he did control, only one was deployed in 
Normandy; the other two were farther north toward Calais. It 
took several days before any armor units from those divisions 
made their way to Normandy. Despite his insistence on 
controlling the Panzer divisions, most of  the tanks that engaged 
Allied forces in the first 48 hours of  the D-Day landings were 
ones that had been part of  the reserve force of  Panzer Group 
West.
Rommel expected that the Allied landings would take place 
north of  the Seine delta, and presumably would have deployed 
most of  the Panzers there. We'll never know how Rommel might 
have employed the additional Panzer units, but it's likely that 
only one, at most two, would have ended up near the Normandy 
landings. The balance would have been further north, where 
Rommel expected the landings to occur.
Rommel remains highly admired as a brilliant tactician and 
commander. He redeemed himself, in part, for his role in 
Valkyrie, the failed plot to kill Hitler.
Adolf  Hitler, on the other hand, is typically dismissed as militarily 
incompetent and whose involvement in military operations 
hampered the German war effort.
Rommel was right in arguing that Allied air power would hinder 
the movement of  the Panzer divisions, and that concentrating 
the armored divisions for a lethal counterattack wouldn't work 
in the terrain of  Normandy and Brittany. On the other hand, by 
deploying the Panzer units before the location of  the landings 
was known, Rommel effectively took them out of  contention in 
the critical 48 hours after the landings started.
In retrospect, holding the Panzer divisions in reserve and then 
rushing them to support individual infantry units, rather than 
massing them for a counterattack, would have been the best 
strategy, even if  Allied air power would have taken its toll on 
the tanks. That could have been a logical compromise between 
Rommel and von Rundstedt but, when Rommel went around 
the chain of  command, he made such a compromise impossible. 
What he ended up with, fortunately for the Allies, was the worst 
of  both worlds.
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allowed the federal government to enforce the Equal Protection 
Clause of  the 14th Amendment.
There was one more amendment passed in 2007 that was 
repealed in 2008 after all 50 state governors objected.
The Posse Comitatus Act (18 U.S.C. § 1385) was enacted by the 
45th Congress and signed by President Rutherford B. Hayes on 
June 18, 1878.  The purpose of  the act is to work in concert with 

the Insurrection 
Act of  1807 to limit 
the powers of  the 
federal government 
in using federal 
military personnel 
to enforce domestic 
policies within the 
United States. 
Under the Posse 
Comitatus Act the 
use of  active duty 
troops for domestic 
law enforcement is 
generally banned, but 
there are exceptions 
that require the 
specific request of  
state governors, 
which are addressed 
in the Insurrection 

Act of  1807.
The Act specifically applied to the United States Army. It was 
passed as an amendment to an army  appropriation bill following 
the end of  Reconstruction. It was updated in 1956 to include 
the United States Air Force. It was further updated in December 
1981 when the Military Cooperation with Civilian Law 
Enforcement Agencies Act was enacted clarifying permissible 
military assistance to domestic law enforcement agencies and 
the Coast Guard, especially in combating drug smuggling into 
the United States. Posse Comitatus clarifications emphasize 
supportive and technical assistance (e.g. use of  facilities, vessels, 
and aircraft, as well as intelligence support, technological aid, 
and surveillance) while generally prohibiting direct participation 
of  U.S. military personnel in law enforcement. 
It is interesting to note that the Posse Comitatus Act never 
refers to the United States Navy or the United States Marine 
Corps, although they are bound under regulations of  the 
Department of  the Navy to adhere to the same restraints as the 
United States Army and the United States Air Force.

Understanding the Insurrection Act of 1807 
and the Posse Comitatus Act

By Larry Jasper
During these troubled times we constantly hear of  the 
Insurrection Act of  1807 and the Posse Comitatus Act. 
Following is and explanation of  what these Acts are and what 
powers they allow.
The Insurrection Act of  1807 is a United States federal law (10 
U.S.C.§ § 331-335) that empowers the president of  the United 
States to deploy 
military troops 
within the United 
States in particular 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
such as to suppress 
civil disorder, 
insurrection, and 
rebellion.  It was 
enacted by the 9th 
Congress and signed 
by President Thomas 
Jefferson on March 
3, 1807.  The act 
provides the “major 
exception” to the 
Posse Comitatus 
Act, which was 
passed 77 years later.
To assert the 
Insurrection Act 
the president must first issue a proclamation ordering the 
insurgents to disperse (10 U.S.C. § 25).  The president is then 
empowered to call in the U. S. Armed Forces and the National 
Guard:

• When requested by a state legislator or governor if  the 
legislature cannot be convened
• To address an insurrection, in any state, which makes it 
impracticable to enforce the law
• To address an insurrection, domestic violence, unlawful 
combination, or conspiracy, in any state, which results in 
the deprivation of  Constitutionally secured rights, and 
where the state is unable, fails, or refuses, to protect said 
rights.

The Act was modified in 1861 to allow the federal government 
to use the National guard and United States Armed Forces 
against the will of  the state government in the case of  rebellion 
against the authority of  the United States government.  This 
was in anticipation of  unrest after the Civil War.
In 1871 the Third Enforcement Act was added to protect 
African Americans from attacks by the Ku Klux Klan.  This 



Air Force Finally Has Plans to Test a Laser Weapon 
on Its AC-130J Gunship

A C-130J assigned to the 41st Airlift Squadron at Little 
Rock Air Force Base performs low-level training through 
the Alaskan mountains July 21, 2016. (U.S. Air Force/Senior 
Airman Stephanie Serrano)

18 May 2020 | Military.com | By Oriana Pawlyk
For the last five years, Air Force Special Operations Command 
has been working toward incorporating a high-energy laser 
weapon on its newest AC-130J gunship. It now plans to test-
fire a 60-kilowatt laser in 2022, according to a program officer 
affiliated with the program.
"If  it is successful — and we are planning for success — then 
it will feed into our new requirements and potentially a new 
program down the road," said Air Force Col. Melissa Johnson, 
program executive officer for fixed-wing programs at Special 
Operations Command. She spoke during last week's Virtual 
Special Operations Forces Industry Conference, hosted by the 
National Defense Industrial Association.
"If  this goes forward past the demo ... we'll have an additional 
[research, development, test and evaluation] program going 
forward," Johnson said, as reported by NDIA's National 
Defense Magazine.  Johnson explained that previous tests have 
largely been ground-based and done in conjunction with the 
Naval Surface Warfare Center in Dahlgren, Virginia. The next, 
scheduled for fiscal 2022, will be onboard the AC-130 aircraft, 
she said.
The J-model aircraft achieved initial operational capability in 
September 2017.  The fourth-generation AC-130 is slated to 
replace the AC-130H/U/W models, with delivery of  the final 
J-variant sometime in 2021, according to the Air Force.
The 4th Special Operations Squadron, part of  the 1st Special 
Operations Wing at Hurlburt Field, Florida, received its first 
J-model with the Block 30 software upgrade in March 2019.
Along with the 105mm cannon sported by its cousin, the AC-
130U model, the AC-130J is equipped with a 30mm cannon 
"almost like a sniper rifle.... It's that precise; it can pretty much 
hit first shot, first kill," Col. Tom Palenske, then-commander of  
1st SOW, told Military.com during a trip to Hurlburt in 2018.
Palenske said that a laser would be the ultimate ace in the hole, 
making disabling other weapons systems easier.
"If  you're flying along and your mission is to disable an airplane 
or a car, like when we took down Noriega back in the day, 
now, as opposed to sending a Navy SEAL team to go disable 
[aircraft] on the ground, you make a pass over that thing with 
an airborne laser and burn a hole through its engine," he said.

Palenske was referring to 1989's Operation Nifty Package 
mission to capture and remove Panamanian leader Manuel 
Noriega from power, during which a SEAL team "disable[d] 
his aircraft so he couldn't escape."
With a laser, "it's just like that. And you just keep going on, 
and there's no noise, no fuss, nobody knows it happened. They 
don't know the thing's broken until they go and try to fire it 
up," he said at the time.
AFSOC had hoped to incorporate the laser onto the aircraft this 
year. Johnson said gaps in funding, not technological maturity, 
were behind the delay.  "After several years of  seeking stable 
funding, we are there," she said.
Then-AFSOC commander Gen. Brad Webb made a similar 
remark in 2018.
"The challenge on having the laser is funding," Webb said 
during the Air Force Association's Air Warfare Symposium that 
year. "And then, of  course, you have the end-all, be-all laser 
questions: 'Are you going to be able to focus a beam, with the 
appropriate amount of  energy for the appropriate amount of  
time for an effect?'
"We can hypothesize about that all we want. My petition is, 
'Let's get it on the plane. Let's do it. Let's say we can — or we 
can't," Webb said.



Amphibious Ship Obliterates Drone with Laser Weapon 
in 1st-of-its-Kind Sea Test

The amphibious transport dock ship USS Portland 
successfully tests a Solid State Laser - Technology 
Maturation Laser Weapon System Demonstrator (LWSD) 
Mark 2 MOD 0. (U.S. Navy photo/Released)

26 May 2020 | Military.com | By Gina Harkins
A Navy ship recently turned its laser weapon system to the 
skies to take out a drone flying nearby as the service looks to 
counter aerial threats at sea.
The amphibious transport dock ship Portland “successfully 
disabled an unmanned aerial vehicle” while it was in flight 
during a May 16 test at sea, the Navy announced in a news 
release. Video footage of  the test appears to show the drone on 
fire before it suddenly disappears.
The Portland was equipped with the Solid State Laser Weapons 
System Demonstrator for the at-sea test. The weapon system, 
which is expected to reach 150 kilowatts, was developed by 
Northrop Grumman.
Capt. Karrey Sanders, the Portland’s commanding officer, said 
in a statement about the test that the laser’s capabilities are 
“redefining war at sea for the Navy.”
“By conducting advanced at-sea tests against UAVs and small 
craft, we will gain valuable information on the capabilities of  
the Solid State Laser Weapons System Demonstrator against 
potential threats,” Sanders said.
Thomas Rivers, program manager for the amphibious warfare 
program office, said in September — when the Portland was 
being equipped with the new laser — that other ships are likely 
to get similar weapons systems.
The laser on the Portland, Rivers added, can be used not only 
to target drones but also small boats. The Iranians have used 
both to target U.S. ships.

Last month, small boats swarmed and harassed U.S. Navy and 
Coast Guard vessels operating in the Middle East. And last 
summer, Marines on the amphibious assault ship Boxer jammed 
and destroyed at least one Iranian drone that flew within 1,000 
yards of  the Navy warship in the Strait of  Hormuz.
The new laser system the Portland is testing is expected to be 
five times more powerful than the 30-kilowatt Laser Weapon 
System, or LaWS, the Navy tested on the amphibious transport 
dock ship Ponce several years ago.
Navy ships are facing an increasing number of  threats at sea, 
the service said in the news release, including drones; armed 
small boats; and sophisticated intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance systems.

Coast Guard Cutter Brings Ton of Seized Cocaine to San Diego

Bales of  cocaine are shown 
aboard the Coast Guard Cutter 
Active (WMEC-618) following 
an interdiction in early May, 2020, 
in the international waters of  the 
Eastern Pacific Ocean. (U.S. Coast 
Guard)

21 May 2020 | The Associated Press | By The Associated Press
SAN DIEGO — More than 2,000 pounds (907 kilograms) of  
cocaine seized from smugglers in the eastern Pacific Ocean has 
been brought to San Diego.

The haul estimated to be worth about $37 million was offloaded 
from the Coast Guard cutter Active on Wednesday.
The Coast Guard says the cocaine was seized early this month 
in known drug transit zones during enhanced counter-narcotics 
operations in the Western Hemisphere that involved numerous 
U.S. agencies.
The cutter Active is homeported in Port Angeles, Washington, 
and routinely operates from the Straits of  Juan de Fuca down 
to the waters off  Central America.



Army Shoot-Off Will Pit Israel’s Iron Dome Against 
Foreign Competitors

The Iron Dome air-defense system fires to intercept a rocket 
over the city of  Ashdod on July 8, 2014, in Ashdod, Israel. 
(Ilia Yefimovich/Getty Images)

28 May 2020 Military.com | By Matthew Cox 
The U.S. Army is set to take delivery of  two Israeli-designed 
"Iron Dome" indirect-fire protections systems to satisfy a 
congressional mandate, but the technology will have to prove 
itself  to remain in the service's arsenal, top Army modernization 
officials say.
The Iron Dome Weapon System is a combat-proven system, 
developed by the Israeli firm Rafael Advanced Defense Systems, 
to detect, identify and intercept incoming rockets, artillery and 
mortars.
The Army announced its plans to purchase Iron Dome in 
February 2019 to comply with the fiscal 2019 National Defense 
Authorization Act, which required the service to equip ground 
forces with two Iron Dome Batteries by 2020.
The service is set to accept the first system in December and the 
second system in February, but it's still unclear if  Iron Dome 
will meet the Army's need for an interim indirect fire protection 
capability, or IFPC. A key requirement for the system will be 
to demonstrate its ability to plug into the Integrated Air and 
Missile Defense Battle Command System, or IBCS, that the 
Army has chosen to manage all of  its air defense sensors and 
interceptor systems.
"We committed to Congress that we will expedite that as much 
as we possibly can, but the fact of  the matter is, we don't have an 
Iron Dome battery today; we haven't even received it yet," Gen. 
John "Mike" Murray, commander of  Army Futures Command, 
told reporters this week.
"We were also very, very clear that we are going to try the best 
we can to integrate Iron Dome into the IBCS architecture, 
because we are not interested in standalone systems."
That said, the Army plans to host a shoot-off  event in the fall 
of  2021 that is open to all companies to demonstrate systems 
that would satisfy the Army's requirement for an IFPC, Murray 
said.
Rafael has teamed with Raytheon to produce Iron Dome's 
Tamir interceptor missiles, designed to engage incoming threats 
launched from up to 40 miles away. Iron Dome has been used 
in combat and has a record of  intercepting more than 1,500 

targets with a 90% success rate, according to Raytheon officials.
But the Army's long-term goal is to integrate all of  its missile-
defense and indirect-fire systems into a single network, Bruce 
Jette, the Army's top acquisition official, told reporters.
"That's the type of  thinking we are doing is this integration of  
overall systems in support of  each other," Jette said. "I may 
take my sensor, see another target; you take your sensor, see 
the same target. And if  I know where I am exactly, and I know 
where you are exactly, and I can discern those two targets and 
by sharing information between those two platforms, I can get 
my range to the target without having to lase or do anything 
else. And I can do that concurrently amongst multiple targets."
Murray said the Army plans to spend next spring working to 
try to ensure Iron Dome can integrate and work with the IBCS.
"And one of  the key things [with the shoot-off] is going to be 
how you integrate into our IBCS architecture," Murray said. 
"Whoever wants to come and show us how they want to do this 
and show off  their system is more than welcome to participate."
While Iron Dome is a great system, Jette said the integration 
into the IBCS is the "the critical piece that we want to get to."
"We want to make sure that the door is open for any country 
that wants to participate."



B-1 Bomber May Become the New Face of US Military 
Power in the Pacific

A 9th Expeditionary Bomb Squadron B-1B Lancer 
conducts a training mission in the vicinity of  Japan where 
they integrated with Japan Air Self  Defense Force assets, 
May 12, 2020. (U.S. Air Force/Senior Airman River Bruce)

20 May 2020 | Military.com | By Oriana Pawlyk
The Air Force’s B-1B Lancer bomber is about to move front 
and center in the U.S. military’s power-projection mission in the 
Pacific.
As part of  its mission “reset” for the B-1 fleet, the Air Force 
is not only making its supersonic bombers more visible with 
multiple flights around the world, it’s also getting back into the 
habit of  having them practice stand-off  precision strikes in 
the Pacific, a dramatic pivot following years of  flying close-air 
support missions in the Middle East.
The “nice thing about the B-1 is it can carry [the Long-Range 
Anti-Ship Missile], and that’s perfectly suited for the Pacific 
theater,” Maj. Gen. Jim Dawkins Jr., commander of  the Eighth 
Air Force and the Joint-Global Strike Operations Center at 
Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana, said in an interview 
Tuesday.
“Not only are we resetting the airplane’s mission-capability 
rates and the training done for the aircraft, we’re also resetting 
how we employ the airplane to get more toward great power 
competition to align with the National Defense Strategy,” 
added Dawkins, who supports the warfighting air component 
to U.S. Strategic Command, as well as operations within Air 
Force Global Strike Command.
According to the 2018 NDS, “China is a strategic competitor 
using predatory economics to intimidate its neighbors while 
militarizing features in the South China Sea.”
Former Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson stated that China 
has become “a pacing threat for the U.S. Air Force because of  
the pace of  their modernization” in the region.
The Pentagon’s strategy prioritizes deterring adversaries by 
denying their use of  force in the first place.
That’s one reason four bombers from Dyess Air Force Base, 
Texas, have been launching from Andersen Air Force Base, 
Guam, for patrols across the East and South China Seas 
since May 1, according to Air Force social media posts. The 
bombers deployed to Andersen after the service suspended its 
continuous bomber presence mission in the Pacific for the first 
time in 16 years.
During a simulated strike, crews “will pick a notional target, 
and then they will do some mission planning and flying through 
an area that they are able to hold that target at risk, at range,” 
Dawkins said.
Close-air support, the B-1’s primary mission in recent years, is 
a much different skill set than “shooting standoff  weapons like 
JASSM-ER and LRASM,” he said, referring to the Long-Range 
Anti-Ship Missile and Joint Air to Surface Stand-Off  Missiles-
Extended Range.
While Dawkins wouldn’t get into specifics of  how crews are 

conducting the practice runs in the Pacific, the non-nuclear 
B-1s have been spotted recently carrying Joint Air to Surface 
Stand-Off  Missiles.
Photos recently posted on DVIDS, the U.S. military’s multimedia 
distribution website, show Dyess’ 9th Expeditionary Bomb 
Squadron Aircraft Maintenance Unit weapons crew members 
loading a JASSM into the belly of  a plane. The B-1 is capable of  
carrying 75,000 pounds — 5,000 pounds more than the B-52 
Stratofortress — of  both precision-guided and conventional 
bombs.
The JASSM’s newer variant, JASSM-ER, has a higher 
survivability rate -- meaning it’s less likely to be detected and 
shot down -- due to low-observable technology incorporated 
into the conventional air-to-ground precision-guided missile. It 
is said to have a range of  roughly 600 miles, compared with the 
230-mile reach of  JASSM, according to The Drive.
The LRASM, a Navy missile integrated on both the B-1 and 
F/A-18 Super Hornet, is able to autonomously locate and track 
targets while avoiding friendly forces.
The precision-guided, anti-ship standoff  missile was first 
tested on a B-1 in August 2017. A single B-1 can carry up to 24 
LRASMs, or the same number of  JASSM-ERs. The LRASM 
missile achieved early operational capability on the bomber in 
2018.
The vast expanses of  the Pacific are well-suited for training with 
these kinds of  missiles, Dawkins explained. Stateside ranges, 
which may lack surface waters or enough distance between two 
points, depending on location, cannot always accommodate the 
needs of  bomber crews training with these long-range weapons.
Also, “[when] we deploy, for instance to Guam, taking off  

— Continued on Page 32



Military.com | By Blake Stilwell

On June 6, 1944, Lance Cpl. Ken 
Bailey of  the British 13th Parachute 
Battalion jumped out of  a plane over 
Normandy. With him was an Alsatian 
mutt named "Bing."

It was Bing's first jump into action, 
and he had to be tossed out of  the 
plane as anti-aircraft fire peppered the 

aircraft. He landed in a tree and had to be helped down.

It was an inauspicious start but, once on the ground, Bing was ready. 
He was trained to sniff  out hidden 
enemies, stand watch over sleeping 
allies and locate threats such as mines 
and other booby traps.

In a history of  the 13th Parachute 
Battalion called "13 – Lucky for 
Some: The History of  the 13th 

(Lancashire) Parachute Battalion," 
Andrew Woolhouse writes about Bailey, Bing and the rest of  the unit's 
"paradogs."

The British Army acquired and trained many canines to be used as dogs 
of  war and unleashed on Hitler's Fortress Europe. The government 
in London encouraged citizens who could not feed their pets due to 
rationing to offer them up to the war effort. The dog, originally known 
as "Brian" to the Fetch family of  Loughborough, became "Bing" after 
he was lent to the British Army.

Three dogs were trained by Cpl. Bailey to make the jump into occupied 
Europe. First, he trained them to 
become accustomed to loud noises. 
Once they could handle that, they were 
trained on how to detect gunpowder 
and explosives, locate enemy troops 
and perform when bullets started to 
fly.

The dogs began to genuinely enjoy 
their training jumps but, when it came 
time for the mission, all three needed 

to be "coaxed" out of  their planes. At 0110 on D-Day, three planes, 
each carrying 20 men and one dog, reached Normandy for the jump.  

Sadly, the other two dogs, named Ranee and Monty, didn't fare as well 
as Bing.  Ranee got separated from her unit and was never seen again. 
Monty was wounded on D-Day. They were both replaced with German 
Shepherds who finished the unit's mission.

Bing would again drop into enemy territory in March 1944 as part of  
Operation Varsity. It was the largest-ever airborne operation in a single 
location, featuring his handler, Sniper Jack Walton, and 16,000 other 
paratroopers.

from [the U.S.] and going to the Pacific, it allows us to do some 
integration with our allies, as well as exercise the command-and-
control ... and also allows us to practice our long-duration flights 
and work with the tankers,” he said.
Prior to the Dyess deployment, a B-1 from the 28th Bomb 
Wing at Ellsworth Air Force Base, South Dakota, flew a 30-
hour round-trip flight to Japan in late April. There, it operated 
alongside six U.S. Air Force F-16 Fighting Falcons, seven Japan 
Air Self  Defense Force F-2s and eight JASDF F-15s over 
Draughon Range near Misawa, Pacific Air Forces said in a 
release.
The flight was part of  the Air Force’s new unpredictable 
deployment experiment to test crews’ agility when sending heavy 
aircraft forces around the world, since the need to improve the 
bombers’ deployability rate is also crucial, Dawkins said.
Mission-capability rates refers to how many aircraft are 
deployable at a given time. The B-1 has been on a slow and 
steady track to improve its rate -- which hovers around 50% -- 
after being broken down by back-to-back missions in the desert, 
officials have said.
The B-1 could become the face of  the Pacific for the foreseeable 
future, Dawkins said.
“We want ... to be the roving linebacker, if  you will, particularly 
in the Pacific,” he said, adding the mission could also pave the 
way for incorporating hypersonic weapons into the bomber’s 
arsenal.
In August, the Air Force proved it can transform the Lancer to 
hold more ordnance, a first step toward it carrying hypersonic 
weapons payloads.
Gen. Tim Ray, head of  Air Force Global Strike Command, has 
expressed support for the B-1 as a future hypersonic weapons 
platform.
“Basically, the configuration we’re seeking is external hardpoints 
that can allow us to add six Air-Launched Rapid Response 
Weapons [ARRW, pronounced “Arrow”], and then you still have 
the bomb bay where you can carry the LRASM or the JASSM-
ER,” Ray told reporters last month. LRASM or JASSM-ER 
could also be carried externally, he added.
“They’re not doing any testing with the hypersonic on the B-1, 
but that’s definitely in the mix,” Dawkins said.
If  configured with that payload in the future, that would be 
“quite a bit of  air power coming off  that airplane, whether 
it’s JASSMs, JASSM-ERs or some combination of  those, and 
hypersonics,” he said.

B-1 Bomber (Continued from page 31)The Paratrooper Dogs of the 
World War II D-Day Landings

Bing, called Brian in civilian 
life, was one of  World War 
II’s bravest. (Imperial War 
Museum)

(Imperial War Museum)

Bing would be awarded the Dickin Medal, the Victoria Cross for animal 
troops, and be returned to the Fetch family -- where he became "Brian" 
once more.

When he died in 1955, he was stuffed and put on display at the Imperial 
War Museum's Duxford branch, complete with his paradog parachute.



Trump Hints at Removing Foreign Manufacturers 
from F-35 Supply Chain

President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump 
enter beside an F-35 Joint Strike Fighter to speak to military 
personnel and their families at Andrews Air Force Base, 
Md., on Sept. 15, 2017. (Evan Vucci/AP)

14 May 2020 | Military.com | By Oriana Pawlyk
President Donald Trump on Thursday suggested it may be 
time to manufacture all parts for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter in 
the United States.  The president was asked about incentivizing 
U.S. companies to do more work stateside instead of  relying on 
supply chains that have been moved abroad. 
Trump referenced the problems with Turkey’s participation 
in the F-35 program. Last year, after Turkey, a NATO ally, 
ordered the Russian-made S-400 anti-aircraft surface-to-air 
missile system, the U.S. barred it from purchasing the F-35 and 
began phasing out aircraft parts the country produces. Turkey 
was responsible for supplying roughly 1,000 different pieces for 
the stealth jet, which are still coming in.
U.S. officials noted at the time that finding new suppliers could 
cost hundreds of  millions of  dollars. The Pentagon is moving 
to wind down contracts with Turkish industries this year.
Whether Trump will press the Pentagon and Lockheed Martin, 
the main F-35 manufacturer, to rely solely on U.S. suppliers is 
not immediately clear. A spokesperson for Lockheed Martin 
referred all questions to the Defense Department.
“The department has no comment,” said Air Force Lt. Col. 
Mike Andrews, a Pentagon spokesman. “Please contact the 
White House for anything related to comments made by the 
president.”
However, the F-35 was conceived as a global program. It was 
founded by nine partner nations: the U.S., United Kingdom, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Turkey, Australia, Norway, Denmark 
and Canada -- though Canada has not committed to buying 
the aircraft. Foreign Military Sales customers include ¬Israel, 
Japan, South Korea and Belgium.
In September, the U.S. opened the door to Poland as a potential 
F-35 FMS customer. Then earlier this year, the U.S. government 
greenlit the sale of  the F-35 jet to Singapore, potentially 
expanding the fifth-generation program in the Pacific.
The F-35 program’s total cost has been projected at more 
than $1 trillion over a 50-year service lifetime. Its past has been 
plagued with breakdowns — including engine fires and peeling 
and crumbling insulation in its cooling lines, as well as cost 
overruns and other issues.
Trump’s latest comments come on the heels of  a new 
Government Accountability Office report, which states that 
the F-35’s existing supply chain runs the risk of  additional 
challenges, given some suppliers “struggled to meet increased 
production demands in 2019.”  

Turkey’s impending ouster from the program has placed a greater 
burden on other suppliers, the GAO said in a report released 
earlier this week. “We found that Turkey’s recent suspension 
from the F-35 program is likely to compound these existing 
supply chain issues,” the report states. “Turkish suppliers will 
provide parts through the end of  lot 14 deliveries (scheduled 
to take place through 2022), in part, to avoid disruptions to 
aircraft deliveries and additional cost growth from standing up 
new suppliers.”
In October, the Pentagon finalized a $34 billion deal with 
Lockheed to produce the next three delivery groups, known 
as Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) lots 12, 13 and 14. The 
deal -- the largest to date -- totals 478 F-35 aircraft, with 149, 
160 and 169 jets per batch for the U.S. military services and 
international customers.
But “lots 12-14 still face some risk receiving parts from Turkey,” 
the agency said, because the transition to new supply chains 
may not be as seamless as F-35 program officials hope.
“According to program officials, some of  these new parts 
suppliers will not be producing at the rate required until next 
year, as roughly 10 percent are new to the F-35 program. 
Airframe contractor representatives stated it would take over a 
year to stand up these new suppliers, with lead times dependent 
on several factors, such as part complexity, quantity, and the 
supplier’s production maturity” in addition to mandatory 
qualification testing of  these parts, according to the GAO.
Regarding the supply chain’s impact on fleet readiness, the 
JPO said it has already been providing adequate updates on its 
progress as the F-35 moves into its next milestone for full-rate 
production, expected in 2021.



US Says It’s Pulling Out of Open Skies Surveillance Treaty

In this June 28, 2019, file photo, President Donald Trump 
and Russian President Vladimir Putin walk to participate 
in a group photo at the G20 summit in Osaka, Japan. (AP 
Photo/Susan Walsh, File)

21 May 2020  | The Associated Press | By Deb Riechmann
WASHINGTON — The Trump administration notified 
international partners on Thursday that it is pulling out of  
a treaty that permits 30-plus nations to conduct unarmed, 
observation flights over each other’s territory — overflights set 
up decades ago to promote trust and avert conflict.
The administration says it wants out of  the Open Skies Treaty 
because Russia is violating the pact, and imagery collected 
during the flights can be obtained quickly at less cost from U.S. 
or commercial satellites. Exiting the treaty, however, is expected 
to strain relations with Moscow and upset European allies and 
some members of  Congress.
President Dwight Eisenhower first proposed that the United 
States and the former Soviet Union allow aerial reconnaissance 
flights over each other’s territory in July 1955. At first, Moscow 
rejected the idea, but President George H.W. Bush revived it 
in May 1989, and the treaty entered into force in January 2002. 
Currently, 34 nations have signed it; Kyrgyzstan has signed but 
not ratified it yet.
More than 1,500 flights have been conducted under the treaty, 
aimed at fostering transparency about military activity and 
helping monitor arms control and other agreements. Each 
nation in the treaty agrees to make all its territory available for 
surveillance flights, yet Russia has restricted flights over certain 
areas.
Last month, top Democrats on the Foreign Affairs and Armed 
Services committees in both the House and the Senate wrote 
to Trump accusing the president of  “ramming” a withdrawal 
from the treaty as the entire world grapples with COVID-19. 
They said it would undermine U.S. alliances with European 
allies who rely on the treaty to keep Russia accountable for its 
military activities in the region.
“The administration’s effort to make a major change to our 
national security policy in the midst of  a global health crisis 
is not only shortsighted, but also unconscionable,” wrote Rep. 
Adam Smith, D-Wash., Rep. Eliot Engel, D-N.Y., and Sens. 
Jack Reed, D-R.I., and Bob Menendez, D-N.J.
“This effort appears intended to limit appropriate congressional 
consultation on, and scrutiny of, the decision,” they wrote.
They said they weren’t moved by the defense secretary’s 
argument that $125 million to replace aging aircraft used for 
treaty verification, which was already appropriated by Congress, 
is too costly. “The total cost of  replacing the aircraft is a tiny 
portion of  the overall defense budget,” they said.
Earlier this month, 16 former senior European military and 
defense officials signed a statement supporting the treaty, saying 
that a U.S. withdrawal from the treaty would be a blow to global 

security and further undermine the international arms control 
agreements.
The officials asked the U.S. to reconsider its exit. But if  the 
U.S. leaves, they called for European states to stay in the treaty, 
fulfill obligations under the treaty and refrain from restricting 
the length of  observation flights or banning flights over certain 
territories.
Senior administration officials said Trump last fall ordered 
a comprehensive review of  the costs and benefits of  U.S. 
participation in the Open Skies Treaty. At the end of  an eight-
month review, which included extensive input from allies, 
it became clear that it was no longer in America’s interest to 
remain party to the treaty, the officials said. The U.S. notified 
other members of  the treaty on Thursday, and the United States 
will formally pull out in six months.
The senior administration officials said Russian violations of  
the treaty were the main reason for exiting the treaty. They 
said Russia has restricted flights over Moscow and Chechnya 
and near Abkhazia and South Ossetia. Russian restrictions also 
make it difficult to conduct observation in the Kaliningrad, a 
Russian enclave sandwiched between Lithuania and Poland that 
is home to Russia’s Baltic fleet, they said.
Russia uses illegal overflight restrictions along the Georgian 
border in support of  its propaganda narrative that the Russian-
occupied enclaves of  Georgia are independent countries. The 
senior administration officials said that amounted to an illegal 
restriction, under the treaty, coupled with a narrative that 
justifies Russia’s regional aggression.
The U.S. has been working on a proposal to backfill partners 
and allies with imagery that the U.S. would have shared from its 
open skies flights.



Retired Generals to Congress: Boost Funding for 
National Parks to Let Veterans Heal

A visitor views the Grand Canyon from Mather Point in Grand Canyon National Park, Ariz., Jan. 27, 2018. (U.S. Air Force 
photo/Caleb Worpel)

15 May 2020 | Military.com | By Richard Sisk
Seven retired generals have called on Congress to boost funding 
for national parks, which they say can serve as spaces for “post-
pandemic healing” of  veterans under stress.
“The connection between military veterans and our nation’s 
public lands is well-documented,” the retired one- and two-star 

generals said in a letter sent Thursday to all members of  the 
House and Senate.
That connection can help in healing “from traumatic experiences 
associated with one’s military service,” they added.
The letter, organized by the nonprofit Vet Voice Foundation, 
urged passage of  the Great American Outdoors Act in the next 
novel coronavirus economic stimulus package with the aim of  
being in place once national parks fully reopen.
The Outdoors Act, introduced in March by a bipartisan 
group of  56 senators, would fully fund the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund with $1.9 billion annually for the next 
five years to make up for a backlog of  maintenance in lands 
managed by the National Parks Service and other agencies.
The legislation would also provide permanent funding of  $900 

million each year that the conservation fund is authorized to 
receive from offshore oil and gas revenues.
The letter expressed the hope that, after COVID-19 restrictions 
are lifted, veterans and the general public will be able to “use 
the power of  public lands and time outdoors to heal and adjust 
to post COVID-19 life.”

“From the Redwood forest to the Hoover Dam to the Grand 
Canyon, the healing power of  our nation’s public lands have 
never been more important,” said retired Army Maj. Gen. Paul 
Eaton, managing director of  Vet Voice Foundation.
The letter was signed by Eaton and retired Army Maj. Gens. 
Eric Olson and Gale Pollock; retired Army Brig. Gens. Nolen 
Bivens and Steve Anderson; and retired Marine Corps Brig. 
Gens. Leif  Hendrickson and Stephen Cheney.
Since the onset of  the pandemic, the National Parks Service has 
closed or limited access at many national parks while waiving 
entrance fees at those that remain open or have limited access.
Visitors centers, restrooms and many popular trails have also 
been closed to observe the guidelines from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.


